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PEEFACE. 


As a piece of Autobiogcapliy, tlio present work Iias^ 
many peculiar cliaracteristics, wliicli stamp it as one 
of tlie most interesting and powci'ful narratircs eror 
penned. Eepleic with astonishing incident, it affords 
for the lovers of “ sensationar' reading all that tiu* 
wildest taste could desire of hair-breadth escapes, 
imminent dangers, and thiilling horrors ; for the ad- 
mirers of fun, there are sketches as comic as humour 
can devise ; while for the reflectivo reader, disposed 
to search into the motives, and to philosophize on tlie 
uit or weakness, power or puerility of the human 
mind, ample scope will be found in these instructive 
pages for the exercise of liis meditation. Marvellous 
as many of the personal deeds and peril's of Yidoeq 
may be deemed by soyie readers, it is only fair and 
just to bear in mind that his veracity has never been 
impugned, although many of the persons whom ho 
has liandled with severity, and spoken. in no mea^ 
sured terms, were living for several years after the 
first appearance of his Memoirs, and would, dbuhtJess, 



K' , , 

liaTe been too bappy to refiite ike changes alleged 
agaimt them, did not tratb forbid de:^. Of his woe* 
dorilcd aad multipHdd esoapee aEd adTentures, it may 
be also safely asserted^ tliat eo maniE his senses would 
attempt to give fictitious descriptions, abounding in 
minute details, of what could be easily disproved, if 
false. 

In translating these Memoirs, we have thought it 
necdftil to omit or soften down pruriencies ofiensive 
to English taste, as well as to suppress all such matter 
as appeai*ed to us to be foreign to the nature of the 
work as an Autobiography, or in any way calculated to 
interrupt the continuous thread of its history. 
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MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ, 


CHAPTER I, 


f WAS born at Arras ; my continual disguises, the flexibility 
of rny features, and a singular power of grimacing, having cast 
some doubt concerning my age, it will not be deemed super-* 
fluous to declare here, that 1 was brought into thfe world on 
the 23rd of July, I77fl, ip a house adjoining' that in which 
Robespierre was born sixteen years before. It was night ; the 
rain fell, lightning flashed, the thimder rolled j and a relation, 
who was both midwife and fcnrtune-teller, predicted that my 
career would be a stormy one. 

However that may be, we will presume that the sky was not 
troubled on my special account ; and although there is always 
something very attractive in the marvellous, I am far from 
til inking that the turbulence of the elements had much refer- 
ence to my birth. I had a most robust constitution, and there 
was plenty of me, so that as soon as I was bom, they took mo 
for a child of 'two years of age ; and .1 gave tokens of that 
athletic figure, that colossal form, which have since stmek 
terror into the most hardened and powerful ruflians* My 
father’s house, being situated in the d’Armes, the con- 
stant resort of all the blackguards of the vicinity, I had my 
muscular powers early called into action, in regularly thrashing 
my comrades, whose parents were always complaining of me 
to my father and mother. At home, nothing was talked of 
but torn cars, black eyes, and rent garments ; at eight years 
of age, I was the terror of all the dogs, cats, and children of 
the neighbourhood’, at tbiileen I handled .a foil, with no little 
st' ill and address. My father, perceMug that 1 associated 
Chiefly with the military of the garrison, was alarmed Ibr me, 
and desired me to prepare myself for the first receiving 0f 

1 . 
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^ t«N» undertook to pre|^re me for Hilo 

g^ettm dpty, Ood knowawket frait I hate gathered firom 
Hieit lesaous. I began at the same time to learn the trade of 
abkkiittv D^hieh was my father’s business, in which he intended 
timt I should saeeeed him, although I had an elder brother. 

My ei»|doyinent principally consisted in carrying bread 
through theoity. During my rounds, I made frequent visits 
to the fencing-rooms, of which my parents were not long in 
ignorance ; but the cooks all gave such testimony of my po- 
Imness aqjj^punctuality, that they winked at this trifling prank. 
This went oh until they discovered a deficiency in the till, of 
whidh they never took away the key. My brother, who visited 
it in -the same manner as myself, was detected in the very act, 
and sent otF in a hurry to a baker at Lille. The day after this 
event, which had not been explained to me, I was about to 
explore, according to custom, the convenient drawer, when I 
perceived that it Was carefully closed. The same day, my 
father desired me to use more alacrity in my rounds, and to 
return at a certain hour. It was then evident that from this 
day forward I should be equally deprived of liberty and money. 
I bewailed this twofold calamity, and hastened to impart it tc 
a comrade named Poyaiit, older than myself. As a hole was 
out in the counter to drop the money through, he first advised 
me to introduce a feather dipped in glue? but this ingenious 
expedient only produced me very small pieces of money, and 
St became necessary for me to employ a false key, which was 
made for me by a blacksmith's son. I then dipped again into 
the till, and we spent together the fruits of these pilfdirings at 
a public-house, where we had established our head quarters. 
There assembled, attracted by the master of the house, a great 
mjiny well-kuown rogues, and some unfortunate young fellows, 
who, to get replenished pockets, used the same “expedient as 
myself. I soon joined the society of the most abandoned 
vagabt^nds of the country, who initiated me into all their 
TilJaniea, Such was the honourable society in the bosom of 
which ! spent my leisure hours, until one day my father sur- 
prised me, as he had 'done my brother, took away my key, 
heartily thmhed me, ahd took sbeh precautions as totally cut 
off all my hopes of ever again getting a dividend from the 
receipts therein d^osited. 

only resource was now, to take my tithes from the bak- 
ings. Occanenally I pilfered a loaf or two; hut as in dispos- 
ing of them I was compelled to sell them very cheaply, I 
scaic% by *thhtr sale obtained sufilcient to regale myself Wl^ 
Iwitt fieetselty makes tis active; X had aii if 



for ovexytking $ all was agreeable to toe, vme» augaXt ooAn^ 
axtd liquors* My mother had never known her provisions to 
disappear so quickly^ and perhans would not have discovered 
so 8oon» but two oMckens which 1 had resolved on disposmg 
of to my own peculiar profit^ raised their vqiees to accuse tm,. 
Hid in my breeches pocket, and Concealed by my bakerfi 
apron, they thrust out their heads mid crowed: and my mo* 
ther, thus informed of their intended fate, came out to prevent 
it She gave me several cuds of the" head, and sent me supper* 
less to bed. 1 did not sleep a wink, and it was, I Jthink, the 
evil spirit that kept me awake : all I know is, that Prose with 
the determination to lay hands on all the plate. One thing 
alone gave me uneasiness. On each piece the name of Vtnoca 
was engraved in large letters. Poyant to whom I broached 
the matter, overruled all difdculties: and the same day, at 
dinner time, I swept oif ten forks and as many coffee- spoons* 
Twenty minutes afterwards the whole was pawned, and the neJtt 
day I had not a farthing left of the hundred and fifty francs# 
which they lent me on them. 

I did not return home for three days, and on the third even* 
ing I was arrested by two police of&cers, who conveyed me to 
the Baudets, a place in which mad persons are confined, to* 
gether with those committed for trial, and the rogues of the 
district 1 was kept in a dungeon for ten days, without being 
told the cause of my arrest, and then the jailor told me that! 
had been imprisoned at the desire of my father. This inform* 
ation a little composed me : it was a paternal correction that 
was inflioted on me, and I accordingly judged that its con- 
tinuance would not be rigorous. My mother came to. see me 
the next day, and I was pardoned. Four days afterwards I 
was set at liberty, and I returned to work with a determinatioa 
and promise of henceforward conducting myseli irri^roacW- 
bly. Vain resolve I I soon resumed my old habits, except 
extravagance ; and I had excellent reasons for no more play- 
ing the prodigal, for my father, who had before been rather ^ 
careless and regardless, now exercised a vigilance that would 
have done credit to the commandant of an advanced guard* ^ 
If he left the post at the counter, my mother relieved guards ! 
It was impossible for me to approach it, although I was con* | 
stantly on the look out. This put me in despair. At last one 
of my tavern companions took pity on me ; it was Poyant 
again, that thorough rogue, of whose abllitbs in this fmy the 
eitiaens of Arras may still preserve the memory* I confided 
my^corrows to his friendly bosom* ** What a precioua fod you 
ira (said he) to remain thus; and what husiness has a lad of 
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Yfmr ikge 16 shprt of a farthing ? Ah ! were I in your plaee» 
I Imow w^t I would Well, what “ Your parenti 

tre nob, aud a tboii^d crowns, more or Jess, would hot hurt 
Ihe old misers! they are fair game, and we must carr 
it 1 understand, we must grasp at once what wo ean-^ 

not get In detaih** — ^“You’re right; and then we will be off! 
neither seen nor known.” — ”Yes, but the police;” — ” Hold 
your tongue ; are you not their son ? and your mother is too 
fond for that.” This consideration of my mother’s love, united 
to the Tep>erabrance of her indulgence after my late freaks, 
was powerfully persuasive ; I blindly adopted a project which 
smiled on my audacity ; it only remained to put it in execu- 
tion,'' and an opportunity ,^was not long wanting. 

One evening whilst my mother was at home alone, a con- 
4dant of Poyant came kindly to tell her, that engaged in a 
debauch with some girls, I was fighting everybody, and 
breaking and destroying everything in the house, and that, if 
I were not stopped, there would be at least a hundred francs to 
pfty for the damage done. 

At this moment my mother was seated in her chair knitting; 
the stocking dropped from her hand, she arose with haste, and 
ran with great alarm to the place of the pretended affray, which 
had been fixed on at the extremity of the city. Her absence 
could not be of long continuance, and we hastened to profit by 
it A key which I had stolen from the old lady procured us 
admittance into the shop. The till was closed ; I was almost 
glad to meet with this obstacle. I recalled the memory of my 
pother’s love for me, not as an inducement to commit the act 
with impunity, but as exciting feelings of coming remorse. I 
was going to retire ; Poyant held me, his infernal eloquence 
made me blush for what he called my weakness ; and when he 
presented me with a crowbar, with which he had the precaution 
to provide himself, I seized it almost with enthusiasm ; the 
chest was forced ; it contained nearly 2,000 francs (upwards 
of fiOf.) which we shared, and half an hour afterwards I was 
alone on the road to Lille. . In the trouble which this affair 
threw me into, 1 walked at first' very quickly, so that when I 
reached Lens 1 was much fatigued. A return chaise passed. 
Into which I got, and in less Hian three hours arrived at the 
capital of French Flanders, whence I immediately started for 
X>unkirk, being excessively anxious to place myself beyond 
reach of purituit 

I had resolved on visiting the new world. My fate forha% 
fdiis project The port of nankirk was empty, I reaehdi 
Calids, Intending to embark immediately, but they asked mi 
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more than the whole tram m my posaession* I wi^e iodoiM Ip 
hope that at Ostend the fare would be leas ; and on going them 
found the captains ftot more reasonable than at Ciuais. Thipi 
disappointed I fell into that adrenturops disposition, which m» 
duces us to throw ourselves voluntarily into the arms of the 
first enterprise that ofiers. Whilst I was walkings 1 was ac» 
costed by a person whose benevolent appearance gave mo 
rather a favourable impression of him. The first words he ad- 
dressed to me were questions. He had learnt that I was a 
stranger ; he told me that he was a ship-broker ; aifc when ho 
learnt the cause of my coming to Ostend, he offered bis ser- 
vices. “ Your countenance .pleases me,” said he, “ I like an 
open face ; there is in your features the air of frankness and 
joviality, which I like, and I will prove it to you by procuring 
for you a passage for alni(»st nothing*” I spoke of my grati- 
tude. ” No thanks^ my friend, that will be soon enough when 
your business is completed, which I hope will be soon ; but 
surely you will be tired of waiting about in this manner? ” I 
said tliat certainly 1 was not very much amused. ** If you will 
accompany me to Blakemberg, we will sup there togethei:^ 
with some jolly fellows, who are very fond jof Frenchmen*” 
The broker was so polite, and asked me so cordially, that I 
thought it would be ungentlemanly to refuse, and therefore 
accepted his invitation. He conducted me to a house where 
some very agreeable young ladies welcomed us with all tha-t 
ancient hospitality which did ndt confine itself only to feast- 
ing. At midnight, probably — I say probably, for we toojc 
no account of hours — my head became heavy, and my legs 
would no longer support me ; there was around me a complete 
chaos, and things whirled in such a manner, that without per- 
ceiving that they had undressed me, I tlrought 1 was stripped 
to my shirt in the same bed with one of the Blakembergiaa 
nymphs ; it might be true, but all that I know is, that I soon 
fell soundly asleep. On waking I Hand myself cold ; instead 
of the large green curtains, which bad appeared to me in ipy 
sleep, my heavy eyes only gaaed on a Hrest of masts, and I 
heard the watchful cry which only echoes in tho sea-ports. I 
endeavoured to rise, and my baud touched a heap fif cordages, 
against which I was leaning. Did I dream, then, or had | 
dreamt the previous evening ? I felt about, I got up, and 
when on my feet I found that I did not dream, and what was 
irorae, that I was not one of the small number of those per- 
abasagee whom fortune favours whilst sleeping. I was half nakedi 
and except two crowns and six llvres, which I found ol 
my breeches pockets, I was pennyless* It was their but toe 



clear of inc* aa the broker had said, ^*taj bt^incas had soim 
been done.** I was i^reatly enraged, but what did that aewl 
itte? I was even unable to point out the spot where 1 had 
been thus plundered. 1 made up my mind and returned to ^ 
hm, where 1 had some clothes which remedied the dedoieneiee 
^my attire. I had no occasion to tell my misfortune to tho 
landlord. Ah, ah ! ** said he to me, as Cir off as he could see 
aac, **h&ee comes another* Do you know, young man, that 
you havejgot off well ? You return with all your limbs, which 
is lucky when one gets into such a hornet's nest; you now 
know what a land shark is; they were certainly beautiful 
ayrens I All pirates are not on the sea, you observe, nor all 
lie sharks within it ; I will wager that they have not left you 
a farthing.” 1 drew my two crowns from my pocket to show 
them the inn-keeper. ^ That will be,” said he, ** just enough 
to pay your bill,” which he then presented. I paid it and took 
leave of him, without however quitting the city. 

The sea was open to me as a profession, and I resolved to 
b^rothe myself to it, at the risk of breaking my neok thirty 
times a day, by climbing, for eleven francs a month, up the 
rigging of a ship. I was ready to enter like a novice, when the 
sound of a trumpet suddenly arrested my attention ; it was not 
that of a regiment, but of Paillasse (Merry-Andrew) and his 
master, who, in front of a show bedecked with the emblem of 
an itinerant menagerie, were awaiting the mob, which never 
hisses the vulgar er^hibitions,* I saw the beginning ; and whilst 
a large crowd was testifying its gratification by loud shouts 
of laughter, it occurred to me that the master of Paillasse 
might give me emplo3nn€nt. Paillasse appeared to me a good 
fellow, and 1 was desirous of securing his protection ; and as 
I knew that one good turn deserves another, when he got down 
feom his platform, on saying follow the crowd,** thinking 
that he might be thirsty, 1 devoted my last skilling in offering 
him half a pint of gin. Paillasse, saisible of this politeness, 
promised instantly to speak for me, and as soon as our half- 
|>int was finished, he presented me to the director. He was 
the famous Cotte-Cdmus:. he called himself the first physician 
of the World, and in traversing the country, had united hit 
talents to those of the naturalist Gamier, the learned preceptmr 
of general Jacquot, whom all Paris'^saw in the square of the 
fountains before Slid after the revolution. These |:entlein!eit 
had with them a troop of rope-dancers. Comus, as sooh>.as I 
appeared before him, asked me what I could do. ” 
said I. . ” In that case/' arid he, ” they will teach you : theio 
are greater fools than you, and then berides, you We mot a 
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appear^oe. We slitill see if ym haire a taste istellia > 
atagei theja I Will engage you for two years ; the sSm^eia 
tnonths you sbaU he well and clothed ; at the ezid d^lihat 
time you shall ha^e a sixteenth of the prodts; and the year 
following* if you are bright* 1 will glare you a share like the 
others ; iu the meantime* my friend* I will dnd occupation 
for you/* 

Thus was I introduced* and then went to partake of the 
flock-bed of the obliging merry-andrew. At the break of day 
we were awakened by the sonorous voice of our%iaster* who 
leading me to a kind of small room, said, whilst showing. me 
the lamps and wooden chandeliersr—^ There is your employ- 
ment, you must clean these and put them in proper order; do 
you understand ? And afterwards you miifet clean out the- 
cages of the animals, and brush the floors.*’ X went about my 
job which did not greatly please me; the, tallow disgusted me, 
and I was not quite at my ease with the monkeys, who enraged 
to see a fool to whom they were not accustomed, made ineqn- 
ceivahle efforts to tear my eyes out. But I yielded toviron 
necessity. My duty performed, I appeared before the director, 
who said that I was an apt pupil, and that if I was assi- 
duous he would do something for me. I rose early* and was 
very hungry ; it was ten o’clock, but no signs of breal^ast were 
visible, and yet it was agreed that I should have bed and 
board, I was sinking from want, when they gave me a piece 
of brown bread, so hard, that being unable to get through 

f *th iW although gifted with sharp teeth, and a famous appe- 
e, I threw the greater portion amongst the animals, I was 
obliged to light up in the evening, and as, from want of prac- 
tice, I did not evince in my occupation all possible despatch, 
the director, who was a brute, administered to me a slight cor- 
rection, which he renewed the next and following days. A 
month had not elapsed, before 1 was in a wretched condittont 
my clothes* spotted with grease and tom by the monkies* were 
in rags ; 1 was devoured by vermine ; bard diet had made m# 
so thin, that no one would have recognised me ; and then it 
was that there arose in all imaginable bitterness the regreta 
for my paternal home, where good food, soft bed, and excdlent 
clothing were mine, and where 1 had no monkeys to make 
clean and feed. 

X; was In this mood, when one morning Cornua told me* that 
consideration he was convinced that X should make* 
an adhairable tumbler. ' He then placed me tmder the tuition 
of J^WrJBalmate* called the '^little devil/’ with orders to traiti 
and My master just ««caped breaking my iGmi at the^flrst ^ 
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bend whiob he compelled me to make* J took two or three 
letsoiis daUy. In less than three weeks, I was able to execute 
with much skill the inonke3r*8 leap, the drunkard’s leap, the 
eoward!s leap, &c. My teacher, delighted at my progress, 
took jpmns to forward me ; a hundred times I thought that in 
developing my powers he would dislocate my limbs. At 
leiigth we reached the difficulties of the art, which became 
more and more complicated. At my first attempt at the grand 
ding, I nearly split myself in two ; and in the chair-leap, I 
broke my ilbse. Bruised, maimed, and tired of so perilous a 
business, I determined on telling Comus that I had no desire 
to become a vaulter. ** Oh you do not like it,’* said ho ; and 
without objecting to my refusal gave me a sound thumping. 
I then left Balmate entirely and returned to my lamp?. 

Comus had given me up, and it was now for Gamier to give 
me a turn. One day, after having beaten me more than usual, 
(for he shared, this pleasing office with Comus), Garnior, 
measuring me from head to foot, and viewing with a marked 
delight the dilapidation of my doublet, through which my 
flesh was visible, said to me, ** I like you : you have reached 
the point that pleases me. Now, if you are obedient it remains 
with yourself to be happy: from to day you must let your 
nails grow ; your hair is already of a sufficient length ; you 
are nearly naked, and a decoction of walnut-tree leaves will do 
the rest” I did not understand what Gamier meant, when he 
called my friend Paillasse and desired him to bring the tiger 
skin and cluh. Paillasse obeyed — “Now,” said Gamier, “ we 
will go through the performance. You are a young savage 
from the South Seas, and moreover a cannibal ; you oat raw 
flesh, the sight of blood puts you in a fury, and when you are 
thirsty, you introduce into your mouth flints wliich you crack ; 
you Utter only broken and shrill sounds, you open your eyes 
widely, your motions are violent; you only move with leaps 
. and bounds : finally, take for your model the ourang-outang 
who is in cage number one.” During this lesson, a jar full of 
«mall stones quite round was placed at ray feet, and near it a 
cock which was tired with having its legs tied together; Gar- 
‘ nier took it, and offered it to me, saying, ‘*Gnaw away at 
thiSL^* I would not bite it ; he threatened me. I rebelled; 
and demandad to be released ; to which he replied by a dozen 
cu^ of the eari But he did not get off scot-free; irritat<^«t 
this usage, I seized a stake, and Should assuredly have kno#i^ 
the natttralkt on the head, if the whole troop had not failed 
iftCf Jtnd thrust me out at the door with a shower of blo«i» tens 
^ flats and kicks of the feet* 
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Some days afterwards, I was at the same public-house, with, 
a showman and his wife who exhibited puppets in the opeu^ 
street We made acquaintance, and I fbund that I had in- 
spired them with some feelings of interest The husband |>itiedf 
me for having been condemned to what he termed the society 
of beasts. He compared me with Daniel in the lions’ deU* 
We n)ay see that he was learned, and intended for something 
better than to play “ Punch.” At a later period he superin- 
tended a provincial llieatrical company, and perhaps superin- 
tends It still. I shall conceal his name. The emoj^TO mana- 
ger was veiy witty, though his wife did not perceive it; he was 
very »gl3% which slio plainly perceived. She was one of those 
smart brunettes with long eyelashes, whose hearts are of moat 
inflammable material, which deserves a better destiny than to , 
light a Are of straw. T was young, and so was the lady ; she 
was only sixteen, her husband thirty-five. As soon as I found 
myself out of place, J went to see this couple ; it struck me 
that they would ndvise me correctly. They gave me some 
dinner, and congratulatc'd me in having dared to free myself 
from the despotic yoke of Gamier. “ Since you are your own 
master,” said the husband to me, “you had better accompany 
js : you will assist us ; at least, when we are three in number, 
we shall have no lost tin\e l)ot.ween the acts ; you will move 
tl.e actors whilst Eliza goes round with the hat; thus tlie 
’n!])lic will be attracted and not go oif, and the profits will be 
more abundant. What say you, Eliza?” Eliza answered, 
t hat she would do in this respect all he might desire, and be- 
sides she entirely agreed with him ; and at the same time gave 
me a look which bespoke that she was not displeased, and that 
we should soon understand each other. I accepted the new 
employ with gratitude, and at the next representation I- was 
installed to my office. The situation was infinitely superior 
to that at Garnier's. Eliza, who, despite my leanness-, had 
discovered that I was not so badly made as I was clothed, made 
a thousand secret advances, to which I was not backward in 
reply r at the end of three days she said she loved me, I wa« 
not ungrateful ; we were happy and constantly together. At 
home, we only laughed, played, and joked. Eliza’s husband 
took all that for child's sport; when at work we were side by 
side under a narrow cabin, formed of four cloth rags, dignified 
by the splendid title of “ Theatre of Amusing Varieties.” 
Eliza was bn the right of her husband, and I on her right 
hand, and filled her place when she was not there to superin- 
Jtend the eifits and entrances. One Sunday the play was in 
fill! representation, and there was a crowded audience round 
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Punish liad beaten everybody, and oar 
dng noting osore to do wftb one of hh peraon^es {the 3er- 
Ji^apt of the Wateh) wiahed jt to be removed, and called for hia 
Imbant We heard him not Aaslstant, assistant*’ re** 
pekted with impatience, and at a third time turning round ha 
laWfUS enfolding each other in a close embrace. Ellaa, sur** 
prisi^, sought mr an excuse, but the husband without listening . 
cried out agafn^ ** Assistant," and thrust against his eye the 
hook which served to suspend the seijeant At the same mo- 
inent the blood flowed, the representation was interrupted, and 
m battle ensued between the two married people ; the show was 
omtnined, and we were exposed in the midst of a numerous 
crowd of spectators, from whom this scene drew a lengthened 
peal of applause and laughter. 

This disaster again threw me on the wide world, without a 
hoine to shelter my head. If I had had a decent appearance, 

I might have procured a situation in a respectable family, but 
my appearance was so wretched that no one would have any- 
thing to say to me. Irnny situation I had but one resource, 
that of returning to Arras ; but then how to exist on the road ? 

I was a prey to these perplexities, when a person passed near 
me whom I took by his appearance to be a pedlar. I entered 
into conversation with him, and he told me he was going to 
I/flle : that he sold powders, opiates, and elixirs, cut corns, 
relieved bunions, and sometimes extracted teeth. It is a 

n d trade," added ho, " but I am getting old, and want sonie- 
y to carry my pack ; it is a stiff- backed fellow like you 
that I need, with a Arm foot, and steady eye ; so if you like 
we will tramp it together." — "Willingly," was my reply, and 
without any further stipulation, we went on our way together. 
Alter an eight hours’ walk, night drew on, and we could 
scarcely see our way, when we halted before a wretched village 
Here it is," said the Jtinerant doctor, knocking at the 
door. Who is there?" wefl 'U hoarse voice. "Father 
dodard with Ms pack," answered my guide ; and, the door 
immediately opening, we found ourselves in the midst of a 
crowd of pedlars, tinkers, quaok^doetors, umbrella-venders, 
show-men, Arc* who hailed ipy 0 ew master, and ordered a plate 
to be brought for him. I bought they would do me e^jual 
honour, and I was about tp seat mysedf at table, when the host, 
striking me familiarly on the shoulder, asked me if I was not 
tnountebank of father Godard* Who do ym call a mounte- 
bank?" said I with astonishmenb ^"The merryandrew, 
«ihen.** { . confess that^ despite Of the recent reminiscences oi 
dbe mmiiifetle, and the xWatre of Ainusing Tarletiss, I lell 
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mortified fli, such an appellation But I had a devil of on 
appetite/ and as I thought that supper would follow the 
rogatory, and that, after all, my situation with fiithpr Ooda^l 
had not been accurately define^ I consented to pass hii 
mountebank. Ou my answering, the host led me at <mee to a 
neighbouring spot, a sort of barn, where a doaem of fellowa 
were smoking, drinking, and playing at^eards* He said that 
they would send me in someming to eafi . Soon afterwards, a 
stout wench brought me in a mess in a wooden howl, on which 
I fed with the utmost avidity. A loin of mutton was swim* 
tning in a sea of pot-liquor with stringy turnips t I cleared the 
whole up in a twinkling. This done, 1 laid myself down with 
the other packmen’s valets on some piles of straw, which we. 
shared with a camel, two muzzled bears, and a crowd of learned 
dogs. The vicinity of such bedfellows was not the most pleas- 
ing ; but it was necessary to put up with it I did not close 
my eyes, whilst all the others snored away most gloriously. 

Father Godard paid for all, and however bad were the .beds 
and the fare, as we draw near Arras, it was necessary that I 
should not quit him. At length we reached Lille, which we 
entered on a market day. By way of losing no dme, father 
Godard went straight to the principal square, and desired me 
to arrange hts table, his chest, his vials, and packets, and then 
proposed that I should go and announce his arrival ro.nnd the 
place. I had made a good breakfast, and the proposition dis- 
gusted me: I could put up with acting with a dromedary, and 
carrying his baggage from Ostend to Lille, but to go round in 
parade, at ten leagues from Arras — No! 1 bade adieu to 
father Godard, and then set out towards my native city, of 
which the clock soon became visible. Having reached the 
foot of the ramparts, before the closing of Uie gates, I trem- 
bled at the idea of the reception I should meet with: one 
moment I was tempted to beat a retreat, but fatigue arid 
hunger could not allow that; rest and food were vitally 
necessary : I wavered no longer, and ran towards my paternal 
roof. My mother was alone in the shop: I entered, itnd 
throwing myself at her feet, wept, whilst t entreated her for- 
giveness. The poor old woman, who hardly recognised me, 
so greatly was I altered, was softened. She had not power to 
repulae me, and even appeared to havq forgotten all. She 
reinstated me in my old chamber, after having supplied all my 
wants. But it was necessary to tell my fatlier of my return. 
She ^d not feel courage to face hia first bursts of anger: a 
priest of her acquaintance, the almoner of the regiment of Alu* 
ku, .garrlacmed at Arras, undertook, to be the bearer of the , 
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of |>o»o0s and tny after navlng Towed fire and 

lafiM^ to j>ardon me. 1 trembled lest he should 

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ lei* “ " 


ht j0f. The almoner brought the news to mo, and 
ltdiowed It with a moral application, which was no doubt 
tOiiehlng» hut I do not remember a word of it ; I only 
t^pMleet ^at. he quoted the parable of the Prodigal Son, 
which was in^ ttuth aHilatory similar to my own. 

My adventures had ntade some noise in the city ; everybody 
w^as anxious to hear them from my own lips. But no one, ex* 
cept one actress of the Arras company, took more interest in 
them tban'®two milliners of the Rue de Trois Visages : I paid 
th&rn frequent visits. However, the actress soon obtained the 
oxeii^^ive privilege of my attention, and an intrigue followed, 


in ,,Which, disguised as a young girl, I renewed at her house 
some scenes from the romance of Fanblas. A sudden journey 
to Xille witli my conquest, her husband, and a very pretty 
little maid servant, who passed me off foi her sister, proved to 
my fetbier that 1 had soon forgotten the troubles of my first 
campaign. My absence w^as not of long continuance : three 
weeks had Scarcely elapsed, when, from want of money, the 


actreMi refused any longer to allow me to form part of the 
baggage. 1 returned quietly to Arras, and my father was 
confounded at the straightforward way with which I asked his 


consent to enter the army. The best he could do was to com- 


, ply, which he did ; and the next day I w^as clad in the uniform 
of the Bourbon regiment. My height, good figure, and skill 
in arms, procured for me an appointment in a company of 
chasseurs. Some old veterans took offence at it, and I sent 


two to the hospital in consequence, where I soon joined them 
myselfj on being wounded by one of their comrades. This 
commencement gave me notoriety, and they took a malicious 


pleasure in reviewing my past adventures ; so that at the end 
of six ^qjonths, Reckless, — fur they bestowed that name on 
, killed two men and fought fifteen duels* In other 

respects I enjoyed all the pleasure of a garrison life. I 
mounted guard at the cost of some good shopkeepers, whose 
daughters took on themselves tiie charge of malung me as 
comfortable as possible. My mother added to these liherali* 
ties, i^d, my frther made me an allowance; and besides I 
found means tg run in debt: thus I really cut a figure, 
tm^ly fislt anything of the troubles of discipline. Once Only, 
I Was iq a fortnight's imprisonment) because I had 

1 ^! aaawSreA^ I underwent my punbli* 

a duhj^it^ beneath one of the baiHons^ where one of 
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my «otnrAdet was shut uu with W, a iioMler hx 
aagiuieut. tin was aeoused of various robberiesi wHob bo Itkd 
eonfoBsedl Scarcely were we alone when be told nm the 
grounds of his detention, llouhtlessly the xejdmeot would 
give him up, and this idea, joined to the dread of dishonouring 
his family, threw him into despair. I pitied him, and weeing 
no remedy for so deplorable a case, 1 counselled him to evade 
punishment either by escape or suioidts. He determined to 
try the former ere he resolved on the latter ; and, aided by a 
young friend who came to visit me, I prepared all for his 
flight. At midnight two bars of iron were broken, and we 
conducted the prisoner to the ramparts, and then I said to 
him — **Go: you must either or hang,** He calcula* 
ted the height, and hesitating, determined rather to run the, 
chance of his sentence than to break his legs. He was pre^ 
piiring to return to his dungeon : at a moment when he least 
expected it, n^e gave him u push over i he shrieked out whilst 
1 bid him be silent. I (hen retunied to my cell: when oh 
iny straw, 1 tasted the repose which the consoiousnefts of a 
good deed always brings. The next day, On the flight of my 
companion being discovered, 1 was questioned, and dismissed 
on saying that I knew nothing of the affair. ' $ome yeari^ 
afterwards, I met this unlbrtunate fellow, who lookeS on ipe a^ 
his liberator. Since Ins fall he had been lame, but had bcr 
come an honest man, 

1 could not remain eternally at Arras: war had been 
declared against Austria, and I set out with the regiment, and 
soon after was present ft t the route of Marquain, which ended at 
Lille by the massacre of the brave and unfortunate general 
Dillon. After this we were ordered against the camp at 
Maulde, and then in that de la Lune, when, with the ii^erml 
army under the command of Killerman, I was engaged in the 
battle against the Prussians of the SOth of October. The 
next day I was made corpora) of grenadkrs; thereupon it, 
became necessary to baptise my worsted lace* and I at^.uitted 
myself with much credit at the drinking booth, when, 1 know 
not how or why, I quarrelled with the seijeant-major of the 
regirhent which I had just left. An honourable meeting, 
which I propose, was agreed upon, hut wh^n on the ground 
my adversary pretended that the dif&renoe from rank Would 
not allow of his measuring weapons with I sought to 
coihpel him by violence, he went to make Tcompjaint of ine, 
and the tame evening I was, together with my second^ planed 
under arrest, TWo &ys afterwards we were infori^ tnal we 
were t» b# «H«d by court«martiah and 1 thereon determined 
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la Hjr aomr^de in hii waistcoat onl^^ with a ea|> on 

Mb hBMdf Hke.a soldier about to tmdei^go punishinent, walked 
heS&m me, who had on a haiiy cap, i»y knapsack, and musket, 
at the end of iidiioh was a l^ge packet sealed with red wax, 
idld msonbed ** To the citizen commandant of the quarters at 
V|tiy4e-Fran-9ais.” This was our passport, and wc reached 
Vitry in safety, and procured citizens* habits from a Jew. At 
this period the walls of .every city were covered with placards, in 
whion all Frenchmen were invited to fly to the defence of 
^cir country. At such a juncture tlic first comers were 
enrolled: a quarter-master of the 11 th chasseurs received us, 
gave us our route, and we immediately started for the depdt 
at Philippeville. 

My companion and self had hut little cash, when fortunately 
a lucky windfall was in waiting for us at Chalons* In the 
same inn with us was a soldier of Beaujolais, who invited us to 
drink. He was an open-hearted countryman of Picardy, and 
as X conversed with him In the provincial dialect of his 
country, whilst the glass was circulating we grew such great 
friends, that he showed us a portfolio filled with assignats, 
which he said he had found near Chateau-1* Abhaye. ** Com- 
Tade»/* said he, ** I cannot read, but if you will tell me what 
these papers are worth, I will give you a share,** The Picard 
could not have asked any one better able to inform him, and ir 
bulk he had much the greater quantity ; but he had no suspi- 
cion tlnit we had retained in value nine-tenths of the sum. 
This little supply was not useless during the remainder of our 
journey, which we finished with much glee. Arrived at our 
place of destination, we had still enough left to keep the pot 
boiling. A abort time afterwards we were sufficiently skilled 
in boroemanship to be appointed to one of the squadrons on 
seivice, and we reached the army two days before the battle of 
lemmappes* It was not the first time that 1 had smelt pow- 
der, ana 1 was no coward ; indeed I had reason to know that I 
bad found favour in the eyes of niy oSdeers, when my captain 
informed me, that having been discovered to be a deserter, I 
ihould bo most certainly arrested. The danger was imminent, 
and that same evening X saddled my horse, intending to go 
over to the Austrians. 1 soon reached their out-ppsts ; and 
oil naldug' to b^ admitted, was mcorporaied at once with the 
ouiiaasien of JCinskL 1^bat 1 most feared was lest I sbcspld 
be ocmpiiBed next day to cross swords with the Frendh, and X 
to ' avoid any such noeessity. A pretended illnesi 
sWiddod MB to bo left at Louvain, where after pmlbg somo 
ia Hko hospital, I oflbred to give tbo oMoers in the gai> 



MSMOIltS O? riBOCa# 

rison lesRous in. fencing. They were ddighted with the prpf* 
poeal^ and supplied me with masks, glores, and foils ; and 
assault, in which I disarmed two or three pretended German 
masters was enough to give th^ the highest opinion of my 
skill. 1 soon had many pupils, and reaped a good harvest ol 
Borins, 

1 was too much elated with my success, when at the end of a 
brisk attack on a brigadier, 1 was condemned to undergo 
twenty stripes of the cat, which according to custom, were 
given to me on parade. This transported me with rage, and I 
refused to give another lesson. I was ordered to continuCp 
with a choice of giving lessons or a firesh flowing. 1 decided 
on the former; but the cat annoyed me, and f resolved to dwe 
all to escape from it Being informed that a lieutenant waa 
about to join the army under general Schroeder, I begged to. 
accompany him as his servant ; to which he agreed, under, the 
idea that I should make a St. George of him,; but hewiss 
mistaken, for as we approached Quesnoi I took French leaver 
and directed my journey towards Landreeies, where I paised 
for a Belgian who had left the Austrian banner. They wished 
me to enter a cavalry regiment, hut the fear of being recognized 
and shot, if ever I should be brigaded with my old regiment, 
made me give the preference to the 14th light regiment (the 
old chasseurs of the barriers). The army of the Sambre and 
Meuse was then marching towards Aix-la-Chapelle ; the cpm« 
pany to which I belonged received orders to follow it We set. 
out, and on entering fiocroi I saw the chasseurs of the llthu 
1 gave myself up for lost, when my old captain, with whom I 
could not avoid an interview, gave me courage. This worthy 
man, who had taken an interest in me ever since he had seen 
me cut away amongst the hussars of Saxe^Teschen, told me 
that as an amnesty would henceforward place me out of iho 
reach of all pursuit, he should have much pleasure in again 
having me under his order. Z told him how glad it would 
make me; and he, undertaking to arrange the ailkir, I waa 
once more reinstated in the llth. My old comrades received 
me with pleasure, and I was not less pleased to find mysell 
once again amongst them; and nothing was wanting to com* 
plete my haj^iuess, when love, who Is always busy, determined 
on playing one of his tricks. It will not he thought suiprisli^ 
that at seventeen I housekeeper of an old gentle-^ 

man. ;Manbn, for that was her name, was near twice. my age» 
but then she loved me very tenderly^ and proved it by making 
every wmrifioe to me unbe^itatlngly.' J was to her taste, , the 
haadsomeid of chaieeurs/ bi^au^ I was hers, and she wjahed 
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ijut i tboiild b 0 the most dashing. She had j^Iready given 
' anvateh, imol was piondly adorned with various jewels, proofs 

of the love with which I had inspired her, when I learnt that 
Ma^on was aecused by her roaster of robbery. Manon eon- 
Sssed the fact, hut, at the same time, to assure herself that 
alter her sentence I should not pass into auothcr*s arms, she 
pointed me out as her accomplice, and even asserted that I had 
|>roposed the theft to her. It had the appearance of proba- 
bility, and I was consequently implicated, and should have 
extricated myself with difficulty if chance had not brought to 
light some letters of hers, which established my innocence. 
Manon, conscience-stricken, retracted. I had been shut up in 
the house of confinement at Stenay, « hence I was set at liberty, 
and sent back as white as snow. My captain, who had never 
thought me guilty, was delighted at seeing me again ; but the 
chasseurs could not forgive my being even suspected; and in 
consequence of various allusions and comments, I had no less 
than six duels in as many days. In the last I was badly 
wounded, and was conveyed to the hospital, where I remained 
<br a month before I recovered. On going out, my officer, 
convinced that these quarrels would be renewed if I did not go 
away for a time, gave me a furlough for six weeks. I went to 
Arras, where I was much astonisbed to find my father in a 
public employment As an old baker, he had been appointed 
to, watch over the supplies of the commissariat. He opposed 
the distribution of bread at a time of scarcity ; and this dis- 
charge of his duty, although he performed it gratis, was so 
ofil^nsive, that he would assuredly nave been conducted to tlie 
guillotine had he not been protected by citizen (now lieuten- 
ant-general) Souham, commandant of the 2d battalion of 
Corr^ze, into which I was temporarily drafted. 

My 'furlough being out, I rejoined my regiment at Givet, 
wheiice wc marched for the county of Namur. We were 
^uarter^ in the villages on the of the Meuse ; and as 
the Austrians were in sight, not f ; «ay passed without some 
filring on both sides. At the termination of an engagement 
more serious than usual, we were driven back almost under 
the cannon pf Givet: and in the retreat I rpceivqd a ball in 
thy leg, which compelled me to go again to the hospital, and 
afterwards to remain at the depdt ; and I was there when the 
Germanic legion passed, principally composed of a party of 
4e8ert»]r<h fi^ncing roasters, &c. One of the chief officers pi*o* 
'posdl that 1 should enter this corps, ofi^ing the rank of quar- 
^ler*roaster. ^^ Once admitted,*' said he, '^1 will answer for 
pou «hall be saib ftom all pursuit^' The certain^ of not 



KBMOtSS 0> Tiooca. 17 

being asked for, joined to the remembrance oft the disagreea* 
blea of my intimacy with Manon, decided me ; I accepted the 
offers and the next day was with the legion on the^ road te 
Flanders* No doubt, in continuing to serve in this '^orp^ 
where promotion was very rapid, 1 should have been made aa 
officer, but my wound opened af^sh, with such bad symptomi^ 
that 1 determined to ask for leave again, which on obtaintngi 
I was six days afterwards once more at the gates of Arras. 



CHAPTER II 


On entering the city, I was struck with the air of consterna- 
tion which every countenance wore ; some persons whom I 
questioned looked at me with contempt, and left me without 
making any reply. What extraordinary business was being 
transacted ? Penetrating the crowd, which was thronged in 
the dark and winding streets, 1 soon reached tlie fish-market 
Then the lirst object which struck my sight was the guillotine, 
raising its blood-red boards above the silent multitude. An 
old man, whom they had just tied to the fatal plank, was the 
vietipa ; suddenly I heard the sound of trumpets. On a high 
place which overlooked the orchestra, was seated a man, still 
,youi5g, clad in a Carmagnole of black and blue stripes, niis 
person, whose appearance announced monastic rather than 
military habits, was lcanmg.‘<oarokssly on a cavalry sabre, the 
large hilt of which represented the Cap of Liberty; a row of 
pistols ornamented his girdle, and his hat, turned up in the 
Spanish fashion, was surmounted hy a large tri-coloured cock- 
le : I recognized Joseph Lebon. At this moment his mean 
countenance was animated with a horrid smile ; he paused from 
heating time with his left foot ; the trumpets stopped ; he made 
« Signal, and the old man was placed under the blade. A sort 
of clerk, half drunk, then appeared at the side of the avenger 
of the people,” and read with a hoarse voice a bulletin of the 
wmy of the llhine and Moselle. At each paragraph the 
orchestra sounded a chord; and when the reading was con- 
cluded, the liead of the wretched old man was stricken off amidst 
shouts of ** Vive la republique 1 ” repeated by the satellites of 
the ferocious Lebon. I shall never forget, nor can I ade- 
quately depict the impression of this .horrible sight I reached 
my Other's house almost as lifeless as the miserable being 
whose agony had been so cruelly prolonged ; and'tlien I learnt 
that he was M. de Mongon, the old commandant of the citadel, 
condemned as an aristocrat. A few days before, they had 
cuted at the same place, M, de Vieux-Pont, whose only crime 
l^t of having a parrot, in whose chatteriugs ther0 were 
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some soun4s like the cry of “ Viire le roi I ** Tne pmrbt lutd 
escaped the fate of his master ; and it was said that it hM been 
pardoned at the entreaty of the citizeness Lebon, who. had 
undertaken to convert it. The hitizeness Lebon had been a 
nun oftlie abbey of Vivier: with this qualification added to 
many others, she was the fitting consort br the ex-curate of 
Neuville, and exercised a powerful infiuence over the members 
of the commission at Arras, in^ which were seated, as judges 
or jurymen, her brother-in law and three uncles. The ex-nun 
was no less greedy of gold than blood. One evening at the 
theatre, she ventured to make this address to the crowded 
auditory : — “ Ah, Sans Culottes, they say it is not for you that 
the guilJotine is at work? JVV^hat tlii devil, must we not de- 
nounce the enemies of the country? Bo you know any noble, 
any rich person, any aristocratical shopkeeper? ‘Denounce 
him and you shall have his money-bags.*' The atrocity of 
this n onster was only equalled by that of her husband, who 
abandoned himself to the greatest excesses. Frequently alter 
liis orgies he was seen running through the city making bestial 
propositions to one young person, bandishmg a sabre over 
another’s head, and firing pistols in the ears of* women and 
children. 

All old apple- woman, with a and sleeves tucked up 

to the shoulders, carrying a long Mick of hazel-wood, usually 
attended him in his walks, and they were frequently met arm- 
in-arm together. This woman, called mother Duchesne, in 
allusioirto the famous father Duchesne, figured as the Goddess 
of Liberty in several democratic solemnities. She regularly 
assisted at the sittings of tin; commissions, for which she pre- 
pared the arrests by her speeches and denunciations. She thus 
brought to the guillotine all the inhabitants of one street, 
which was left entirely desolated. 

I have often asked myself how, in the midst of such deplor- 
able scenes, the taste for pleasure and amusement lost none of 
its relish. The fact is, that Arras continued to offer to me the 
same dissipations as ever ; the ladies were as accessible j and 
I was easily convinced of that, as in a very few days I rose 
gradually in my amours from the young and pretty Constants^ s 
only child of corporal Latulipe, canteen-keeper of the citadel, 
to the four daughters of the notary, who had an office at the 
comer of the Hue dea^Capucines. Lucky should I have been 
had I confined myself to that, but I began to pay my hoim»gfi 
to a beauty of the Rue de la Justice; and one day I met my, 
rival in my walks. He, who was the old musician of the iregf* 
anont, was one of those men who, without boasting of the i 
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«e«f which they have obtained, hint in plain terms that they 
have experienced refusals^ 1 charged him with boasting in 
this way, and he became enraged ; I provoked him the more, 
and the more an^^ry he grew: 1 had forgotten my own cause 
‘of anger with him, when I remembered that I had good 
grounds of offence. 1 demanded an explanation, which was 
useless ; and he only consented to meet me after I had inflicted 
on him the most degrading humiliation. The rendezvous 
was fixed for the next morning. I 'was punctual ; bnt scarcely 
had I arrived when I was surrounded by a troop of gendarmes 
and police officers, who demanded my sword and ordered me 
to follow them. I obeyed, and was soon enclosed within the 
walls of the Baudets, whose use had been changed since the 
terrorists had put the population of Arras in a state of periodi- 
cal decapitation. The jailor, Beaupre, covered with an enor- 
mous red cap, and followed by two large black dogs, who nevei 
quitted him, conducted me to a vast garret, where he held in 
his keeping the principal inhabitants of the countiy. There, 
deprived of all communication from without, they scarcely 
received nourishment, and not even that until it had liter- 
ally been oyerhauled by Beaupre, who carried bis precau- 
tion ao far as to plunge his filthy dirty hands in the broth, to 
assure himself that there no arms or keys. If anybody 
eomplained, he said to hiin, “ Umph ! you are very difficuH 
to please for the time you have left to live. How do you know 
that it will not ce your turn to-morrow? Oh, by the way, 
what is your name ? ” — ** So and so.*’ — Ah ! by my faith it 
is your turn to-morrow ! ** And the predictions of Beaupr^ 
were the less likely to fail as he himself pointed out the in- 
dividuals to Joseph Lehon, who, after his dinner, consulted 
him, saying, ** Who shall we bathe to-morrow? *’ 

Amongst the gentry shut up with us, was the Count de 
Bethune. One morning they sent for him to the tribunal. 
Before leading him out to the fore court, Beauprtf said to him 
abruptly, ** Citizen Bethune, since you are going down there, 
ima not I to have all you leave behind you?" — Certainly, 
M. Beaupr^,** answered the old man tranquilly, ** There are 
W misters now,’* said the grinning wretch of a jailor, “ we are 
citizens;** and at the gate he again cried out to hiini 
Adieu, citizen Bethune!" M. de Bethune was however ac- 
"^itted. He was brought back to prison as a suspected per- 
His return rejoiced us all ; we thought him saved, but 
the next day he was again called up. Joseph Lebon, during 
whose absence the sentence of acquittal had been passed, 
trrived from the country ; furious at being deprived of the 
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lilood of so woTtliy a man, he had ordered the memhers of the 
commission to assemble immediately, and M. de BethunC, 
condemned at the next sitting, was executed by torchlight. 

This eventi announced to us with ferocious 

'oy, gave U^oasiness; every day they condemned 

to death w^are ignorant even of the cause of their 

arrest, fpr(tme"dt situation in society never intended 

them for and on the? other hand, I knew 

that Beaupr^, vciy Serupulous as to the number, thought not 
of the qiuility i that frequently, not seeing immediately 
the numl[)cr of ’individuals pointed out, sent the first who came 
to hand, that tfe service of the state might sufler nothing from 
delay. Evet^ moment then might place me in thfe ctutch ot 
Beauprd, and you may believe that this idea was not the most 
satisfactory in the world. 

I had been already detained sixteen days, when a visit from 
Joseph Leboii was announced ; his wife aqo«»d4|'anied him, and 
he had in his train the principle terii^rists of the country, 
amongst whom, I recognised my ffiHier’s old barber, and an 
emptitjr of wells, culled l)clmotte, or Lantilette. I asked them 
to say a word for me to the representative, which they pro- 
mised ; and 1 augured the bcttei of it as they were both in 
good e&tiiiiation. However, Joseph Lebon went through the 
rooms, questioning the prisoners in a biutal manner, and pre- 
tending to address tlie n with frightful harshness. When he 
came to me, he stared at me, and said in a tone half severe and 
half jesting, Ah ! ah! is it you, Fran(?ois ? What, you an 
aristocrat, — you speak ill of the Sans Culottes, — you regret 
Your old llourbon regiment, — take care, for I can send you to 
be cooked {guilloliiicd}. But send your mother to me.** I 
told him, that being so strictly immured {eiu secret) I could 
not sec her. Beauprd,’* said he to the jailor, let Vidocq*s 
mother come in /*’ and went away, leaving me full of hope, as 
he had evidently treated me with marked amenity. Two hours 
afterwards I saw my mother, who told me, what I knew nat 
before, that the musician whom 1 had challenged had denounced 
me. The denunciation was in the hands of a furious jacobin, 
the terrorist Chevalier, who out of frendship to my rival, would 
certainly have been much against me, if his sister, at the per- 
auasion of my mother, had not prevailed on him to exert him- 
self to procure my discharge. Having left prison, I was con- 
ducted with great state to the patriotic society, j^here they 
made me take the oath-of fidelity to the republic and hatred to 
tyrants. I swore all they desired, V'hat sacrificea will not a 
man maka to nrocure his freedom! 
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These formalities concluded, 1 was replaced in the depAt, 
where my comrades testified much pleasure at seeing me 
again. After what had j)asscd, I should liave hetui deficient ia 
gratitude had I not looked on Chevalier avS nn' deliverer ; I 
went to thank him, and expresstd to his sister how much I 
was touched at the interest whiidi she had so kindly testified l.> 
a poor prisoner. This lady, vvho was the most amorous of 
hrunettes, hut whose large black eyes did not compensate for 
their ugliness, thouglit that 1 was in love because 1 was politi'; 
she construed literally some coujjdiuients wide}) I paid her. 
and from the first interview^ she so greatly misinterpn ted my 
sentiments as to cast her regards upon me. Our imio:i was 
talked of, and my pjirents were questioned on tlic point, who 
answered that eighteen was too young for marriage, and s(; the 
matter went on. Meanwhile battalions were formed at Arras, 
and being know'n as an excellent driller, 1 w'as summoned, 
»vith seven other subaltern officers, to instruct the 2d battaiicu 
of Pas-de-Calais, to which belonged a corporal of grenadim 
of the regiment of Languedoc, named Cinsar, now gardo 
chnmpitre at Colombro or Pateux, near Paris. Afterwards I 
was promoted to the rank of sub-lieutenant on arriving at St.. 
Sylvestre-Capeilc, near JhuUeul, where we quart^'red. C:esar 
had been fencing-master ia his own regiment, and my pro\u\'..s 
with the advaiiced guard of Xinski’s cuirassiers was well 
known. We resolved to teach the practice as wc 11 as tliC 
theory of fencing to the oflicers of the natlalion, who were 
much pleased at such a?i arrangement. Our lessons produced 
us some money, but not enough for our wants, or if you 
please, the desire of men of our abilities. It was particularly 
in good living that we were found wanting. What increased 
our regrets and appetites was, that the mayor with whom we 
lodged kept an excellent table. AVe sought in vain the means 
of incrcitsing onr vsnpplic.s ; an old domineering servant, 
named Sixea, always defeated our intentions, and disturbed 
our gastronomic ])lans. AVe were disheartened and starving. 

At length Cu*sar found out the secret of breaking the 
charm which kept us from the table of the municipal function- 
ary. At his suggestion, the drum-major came one morning 
to beat the morning call under the mayor’s windows. Judge 
of the disturbance. It may be surmised that the old M;egara 
did not fail to request an intervention in putting a stop to this 
uproar Ca‘sar promised, with a mild air, to use all his infiu- 
ence to put a stop to the noise, and then ran to beg the drum- 
major to renew the cause of complaint ; and the next morning 
there was a row sulficient to awaken the dead from the adja- 
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cent clnirch-yard ; and at length, not to do things hy halves, he 
sent the druin-niajor to practice with his boys at the back of 
the liousc; a pupil of the ahb^ Sienrd could not have endured 
it. The old woman came to us, and invited the cunning 
Cu’i’ar and me very graciously ; hut that was not enough. 
The drummers continued their concert, which only concluded 
when their respectable ebiet was admitted, as w'cll as (/urselvcs, 
to the inuiiicipal banquet. From that time no more drums 
were lieard at St. Sylvestre-C\(pelle, except when detachments 
wore passing hy, and everybody was at peace except 
W'lmm the old w'oinan began to threaten with her .Qbli^lg 
iavours. This unfortunate j)assion brought on a scene, which 
must still be rcmenihcred in that part of the country, "wltere it 
mull' mur*h luu'se at the time. 

It was tile village feast, dancing, singing, drinking went on; 
;md T ])ore my part so ably that they were compelled to lead 
u\v to })ed. Tiu' next day t awoke before daybreak ; as after 
ail similar orgies, 1 had a giddy head, my mouth parclied, and 
iiiy stomach disordered; I wanted something to drink; and on 
rising I felt a hand ns cold as a well-rope encircling my neck; 
my liead wois slill wandering and weak from the over-night’s 
di'haueh, and J shrieked out lustily. The mayor, who slept in 
an adjoining chain i)er, ran with his brother and an old servant, 
both armed tvilh cudgels. Ca'sar had not returned, and 
reflection had convinced me that the nocturnal visitor could 
only be Sixea ; and pretending to be greatly alarmed, 1 told 
them that sonic hobgolilin lincl come to my side, and had gli- 
ded out at the foot of the bed. They then laid on several 
blows with their stiehs; and Sixea, perceiving that she would 
soon be killed, cried out, ‘‘ Gentlemen, do not strike, it is I— - 
it is Sixoa. 1 walked in my slc('p to the officer’s bed.” At 
the same time she showed her head, irtul did well ; for 
although they recognised her voice, yet the superstitious 
Flemings wert^ about to renew the application of the bastinado. 
This affair made imicli noise tlirougliout the place. It spread 
even to Cassel, and procured mo many intrigues. 1 had, 
amongst others, one with a pretty bar-maid, whom T should 
not allude to if she had not taught me, that at the counter of 
some coffee-houses a good-looking fellow may get change for 
cash which he has not paid. 

We had been quartered for three months when the division 
was ordered to Stinward. The Austrians had given tokens of 
an intention to proceed to Poperingue, and the 2n(l battalion 
of the Pas-dc-Calais was placed in the first rank. The night 
after our arrival the enemy surprised out outposts, and pene- 
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trated to the village of Belle, which we occupied, and we 
formed in battle array in the greatest haste. In this nocturnal 
manoeuvre our young recruits evinced that intelligence and 
alacrity which arc only to be found in Frenchmen. About six 
o’clock in the morning, a squadron of Wurraser hussars 
debouched on our left, and charged us without being able to 
break through our ranks. A column of infantry which follow- 
ed them, attacked us at the same time witli the baytniet ; and 
ft was only after a brisk encounter that our inferiority of num- 
bers compelled us to fall back upon Stinward, our head- 
quarters. 

On arriving there I received the congratulations of general 
Tandomme, and a billet for the hospital of St. Orner, for I 
had had two sabre cuts in fighting with an Austrian hussar, 
who was killed wliilst crying, “ Ergih dich ! ergib dick ! (sur- 
render, surrender).” 

My wounds were not very severe, since at tlie end of two 
months I was enabled to rejoin the battalion which was at Ilazc- 
hroiiek. I then saw the strange corps called the lievolutiojiary 
Army. 

The men with pikes and red caps, who composed it, took 
with them everywhere the giiillotiiie. The convention liad 
not, they said, found any better way of securing tlie fidelity of 
the officers of the fourteen armies which it had on foot, than 
by placing before tlu ir eyes the instrument of punishmen* 
reserved for traitors. All that 1 can say is, that tins mournful 
sight almost killed with, fear the inhabitants of the country 
through which it passed. It did not much flatter the military, 
and we had many quarrels with the Sans (hilottes, who were 
called the body guard of the guillotine. I !)cat one of the 
party, who took upon himself to censure my gold epaulettes, 
w'hcn the regulation only ordered those of worsted. My fine 
array \Vould have brought misfortune on me, and I should have 
paid dearly for my disregard of the sumptuary haw, if I had 
not been allowed to start for Cassel, where I was joined by my 
battalion, which was then arrayed like the other regiments: 
these officers became plain soldiers, and it was in that capj^pity 
that I was directed to enter the 28th battalion of volunteers, 
which fonned part of the army destined to drive the Austrians 
from Valenciennes and CondA 

Shortly afterwards the battalion was quartered at Fresnes. 
In the farm house in which I was billeted, there arrived one 
day the whole family of a pilot, consisting of the husband, 
wife, and two children, one of whom was a girl of eighteen, 
who was remarkably handsome. The Austrians had taken the 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ, 


25 

boat, laden with grain, which was their whole fortune ; and 
these poor people, reduced to the garments which covered 
them, had no resource left but to take refuge with my host, 
their relation. This ci cumstance, their pitiable condition, 
and the beauty of the young girl Delphine, touched my 
heart 

During a foraging party, I discovered their boat, which the 
enemy were only gradually unlading and measuring out 1 
proposed to a dozen of comrades to carry off the spoils ^ 
from the Austrians. They acceded to the proposition ; our 
colonel gave his consent; and on a stormy night, we ap- 
proached the vessel without being observed by the officer in 
charge, whom we despatched to feed the fish of the Escaut 
with five strokes of the bayonet. The wife of the pilot, who 
would follow us, instanlly ran for a bag of florins which she 
bad concealed in the grain," and gave them to my charge. We 
then loosened the boat, to let it float to a point where we had 
an entrenched post, but at the moment it got into the stream, 
we w'erc surprised by the challenge of a guard, whom we had 
not observed amongst the bulrushes which concealed him. 
At the report of his gun which accompanied his second call to 
us, the next piquet flow to arms, and in a moment the bank ' 
was covered with soldiers who fired a shower of balls at the 
boat, which we were compelled to quit. My comrades and 1 
cast ourselves on a sort of raft wliich we had, and the women 
did the same ; hut the pilot, forgotten in the confusion, or 
stopping with a hope of escape, was taken by the Austrians, 
who were not sparing of their blo\vs and kicks. This experi- 
ment had besides lost us three men, and I liad two fingers 
broken by a niusket-ball. Delphine loaded me with caresses. 
Her mother having set out for Ghent, where she knew her 
husband had been sent as prisoner of war, we betook ourselves 
to Lille. I there passed rny time of convalescence. As DeJ- 
phine had a portion of the money found in the grain, we led a 
very pleasant life. We talked of marriage, and the affair was 
BO far arranged that I started one morning for Arras, whence 
I was to return with the license and my parents' consent, 
Delphine had already procured that of her parents, who were 
still at Ghent A league from Lille, I remembered that I had 
forgotten my hospital billet, which it was indispensably neces- 
sary to produce before the municipality of Arras, and I 
returned for it Arrived at the hotel, I went to the room we 
occupied and knocked ; no one answered. It was impossible 
that Delphine could be out so early, it being scarcely six 
o'clock. X knocked again, and Delphine opened the door 
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stretchijig her arms and rubbing’ her eyes like some one who 
has been suddenly awakened. To prove her, I proposed that 
she should go with me to Arras, that 1 might present her to 
my parents, and she very tranquilly agrc'od. My suspicioiis 
were disappearing, and yet something wliispcred to me that 
she was deceiving me. I at length perceived tliat she fro 
quently glanced towards the wardrobe. 1 pretended a desire 
to open it, which my chaste betrothed opposed, and gave me 
one of those excuses which a woman always has ready'. Jiut I 
was determined ; and at length opened the closet, whe re I 
found concealed, beneatli a heap of dirty linen, the doctor wlio 
had attended me during my convalescence. lie was old, ugly', 
and misshapen. The first feeling was the humiliation of 
having such a rival; and yet I should have been more enrng(‘(l 
at finding a good-looking fellow, but this I leav(? for the deci- 
sion of the numerous lovers who have been similarly circum- 
stanced. As for me, 1 wished to begin by knocking out the 
brains of the intriguing Esculapius, but (which seldom hap- 
pened to me) reflection restrained me. We were in a town of 
war, where they might play me some trick about my leave of 
absence. Besides lielpliine wavS not iny wife ; 1 had no riglit 
over her. I determined on kicking her out; after whicJi, 1 
threw her from the window her clothes, and money cnougli to 
take her to Ghent, I allowed myself to retain the remainder 
of the money, whixch T thought 1 liad lawfully acquired, since 
I had directed the i'plendid expedition whicji had rescued it 
Jrom the clutch of the Austrians. 1 Ibrgot to say lliat I 
allowed the doctor to return unmolested. 

Having got rid of my faithless she, I determined on re- 
maining at Lille, until the lime of my furlough should 
expire ; but it is as easy to conceal oneself in this city as at 
Paris, and my residence would have been undisturbed but for 
an affair of gallantry of w'hich I shall spare the details. It 
will suffice to say, that being arrested in female attire, at the 
moment I was flying from the rage of a jealous husband, I 
was taken to the police office, where I at first obstinately 
refused to give any account of myself; for in fact, by speak- 
ing, I should either destroy the female who had been kind 
to me, or announce myself as a deserter. Some hours’ con- 
finement changed my resolution ; a superior officer, to whom 
I had appealed to receive my declaration^ and to whom 1 can- 
didly stated the facts, seemed to take some interest for me. 
The commandant-general of the division wished to hear from 
my own lips tliis recital, which made him laugh to excess. 
He then gave orders that X should be set at liberty; and 
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caused a line foTtlnvith to bo ^iven to mo to rejoin the 28tl2 
batt'iiion at Brabant: but inatead of following this destina- 
tion, I went to Arras, deterniined only to enter the service 
again at the last exlrenilly. 

My first visit was to tlie patriot Chevalier. Ills influence 
with Joseph Lohon made me hope that I sliould obtain througli 
his interest an extioision of leave, which he procured for’ me. 
and I was again intnuhiced to the family of my • benefactor, 
flis sister, whose hind intentions towards me are aheady 
hnown, rcdouhled her kindness; and on the oilier hand, the 
habit of seeing her daily familiarized me with lier ugliness; 
in short, matters came to such a point that I was not at all 
surprised to hear one day that she was pregnant. She made 
no mention of marriage, not even pronouncing the word ; but 
I saiv but too clearly, that to this complexion it must come at 
last, lest 1 should incur the vengeance of her brother, who 
would not have hesitated to denounce me as an aristocrat, and 
moreove r a deserter. My parents, struck with all these con- 
siderations, and conce iving the hope of keeping me n(?ar them, 
gave t]i(‘ir consent to the marriage, which the Chevalier family 
wer<' very anxious about. It was at last settled, and I hecaino 
a husband at eigliteim years of age. 1 thought myself also 
almost the father of a family, hut scarcely had a few days 
elapsed, when my wife confessed that her pretended pregnancy 
was tlie result of a ] Ian to induce me to marry her. The ex- 
Ofssivc satisfaction which such an avowal gave me, may be 
conceived; hut the same motives which had decided me ou 
contracting tlte alliance compelled me to be silent ; and I 
determiiiecl to hi'cp my own counsel, enraged as I was, A 
mercer’s shop wiiieh rny wife liad opened, turned out very 
badly; I thought that I found the cause of it in the re})eated 
absence of iny wife, who was all day at her brother’s. 1 made 
my observations ; and received orders to rejoin my regiment 
at Tournny. 1 might have complained of this expeditious 
mode of getting rid of a troublesome husband ; but J was so^ 
much tired of the joke of Chevalier, that I resumed with joy 
3ny uniform, which I had cast off with so much pleasure. 

At Touriiay, a veteran officer of the Bourbon regimen t^lien 
adjutant-general, attached me to his office as a deputy,” and 
particularly in the serving out of clothing. Business soon 
demanded that a man of trust should be despatched to Arras. 

I set out post, and arrived in the city at eleven o’clock at 
night. As I was charged Avith orders, the gates were opened 
to me, and by an impulse, for which I cannot account, I was- 
induced to run to my wife’s abode. I knocked fd^ a long time 
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nncl no one answered. A neiglibour, at lengtb, opened the 
door, and 1 ran up stairs with all speed to my wife’s chamber. 
On approaching, i heard the clank of a falling sabre, then a 
window opened, and a man leaped out into the street. It is 
to say that they recognised my voice. 1 went down 
■stairs with great haste, and soon overtook iny J.o\e]aee, in 
whom 1 recognised an adjutant- major of the 17th horse chas- 
seurs, quartered at Arras, lie was half naked ; 1 led liim back 
to my conjugal domicile, when lie finished his toilette, and 
we then separated, on agreeing to fight the next day. 

This scene had roused the whole neighbourhood. I’he 
greater part of the people assembled at their windows, had 
seen me seize on the guilty adjutant, who bad been found 
guilty of the fact in tlieir presence. I had no lack of witnesses 
to prove and obtain the divorce, and that was what 1 intended 
to do ; but the family of my chaste wife, who were desirous of 
keeping a protector for her, exerted themselves to clicek rny 
measures, or at least to paralyze them. I’lic next day, before 
I could meet the adjutant-major, I was arrested by the police 
and by gendarmes, who spoke of placing me in the Ikmdets. 
Fortunately for me, 1 plucked up courage, as I saw tliat there* 
w’as nolliing discouraging in my situation : 1 demanded to bo 
tjarried before Jose[)h Lebon,wliich could not be denied me. 1 
appeared before tlie representative of the pcojile, wliom I found 
surrounded by an enormous pile of letters and pnjiers — “What, 
is it yon,” said he to me, “who come here without pcrinissii.*:i 
— and for maltreating your wife ioop^^ I saw what course? I 
should pursue, I produced my orders, I called for tlic testimony 
of my neighbours against iny wife, and that of the adjutant- 
major himself, who could not gainsay the facts. Indeed, 1 so 
clearly explained the affair, that Joseph Lehon was forced to 
confess that the wrongs were not of my committing ; but out of 
regard, however, to his friend C’hevalicr, he made me promise 
not to remain long at Arras ; and as I fc ared the wind might 
veer against me, as I had seen it with many others, I undertook 
to comply with his request as promptly as possible. Having 
completed my mission, I bade farewell to all my friends, anrl 
(the next morning found me on the road to Tournay. 
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* DID not find the adjutant-general at Tournay, he had set out 
for Brussels, and I set out on the following day by the dili- 
gence to join him there. At the first glance, I recognised 
amongst the travellers those individuals whom I had known at 
Lille, as passing the whole day at the public-houses, and living 
in a very suspicious mannef. To niy great astonishment, I 
found them clothed in uniforms of different regiments, on 
having the cpaiilettcs of lieutenant-colonel, the others those 
of captain or lieutenant. How can they have got them, though 
I, for they have never seen, service? I was lost in conjecture. 
On their side, they appeared at first much confused at the 
rencontre ; hut soon recovering, they testified a mutual sur- 
prise at fiiiding me only a plain soldier. When I had ex- 
plained to tliem how the regulation of the battalion had de- 
prived me cf my rank^ie lieutenant- colonel promised me his 
protection, which 1 accepted, although scarcely knowing what 
to think of my protector. I saw clearly, however, that he had 
plenty of money, and paid for all at the table d’h6te, where he 
testified a violent republican feeling, at the same time affecting 
to have sprung from an ancient family. 

I was not more fortunate at Brussels than at Tournay; the 
adjutant-general, who seemed to fly from me, had gone to 
Liege, fer which place 1 set out, relying on not taking an use- 
less journey this time ; but on arriving, I learnt that my man 
had taken the road to Paris on the previous evening, having 
been summoned to appear at the bar of the convention. His 
absence would not be longer than a fortnight. I waited, but 
no one arrived. Another month passed, and still no adjutant. 
My cash was sensibly diminishing, and I resolved on re- 
turning to Brussels, where I hoped to find some means of ex- 
tricating myself from my embarrassment. To speak with that 
candour on which I pique myself in giving this history of my 
life, I must confess that 1 had begun not to be over scrupulous 
in my choice of these means ; my education had not made me 
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a very precise man in such matters, and the injurious society 
of a garrison, which I liad been used to iVorn my childhood, 
had corrupted a naturally honourable mind. 

It was then, without doing much violence to my delicacy, 
that I saw myself installed, at Brussels, witli a gay lady of juy 
acquaintance, who, after having been patronised by general 
Van-dcr-Mott, had fallen a little lower into jniblic society. 
Idle, as are all who liave hut a precarious mode of existence, 

I passed whole days and nights a4; the Cafe Ture, or the Cafd 
de la Monnaie, the rendezvous of kniglits of the post, and 
professed gamblers. These fellows spent, liberally, and played 
the devil’s games ; and -‘s they had no ostensible means of 
living, I could not divine how they managed to carry on the 
war. A young fellow with whom 1 had associated myself, and 
wdiom 1 questioned on this subject, appeared struck at niy in- 
experience, and 1 had tlie greatest difficulty in persuading 
him that I \vas really anovice. The men wliom you see there 
every day, and all day,** said ho, “are sharpers; those who 
only come once, and do not ajipcar again, arc dupes, wlio lose 
their money.’* 

Thus instructed, 1 made many remarks, wlilch till then had 
escaped me; 1 saw trktks of sleight of hand almost incredible; 
and what proved that there was still something good within me, 

I was often tempted to tell the pigeon wlmm tlicy plucked. 
What happened to me will prove that my intentions w'ere 
guessed. 

A party was one evening engaged at ihc Cafe Tiirc; the 
dupe (le ^oiLie) lost fifty louis, and, demanding lus nvenge on 
the next day, went away. Scarcely had he gone out, when the 
winner, whom 1 now see daily in the streets of Paris, ajiproached 
me, and said with an air of simplicity, ** On my word, sir, w^e 
h^ye played with luck, and you were right to bet on me; I 
have W'on ten games, which, at four crowns a game, wdll make 
yotitt shave ten louis — here they are.*’ 1 told him that he w^as 
mistaken, and that 1 had not interi'sted myself in his play ; he 
made me no answer, but put the ten Icuis in my hand. “ Take 
it,” said the young man who had initiated me into these mys- '• 
teries, and who was sitting next to me, “ take it and follow 
me.” 1 obeyed mechanically, and when we reached the street, 
my 'Iciitor added “ They have discovered that you watch the 
games, and fear lest you should blow the concern; and as there 
^re no means of intii^dating you, because they know that yois 
have a strong arm aint^a mischievous hand, they have resolved 
on giving you a slice of the cake, so you have a good ineane of 
«xiSence before vou ihc two coffee-houses will be milch cow» 
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to you, vvlicnce you n^ny draw your four or six crowns a day/' 
In spite of the flccoinmodating propensity of my conscience, I 
was desirous of replying and making some observations — 
“You are a child,” said my honourable friend; “we do not 
talk of robbery here — it is fortune only; and believe me, mat- 
ters jj.ass ill tlic drawing-room as they do at the tavern — there 
they bubble, that is the word; and the merchant, who in tlic 
morning whilst at his desk would think it a crime to rob you 
of an hour’s interest, would very quietly cheat you at the gam- 
ing-table in the evening.” How could I answer such unan- 
swerable arguments ? I had nothing to reply but to keep the 
money, wh’ch I did. 

These small dividends, joined to a remittance of a hundred 
crowns irom my mother, enabled me to dash a little, 
and to sliow iny gratitude to Emily, whoso devotion to 
me 1 was not insensible of. Matters were in this Jigree- 
a)il(‘ train w'hon 1 w'as one evening arrested at the Theatre 
du Parc, by sev('ral policc-oflicers, and desired to produce my 
])apers. 'j'his would have been a dangerous exhibition, and I 
said that I had none. They conducted me to the Madeloncttes ; 
and ilie next niorning, at my examination, I found that I W'as 
unknown, and they had niislakoii me for another person, I 
said tliat my name was Rousseau, born at Lille, and added, 
that 1 had come to Lrussels on pleasure, and had not thought 
it expedient to provide' myself with pa])ers. I then a.sked to 
be conducted to Lille, at my own ex)>ensc, by two gendarmes, 
wbicli was granted, and for a few crown.s my escort agreed that 
poor l^unily should ac'company me. 

Having left linissels, I was so far safe; but it was still more 
important that 1 should not reach Lille, wdiere I should be 
certainly recognised ns a deserter. Escape must be made at 
all risks, and this w'as Ennily’s opinion when 1 communicated 
iny intention to lier, and wo executed our preconcerted plqju 
on reaching Tournay. I told the gendarmes that before they 
left me at Lille the next day, where I should be at once set’ll 
liberty, 1 w^islicd to treat them with a good supper. Already 
taken with my liberality and mirth, they accepted the invitation 
iA’ith much willingness, and in the evening, whilst they were 
slt?cping on the table, stupified with nan and beer, thinking me 
in the same condition, 1 descended by the sheets from the 
second-floor window. Emily followed, and wc struck into the 
cross-roads, where they would not think of pursuing us. We 
thus reached the suhurl. s of Notre-l)a|i^ at Lille, when 1 
dressed irysclf in the clonk of the horse-«nasseurs, taking the 
precaution to put a black, patch on my left eye, which made it 
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impossible to recognize me. But I did not judge it prudent 
to remain long in a city so near my birth-place, and we started 
for Ghent. There, by a rather romantic incident, Emily found 
her father, which determined her to return to her family. It 
is true that she would not consent to part from me, but with 
an express stipulation that I should rejoin her as soon as mat- 
ters which I said called me to Brussels, sljould be arranged. 

My business at Brussels was to begin again to levy rates on 
the Caf6 Turc and the Caf6 de la Monnaie. But to present 
myself at this city, I wanted papers which should prove that i 
was really Rousseau, born at Lille, as I had said at my ex- 
amination before J made my escape. A captain of Belgian 
carabineers in the French service, named Ijahbrc, undertook 
for fifteen lows to supply me with the necessary credentials. 
At the end of three weeks he brought me a copy of my regis- 
ter of birth, a passport, ami a certificate of half-pay in the 
name of Rousseau, all done better than I ever saw tliein exe- 
cuted by any other forger. Thus protected, I went to JJrussels ; 
the commandant of the place, an old comrade of Labhre’s 
undertook to make all right. 

Quieted in this particular, 1 hastened to the Caf^ Turc. 
The first persons whom I saw in the room were the pretcndctl 
oificers with whom J had travelled. They received me \sith 
acclamation; and judging from the recital of my adventures- 
that my situation was not over splendid, proposed that I should 
take the rank of sub- lieutenant of horse chasseurs, doubfiess- 
because they saw the cloak 1 wore. So advantageous a })ro- 
inotion was not to be refused ; and it was then conlerrcd on me : 
and when I said Rousseau was only an assumed name, the 
worthy lieutenant- colonel told me to take any one which I pre- 
ferred. It was impossible to he more obliging. I resolved 
on keeping the name of Rousseau, on which they gave nic, 
not a brevet, but a line of route for a sub-lieutenant of the- 
6th chasseurs, travelling with his horse, and being entitled to 
lodgings and rations. 

1 thus found myself incorporated with the loviiig army 
(arm^e roulante) composed of officers without brevet, and 
without troops, and who, furnished with false certificates and 
false lines of march, imposed the more easily on the com- 
missaries at war, as there was less method at this period in the 
military arrangements. It is certain that, during a tour which 
we made through the Netherlands, we got all our allowances 
without the least demur. Yet the roving army was not then 
composed of less than two thousand adventurers, who lived 
like fishes in water. AVhat is still more curious is, that they 
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promoted themselves as rapidly as circumstances would allow ; 
an advancement was the more profitable, as increase of rank 
brouglit increase of allowances. 1 passed in Uiis manner to 
be captain of hussars ; one of my comrades became chief of a 
battalion ; but what most astonished me was, the promotion of 
Aulfray, our lieutenant- colonel, to the rank of brigadier- 
general. It is true, that if the importance of the rank and 
the notoriety of a promotion of tliis kind rendered it more 
diflicult to keep up the deception, yet the very audacity of such 
a step bade defiance to suspicion. 

Keturned to Brussels, we showed our billets, and I was sent 

to a rich widow, the bnroiv'ss d*I . I was received in the 

rnanmor in whicli all Frenchmen w'ere welcomed at Brussels at 
this period — that is, with oj)en arms. A very handsome bed- 
cliarnber w'as placed at my sole disposal, and my hostess, de- 
lighted at iny reserved conduct, assured me in the most gra- 
cious manner, that if her liours suited me, a place at her table 
w'ould always be prepared for me. It was impossible to resist 
such pressing politeness, and I was profuse in my thanks, and 
I took my seat at her board the same clay with three other 
guests, who were ladies, older than the baroness, who was about 
fifty. They were all ciiarmed wdth tlie prepossessing manners 
of tlie captain of hussars. At Paris 1 should have felt some- 
what awkward in such society, but 1 did very well at Brussels 
for a young man who^e premature introduction to tlie world 
had necessarily injured his education. I he baroness doubt- 
lessly made some such reflections, for she paid me such little 
attention as gave rne much food for thouglit. 

As I was .sometimes absent to dine with the general, whose 
invitations 1 told her it was impossible to refuse, she desired 
me to present him and my other.fricnds to her. At first I was 
not over desirous of introducing my associates to the society 
of this lady, who saw much company, and might have guests 
at her house who might guess our little speculations. But the 
baroness insisted on it, and I consented, at the same time stipu- 
lating that the genera] should only meet a small party, as ho 
w\as desirous of keeping up a sort of incognito. He came ; and 
the baroness, who received him with marked attention, seated 
him near her and talked to him for so long a time in an under 
tone that I was rather piqued. To disturb this t^te-^-t^te, I 
imagined that it would be a good plan to ask the general to 
sing us something, and accompany himself on the piano. I 
knew that he could not make out a note, but I relied that the 
usual persuasions which guests make on such occasions would 
at least occupy his attention for some minutes. My stratagem 
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only half succeeded ; the lieutenant- colonel, who was of the 
party, seeing that the general was so much })rcssed, kindly 
offered himself as a substitute, and accordingly seated l)imsclf 
at the piano, and sung some little ditties with sufficient taste to 
procure him universal approbation, whilst I all the time wished 
him at the devil. 

At last this interminable evening concluded, and each per- 
son withdrew, 1 ragingwith anger and plotting revenge against 
the rival who I imagined was about to carry oil from me, 1 will 
not say the love, hut the kind attentions of the baroness, h'ull 
of this idea, I went to my general at his rising, who was mueli 
surprised to sec me so early. ‘‘ Do you know,'* said lie, with- 
out giving me time to break in upon his conversation, “ do you 

know, my friend, that the baroness is " “Who spoke of 

the baroness ?” interrupted 1 abruptly, “ it is no matter wliat 
she is or what she is not.” — “ So much the worse," lie replied 
“if you are not speaking of her, I have nothing to under- 
stand." And, continuing thus to puzzle me for some time, he 
ended by telling me that bis convtusation with the baroness 
was concerning me only, and that he had so far pushed my in- 
terest, that lie believed that she was quite disposed to — to 
marry me. 

I at first thought that my poor comrade's head was turnetl. 
That one of the richest women of rank in the United Provinces 
would marry an adventurer, of whose family, fortune, and an- 
cestors she knew nothing, was an idea that would have stag- 
gered the most credulous. Oiiglit I, moreover, to engage in a 
deceit which must be discovered, sooner or later, and mu^t 
ruin me? Besides, was 1 not really and actually married at 
Arras? These objections, and many others, which the remorse 
i must experience at deceiving the excellent v.'oman who had 
treated me so kindly, excited in my mind, did not for an instant 
stop my comrade, who thus answered them ; 

“ All you say is very fine, and 1 am quite of your opinion ; 
and to follow my natural bias for virtuous behaviour, 1 only 
want 10,000/. a-ycar. But J see no reason for being scrupulous 
in your case. What does the baroness want? A husband, and 
a husband to her liking. Are you not that huvsband ? Are 
you not determined to pay her every attention, and to treat her 
as a person who is necessary to you, and of whom you have 
kad no cause to complain? You talk of the inequality of your 
fortunes, — the baroness thinks not of that. You only want, to 
complete the matter, one sLugle thing — a title of rank, which 
I will give you, — yes, I will give it to you ! Why do you stare 
tot Listeiii and do not interrupt me. You must be acquainted 
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with Rome young nohlcman of your own age and country ; you 
are he, and your parents have emigrated and are now at Ham- 
burgh. You entered France to endeavour to recover a third 
of the value of your paternal pro]>erty, and to carry off the 
plate and a thousand double-louis concealed ]>eneath the floor- 
ing of the drawing-room at the breaking out of the revolution: 
tlm presence of some strangers, the haste of departure, which 
an arrest issued against your father would not allow you to de- 
lay, has prevented you from getting this treasure. Arrived in 
this country, disguised as a journeyman tanner, you tvcrc 
denounced by the very person who had pledged liimself to aid 
your enter)n-ise ; outlawed by the sentence of tlie republican 
authorities, you weijc nearly losing your head on the scaflold, 
when 1 fell in witli you, half dead from inquietude and ncecs-. 
sity. An old friend of the family, 1 procured for you the 
brevet of an (dliccr of hussars, under the name of lluusseau, 
until an opportunHy should oiler of rejoining your noble 
}) irents at Hamburgh. The baroness already knows all this; 
yes, all, exce))t your name, which, for appearances’ sake, 1 did 
not tell lier; but in fact, because I did not know wiiat appella' 
tion you might choose to assume. That is a confidence which 
1 left for yourself to communicate. 

“ 'I'lius the affair is quite settled, and you are a geutleman, 
nothing can be said against thaU Say nothing to mo of your 
j ule of a wife ; you were divorced at Arras under the name of 
Vidoeq, and you arc married at Brussels under the name of 

emint B . Now listen to me. So far, our business has 

gone on well, hut that may be entirely marred at any moment. 
We liave already met with some very inquisitive commissaries, 
and we may lind others still less civil, who may cut off our 
supplies and send us to the fleet at Toulon. You understand 
me, I know. The best tbjit can happen to you will he to take 
u)) your knapsack and accoutrements in your old regiment, or 
else be slmt for a deserter ; but by marrying, you acquire the 
means of a splendid life, and will he enabled to assist your 
friends. Since we have come to this point, let us understand 
each other ; your wife has a hundred thousand florins a-year ; 
there are three of us, and you shall give us each a pension of a 
thousand crowns, payable in advance, and I shall expect besides 
a pretnium of thirty thousand francs for having made a count 
of a baker’s son.” 

I was quite stupified; but this harangue, in whicli th« 
general had so skilfully stated all the difficulties of my situa- 
tion, overcame all my opposition, which, to say the truth, wai 
not very obstinate. I agreed to evcry’lhing, and then returned 
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to the baroness. The count de B fell at her feet : and 

the scene was so well played, and, though it may be scarcely 
believed, I entered so completely into the spirit of my part, 
that I even for a moment surprised myself — which I am told 
sometimes happens to imposters. The baroness was charmed 
at the sallies and sentiment with which my situation inspired 
me. The general was rejoiced with my success, as was every 
other person. Several expressions escaped me which savoured 
a little of the canteen, but the general had told the baroness 
that political events had caused my education to be strangely 
neglected, and this explanation was satisfactory to her. Sub- 
sequently, marshal Suchet was no less easily satislied, when 
Coignard, addressing him as ** M. le duque d’Alhufera,” ex- 
cused himself by the plea, that having emigrated when very 
young, he could consequently have but a very imperfect know- 
ledge of the French language. 

■V\''e sat down to table and dined in high spirits. After the 
dessert the l)arones.4 whispered me thus ; — “ I know, my dear 
sir, that your fortune is in the hands of the jacobins, and your 
parents at Hamburgh may be in some difiiculty, oblige ino by 
remitting to them a bill for three thousand ilorins, which iny 
hanker will send you to-morrow morning/' 1 was about to 
express my thanks, when she rose from table and went into the 
drawing-room. 1 took the opportunity of telling the general 
what had just occurred. ^‘Well, simpleton,'’ said he, “do 
you think you are I'dliiig me any news ? \Vas it not I who 
hinted to the baroness that your parents must be in want of 
money 2 We are at this moment your parents, — our funds are 
low ; and to run any nek in procuring more, would be to 
hazard too foolishly the success of this adventure; I will un- 
dertake to negotiate the bill. At the same time I suggested 
to the baroness that a supply of cash was needed for you to 
make some figure before your marriage, and it is understood 
that from now until the consummation of the marriage you 
shall have five hundred florins a month." I found the next 
day this sum on my dressing-table, where also was placed a 
handsome dressing-oase and some trinkets. 

Yet the register of my birth, as count de B whose name 

I had assumed, and which the general wished to procure, 
thinking that the other credentials might be forged, did not 
tirrive; but the baroness, whose blindness must appear incon- 
ceivable, to those who are not in a situation to know to what 
extent credulity can go, and the audacity of some rogues, con- 
sented to marry me under the name of Kousseau. I had 
&U the necessary papers to justify my claim to that. Nothing; 
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was wanting but my father’s eonsent ; that was easily procured 
through the instrumentality of Lahbre, whom we had under 
our thumb ; but although the baroness bad consented to marry- 
ing me under a name which she knew was not my own, yet she 
felt some repugnance at being as it were an accomplice in » 
falsehood, for which the only excuse was, that it saved my 
head from the block. AVhilst we were planning means for 
avoiding this, we learnt the number of the armee roulante had 
become so considerable, that the eyes of government were 
•opened, and that the most severe orders had been issued to 
check the abuse. We divested ourselves of uniforms, believ- 
ing that we should have notliing to fear, but the inquiries were 
so active that the general was <30inpciled to set out suddenly 
for Namur, where he thought he should be less liable to detec- 
tion. I explained his abrupt departure to the baroness, by at- 
tributing it to the general’s having been in fear of a reprimand 
for liaving procured me a commission under an assumed name. 
This circumstance made her very uneasy for me, and I could 
only calm her fears by setting out for Breda, to which place 
she would accompany me. 

I am not very well calculated to play the sentimental, and it 
would cotnpromise the tact and finesse, for which I have some 
credit, if I made a paradip and fuss, but I may be believed 
when 1 say so much attachment aflected me. The whispei»s ot 
remorse, to which we cannot he always deaf at nineteen, were 
heard; I saw the abyss into which I was leading an admirable 
woman who had been so generous towards me ; 1 pictured het 
as driving from her with horror the deserter, the vagabond, the 
bigamist, the forger ; and this idea determined me to tell her 
all. Away from those who had drawn me into this imposture, 
and who bad just been arrested at Namur, I decided on the 
measures 1 would adopt; and one evening, after fiupper, I 
determined on breaking the ice. Without detailing my adven- 
tures, 1 told the baroness, that circumstances which I could 
not explain compelled me to appear at Brussels under the two 
names by which she knew me, but that neither was the real 
one. I added, that events forced me to quit the Netherlanda 
without the power of contracting an union which would havd 
ensured my happiness, but that I should for ever preserve the 
recollection of the kindness which she had so generously 
evinced for me. 

I spoke long, and with an emotion which increased mv utter- 
ance and warmth of manirer — and I am now astonished at the 
facility of my own eloquence when 1 think of it— but 1 feared 
to hear the reply of the baioness. Motionleas, pale,' and with 
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» ;^1ftzed eye, 8he heard me without interruption ; then looking 
at me with a glance of horror, she rose abruptly and ran to 
•hut . herself up in her room. I never saw her a^rain. Kn- 
Jightened by my confession, and by some w'ords which without 
doubt fell from me in the embarrassment of the moment, sise 
•aw all the dangers from which she had escaped, and unjustly 
suspected me perhaps of being more culpable than 1 w'as ; she 
might think that she had escaped from some vile criininal, 
whose hands might have been embrued in blood ! On tlie otlicr 
hand, if this complication of disguises might render her more 
apprehensive, the spontaneous avowal that I had made was 
sufficient to have quelledher fears; and this idea probably took 
hold of her, for the next day when I arose, the landlord gave 
me a casket, containing fifteen thousand francs in gold, wliich 
the baroness liad left forme before her departure, at one o'clock 
in the morning, which I was glad to hear of, as her presence 
would have troubled me. Nothing now detaining me at lireda, 
I packed my trunks, and some hours afterwards set out for 
Amsterdam. 

I have already said, and now repeat, that certain portioTis 
of this adventure may appear unnatural, and some may call 
them altogether false, hut nothing is more true. The initials 
I have given will suffice to explain^t to any person who knew 
Brussels thirty years ago. Besides, there is nothing uncom- 
mon in the affair, nothing more than is read of in the com- 
monest romance. If I have entered into minute details, it is 
not to ensure a melo-dramatic effect, hut wdth the intention 
of putting too credulous persons on their guard against a 
species of deception more frequently employed, and with more 
success than may be generally thought, in all classes of 
society; and such is the aim of these Memoirs. Let them be 
reflected on in every particular, and who knows but some flue 
morning the duties of attorney-general, judge, gendarmd', and 
agent of police, may he discovered to have become sinecures. 

My stay at Amsterdam was very short. Having converted 
into cash two hills of those left me by the baroness, I set out, 
and on the 2nd of March, 1796, made my entrance into the 
capital, where at a future day my name was destined to make 
some noise. I put up at the hotel du Gaillard-Bois in Hue de 
I'Echelle, and first employed myself in changing my ducats 
into French money, and in selling a quantity of small jewel- 
lery •nd trinkets, now superfluous to me, as I resolved on 
establishing myself in some village in the environs, and enter- 
ing into some business ; hut this project was not to be realised* 
One evening, one of those persons who are ahvays to be found 
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In hotels seeking acquaintance with travellers, proposed t» 
present me at a house where there was a ))arty. 1 unfortunate- 
ly consented, confiding in jny experience of the CM Turcand 
the Cafd de la Monnaie; but I soon found that gamblers of 
Brussels were but bunglers in comparison with these gentle- 
men, of wdiose society I now fomied one. Now the games of 
chance are better managed and more equal ; but at this time, 
the police tolerating those places, called etoiilibirs, they were 
not contented with slipping a card or managing the suits as 

they liked — sometimes at M. Latilte’s, Messrs, de S , jun., 

and A. de la Rock’s — the knowing ones had conventional signs 
so combined that they must succeed. Two sittings cleared me 
of a hundred louis ; 1 had enough to spare still, but it was 
decreed that the money of the baroness should soon leave my 
company. The destined agent of its dissipation was a very 
pretty woman, whom I met at a tablo d’hote wliich 1 some- 
times frequented. Rosine, for that was her name, at lir&t 
showed an exemplary disinterestedness. A month afterwards 
1 was her acknowledged lover, without having spent anytliing 
but for dinners, theatres, coaoh-hire, gowns, ribands, dowers, 
&c., all which tilings cast vothing at Paris, when we do not pay 
for them. 

More and more enamoured of Rosine, I never left her. One 
morning, whilst at breal|^’ast, I found her thoughtful ; 1 pressed 
her with inquiries, whicli she resisted, and finished by avowing 
to me that she was troubled about a little trifle due to her 
milliner and upholsterer. I offered my services instantly, 
which were refused with remarkable magnanimity, and I could 
not even learn the names of her two creditors. Many very 
excellent people would bavc^ left tlio matter liere, but, like a 
true knight, 1 had not a moment’s rest until Divine, the wait- 
ing-maid, had given me the desired addresses. From the Rue 
Vivienne, wliere Rosine lived, who was called madame dc Saint 
Michel, I ran to the upholsterer, in the Rue de Clery. I told 
him the purpose of my visit, and he immediately overwhelmed 
me with politeness, as is usually tlie case under such circum- 
stances. He handed me the bill, which to iny consternatiou, 
amounted to twelve hundred francs ; but I was too fiir gone to 
recede now. At the milliner’s the sfime scene took place, 
with an additional hundred francs ; it w.as suJlicient to have 
intimidated the boldest, and yet matters had not reached their 
climax. Some days after I had paid the creditors, they brought 
me jewels to purchase, to the amount of tw'o thousand francs, 
and other similar expenses perpetually occurred. I saw^ my 
money fly away in this way, but fearing that it would not be so • 
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easily replenished, I parted with it less freely from day to day. 
However, I went on, and found that at the end of two months 
I had spent the moderate sum of fourteen thousand francs. 
This discovery made me serious, and Rosine iinuicdiately 
perceived it. She guessed that my finances were getting low. 
Women have great tact in this respect, and are but rarely de- 
ceived; and without being exactly cold towards »U*, she yet 
showed a kind of reserve, and on my manifesting astonishment, 
she answered me with singular abruptness, “ that private mut- 
ters put her out of temper.’* That was a trick, but I liad been 
too deeply a suHbrer already by my interference in tliese private 
matters to proffer again to arrange them, and 1 advised her 
with an air of coolness to have patience. She became only 
more contemptuous, passed some days in pouting, and then 
the storm burst. 

At the conclusion of some trifling discussion, she said with 
a very flippant tone, that she did not choose to he crossed, 
and that those wlio could not put up with her ways had bett(T 
remain at home.” That was plain speaking ; but I was weak 
enough to appear not to understand her. New presents brouglit 
back a temporary renewal of kindness, which, however, could 
no longer impose upon me. Then knowing all that she could 
^et from my blind infatuation, Rosine soon returned to the 
charge for cash for a letter of credit j^r two thousand francs, 
which she had to pay or else go to prison. Rosine in prison ! 
The idea was insupportable, and 1 was about to discharge the 
debt at once, when chance placed in my way a letter which 
opened my eyes. 

It was from the platonic friend of Rosine, who was staying 
at Versailles, and this interesting personage asked “when the 
pigeon would be quite plucked,” that he might make his ap- 
pearance. I intercepted this agreeable missive in the hands of 
Rosine’s porter. I went to the perfidious woman, but she was 
absent: and enraged and humiliated at the same time, I could 
not restrain myself. I was in the bed-room, and at one kick 
I overthrew a stand covered with china, and a cheval glass was 
shivered to atoms. Divine, the waiting-maid, who had fol- 
lowed me, went down on her knees and begged me to pause 
from what would cost me so dear : I looked at her and hesi- 
tated, and a remnant of common sense induced me to think 
that she was right I questioned her — and the poor girl, who 
had always been gentle and attentive, told me all about her 
mistress. It is the more in^ place to mention her statement, as 
the same things occur daily at Paris* 

When Rosine met me she had not had anybody for two 
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months : and thinking me fair game, from the expensive vay 
I got rid of my moiic^y, conceived the plan of profiting hy it ; 
And her lover, whose letter 1 had intercepted, had consented, 
.and went to Versailles to stay until niy money should be ex- 
liausted. It was in the name of this lover that the proceedings 
had been carried on for the bill of exchange which I had for- 
merly taken up, and the debts of the milliner and upholsterer 
were equally false, 

Athough cursing my egregious folly, I was yet astonished 
not to see the honourable lady, who had so well tricked me, 
return. Divine told me that most probably the porter had 
told her that 1 had got the letter, and tliat she, would not very 
speedily appear. This coiijccture was well founded. On 
learning the catastrophe which had prevented her from pluck- 
ing the last feather from my wing, llosine had set out in a 
hackney-coach for Versailles to rejoin her friend. The finery, 
which she loft in her furiiislied apartments, was not suff?cient 
to ])ay for the two montlis’ lodging due to the landlord, who, 
when I was going out, compelled me to pay for the china and 
cheval glass which I had broken in my first transports of 
anger. 

Such violent inroads liad dreadfully reduced my finances. 
Fourteen hundred francs alone remained of the ducats of llie 
haroriess ! I left the capital%ith horror, as it liadbeen so im- 
propitious to rne, and resolved to regain Lille, "where, knowing 
the localities, 1 might at least fmd resources which I should in 
vain seek for at Faria* 



CHAPTER IV. 


Lille, as a fortified and frontier town, offered great advanta- 
ges to all who, like myself, were likely to find there useful ac- 
quaintances, either amongst the military of the garrison, or 
that class of persons who, with one foot in France and tlje 
other in Belgium, have really no home in cither ; and I 
relied a little on this for recovering myself, and my hope was 
not groundless. In the 13th chasseurs I met several officers 
of the south, and amongst the rest a lieutenant named Ville- 
dicu, whom we shall presently hear more of. All these persons 
had only known me in the regiment under one of those novis 
de guerre f which it wa^the custom at this time to assume, and 
were therefore not astonished at seeing me bear the name of 
Rousseau. I spent the day witlfthem at the Cafe or fencing- 
rooms, but this w^as not lucrative, and I aoturilly began to be 
in want of money At this juncture a visitor of the Cafd, 
whom they called llentier, from his regular life, and who had 
made me many compliments, of which he w^as very prodigal to 
all the world, inquired with some interest into my affairs, and 
asked me to travel with him. 

To travel was all very well : but in wbat quality ? I was no 
longer of an age to engage myself as Merry /\ndrcw' or valet- 
do-chambre of monkies and bears, ;md nobody would doubt- 
less make me such a proposition : but yet it was necessary to 
know in what capacity. 1 asked my new protector very 
modestly what duties I had to perform in his service. “ I am 
an itinerant doctor,” said this man, whose bushy eye-brows 
and sun-burnt skin gave him a singular physiognomy ; “ I 
cure secret diseases with an infallible recipe. 1 cure animals, 
and lately restored the horses of a squadron of the 13th chas- 
seurs, whom the veterinary surgeon had given over.” — 
“ Well,” said I to myself, “ once more a doctor.” But there 
was no receding ; we agreed to Start next morning, and to 
meet at five in the morning at the gate leading to the Paris 
road. 
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I was punctual at the rendezvous, ana my friend, who was 
equally punctual, sccinj^ my trunk strapped at the hack of a 
lad, said that it would be useless to take it, as we should be 
only three days away, and must go on foot. At this observa- 
tion I sent rny pfoods back to the ian, and vre w^alked on at » 
brisk rate, having, as iny guide said, to make five l(?agucs 
before niid-day. About this time we reached a solitary farm- 
hoiKse, where he was received with open arms and saluted by 
the name of Caron, which was strange to me who had always 
heard him called Christian. After a few words the master 
f>f tlio liouse w'cnt into his chamber and returned with two or 
three hags of crowns, which he spread on the table. My 
friend took them, and examining them singly with an atten- 
tion whieh appeared to me affected, ])iit aside one linndred and 
flftv, and counted out a like sum for the farmer in different 
money, with a premium of six crowns:- I understood nothing 
of this operation, vdileh -was carried on in a Flemish dialect, 
of whieh I understood hut very little. I was then much 
astonished when on leaving the farm, where Christian had said 
he would soon return, he gave me three crowns, saying that I 
onglit to have a share of the profits. 1 could not learn what 
the profits were, and said so. “Thrij^ is my secret,” said he, 
with a rnystei’ious air ; **you shall know it at a future time, if 
I am satisfit'd with you.” told him that he might rely on 
my diseretioii since I knew nothing, only that he had changed 
crowns for another coin. lie told me that this was the only 
point on which T ought to ho silent, to avoid difficulties, and I 
therefore took the money without knowing what was to result 
fi*om all this. 

For four days wc made similar excursions to various farms, 
and every evening 1 touched two or three crowns, Christian, 
whom they all called Caron, was %vell known in tins part of 
Brabant, hut only as a doctor; for, although he every where 
carried on his change of monies, the conversation wali always 
about bealing man or beast. I found besides that he had a 
reputation for removing the charms cast on animals. A pro- 
posal which he made me as we entered the village of Wer- 
vique, initiated me into this species of magic — “ May I rely 
on you ? ” said he to me, stopping suddenly — “fJertainly,**^ 
said I ; but for wbat and how ? ” — “ Listen, and learn.” 

He took from a sort of game-bag four square packets made 
up like those of chemists, and apparently containing some 
specifics ; he then said, *” You see those four farms, situated 
at some distance from each other, you can ente< them the 
back way, taking care that no one sees you; gel into tlie 
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stable, and. throw into the manger the powder of one of these 
packets. Take great care that you are not discovered — I will 
take care of the rest.** I objecled to this, as I iniglit be sur- 
prised at the moment I was climbing the gate and they would 
«eize me, and perhaps put some awkward questions. I 
refused point blank, in spite of the perspective of the crowns, 
.and all Christian’s eloquence failed in persuading me. I even 
said that I would quit him at once, unless lie would disclose 
to me his real condition and the mystery of his cxcliange of 
money, wliich seemed to me extremely suspicious. This 
declaration seemed to embarrass hiTn, and, as we may learn, 
lie endeavored to draw me off the scent, in making me a half 
confidant. 

“ My country ? ” said he, answciing my latter question, I 
have none. My mother, who was hanged last year at Tenio- 
^ar, belonged to a gang of gipsies (J3oln$miens) who were 
ifaversing the frontiers of Hungary and Bannat, where I was 
born in a village on the Carpathian mountains. 1 say Bolie- 
miens that you may understand, for this is not our proper 
name, we call ourselves lloinamichcls, in a language which we 
arc forbidden to teach to any person ; we arc also forbidden to 
travel alone, and that is the reason why we are generally in 
troops of fifteen or tw'cnty. We have had a long run through 
France, curing charms and spells of cattle, but this business 
is pretty well destroyed at jireseut. The countryman has 
grown too cunning, and wc have been driven into Flander»^> 
where they are not so cunning, and the difierence of money 
^ives us a finer opportunity for the exercise of our industry. 
As for me, I have been at Brussels on private business which I 
have just settled, and iu three days 1 rejoin the troop at the 
fair of Malines. It is at your pleasure to accompany me : 
you may be useful to us. But we must have no more non- 
sense now I ** 

Half embarrassed as to where I should shelter my head, and 
half curious to see the termination of tins adventure, 1 agreed 
to go with Christian, without at all understanding how I could 
be useful to him. The third day we reached Malines, whence 
he told me we should return to Brussels. Having traversed 
the city, we stopped in the Faubourg de Louvain, bofore a 
wretched looking house with blackened wails, furrowed with 
wide crevices, and many bundles of straw as substitutes fcp 
window glasses. It was midnight, and I had time to make my 
observations by the moonlight, for more than half an hour 
olapsed before the door was opened by one of the most liideoua 
old hags I ever saw in my life. We were then introduced to a 
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long room, where thirty persons of both sexes were indiscri- 
minately smoking and drinking, mingling in strange and 
licentious positions. Under their blue loose frocks, orna- 
mented with red embroidery, the men wore blue veU'et waist- 
coats with silver buttons, like the Andalusian muleteers; the 
clothing of the women was all of one bright colour: there were 
some ferocious countenances amongst tliem, but yet they were 
all feasting. The monotonous sound of the drum, mingled 
with the howling of two dogs tied under the table, accom- 
panied the strange songs, which I mistook for a funeral psalm. 
The smoke of tobacco and wood, which filled this den, scarcely 
allowed me to perceive in the midst of the room a woman who, 
adorned with a scarlet turban, was performing a wild dance 
v;ith the most wanton postures. 

On our entrance there was a pause in the festivity ; the meu 
came to shako hands with Christian and the women to em- 
brace him, and then all eyes vrere turned on me, wjio felt 
much embarrassed at m}’^ present situation. I liad been told a 
thousand strange stories of tlie Bohemiens, which did not in- 
crease my comfnrlabie feelings : they might take otTcnce at 
any scruples I should make, and might get rid of me before it 
was ever known where I had gone to, since no one could trace 
inc to such a haunt. My disquietude became sufficiently 
apparent to attract the attention of Christian, who thought to 
assure me by saying that we were at the house of the duchess, 
(a title which is equivalent to that of mother amongst such 
comrades,) and that we were in perfect safety. My appetite 
decided me on taking my part at the banquet. The gin bottle 
was often filled and emptied, when I felt an inclination to go 
to bed. At the first word that I said Christian Conducted mo 
to a neighbouring closet, where were already on clean straw 
several Bohemiens. It did not suit me to be particular; hut 
I could not prevent myself from asking my patron vViiy he, 
who had always before selected such good quarters, had inada 
clioice of so bad a sleeping place ? He told me that in all 
towns, where there was a house of the Romamicheis, they 
Were constrained to lodge, under pain of being considered as a 
false brother, and as such punished a council of the tribe. 
"Women and children all slept in this military bed ; and the 
sleep which soon overtook them, proved that it was a familiar 
couch. 

At break of day everybody was on foot, and the general 
toilet was made. But for their prominent features, without 
their raven-black tresses and that oily and tanned skin, I 
idiould scarcely have recognised ray companions of the prece- 
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ding evening. The mnn, clad in rich y)ckc 7 holland vests, 
with leathern sashes like those worn by th» inhabitants of 
Poissy, and the women covered with ornaments of gold and 
silver, assumed the costume of Zealand peasants: even tlie 
children, whom I had seen covered with rags, were neatly 
clotlicd, and had an entirely different appearance. All soon 
left the house and took dillbrent directions, that they iniglit 
not reach the inaik(;L-jilace all together, where the country 
people were assembling in crowds. Cliristinn, seeing tlnit I 
was preparing to follow him, told me tliat he should not have 
need of me the whole day, and that I might go wherever I 
pleased until evening, when we were to meet at tl'.e house of 
the duchess. lie then put some crowns in mv hand and 
left me. 

As in our conversation of the previous evening be had told 
me that I was not cotupelled to lodge with tlie troop, I began 
by ordering a bed at the inn. Then, not knowing how to kill 
time, 1 went to the fair, and had scarcely gone round it four 
or five times, when I met face to face an old oflicer of the 
recruiting battalions, named Malgarct, wlmm 1 luid known as 
making one of the gambling set at the Cafe Turc at Brussels. 
After the first salutations, ho asked me why I was staying at 
Maiines. I told him a history, and he was equally communi- 
cative about his travels; and we were llius content, each 
thinking that he had imposed on the oilier. Having taken 
some refreshments we ecturned to the fair, and every part 
where there was a crowd I met some of the lodgers of the 
duchess. Having told my companion that I had no acquaint- 
ance at IMalines, I turned my head. that they might not 
recognise mo^ for I did not much care fo confess that I had 
such friends ; but I bad too cunning a fox to deal with. 

Look,” said he lo me, looking me full in the face, “look at 
those people who arc regarding you so attentively. Pray do 
you know them ? ” Without turning iny liead 1 replied that 
I had never seen them before, and did not even know who 
they were. “ Who they arc ! ” replied my companion, “ 1 
will tell you — supposing you to be ignorant — they arc rob- 
bers ! *’ — “ Robbers ! ” I replied. “ How do you know it ? ” 
“In the same way that you shall soon know if you will follow 
me, for it is a- fair bet that we shall not have far to go without 
finding them at work. Come along — here they are.” 

Raising my eyes towards a crowd in front of a nrenagerie, I 
perceived one of the false jockeys taking tlie purse of a fat 
grazier, whom we saw the next moment seeking for it in jtis 
pockets ; the Boh^mien then entered a jeweller’s shop, where 
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were already two of the pretended Zealand peasants, and my 
companion assured me that he would not come out until he 
had pilfered some of the jewels that were shown to him. We 
th en left our post of observation to go and dine togetlier: 
and, at the end of the repast, seeing my companion disposed 
to talk, I pressed him to tell me precisely who the people were 
whom he had pointed out to me, assuring him that, in spite of 
appearances, I knew but very little of them. He complied, 
and told me as follows « 

“ It was in the prison (Rasphuys) of Ghent, where I passed 
six months, some years since, at the end of a game at which 
some doctors (loaded dice) were discovered, that I made 
acquaintance with two men of the troop now at M alines. AVe 
were in tlie same cell, and as 1 ])assed myself oil* for an accom- 
plished tliici*, tliey told me, without distrust, all tlieir light- 
lingered tricks: and evc?i gave me the minutest details of 
their singular cxistenci . These people come from the coun- 
try about Moldavia, wIhtc a luindred and fifty thousand of 
them vegetate, like the Jews in Poland, wiiliout the power of 
fulfilling any office but that of executioner. Their name 
changes with their change ofi country ; they are ziguiners in 
Germany, gypsies in Kngland, zingari in Ital^i, gitanos in 
Spain, and Eoheiniens in prance and Belgium. They tlms 
traverse all Kurope, exercising the lowest and most dangerous 
trades. They clip dogs, tell fortunes, mend crockery, repair 
saucepans, play wretched music at the public-liouse doors, 
s]>eculatc in rabbit-skins, and cliange foreign money which 
they find out of the usual circulation. 

“ They sell specifics against the illness of cattle, and to pro- 
mote the business, they despatch trusty envoys, who, under 
pretenses of maldng purchases, get into the stables, and throw 
drugs into the mangers, which make the cattle sick. They 
then present themselves, and are received W'iih open arms, and 
knowing the nature of the malady, they easily remove it, and 
the farmer hardly knows how to be adwjuatcly grateful. This 
is not all ; for before they quit the farm, they learn whether 
the husbandman has any crowns of such and such a year, or 
such and such a stamp, promising to give a premium for 
them. The interested countryman, like ail persons who but 
seldom find an opportunity of getting money, spreads his coin 
before tliem, of which they invariably contrive to pilfer a por- 
tion. AVhat is almost incredible is, that they are seen to 
repeat with impunity llie same trick frequently at tlie same 
house. Indeed, what is most villanous of all in their trfusac- 
tionS| is, that they profit by these circumstances, and their 
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knov/le^ge of the localities of the county, to point out tc 
burglars the detached farms in which there is money, and the 
means of getting at it, and it is needless to add, that they 
cotne in for their share of the spoil.” 

Malgaret gave further details concerning the Boh^miens, 
which determined me on quitting their dangerous society as 
speedily as possible. 

He was speaking thus, looking into the streets from time to 
time from -the window near whicli we were s(’atcd, when sud- 
denly I heard him exclaim, Oh, the devil! My friends of the 
Hasphuys at Ghent!” — I looked out, and saw Christian walk- 
ing veiy fast, and with on air of busy import. I could scarcely 
help exclaiming aloud. Malgaret, profiting by the trouble 
into wliieh his explanation liad thrown me, had not much diffi- 
culty in extracting from mo liow I was associated with the 
Boh^miens. Seeing me resolved on quitting their company, 
he proposed that I should accompany hiui to Coiitrai, wIutc, 
he said, he had some game in view. After liaving taken from 
the inn the few things I had brought from the house of the 
duclnss I set out with my new asvsociate, but we did not find at 
Coutrai the friends Malgaret bad relied on meeting tlierc, 
and it was our cash, and not theirs, that was spent. Despairing 
of their appearance, wc returned to Lille ; 1 had still one hun- 
dred francs left, and Malgaret gambled witli them on our mu- 
tual account, and lost them, together with what he had of lus 
own, and I afterwards learnt that he had confederated with )iis 
antagonist to cheat me out of what I had left. 

In this extremity, I had recourse to iny abilities : and some 
fencing-masters, to wliom I spoke of my situation, gave me a 
benefit at a fencifig-match, which produced me a hundred 
crow'ns. Set up with this sum, which for a time secured mo 
from want, I frequented public places, balls, I then formed 
an intimacy, of which the circumstances and consequences 
decided the destiny of my whole life. Nothing could be more 
simple than the commencement of this important episode of 
my history. 1 met at the Bal de la Montagne with a young 
lady, with whom I was soon on good terms. Francinc, for 
that was her name, appeared much attached to me, and at 
every moment made me protestations of fidelity, which did not, 
however, prevent her from giving private interviews to a captain 
of engineers. 

1 one day surprised them supping at a tavern in the place 
Kiourt, and, transported with rage, 1 heartily thumped the 
astonished pair. Francine, with her hair hanging loose, fled ; 
but her partner remained, and making a charge against me, I 
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was arrested and conducted to prison of Petit Whilst 

my trial was preparing, I was visited by many females of my 
acquaintance, who made it a duty to offer me their consolations. 
Francinc learnt this, and her jealousy aroused, she dismissed 
the unfortunate captain, withdrew the charge against me which 
she had made at the same time with his, and beseeching me to 
receive her, I weakly consented. The judges heard of this 
fact, which was tortured into a premeditated plan between me 
and Francinc, and I vras sentenced to tlirce months* imprison- 
ment. From the Petit Hotel I was transferred to St. Peter's 
Tower, where I obtained a chamber called the Bull’s-eye. 
Francinc remained with me there for a part of the day, and the 
remainder T paSvSed with tlic other prisoners, amongst whom 
were two old serje ant- majors, Grouard and llerhaux, the latter 
son of a boot-maker at Lille, both condemned for forgeries ; 
and a. labourer, named Boitel, condemiu'd for six years’ con- 
finement for stealing garden- tools ; this latter, who was the 
father of a large family, was always bewailing his imprison- 
ment, wliicli, he said, deprived him of llie means of woiking a 
small farm, \Yhleh ho only knew how to turn to advantage, in 
spite of the crime he had commitU'd, much interest was evinced 
in his favour, or ratin*r towards his children, and many inhabi- 
tants of his district liad drawn up and presented petitions in 
his favour, which wen' as yet unansw-’red, and the unfortunate 
man was in despair, often repeating that ho would give such 
and such a sum for his liberty. Grouard and Ilerbaux, who 
were in St. IVter’s Tower, availing to be sent to (ho gallics, 
thonglit tliey could gf't liiui ]>ardoued by means of a memorial, 
wind) tliey diawv up, or rather plotted together; a plan which 
was ultimately so injurious to me. 

Grouard began to complain that lie could not work quietly 
in tlu' midst of the ujiroar of the common room, in which were 
eighteen prisoners singing, swearing, and quarrelling all day. 
Build, who had done me some little kind ollices, begged me 
to lend my chamber to the compilers of his mcmoral, and I 
consented, although very uuwxllingly, to give it up to them for 
four hours a day. From the next tnorniug they were there 
installed, and the jailor frocjucntly went there secretly. These 
comings and goings, and the mystery which pervaded them, 
would liavc awakened suspicions in a man accustomed to the 
intrigues of a prison, but ignorant of their plans, and occu- 
pied in drinking with the friends who visited me, 1 interested 
myself but too little with what was going on in the BulPe- 
e^c. 

At the end of eight days, they thanked me for my kindnesf, 

4 
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teHing me that the memorial was concluded, and that they had 
every reason to hope for the pardon of the petitioner, without 
sending it to Paris, from the influence of the representation>i 
of the people at Lille. All this was not very clear to me, but I 
did not give it mucli attention, thinking it no husincss of Tuinc ; 
and there was no occasion for me to concern myself. lUit it 
took a tiim which throwed blame on my carelessness, for 
scarcely had forty-eight hours elapsed after the finishing of 
the memorial, when two brothers of Boitel arrived by ('xpress, 
and cainc to dine with him at the jailor’s table. At the end 
of the repast, an order arrived, which being opened by tlic jailor, 
he cried, Good news by my faith! It is an order for the 
liberation of Poitel;” at these words they all arose in eonfii- 
sion, enibrncecl him, examined the order, and con/!:ratul.tt( tl 
him ; and Iloitel, Jmd sanf atruj/ his ch/hes, i}ic pi I'vhuL'i 
eveiihfr^ immediately left the prisem without bidding adieu to 
any of the prisoners. 

Next day, about ten o’clock in the morning, fbein'^j^eefor of 
the privsons came to visit us ; and on the jailor ’.s slutuing bini 
the order for Boitel’s liberation, he cast his eye over ii, said 
that it was a forgery, and that he should not allow t!ie pris( ner 
to depart until he liad referred to tin* autboritit'S. 'I'li*? 
jailor then said that Boitel bad left on the previous evening. 
The inspector testified bis astonislimenl that he should iiavi* 
been deceived by an order signed by persons hose names wer e 
unknown to him, and at la-.t placed him under a guard. He 
then took tlie order away Avitb. bim, <'ind soon made liimscif 
certain that, independently of tlie forgery of tbio signatures, 
there were omissions and errors in form w’hieh must iiavt; 
struck any person at all familiar with such papers. 

It was soon known in the prison, that tlie inspector had 
placed the jailor under arrest, for having allowed Boitel to go 
out under a false order, and I began to surmise the trutlu I 
desired Grouard and Ilerhaux to tell me the whole, observing 
indistinctly, that the affair might compromise me; but they 
swore. most solemnly that they had done nothing but draw up 
the memorial, and were themselves astonished at its prom})t 
success. 1 did not believe a word of this, hut having no 
opposing proofs, 1 was compelled to w\ait for the cv('nt. The . 
next day 1 was summoned to the court, before the judge, and 
answered, that 1 knew nothing of the framing of the forged 
order, and that I had only lent my room, as the only quiet 
place in the prison, for the preparation of the justificatory 
memorial. 1 added, that all these farts could he corroborated 
by the gaoler, who frequently w'ent into the room during their 
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work, appealing to le much interested for Boitel. Grouaitl 
and Herbaux were also interrogated, and then placed in soli- 
tary confinement, whilst 1 returned to my chamber. Scarcely 
had 1 entered it, when Boilers bed-fellow came to me, and 
told me the whole plot, which I had only before suspected. 

Grouard, hearing Boitcl so often repeat that he would wilj- 
ingly give a hundred crowns to procure his liberty, had planned 
with lierhaux the means of getting him out, and they had 
devised no moth so simple as that of forging a false order. 
Boitcl w^as let into the plot, as may be supposed : tliey only 
told him, that as there were many persons to gain over, he 
jraist give four liundred francs. It was then that they applied 
for uiy chainhcr, wliich was indispensable for the due coucoc- 
t'OM and /orging of I he order, without being perceived by the 
o:ht r nris<,iiicrs , moreover the jailor was in their confulcncr, 
by ills fre{|iient visits, and the circumstances which 
'.:id - ''' d and toilevved the departure of Boitel. The order 

• u! ■'; { ■ hmueht by i friend of lierhaux, named Stofllet. 
.’i T i he' 'd'..s rnly to decide Boitel on giving four 

' frjj' ••nirb iln* forger had })ersuaded him was to 

i '- >ii, . ! a Eiu., /dBiough f had rendered him no other 
' i' '' <1- io lira of h luiing luy room. 

'i i'U' hi,''?rt4e<:'ii, I .11 first wished the person who had given 
' ilirsi‘ p irticiil.irs to make a declaration of them, hut he 
‘'ii tinaU'ly I'rl'.ssed, >.'i> dig that lie would not reveal to justice 
a X'cif't corfith’d tu lii^ oath; and besides, he did not feel 
di'‘o'j'{)us of Ix'iiig knocked on the head by the prisoners for 
^.irnin^y /io.w (irvir U luorcvcLU,) lie dissuaded me 

' Veil frnjK iolorining the judg(', telling me that 1 was in no 
danger. But on mnMiiig Itoitel i;*. tlie country, and bringing 
hiintol/iih. and I'utiiiig liint into solitary confmement, he 
Jiamed as tin* aidejs .iiuator.s in his escape, Grouard, 
lierhaux, Su.dilet, 'ind Vniocq. On this confession, we w'cre 
<'0'' ■^li()n< (1 at the towe,, ai d 1 pfTsisted in iny first declaration, 
although 1 eeMild Intw ixtrieated myself in a moment, by 
dhselosing all that Intitel’s hed-fcilow had told me; hut I was 
to fully cun\ meed that it was inipossii-le to substantiate any 
charge against me, tliat 1 was thunderslruck W'lien, at the 
expiration of my three months, 1 was prevented from quitting 
the prison hy an entry slating me as arraigned as an “accom- 
plice in the forgery of authentic and public documents.** 
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I THEN began to think that iliis aQair might turn out badly 
for me ; but any other statement without proof would be more 
elangerous to me than silence, which it was now too late to 
think of breaking. All these reflections allectcd me so much, 
that 1 had a severe illness, during which time I'rancinc at- 
tended me most carefully. I was scarcely convalescent, when, 
unable to support the state of incertitude in which I found my 
affairs, 1 resolved on escaping, and to escape by the door, 
although that may a]>pear a diflicult step. Some particular 
observations made mo prefer this method in preference to any 
other. The wicket-keeper at St Peter’s Tower was a galley- 
slave from the Bagnc (place of coMfincTneni) at .Bivst, sen- 
tenced for life. After the revision of tlie penal laws uiul llie 
code of 1791, he had obtained a commutation of six years’ 
contineinent in the prison at Lille, where lie had made l)im- 
eelf useful to the jaifor, who, persuadial that a man wlio had 
passed four years at the Bagne must he as watchful as an 
ragle, since ho must know every method of escape, promoted 
him to the oflice of gate-keeper, which he thought he could 
not conlide to more trust-worthy hands. It was, however, on 
the stupidity of this prodigy of cunning that I relied for the 
success of my project ; and it appeared the more easy to 
deceive him, as he was so confident in his own sagacity. In a 
word, I relied on passing by him under the disguise of a 
euperior oliioer, charged with visiting St. Peter’s Tower, which 
was used as a military prison twice a week. 

Fraucine, whom I saw daily, got me the requisite clotliing, 
which she brought me in her mufh I immediately tried them 
on, and th(‘y suited me exactly. Some of the prisoners who 
Raw’me thus attired assured me that it wms impossible to detect 
irie. I was the same height as the oIEeer whose character I 
was about to assume, and 1 made myself appear twcnt3^-five 
years of age. At the end of a few days, he made his usual 
round, and whilst one of my friends oecupied his attention^ 
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under pretext of examining his food, I disguised my&elf hastily, 
and presented myself at the door, which the gaol-keeper, 
taking off his cap, opened, and I went out into the street. I 
ran to a friend of Fran cine’s, as agreed on in case 1 should 
succeed, and she soon joined me there. 

I was there perfectly safe, if 1 could resolve on keeping 
concealed ; but how could 1 submit to a slavery almost as 
severe as that of St. lector’s Tower. As for three months I 
had been enclosed within four walls, I was now desirous to 
exercise the activity so long repressed. I announced iny 
intention of going out ; and, as with me an inflexible deter- 
mination was always the auxiliary of tlie most capricious 
fancy, 1 did go. My first excursion was safely performed, but 
tile next morning, as 1 was coming to the Hue Ecremoisf*, a 
Serjeant named Louis, who had seen me during niy imprison- 
ment, stopped me, and asked if 1 w^as free^ He was a severe 
praciical man, ami by a motion of his hand could summon 
twi'iity persons. 1 said that 1 would follow him ; and^ begging 
him to allow' me to bid adieu to my mistress, who was in a 
liouse of Rue do T Hospital, he consented, and \ve really met 
Francinc, who was much surprised to see me in such company ; 
and then I told her that having reflected that my^escapo might 
injure me in the estimation of niy judges, I had decided on 
returning to St. Peter’s Tower to wait the result of the 
process. 

Francinc did not at first comprehend why I had expended 
three hundred francs, to return at the end of four months to 
prison. A sign put her on her guard, and I found an oppor- 
tunity of desiring her to put some cinders in my pocket whilst 
Louis and I took a glass of rum, and then set out for the 
prison. Having reached a deserted street, I blinded my guide 
with a handful of cinders, and regained my asylum with all 
speed. 

tiouis having made his declaration, the gendarmes and 
policc-otiicers were on the full cry after me; and tlicre was one 
Jacquard amongst them who' undertook to secure rne if I were 
in the city. I was not unacquainted with these particulars, 
and instead of being more circumspect in my behaviour, I 
affected a ridiculous bravado. It might have been said that I 
ought to have had a portion of the premium promised for my 
apprehension. 1 was certainly hotly pursued, as may be 
judged from the following incident 

Jacquard learnt one day that I was going to dine in Rue 
Notre-Damc. He immediately went with four assistants, whom 
he left on the ground-floor, and ascended the staircase to the 
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1*001X1 vrliere I was about to sit down to table with two females. 
A reoTuiting serjeant, who was to have made the fourth, had 
not yet arrived. I recognized Jacquard, who never having 
seen me, had not the same advantage, and ])esides my disguise 
would have hid defiance to any description of my person. 
Without being at all uneasy, I approached, and with the most 
natural tone I begged him to pass into a closet, the glass door 
of which looked on the banquet-room. “ It is Vidocq whom 
you are loking for,” said I ; “if you will wait for ten ininut<’S 
you will see him. There is his cover, he cannot he long. 
When he enters, I will make you a sign ; hut if you ere alone, 
I doubt if you can seize him, as he is armed and resolved to 
defend himself.” — “I have my gendarmes on the staircase,” 

answ^ered he, “ and if he escapes ” Take care how you 

place them then,” said I with affected haste. If A'idocq 
should see them he would mistrust some ])lot, and then farewell 
to the bird.” — “But where shall I place them ? ” — “ Oh, why 
in this closet — mind, no noise, that would spoil all ; and T 
have more desire than yourself that he should not suspect 
anything.” My commissary was now shut up in four walls 
with his agents. The door, which w'as very strong, closed 
with a double lock. Then, certain of time to escape, I cried 
to my prisoners, '* You are looking for Vidoeq — well, it is lu* 
who has caged you; farewell.” And away 1 went like a dart, 
leaving the party ahonting for helj), and making desperate 
efforts to escape from the unlucky closet. 

Two escapes of the same sort I affected, but at last I was 
arrested and carried back to St. Peter^s Tower, where, for 
greater security, I was placed in a dungeon with a man named 
Calendrin, who w^as also thus punished for two attempts at 
escape. Calendrin, who had known me during my first con- 
finement in the prison, imparted to me a fresh plan of escapt', 
which he had devised by means of a hole worked in the wall 
of the dungeon of the galley-slaves with whom we could com- 
municate. The third night all was managed for our escape, 
and eight of the prisoners who first went out were so fortunate 
as to avoid being detected by the sentinel, who was only a 
short distance off. 

Seven of us still remained, and we drew straws, as is usual 
in such circumstances, to determine which of the seven should 
first pass. I drew the short straw and undressed myself that I 
might get with greater ease through the hole, which was very 
narrow, but, to the great disappointment of all, I stuck fast 
without the possibility of advancing or receding. In vain did 
Bay companions endeavour to pull me out by force, 1 was 
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caught as 5f in a trap, and the pain of my situation was so 
extreme, that not expecting further help from within, I called 
to the sentry to render me assistance. He approached with 
the precaution of a man wlio fears a surprise, and presenting 
his bayonet to my breast, forbade me to make the slightest 
movement. At his summons the guard came out, the porters 
ran with torches, and I was dragged from n)y hole, not without 
leaving behind me a portion of my skin and flesh. Torn and 
wounded as I was, they immediately transferred me to the 
prison of Petit Hotel, when I was put into a dungeon, fettered 
hand and foot. 

7’en days afterwards I was placed among the prisoners, 
through my entreaties and promises not to attempt again to 
escape, lij) to this time 1 had lived with men who were 
sharpers, robbers, and forgers; but here 1 found myself in the 
midst of most hardened villains, and of tliis number was one 
of my fellow townsmen, named Dcsfosseiix, a man of wonder- 
ful ingenuity, piodigious strength, and who, condemned to the 
gallics from the age of eighteen, had escaped from the Bagne 
three times, wliencc he was to he sent again with the next 
chain of convicts. He told all his exploits and hair-hreadths* 
seaj)es with ijiucli coolness, and said Uiat no doubt one day 
or other the guilloliiie would make sausage meat of his flesh.” 
In s])ite of the secret horror with which this man inspired me, 
1 look a [deasure in conversing w'ith him of the wild life he 
had led, and what most induced me to make ’so many inquiries 
of him was, that I hoped he ^vould he able to aid me with some 
means of escape. With the same motive, I associated with 
many individuals imprisoned as part of a band of forty or fifty 
(’bafleurs, who infested the adjacent districts, under the corn- 
ma?jd of llic famous Sallarnhier. They were named Chopine 
(called the Kantzman), Louis (of Douay), Duhainel (called 
Lillcmau), Auguste Poissard (called the Provencal), Caron 
the younger, Caron the Humpback, and Bruxellois (called the 
Haring), an appellation which he deserved for an act of courage 
which is seldom heard of even in bulletins. 

At the moment of entering a farm with six of his comrades, 
he thrust his left band through an opening in the shutter to 
lift the latch, but when he was drawing it hack, he found that 
his wrist had been caught in a slip-knot. Awakened by the 
noise, the inhabitants of the farm had laid this snare, although 
too weak to go out against a band of robbers which report had 
magnified as to numbers. But the attempt being thus defeated, 
■day was fast approaching, and Bruxellois saw his dismayed 
comrades looking at each other with doubt, when the idea 
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occurred to him that to avoid discoTcry they would knock out 
his brains* With his right hand he drew out his clasp knife 
with a sharp point, winch he aljrvays had abc;ui hitn, and cutting 
off his wrist at the joint, fled with his comrades without being 
stopped by the excessive pain of his horrid wound, 'rhis 
^ematkable deed, which has been attributed to a thousand dif- 
.Vent spots, really occurred in the vicinity of Idllc, and is well 
ttutbenticated in the northern districts, where many persons yet 
remember to have seen the hero of this tah‘, who was thcncc 
called Manchot (or one armed), executed. 

.Introduced by so distiiiguisbcd a worthy as my townsman 
Desfosseux, 1 was received with open arms in the circle of 
bandits, whore from morning to night the means of escape 
was our only theme. Under these ciicinnstanoes, as in many 
others, I remarked that with prisoners, the thirst for liherty, 
becoming the engrossing idea, produced plots inconceivable by 
the man who discusses them at his ease. Liberty! — in this 
word all is centred, this thought pursues the prisoner through- 
out the tedious day, and during the wintry niglits sjient in 
utter darkness, when abandoned to all the tormenting impulses 
of impatience. Enter any prison you will licar shouts of 
noisy mirth, you may almost imagine yourself at a place of 
entertainmont ; approach — mouths grin horribly a ghastly 
smile, but tlic eyes betray no. pleasure, tluiy are stern and 
haggard ; this assumed gaiety is forced in its hideous yells, 
like that of the jackal, which daslies against Its cage, striving 
to burst the bars. 

Well knowing what men they had to guard, our jailors 
watched ns with a care tliat marred all our plans ; the only 
opportunity which gave a chance of success now' ollered itself, 
and I seized on it before my companions, cunning as they were, 
had even thought of it. We were about eighteom of us in the 
anti-room of the examining judge, where W'e had been con- 
ducted for the purpose of being interrogated, which was guard- 
ed by soldiers, and two gendarmes, one of whom had laid 
down Ills hat and cloak near me, whilst he went to the bar, 

* whither his companion was summoned by the ringing of a bell. 

I put his hat on my head instantly, and wrapping myself in 
his cloak, took a prisoner under my arm as if I was taking 
hhn out for a pressing necessity ; I went to the door, which 
the corporal of the guard immediately opened, and we got 
out once more. But what could we do without money or 
papers ? My comrade went into the province, and 1, at the 
risk of being retaken, returned to Francine, who, overjoyed at 
seeing me, determined on selling her furniture, and flying 
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with roe to Belgium. This was determined on, when a roost 
unexpected event, attributable only to my incredible jparelcss* 
ness, completely overthrew our plan. 

The niglit before our intended departure, I met in the dusk 
of the evening a woman of Brussels, named Eliza, with whom 
I had been on intimate terms. She embraced me, and begged 
me to go and sup with her, and, conquering my weak objec- 
tions, kept me with her until the next day. I persuaded 
Francine, who lind sought me everywhere, that, pursued by 
police officers, I had been compelled to take refuge in a house 
which I could not quit tilf da 3 ’break. She was at first satisfied ; 
hut having by accident discovered that 1 had passed the night 
W'ith a female, her Jealousy burst forth in overwhelming and 
tearful rejiroachcs against my ingratitude, and in her rage she 
swore tliat she would have me ariested. To put me in prison 
was certainly the best mode of putting a stop to rny infideli- 
ties; but Finncinc was a woman of Iwr word, and I deemed it 
jirudcnt to allow' her anger to evaporate, intending to return 
after some time, and start with her as we had agreed .on. 
However, as 1 needed my clothes, and did not wish to ask for 
them, for fear of a fresli biirs>l of temper, I went alone to our 
chamber, of w'hieh she had the key, and forcing a shutter, I 
took out what 1 w'anted, and left the house. 

At the end of five days, clothed like a countryman, I left the 
place 1 had inhabited in the suburbs, and going into the city, 

J went to the house of a seamstress, a friend of Francine’s, on 
whose mediation 1 relied for reconciling ns. This woman 
seemed so greatly embarrassed, that fearing I should implicate 
)ier, I only l)egged her to go and seek my mistress. “ Yes,’' 
snid she, with a very remarkable air, and without looking at 
me. She went out, and I was left alone to reflect on my 
strange reception. 

A knock at the door was heard, which 1 hastened to open, 
thinking that I should receive Francine in my arms, when a 
crowd of gendarmes and j>olicc-officejs appeared, who seizing 
me, I was carried before the magistrate, wlio began by asking 
me wliere I had been during the last five days. My answer ^ 
was brief, as I never implicated those wdio sheltered me. The 
magistrate observed, that my obstinacy in refusing liim any 
cxplamitiori would go much against me, and that my head was 
in jeopardy, &c. &c. I only laughed, as imagining this re- 
mark to he a trap to force me to confess through I 

persisted in my silence, and W'as remanded to the Petii Hotel. 

Scarcely had I set foot in the street, when all eyes were 
fixed on me. People a died to each other and whispered. 
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which I thought was caused by my disguise, and I scarcely 
heeded it. They made rne enter a cell, where I was left alone 
in the straw, heavily ironed. At the end of two hours the 
jailor ca^ne, who, pretending to pity me, and take an interest 
in me, told me that my resolution not to confess where 1 had 
’fipent the last five days, would injure me in the estimation of 
the judges ; but I was immovable, and two more liours elapsed, 
when the jailor returned with a turnkey, who took off my fet- 
ters, and desired me to go down to the office, where two judges 
were in attendance. I was agaiiv questioned, and made a 
similar repl}', and they then stripped my clothes entirely off, 
nnd stamped on my right shoulder a blow that ivould have 
killed an ox, which was to mark me; my clotlics were taken 
away, after being described in the process- verbal ; and I was 
sent back to my cell, covered with a shirt of sail-cloth, in a 
surtout half black and half grey, in rags which liad served at 
least two generations of prisoners. 

All this gave me food for reflection. It was evident that the 
seamstress had denounced me, but for what ? She had no 
complaint to make of me. In spite of her fury, Francine 
%vould have reflected twice before she denounced me; and if I 
had withdrawn for some days, it was rather because 1 did not 
wish to irritate her by my jircscnce, than from any fear of 
consequences. V/hy these reiterated inquiries, these mys- 
terious words of the jailor, and this description of my attire? 
X was lost in a labyrimh of conjecture, and for twenty-five 
hours I was kept in the strictest solitary confinement; 1 then 
underwent an examination which informed me of all. 

“ What is your name V* 

** Eugene i^anrfois Vidoeq.’^ 

What is your profession ?’* 

Military," 

“ Do you know the girl Francine Longuet 

“ Yes ; she is my mistress." 

Do you know where she is at this moment?" ' 

“She should be at a friend’s house, for she sold her own 
► furniture.” 

“ What is the name of this friend?" 

“ Madame Bourgeois." 

“ Where docs she live?" 

At a baker’s in the Rue St. Aiidr^," 

“ How long had you left the woman Longuet when you wtn 
mrrested ?" 

“Five days." 

“ Why did you leave her V* 
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** To avoid her anger; she knew that I had passed the night 
with another female, and in a fit of jealousy threatened to have 
me arrested.’* 

“ Who was the woman with whom you passed the night?” 

“ A former mistress.” 

** What is her name ?”• 

Eliza — 1 only know her by that name.” 

‘‘W'here does she live?” 

“ At Brussels, whither, I believe, she has returned*” 

“Where are the things which you had in the house of the 
woman Longuet?” 

“ In a j)Iace that I can point out if need he.” 

“ How could you get them, having quarrelled with her, and 
not wishing to see her ?” 

“ After our quarrel in the Cafi^, where she found me, she 
threatened to call for the guard to seize me : knowing her 
perverseness, I ran down tlie by-streets, and reached the house 
before her, which 1 had hoped to do, and wanting some clothes, 
I forced a shutter to eirect my entrance, and then took out 
what I wanted. You just now asked me where these things 
arc, and I will now tell you; they arc in the Hue Saint Sau- 
veur, at the house of Duboc, who will corroborate this.” 

“ You do not speak truth — before you left Francine at her 
house, you had a great quarrel ; it is said that you struck her.’ ' 

** That is false ; I did not see .Francine at her own home 
after the quarrel, and consequently I could not have maltreated 
her. She can corroborate this.” 

“Do you know this knife ?” 

“ Yes ; it is the one 1 generally use at my meals.” 

“ You see the blade and haft arc covered with blood. Does 
not the sight of it make any impression upon you? You are 
agitated !” 

“Yes,” I replied with emotion; “ but wha^has ha|)pencd 
to Francine ? Tell me, and I will give every pos.sible explana- 
tion,” 

“ Did nothing particular happen to you when you carried off 
your clothes? 

“ Nothing that I can call to mind.” 

“ You persist in your declarations?” 

“ Yes.” 

“ You are imposing on justice ; — that you may have time 
for reflection on your position, and the consequences of your 
obstinacy, I shall now delay the remainder of your examina* 
tion until to-morrowl — Gendarmes, watch this man most care- 
fiilly — Go,” 
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It was late wTicu I returned to my cell, where they hrouglit 
me my aUownncOf which the trouble 1 experienced from the 
result of the interrogatory would not allow me to c?at,* 1 could 
not sleep, and passed the whole night w itliout closing an eye. 
Some crime had been committed, but on whom ? By whom ? 
Why .was 1 inculpated ? 1 had asked, myself that question a 

thousand times, without getting at any rational solution, when 
they came to fetch me on the following morning to renew my 
examination. After the usual questions, a door was opened, 
and two gendarmes entered, supportin^r a female. Jt was 
Francine — Francine pale, and altered so as to be scarcely re- 
cognizable. On seeing me she fainted; and wlicn I wislied to 
approach her, I was withheld by the gendarmes, ^i’hey took 
her away, and 1 alone remained wdth the examining judge, 
wiio asked me if the sight of the unfortunate woman did not 
prompt me to confess all ? I protested my innocence?, assert- 
ing that 1 did not know till that instant that Francine was ill. 

1 was led back to the prison, but not to solitary confinement, 
and 1 could then hope that I might be informed of all the 
events of which I was so singularly the victim. I questioned 
the jailor, hut he would not answer me ; I wrote to Francine, 
altliough I was told tliat the letterd w'ould he detained by the 
judge, and. that she was dismissed. I was on thorns, and at 
last determined on sending for counsel, who, aft(*r liaving 
learnt the accusation, told me tliat 1 was charged with at- 
tempting to assassinate Francine. On the very day I left her, 
she had been found expiring, stabbed with a knife in live 
places, and bathed in blood. My precipitate fliglU — the secret 
carrying away of my clothes, which it was known that I had 
taken from one place to another as if to elude tlie search of 
justice — the broken shutter in my room — the footmark which 
resembled mine, — all tended to confirm the suspicions of my 
guilt, and my disguise still more corroborated it. 

It was tliought that I only disguised myself and returned, to 
learn whether she had died without accusing me. One par- 
ticular,. which would have been in my favour under any other 
circumstances, now aggravated the charge against me ; as soon 
as the physicians would allow Francine to speak, she declared 
that she had stabbed herself, in despajr, at finding that she was 
abandoned by a man for whom she had sacrificed all. But her 
attachment to me rendered her testimony suspected, and it was 
believed that she only spoke thus to save me. 

My .counsel had terminated thi.s narrative at least a quarter 
of an hour, and 1 was still listening like a man oppressed with 
the night-mare. At the age of twenty 1 was sufi’ering under 
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t)ie weight of the two- fold accusation of forger}^ and assassina- 
tion, without having even dreamt of committing such crimes. 
1 even reflected whether I would not hang myself at the bars 
of my cell with a straw-rope. I was losing my senses, hut at 
last collected myself suflSciently to detail all the facts requi- 
site for my exculpation* In the after- examination they in- 
sisted strongly on the blood which the porter, who had carried 
ji\y ]iiggag(‘, stated he had seen on my hands. This blood had 
flowed from a cut inflicted by the glass of a window which I 
had broken to remove the shutter, and I could produce two 
witnesses of this fact. My counsel, to whom I told all my 
grounds of defence, assured me, that .united with the testi- 
mony of Franciiic, which alone had been of no avail, I should, 
be acquitted, which was the case a few days afterwards. 
Francinc, although still very weak, came immediately to see 
me, and confirmed all the particulars wliich the examination 
liad first acquainted me with. 

1 was thus relieved of an enormous weight, without being 
yet entirely freed from uneasiness : my repeated escapes had 
delayed the decision of the accusation of forgery, in which I 
had h(‘en implicated, and nothing indicated its termination, 
lor (irounrd had also escaped. The rc*suU of the charge from 
which I had just been treed had, however, given me a hope, 
and 1 tliought nothing of attempting to escape, when an op- 
}»ort unity i)resontc(i, \Nhich 1 seized, as it were, by instinct. 
Jn the c}iam])cr in wlficli I was plaet-d were tlie temporary 
})risoners, and on fetching away two of them one morning, 
the jailor forgot to close the door, which I perceived, and de- 
scending to the ground floor, found, on looking about me, 
that 1 had a chance. It was scarcely daybreak, and the 
prisoners were all asleep ; 1 had met no one on the staircase, 
and there was no one at the gate, which 1 cleared ; hut the 
jailor, wlio was drinking a dram at a public-house opposite 
tlie prison, pursued me, crying loudly, “ Stop him 1 Stop 
him 1” lie cried in vain, for the streets were empty, and the 
desire of liberty gave me wings. In a few minutes I got out 
of sight of the jailor, and soon reached a house in Hue Saint 
Sauveur, where I was very certain they would not come to 
seek for me. 1 was now compelled to quit Lille as quickly 
as possible, as I w^as too well known there to be long in 
safety. 

At nightfall all were on the look out, and I learnt that all 
the gates were closed, and no one was let out hut through the 
wicket, where police oflicers and disguised gendarmes W'ere 
stationed to e.vamine all comers* The gates thus closed oil 
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me, I resolved on desoending the ramparts, and knowing the 
Fpot well, I went at ten o'clock at night to the bastion of 
Kotre-Dame, which I judged the most propitious place for the 
execution of my project. Having tied to a tree a cord, wliicli 
I had procured for the purpose, I began to slide down, hut the 
weight of my body impelling me more rapidly than I antici- 
pated, the friction of the cord made my hands so hot that 1 
was compelled to let go about fifteen feet from the ground, 
and fell so heavily on rny right foot, that I sprained it, and in 
endeavouring to get out of the ditch I thought I should never 
he able to effect it. Unheard-of efiorts at length extricated 
me, hut on reaching the plain I could move no farther. 

There I was, swearing most emphatically against all ditches, 
ropes, and sprains, hut this did not relieve u\y einharrassnn-nl, 
when a man passed me with one of those cars so common in 
Flanders. A crown -piece, my only one, prevailed on him to 
place me on his car, and convey me to the next village. On 
reaching his house he laid me on a bed, and rnl)bed my loot 
with brandy and soap, whilst his wife assisted him very effici- 
ently, although staring with wonder at my eloiiies, stained 
with the nmd of the ditch. They did not ask for any explana- 
tion, but I thought it expedient to gne one; and to }»vcp:ire 
myself for it, I pretended that I was greatly in want of sleej), 
and my host left me. At the end of two hours 1 ealk-d ilunn, 
like a man just awaking, and told tlu’m in a Jew words, that in 
conveying smuggled tobacco up the ramparts, I had fillon, 
and my comrades, ])ursi}(‘d ))y the eustoin-liouse officers, ha,d 
been compellcil to leave me in tin* ditcli ; and 1 nddt'd, tliist 1 
left myself in their haiuis to do as they pleased with me. 
These good creatures, who hated the custom-house officers as 
cordially as the inhabitant of any frontkr town ever does, 
assured me that they would not for the world betray me. To 
try them, I asked if th(‘re was no means of conveyance to my 
father's house, who lived at the other side, and they said that 
such a step wouid expose me, and that it would be better to 
wait a few days, until I was well, 1 consented, and to rc'inove 
all suspicions, it was agreed that I slmuld j)uss for a relation 
on a visit. No one, however, made the least observation. 

Quieted on this head, I hegcin to rtdlect on my next step, 
and \yhat I must do. I determined on leaving these parts, and 
going into Holland. But to execute this plan money w'as 
indispensable, and icxccpt my watch, which I had offered to my 
host, I possessed only four shillings and tcnpence. I might 
go to Francinc, but then, of course, she w'as closely watched : 
and to send her any message would infallibly hazard her 
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safety. At least, I must wait until the heat of the first pursuit 
Wiis over. J did wait, and at the end of a fortnight I deter-t 
mined to write to Francine, which I intrusted to my host, tell- 
ing him that, as this female was the go-hctween of the 
smugglers, he must use much caution in visiting her. He 
hi] filled liis commission with much care, and brought me next 
day one hundred and twenty francs in gold. The next day I 
bade farewell to my friends, whose charges were extremely 
nu)dcvatc, and at the end of six days reached Oslend. 

My jiilention, as at my first visit to this city, was to go to 
America or India, but I only met with Danish and Dutch 
Kkip[, who refused to tala me without credentials. The 
Mtiie <Ms}i whiel 1 had hrouglit from Lille diminished rapidly, 
aiUi 1 vv - - . i-ig that s'tuation with which we become 

omJ' ■') : iUi'. i but which is not the less disagreca- 

lij.' on tlial. acecuiuL Money c^ufaiuly does not produce wit, 

T OT udents, nor understanding ; hut the quiet of mind which 
ft ^op( riiidm-es, Dm equanimity which it aflbrds, amply supply 
V'( pi'o'i 01 tliese qualities; whilst in the absence of this 
• .'i’i/niumy these gifts arc of no avail with many who possess 

I had iirard much of tlo' adventurous and lucrative life of 
hi’ e i/isting smuggh.r‘', M whom the prisonens had boasted 
with • mlinsiasm ; fm Ihi:. profession was often followed 

roi(g!i iiK-iinatiou, hy individuals 'Ahose fortune and situation 
fiid not c< n.'pe} fh('Tr to adoi.t so )ierilous a life. 1 confess, for 
i\'\ p.u t, that 1 vsas not seduced hy tho prospect of passing 
ulu.de iiiyiits under ciills, in tin* ini<Ist of rocks, exposed to all 
void}',, and, above uli, to the sholt oi the custom-house 
officers. 

It was w'ilh real repugnance that I went to the house of a 
man named .Peters, to wliom 1 w'as directed, as one deeply en- 
gaged in the pursuit, and able to introduce me to it. A .sca- 
gull nailed on his door with extended w'ings, like the owls 
and Avcasels that we see on barns, guideti me. 1 found tin; 
Vvorlby in a sort of cellar, wliieh by tlie ropt^s, sails, oars, 
}iammock«4, and luarrels, which filled it, inighi have been taken 
for a mval dt pot, .From (ho midst of a thick atmosphere of 
sttiokc wliieh surrounded him, he viewed me at first with a 
eontempi winch liad not a good appearance, and my conjcc- 
tuia s were soon realized, for 1 h.ad scarcely oilercd my services 
than he fell upon me with a shower of blows. I could 
certainly have resisted him effectually, but astonishment had 
in a measure deprived me of the powder of defence ; and I saw 
besides, in the court-yard, half a dozen sailors and an enor* 
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mous Newfoundland dog, which would have been powerful 
odds. Turned into the street, 1 endeavoured to account for 
this singular reception, when it occurred to me that Peters had 
mistaken me fora spy, and treated me accordingly. 

This idea determined me on returning to a dealer in hol- 
lands, who had told me of him, and he, laughing at the result 
of my visit, gave me a pass-W'ord that would procure me free 
access to Peters. Thus empowered, I again went to his for- 
midable abode, having first filled my pockets with large 
•stones which, in case of a second attack, might protect my 
retreat. Fortunately I had no need of tlicin. At the words 
“Beware of tlie sharks’* (custom-house ollicrrs), I was re- 
ceived in a most amicable maimer, for my strength niid 
activity made me a valuable acquisition to the fraternity, who 
are often compelled to carry \\ith speed, from one spot to 
another, the most oppressive loads. A Bouvdcaiix man, wlio 
was one. of the gang, undertook to initiate me, and teach me 
the stratagems of the profession, which, however, 1 was calitMi 
on to put in practice before my tuition had progressed very 
far. 

I slept at Peters’ Iiouse with a doxen or fifteen smugglers, 
J3utch, D/missh, Swedish, 1‘orfuguesc, and Ilussian ; there 
were no Knglishmcn, and only two Frenclimeii. The day 
after rny installation, as wc wnu'e all getting into our ham- 
mocks, or flock beds, Peters entered suddenly into our 
chamber,- wljich was only a cellar contiguous to his own, and 
so filled wilii barrels and keg.s th.-it we could searcfdy find 
room to sling our hammocks. Peters iiad put off his usual 
iittire, which was that of sliip-caulker, or sail-maker, and had 
•on a hairy caj), and a long rod sliirl, closed at the breast with 
A silver pin, fire-arms in bis belt, and a pair of thick largo 
fisherman’s boots, which reach the top of the thigli, or may 
be folded down beneath the knee. 

“ A-hoy ! a-hoy !” cried he at the door, stril Jng the ground 
with the but-end of hi.s carbine, “Down with the hammocks, 
down with the hammocks ! We will sleep some other day. 
The Squirrel has made signals fer a landing this evening, and 
we must see what she has in her, muslin or tobacco. Come, 
come, turn out my sea-boys.” 

In a twinkling everybody was ready. They opened an arm- 
chest, and every man took out a carbine or blunderbuss, a 
brace of pistols, and a cutlass or boarding-pike, and we set 
out, after having drunk .so many glasses of brandy and arrack 
that the bottles were empty. At this time there were not' 
more than twenty of us, but we were joined or met, at on« 
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place or another, hy so many individuals, that on reaching 
the sea-side we were forty-seven in number, exclusive of two 
females and some countrymen from the adjacent villages, who 
brought hired horses, which they concealed in a hollow behind 
some rocks. 

It was night, and the wind was shifting, whilst the sea 
dashed with so much force that I did not understand how any 
vessel could approach without being cast on shore. What 
confirmed this idea was, that by the starlight I saw a small 
boat rowing backwards and forwards, as if it feared to land. 
Tliey told me afterwards that this was only a manreuvre to 
ascertain if all was ready for the unloading, and no danger to 
he apprehended, Peters now lighted a reflecting lantern, 
which one of the men had brought, and immediately extin- 
guished it ; the Squirrel raised a lantern at her mizeii, winch 
C’,?ily shone for a moment, and then disappeared like a glow- 
worm on a summt'i’s night. We then saw it approach, and 
anchor about a gun-shot off from the spot where we were. 
Our troop theji divided into three companies, two of which 
\verc placed five hundred paces in front, to resist the revenue 
officers if they should })resenl themselves. The men of these 
companies were then placed at intervals along tlie ground, 
having at the left arm a packthread which ran from one to 
the other : in case of alarm, it was announced hya slight pull, 
and each being ordered to answer this signal by firing his gun, 
a line of firing w'as thus kept up, w'hich perplexed the revenuo 
officers. The third company, of wliich I was one, remained 
by flic sea-sjidc, to cover the landing and the transport of the 
cargo. .. 

All being thus arranged, the Nrw'foundlaiid dog already 
mentioned, and who was with us, dashed at a word into the 
midst of tlic waves and swain powerfully in the direction of 
the Squirrel, and in <an instant afterwards returned with the 
end of a rope in his mouth. Peters instantly seized it, and 
began to draw it towards him, making us signs to assist him, 
winch I obeyed mechanically. After a few tugs, T saw that 
at the end of the cable w'ere a dozen small casks, which floated 
towards us. I then perceived that the vessel thus contrived 
to keep sufficiently far from the shore, not to run a lisk of 
being stranded. 

Ill an instant the casks, smeared over with something that 
made them water-proof, w’ere unfastened and placed on horse*, 
which immediately dashed off for the interior of the country, 
A second cargo arrived With the same success ; but as we were 
landing the tliird, some reports of fire-arms announced that 

5 
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our out-posts were attacked. ‘‘There is the beginning of the 
ba}j,” said Peters, calmly; “1 must go and see who will 
dance;’* and taking up his carbine, he joined the out-posts, 
which had by this time joined each other. The firing became 
rapid, and we had two men killed, and others sliglitly wounded. 
At the lire of the revenue ofiicers, we soon found that they 
exceeded us in number, but alarmed, and fearing an ambus- 
cade, they dared not to approach, and we effected our retreat 
without any attempt on their part to prevent it. From the 
beginning of the fight the Squirrel had weighed anchor and 
stood out to sea, for fear that the noise of the firing should 
bring down on her the govenmicut cruiser. 1 was told that 
most probably she would unload her cargo in some other part 
of the coast, where the owners had numerous agents. 

On the return to Peters* house, at break of day, I threw my- 
sedf into my liaminock, and did not leave it for eiglii-and-forty 
hours: the fatigue of the i.ight, the moisture which penetrated 
my clothes, whilst (‘xercisc had made mo perspire profusidy, 
and the uneasiness of my new situation, all combined to make 
me ill, and a fever seized me. When it left me, I told Peters 
that 1 found tlie employment too hard, and that 1 should he 
glad if he would allow me to go. lie agreed more quietly 
than I expected, and gave me :i hundred francs. I have since 
learnt that he had me followed for several days, to he asMired 
whether or no I took the road to Lille, which 1 had told him 
was my intention. 

1 did go to that city, led by a childish wish to see Francine, 
and take her with me to Holland, where I had formed a plan 
of a small establishment. lUit my imprudence was soon pu- 
nished ; for two gendarmes, who were drinking in a pot-Iiouse, 
saw me crossing the street, and tlicy resolved on following me 
to ask for my papers. They overtook me at a turning, and the 
trouble which their appearance caused me, determined them 
on apprehending me. They took me to the brigade prison, 
where I was already looking out for means of escape, when I 
heard some one say to the gendarmes, “ Here is the guard of 
Lille ; is there any one for tha prison ?’* Two men of the 
Lille brigade came to the prison and asked if there was any 
game in the trap ? “ Yes,” said the fellows who took me, ” we 
have one narried Legcr (my assumed name), whom we found 
without a passport.*’ They opened the door, and the brigadier 
of Lille, who had often seen me at the Petit Hotel, cried, “ By 
Jove, *tis Vidocq I” J was compelled to confess it, and setting 
out, I entered Lille a few hours afterwards, between my twe 
body guards. 



CHAPTER VI. 


I FOUND at the Petit Hotel the greater number of the prisoners 
\vho had been emancipated before my escape. Some of them 
had made but a very short absence, and were speedily appre- 
hended, charged with fresh crimes, or frcsli oHonces. Amongst 
them was Calaiidrin, whom 1 have spoken about: enlarged 
on tlie lull, he was retaken on the 13th, charged with burglary 
and being an accomplice of the ChautTeurs, whose name alone 
inspired universal dread. On the strength of the reputation 
which my various escapes had procured for me, these men 
looked on me as one on whom they might rely. On my side, 
1 could scarcely sejiarate myself from them. Accused of 
capital offences, they bad a powerful motive for being secret 
concerning our attempts, whilst the unfortunate ** petty larceny 
rascal" might denounce us, in the dread of being accused of 
being privy to our designs. This is the logic of the prison. 
This escape, however, was not so very easy a matter, as may be 
surmised when I say that our dungeons, seven feet square, had 
walls six feet thick, strengthened with planking crossed and 
rivetted with iron ; a window, two feet by one, closed witli three 
iron gratings placed one after the other, and tlie door cased 
with wrought iron. With such precautions, a jailor might 
depend on the safe keeping of lus charge, but yet we overcame 
it all. 

I was in a coll on the second floor with Huhamel, For six 
francs, a prisoner, who was also a turnkey, procured us two 
files, a ripping chisel, and two turnscrews. We had pewter 
spoons, and our jailor was probably ignorant of the use which 
prisoners could make of them. 1 knew the dungeon key ; it 
was the counterpart of all the others on the same story; and I 
cut a model of it from a large carrot ; then I made a mould 
with crumb of bread and potatoes. We wanted fire, and we 
procured it by making a lamp with a piece of fat and the rags 
of a cotton cap. The key was at last made of pewter, blit it 
was not yet perfect ; and it was only after many trials and 
various alterations that it fitted at last. Thus masters of the 
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dooM, we were compelled to work a hole in the wall, near the 
barns of the town-hall. Sallamhier, who was in the dungeons 
below, found a way to cut the hole,' by working through the 
planking. All was ready for our escape, and it was fixed for 
the evening, when the jailor told me that my term of dungeon 
imprisonment had expired, and I should be placed again with 
the other prisoners. 

A favour was never less welcome ; I saw all my preparations 
useless, and I might wait for a long time for circumstances as 
favourable. I was, however, compelled to follow the jailor, 
whom I wished at the devil wdth his congratulations. This 
disappointment afTected me so greatly that all the prisoners 
saw it. One of them having learnt my secret from me, made 
some vej'y just observations on the danger I ran in escaping 
with such men as Sallamhier and Duhamel, who would perhaps 
not be out of prison twenty-four hours without conimittinp' a 
murder. He even made me promise to let them go, and w.iit 
myself for some other opportunity, 1 followed Ids advice, aiul 
it was well that I did so ; I even took the precaution of telling 
Duhainel and Sallamhier that they were suspected, and that 
they had not a moment to spare in saving themselves, Tlicy 
followed my advice literally, and two hours afterwards they 
had joined a hand of forty-seven Chauffeurs, of whom tw'cnty- 
eight were executed the following inonlh at Bruges. 

The escape of Duhainel and S,illain})icr made a gri'at 
n the prison, and throughout tlie city. They found some 
extraordinary circumstances helonging to it, hut the jailor was- 
the more nstoniahed that I hud not made one of the purty. It 
•yas necessary to repair the breach tliey liad made, and work- 
men came; ami they stationed at the bottom of the staircase a 
guard with orders not to let any one pass. The tliought came 
to me of deceiving the sciitim-l, and getting out hy the breach 
which was to have aided my escape before. 

Francine, who came every day to see me, brought me three- 
ells of Iri-coloured rilihon, wliich T had requested her to pro- 
cure. With one piece 1 made a belt, and ornamenting my liat 
with the rest, I passed, mufllcd up, hy tlie soldier; wlu), taking 
me for a municipal ofiiccr, presented his arms, I asccndecl 
the staircase quickly — reached the opening, which I found 
guarded by two sentinels, one in the granary of the town-ball, 
and the other in the passage of the prison. I told the latter 
that it was impossible for a man to pa.ss through this opening ; 
he insisted on the contrary ; and his comrade, as if plotting 
with Die, said that I could get through with my clothes on. I 
said I would try ; and creeping through the liole, I got inta 
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the l)arn» Pretending: that I had hurt myself in passing, I 
told my two men that as I was on that side 1 shouid go round 
t)y another wviy. “ In this case,” said he who was in the 
granary, ** wait whilst I open the door and putting the key 
in the lock, I jumped at two hounds down the staircase of the 
town-ball and ’got into the street with my ribbon still on, and 
whicli would again have caused my arrest had not the day been 
<lrawing to a close. 

^ was scarcely^ out, when the jailor, who rarely lost sight of 
me, said, ** 'VVIktc is Vidocq V* Tljey told him that I was 
taking a turn in tlie yard ; hut when he went there to convince 
himself, he sought me everywhere in vain, calling loudly over 
all parts of the prison (an official search would not have been 
more successful), no prisoner had seen me go out. It was 
soon known that I was no longer in the prison; hut how then 
could I have cscajied ? Of this no one knew anything — not 
even Francine, who most ingenuously declared that she knew 
not]]i!ig of Itow 1 liad liberated myself, for she had brought me 
tbe ribbon \\itbout knowijig the pin*j)Osc for which I intended 
it. Slui was however confined ; but this revealed nothing, the 
soldiers, ulio had alkwed me to jiass, taking good care not to 
i m ] ) 1 1 a t c 1 } u ' m s ( ' 1 V e s . 

AVJiilsl they w( re tlius punishing tlie pretended authors of 
my eseajx’, 1 lelt tbe city and reached Courtrai, where tbe 
juggler Olivier and tbe quack Devoyc enrolled me in their 
troop to jday ; rmloniime. I saw tliere many prisoners who had 
esea])e(l, wliose .'icting costume, which they always wore (be- 
C'luse they liad no oilier), served greatly to mystify the police, 
Fj’i)!!) (’ourtrai we returned to Ghent, wliemu' we were soon to 
ilejiart for the fair of Knghien. We weie in ibis latter oily for 
five days: and tlie receipt, of whieli 1 had a share, was very 
good ; wlien one evening, as I was about to go on tlie stage, I 
^sas arri’sted by tlie police oifieers, to whom I had been be- 
trayed by tlie Merry 7\ndrcw, out of malice at seeing me fill 
tbe chief characters. J was again taken back to Lille, where 
I learnt, to my great grief, that my poor Francine had been 
sentenced to six montlis’ confinement for having aided my 
•escape. The turnkey Baptiste — whose only crime W'as that of 
having taken me for a superior officer, and having allowed me 
in this capacity to quit St. Peter’s Tower — the unlucky Bap- 
tiste w^as also imprisoned for the same fault. The terrible 
charge against him was, that tlie prisoners (overjoyed at an 
opportunity of revenging themselves) declared that a hundred 
crowns had made him take a young man of nineteen for an 
old soldier on the sliady side of fifty. 
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As for me, I was sent to the prison of the department of 
Douni, where I was treated as a dangerous man ; tliat is to 
say, I was thrust into a dungeon with my hands and'^Jegs in 
fetters. I found there rny townsman Desfosseiix and a young 
man named Doyenette, condemned to chains for sixteen years 
for a burglary effected witli liis father, mother, and two 
brothers under fifteen years ef age. They had been four 
months in tlie dungeon where 1 was put, lying on straw, eaten 
up with vermin, and living on bean-bread and water. 1 or- 
dered my provisions, which were soon consumed ; we then 
talked over our business, and iny fellow prisoners told me that 
for the last fortnight they were making a hole under the pave 
ment of the dungeon which would open at the level of the 
Scarpe which waslied tlie prison Avails. I at first regarded the 
enterprise as dillioult, as it w'as necessary to pierce a wall five 
feet thick and yet avoid the observation of the jailor, whose 
frequent visits woubl not allow of our suffering a morsel of 
rnhhish to be seen. 

We eluded detection from this by throAving out of the win- 
dow, wdiich ovc'vlookcd the Scarpe, every liamlful of rubbish 
Aat wc got from our mine. Desfossmix liad besides found 
means of ridding iis of our fetters, and we worked Avith less 
fatigue and dilliculty. One of us was nlAvays iii t]ie hole, 
AA’hich was already large enough to admit a man. Tv'e llioiiglit 
that we Iiad at length terminated our labours and our cap- 
tivity, W'heii Ave diseiwcred tL.it the foundations, wbieh avo had 
imagiued to be comjiosed of common stone, Aveia* formed of 
masses of sand-stone of large size. This eompcdled us to en- 
large our suhterraneaa galieiw, and fur a week av(’ Avorked at 
it unremittingly. To conceal the disappearance of tliat one 
of us who might bo at \vu»*k w'hen the guard went round, we 
had filled a vest and shirt Avith slraAv, and placed the figure in 
the posture of a sleeping man. 

After fifty-five da}s and nights of unrelaxing toil, Ave at 
las: so far completed our work tliat Ave had but one stone to 
remove and then should reach the ri%n-’s banks. One night 
we determined on making an essay, and all appeared faveur- 
able to our design ; the jailor Jiad locked up earlier than 
usual, and a dense fog gave us a coniident hope of avoiding 
the sentinel of the bridge. The shaken stone yielded to our 
efforts, and fell inside the aperture we had made ; but the 
water followed it at the same time as if impelled by the sluice 
of a mill. We had calculated our distance incorrectly, an4 
the hole being made some feet beneath the level of the river, 
we Avere deluged. At first Ave endeavoured to plungt 
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through the opening ; but the rapidity of Uie current pre. 
eluded all attempts, and we were compeUtd to call ^for help, 
01 remJ#n immersed in water for the whole night. At our 
cries the jailor and tunilccys ran Ip our assistance^ and were 
greatly astonished at liiiding themselves mid-leg deep in water. 
All was soon discovered and the iniscliicf repaired, whilst wc 
were shut up singly in dungeons in the same gallery. 

This catastrophe filled me rvith very sad reflections, from 
which I was very soon aroused hy the voice of Desfosseux, 
who told me, in slang terms, not to despair, but to take cou- 
rage by Ins example. Desfosseux was certainly endowed willi 
a strength of mind which notliing could clc])ress ; cast half 
naked on the straw in a dungeon, wliere he could scarcely lie 
at lengtli, loaded with thirty ptnmds weight of fetters, he yet 
sang witli great \ociferation, and was only devising means of 
<;scap(', tinit he- might again do some evil deed ; and oppor- 
tunity was not long wanting. 

In tlio same prison with us were confined the jailor of the 
Petit Hotel of Lille, and tlic turnkey Baptiste, both accused 
<>f having aided my escape for a bribe. The day of their trial 
Raving arrived, the jailor was acquitted, but Baptiste’s sentence 
was deferred, the triliuiial having decreed a fresh process, ih 
which 1 was to he heard. Poor Baptiste then came to me, 
begging me to tell the truth. At first I only gave him evasive 
answers ; but Destosseux having told me tliat the man might 
serve us, and thatwT must arrange terms with him, 1 promised 
to do what he w'islu'd : on which lie made mo vast profesvsions of 
gratitude and oiKus of service. 1 took him at his w'ord, and 
desired liim to bring me a knife and two large nails, of which 
Desfosseux had told me that he had need, and in an hour I 
had them brouglit to me. On learning that I had procui cd 
lliem, Desfosseux made as many jumps as his fetters and his 
l^undcd space would allow: Doyenette equally gave himself 
up to the most excessive joy; and, as gaiety is in general 
catching, [ felt myself too in a mirthful mood, wnthout exactly 
knowing wliy. 

When these tnmsporls had a little subsided, Desfosseux 
desired me to look at the roof of my dungeon and observe if 
there wc.re not five stones whiter than the rest ; and on my 
replying in the affirmative, he desired me to try the divisions 
wdth the point of my knife, which I did, and found the cement 
had been replaced by crumbs of bread, whitened with scraping ; 
and Desfosseux told me, that the prisoner who had been there 
before me, had done this to remove the stones and save him- 
self, when he had been taken to another paife of the prison. I 
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thus transferred the knife to Dcsfosseux, who employed himself 
with activity in opening a passage to iny dungeon, when we 
were served similar to iny predecessor. The jailor, having got 
wind of something, changed our dungeons, and placed us all 
three in a dungeon next to the Scarpe, where we were chained 
together : so that the least movement of one of us was com- 
municated to the others, a horrid punishment when prolonged, 
and which ends in a total deprivation of sloop. At the end of 
two days Pesfossciix, seeing us dejected, resolved on using a 
means which he only resorted to on desperate occasions, and 
tvhich lie reserved as the ])roparatory steps towards escape. 

Like many of the galley-slaves he carricul secretly about 
him a case full of files, with wliich he set to work, and in less 
than three hours our fetters fell off; we cast tliem through tlie 
grating into the river. The jailor coming to visit us the mo- 
ment after to see if we were quiet, almost fell backwards at 
ifiriding us freed from our irons, and asked us w h;it we had done 
with them : to which we only replied with jokes, 'fhe in- 
fipector of the prison arriving, together with an attendant 
hailiflT named Hurtrel, we were compelled to undergo a fresh 
examination : and Dcsfosseux, who was much irritated, said, 
“You ask for our fetters? • AVell, the worms have eaten tliein, 
and will eat as many as you may load us with.” — Tiie inspector 
then suspecting that we had tlm famvms herb whicli cuts iron, 
which no botanist had ever yet discovered, ordered us to strip 
and be examined from head to foot, and then again loaded ns 
witli irons, which were again cutoff the following night ; for 
the precious case was not discovered. This tinm we reserved 
to ourselves tlie pleasure of thn)wing them on the ground in 
the presence of the inspector and Ilurtrel the haiiiif, who did 
not know what to think of it. 'f ho report s])read through the 
city that there W'as in the prison a conjuror who took fetters 
off by only touching them. To cut short all these accoimts, 
aud particularly to avoid drawing the attention of the other 
prisoners to means of getting rid of their chains, the public 
accuser gave an order to shut us up and watch us with particu- 
lar care— a recommendation which did not prevent us from 
quitting Douai sooner than they expected, or than we ourselves^ 
had the least idea of. 

Twice a week we had leave to consult our counsel in the 
gallery, of which one door led to the court of justice, and I 
contrived to get an impression of the lock ; Desfosseux made 
a key, and one fine day, whilst my counsel was engaged with 
Another client, accused of two murders, we all three got out 
without being seen. Two other gates, which opposed us, were 
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broken open in a twinkling, and the prison was soon left behind 
%is. But yet I w'as uneasy : six francs was our whole stock, 
and we could not get far with such a sum ; which I told my 
companions, who looked at each other with a sinister smile: 
and on my repeating my observation, they told me that, on the 
next nigh^, they intended to enter a house in the neighbourhood 
M’ith which they were well acquainted. 

I had no intention of turning housebreaker, any more than 
when 1 was amongst the Bohemiens. I had profited by the 
experience of Desfosseux in escaping, hut never contemplated 
uniting myself with such a villain : and yet I was not desirous 
of entering into any explanation. By evening we had reached 
a village on the road to Cambrai ; wc had not eaten since our 
escape from prison, and were sorely pressed hy hunger. It 
was, absolutely necessary to get provisions in the village. The 
half-naked appearance of my companions might give rise to 
suspicion, and it was agreed that I should go for the food. I 
went to a puhlie-Iiouse, where, after having taken some bread 
and brandy, I went out hy a diflerent door from that at which 
I had entered, directing my steps in the opposite direction to 
that in which 1 had left the two men whose company I was so 
greatly desirous of getting rid of. I walked all night, and only 
stopped at break of day to sleep a few hours on a hay-stack. 

Four days afterwards I readied Compeigne, on my w^ay to 
Baris, where 1 trusted to find some means of existence until 
my mother could send me some succour. At Louvres, meet- 
ing a regiment of black hussars, 1 asked the quarter-master if 
I could enter, but ho told me that they did not enlist; and the 
lieutenant, to whom I afterwards applied, gave me the same 
reply, hut louched hy the embarrassment of my situation, he 
agreed to keep me to clean the extra horses wlach lie w’as going 
to procure at Paris. A cap of a police officer and an old cloak 
vvliicli was {^iven to me, enabled me to clear the barrier un- 
questioned, and 1 went to the military school with the detach- 
ment, which 1 afterwards accompanied to the depot at Guise. 
On arriving in this city, I was presented to the colonel, who, 
although susjpccting me to be a deserter, engaged me under 
theiRamo tJf Lannoy, which I assumed without being able to 
Justify by any credentials. Concealed by my new uniform, 
and mingling with tlic rank of a numerous regiment, I thought 
myself secure, and began to think of making my way as a 
soldier, when an unfortunate accident again befcl me. 

On entering the barrack one morning I met a gendarme, 
who liad left Douai for Guise. He h.id so frequently seen me, 
that he knew me at first sight and called to me. We were in 
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the midst of the street, and thoughts of escape were useless, I 
therefore went up to him and boldly feigned to be glad to see 
him. He replied to me, but with an air that seemed to augur 
me no good. Whilst thus together, a hussar of my squadron, 
seeing me with the gendarme, approached and said to me, 
“Well, Lannoy, what are you doing with the round hats?” 
“ Laimoy ! ” said the gendarme with astonishment. “Yes, it 
is a nom de gwerre.” “ Oh, we will sec about that,” said he, 
seizing my collar. I was compelled to follow him to prison, 
and my identity being confirmed, in opposition to my staU'- 
ments at* the regiment, I was by a cursed chance again sent to 
Houai. 

This sentence completely overpowered me, and tlie intelli- 
gence that reached me at Douai W'as not calculated to set me 
at rest. I heard that Groiiard, Herbaux, Stoillet, and Boitel. 
had decided by lot that one of tliem should confess the exi’cii- 
tion of the forgery ; but as this forgery conltl only he the work 
of one person, they determined on accusing me, thus punisliing 
me for w^hat 1 had said of them at my last examination ; and 
.1 learnt besides, that the prisoner who could have corroborated 
my statement was dead. If anything could console me, it 
was that I had escaped irt time from Desfosseux and Doyen ette, 
wdio had been taken four days after our esca])e with their booty 
about them, in a mercer’s shop in Ponte-a-Mareq. I soon 
saw them, and as they were astonished at my abrn})t departure, 
I told them that the arrival of a gendarme at the ])ublic-hoiise 
W'here I w'as purchasing provisions, had com])elled me to lly 
with speed. Again united, we formed new plans of escape, 
which the approach of our trials rendered of great imjmrtanco 
to us. 

One evening a convoy of prisoners arrived, four of whom, 
ironed, were placed with us. They were the brothers Duhesme. 
rich fanners pf Bailleul, wdiere they had enjoyed the best re- 
putation, until an unexpected accident unfolded tlieir real 
characters. These four persons, men of powerful strength, 
were at the licad of a band of Chaufteurs, who had struck ter- 
ror into the vicinity, witliout any person being able to identify 
them. The prattling of a little girl of one of the Duhoimes 
at last exposed the affair. This child, chatting at a neigh- 
bour’s house, said that she had been very much frightened the 
night before. And with what ? ” said the curious neighbour, 
“ Oh, papa c.amc home again with the black men.” “ The 
black men?” “Yes, the men who go out with papa every 
nightj^and come home in the day-time and count out money ; 
my mother lights the candle, and my aunt Genevieve also^ 
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because my uncles are amongst the black men. I asked my 
motlicr one day what it was all about, and she said, ‘ Be discreet 
my child, your father has a black hen who finds him in money, 
blit it is only af night, and that he should not scare it, he 
makes liis face as black as her feathers^ Be silent, for if you 
tell anybody what you have seen, tlie black hen will never 
conic again/ AVc may easily divine that it was not to visit 
llie wiysterioiivS hen that the ])uhesmes l)lnckened their faces 
with smoke. I’he neighbour, who guessed as much, commu- 
nicated her suspicion to her husband, wlio, in his turn, ques- 
tioned the little girl, and convinced that the favourites of the 
lilack hen were (.'liaufFenrs, lie made a deposition, and on 
measures being taken, the baud was apprehended, all disguised, 
as they were about to sully out on an expedition. 

The youngest Diihesmo had, in the sole of his shoe, a knife- 
blade, which )u; liad contrived to conceal on the road from 
Jiaillcul to Douai. Being told that 1 knew the way of the 
;j)rison, he communicated this to me, asking me if it were not 
possible to efieet an csc:'])e wllli its assistance. I was reflect- 
ing about it, when a justice of the peace, attended by gendar- 
UK'S, came to make a f trlct search throughout our room, and 
about oiir persons. iS’o one amongst us knowing the reason 
of this, 1 thought it prudent to hHie in my mouth a small file 
whicdi I had ahvays about me, but one of tlie geiulannes liaving 
w, it idled me, cried, “He is going to swallow it ! ” ‘‘Swallow 
wdiat i ” Everybody looked, and we then learnt that they 
wanted to find the seal which had served to stamp the forged 
order for Boilers liberation. Suspected, as wc have just learnt, 
of liaving got it, I was transferred to the prison of the Town 
Hall, and thrust in a dungeon so chained that my right hand 
wa.s confined to my left leg, and my Icd’t hand to my right leg. 
The dungeon was, inorcovui’, so damp, tliat in twenty minutes 
the straws wliieh they had thrown me w'as as wet as if it had 
been dipped in winter. 

1 remained ciglit days in this frightful state, and when they 
found that it was impossible I could have got rid of the seal 
in the way. suspected, I was ordered to tlie usual prison. On 
learniiig this intelligence, 1 pretended, as is often done under 
such cireumstances, to be exceedingly w'cak and scarcely able 
to bear the light of day. The unwholesome state of the dun- 
geon made this very probable, and the gendarmes fell com- 
pletely into Ibe snare, and carried their complaisance so fiir aa 
to cover my eyes with a handkerchief, and then deposited me 
in a hackney-coach. On the road I look off the handkerchief^ 
and opening the door, with a dexterity never yet surpassed. 
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juiuped out into the street; the gendarmes sought to follow; 
but, impeded by their sabres and jack boots, they had scarcely 
got out of the carriage when I was at a considerable distance, 
i quitted the city instantly, and resolved on embarking, I 
reached Dunkirk with some money wliich my mother had 
transmitted to me, I there made friends with the su})ere'»rgo 
of a Swedish brig, who promised to get me a berth on hoard. 

While waiting for orders to sail, my new friend proj^osed 
that 1 should accompany him to Saint Omor, where; he was 
going to get a large quantity of biscuit. 1 did not fear recog- 
nition in my sailor’s clothes, and agrec<l, as it was impossihh» 
to refuse a man to whom 1 wois under such great ol)]igations. 
I went with him, hut iny turbulent character would not allow 
me to remain quiet in a pot-house row, and T w'as arrested as 
a riotous fellow and taken to the w'atcli-house. Thi‘re .they 
asked for my papers, of whicli I had none, and my answTrs iii- 
iluoing a belief tliat I might he an escaped prisoner, they sent 
me the next day to the central prison of JJouai, without allow- 
ing me to hid adieu to the supercargo, who was doubtlessly 
much surprised at this occurrence. At Douai, they put me 
once more in tlie prison of the Town Hall, w)*ere at lirst the 
jailor evinced much kindness towards me, which did not how”- 
evcT last. At the termination of a quarrel wnlh the turnkeys, 
in wliicli 1 took too active a part, I was thrown into a dark 
cell under the tow’cr. There were live of us, one of whom, a 
deserter soitcnced to d(*nth, was talking of nothing but sviicide, 
until T desired him not to think of that, hut rather dt'vis-e 
aneans of escape from this dismal hole, where the rats, which 
ran about lik^; rabbits in a corn field, eat our bread and bit our 
laces whilst we slept. With a bayonet, stolen from one of the 
soldiers of tiie national guard who did duty at the prison, wn; 
commenced w’orking a hole in the wall, in a diri'ction iii wliich 
we heard a cobbler hammering lus leather. In ten days, and 
as many nights, we penetrated six feet in dtqith and seemed to 
get nearer the cobbler’s hammer. On the eleventh day, in the 
morning, on drawing out a brick, I saw daylight from a win- 
dow wdiich looked into the street, and gave light to a place 
wliere the jailor kept some rabbits. 

This discovery inspired us with fresh courage, and the 
evenin|:|^ visit being concluded, w'c took from the hole all the 
loosened bricks, of which there were two courses, and placed 
them behind the dungeon door, wdiich opened inwards, so as 
to barricade it, and then set to work with so much industry, 
-that daylight surprised us, when the hole, six feel large at the 
♦opening, was only two feet at the end. The jailor came with 
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our allowances, and finding some resistance, opened the 
wicket, and saw the high pile of bricks, to his great astonish* 
^ inent. He desired us to open the door, and on our refusal 
the guard came, tlien the commissary of the prison, then the 
public accuser, then the municipal officers clothed with the 
tri-coloured scarves. AVe held a parley, and during this time 
one of us continued working at the hole, which the darkness 
did not disclose. Wc might perlmps escape before the door 
was forced, when an unexpected event deprived us of our last 
hope. 

TIic jailor’s wife, in going to feed tlie rabhiis, had observed 
rubbish scattered on the door. In a prison, nothing is in- 
diilcreiit, and slu) carefully exanuned the wall, and although 
the bricks liad hecn so replaced as to conceal the hole, she 
yet saw tJiat tliey had been separated ; and on calling for tlie 
guard, with a blow from *the hut-end of a musket, our bricks 
were knocked out and we wore discovered. Orx both sides 
tliey called to us to clear the door-way, or they would fire on 
us. Entrenclied hehiud the materials, wo answered that the 
first wljo entered should be knocked on the head wuth bricks 
and irons. So much determination alarmed the authorities, 
and tliey left us for a few hours to calm ourselves. At noon, 
a municipal officer appeared at tlic wicket, which as well as 
the hole had been sedulously guarded, and offered us an 
amnesty, which we accepted : hut scarcely had we removed 
our chev(mx-de-frm\ when they attacked us with the hut-end 
of muskets, flat sides of sabres, and hunches of keys, even the 
jailor’s mastiff joined the party; he jumped at me and bit me 
most severely all over. They tlicn led us into the court yard, 
w here a hod>’ of fifteen men held us, lying on our faces, whilst 
they rivetted our fetters. This job done, they cast me into a 
dungeon yet more horrible than that I liad left, and it was 
not till (he next day that the surgeon Dutilleul, (now^ keeper 
at the hospital of St. Maud(?) came to dress the bites and 
bruises wdiicli covered me. 

1 had scarcely recovered from this when the day of trial 
came, which my repeated escapes, and those of Groiiard, who 
lied just as 1 was retaken, had deferred for eight months. 
The trial began, and I saw that I was lost ; my companions 
accused me with an animosity, explained by my retarded con- 
fessions, which were useless to myself, and had not at all in- 

i 'ured them. Hoitcl declared that 1 had asked him how much 
le would give to get out of prison. Herhaux confessed that 
he had forged the order, but not added the signatures, and 
•aid besides that I had persuaded him to forge it, and thea 
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taken it from him without his thinkinj^ it of the least im- 
portance. The jury thought that nothing indicated tliat I 
iiad materially aided the crime ; all the charge against me 
was confined to allegations, without proof, that I had fur- 
nished the seal. However, Boitel, who remembered having 
begged for the forged order ; Stofhet, who had brought it to 
the jailor; Grouard, who had at least assisted at the whole 
operation, were acquitted ; whilst Herbaux and 1 were con- 
demned to eight years’ imprisonment. This was the termi- 
nation of the sentence, although many false reports were 
circulated through the malevolence and stupidity of enemies. 
Some say that 1 was sentenced to death for numerous mur- 
ders ; others state that I had long been chief of a band which 
robbed the diligences ; the most moderate state that I was 
condemned to perpetual labour at the galleys for robbery and 
housebreaking ; and it has been asserted that 1 (at a later 
period) incited wretches to crime tluit I might show my 
vigilance in pouncing upon them; as if there were not a 
sufRcient number of the really guilty. Certainly false com- 
rades, as are everywhere to be found, even among robbers, 
sometimes instructed me in the plans of their accomplices ; 
certainly to confirm the intent whilst we prevented the crime, 
it was sometimes necessary to allow of a partial commission 
of the deed, for experienced rogues are never cauglit but in 
the very act : and I ask, is there anything in this which has 
the appearance of jfn inducement to do ill ? This imputa- 
tion emanated from the police, amongst whom I have some 
enemies ; but the imputation fails before the puAdicity of 
judicial facts, which would not have failed in revealing the 
infamies with wliich I am charged ; and it also fails before 
the operations of the brigade of safety, which 1 directed. It 
is not wdien proof is given that we have recourse to deception, 
and the confidence of the clever men who have preceded M. 
Delavaii, in the office of chief magistrate, will acquit me of 
such wretched expedients. “ lie is a lucky fellow, **’ said, one 
day, the police officers who had failed in an enterprise in 
which I succeeded, to M. Angles. “ Well,” said he, turning 
his hack on them, “ do you be lucky fellows too.” 

Parricide is the only crime of wliich I have not been 
charged, and yet I declare that I never was sentenced to, 
nor underwent, but the sentence which 1 have just mentioned. 
My pardon will prove this ; and when I assert that I never 
aided in this x||>iserable forgery, I should be believed, for it was 
at last but a prison joke, which, if proved, would at present 
only subject the offender to a sentence of corporeal punish* 
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ment. But it was not the suspected accomplice in a foolish 
forgery that was to be punished ; it was the disorderly, re- 
bellious, and impudent prisoner, the chief of so many plans 
of escape, of whom an example must be made and I was 
gacrificcd. 



CHAPTER VII. 


Worn out by the bad treatment of every species which I 
experienced in the prison of Douai, tormented by a watch- 
fulness redoubled after my sentence, I took care not to 
make an appeal, which would keep me there some months. 
What confirmed me in my resolution was, the information 
that the prisoners were to be sent forthwith to the Bicetre, 
and there, making one chain, to be sent on to the Bagiie at 
Brest. It is unnecessary to say, that I relied on escaping on 
our route. As to the appeal, J was told that 1 could present 
a petition for pardon from the Bagnc, which would have the 
same effect. We remained, however, some months at Douai, 
which made me regret bitterly that 1 had not made iny peti- 
tion for annulling the sentence. 

At length the order of removal arrived, and, wliat would 
scarcely he credited from men doomed to the galleys, it was 
hailed with enthusiasm — so much were we tired of tlie tor- 
ments of Marin, the jailor. Our new situation was not, liow- 
ever, much more satisfactory ; the ofi»c('r, Ilurtrel, who 
accompanied us, I know not why, had ordered irons of a new 
construction, which fastened to each of our legs a hall of 
fifteen pounds weight, whilst we were secured two and two hy 
a massive wrist-culf of iron. Besides, the vigilance was ex- 
treme, and it was impossible to think of doing anything by 
address. An attack hy main force could alone save us, and I 
proposed it to fourteen of my companions, who agreed on it, 
and it was settled that the project should be put in execution 
on our way through the forest of Compeigne. Besfosseux 
was of the party, and by means of fine saws which he had 
always securely secreted about him, our fetters were cut in 
three days; ^ plaster of a particular sort of gum prevented 
our keepers from perceiving the trace of tlie instruments. 

On reaching the forest and gaining the appointed spot, 
the signal was given, the fetters fell from us, and we leaped 
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from the carriages which enclosed us to try and gain the 
thicket ; but the five gendarmes and the eight dragoons who 
escorted us charged sword in hand. We entrenched ourselves 
behind tlie trees, armed with the atones which are piled up to 
mend the roads, and vritli some weapons we had got hold of 
at the first moment of confusion. The soldiers hesitated for 
an instant, but, well armed and well niounted, they soon made 
up their minds, and at the first charge two of our party fell 
dead, five more terribly wounded, and the others falling on 
tlunr knees cried for mercy. Surrender was now imperative ; 
and Desfosseiix, myself, and some others who had escaped, 
got into the carriage, when Ilurtrel, who had kept at a very 
respectful distance from the afiray, came up to a poor wretch, 
who certainly did not hurry himself very much, and thrust 
his sahre through him. JSiicli baseness enraged us ; the 
prisoners who had not yet ascended the carriages took up 
stones, and hut for the aid of the dragoons, Hnrtrel would 
have been knocked on the head. The soldiers bid us desist 
before we brought down destruction on ourselves : and the 
thing was so evident, tliat we were compelled to lay dow'n our 
arms, that is the stones. This circumstance, however, put a 
If^nnination to the annoyances of Hiirtrel, who never ap- 
proached us but with fear and trembling. 

At Scnlis we were placed in the temporary prison, one of 
the most liorriblc 1 ever tenanted. The jailor exercising the 
office of street-keep(’r, the prison was guarded by his wife : 
and wdiat a creature was she ! As wo had made ourselves no- 
torious, she tlirust us into the most secret dungeons, con- 
vincing lierself by previous personal examination that we had 
nothing about us that could aid escape. We were however 
trying the w'alls, when we heard her roar out, “ Rascals, I am 
coming to you wdth my bastinado ; I will teach you how to 
play music.” AVe took her at her word, and all desisted. 
The next day we reached Paris, and were lodged in the outer 
boulevards, and at four in the afternoon we got in sight of 
Bicetre. 

On reaching the end of the avenue which looks on the road 
to Fontaine])leau, the carriages turned to the right, and 
entered an iron gate, above which I read mechanically this 
inscription — “ Hospice de la vieillesso,” (Hospital for the 
aged). In the fore court many old men were walking, clothed 
in grey garments. They were paupers; and stared at us with 
that stupid curiosity which results from a monotonous and 
purely animal existence; for it often happens that a person 
^admitted into an hospital, having no longer his own subsiiU 
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cnca to provide for, renounces the exercise of lus narrow 
faculties, and ends by falling into a state of perfect idiotcy. 
On reaching the second court, in which was the chapel, I 
remarked thalt the majority of my companions hid their faces 
with their hands or pocket-handkerchiefs. It may be sup- 
posed that they experienced some feeling of shame. No ; 
they were only thinking of allowing their faces to be seen as 
little as possible, so that if opportunity presented they might 
the more easily escape. 

“ Here we are,” said Desfosseux to me ! ‘‘ j ou see that 
square building — that is tlie prison,” Wc alighted at an iron 
door, guarded inside by a sentry. Having entered the office, 
wc were only registered, our description being deferred until 
the next day. 1 perceived, however, that the jailor looked at 
us, Hesfosseux and me, with a sort of curiosity, and I thence 
concluded Uiat wc had been recommended by the officer 
Ilurtrel, who had preceded us a quarter of an hour from the 
time of the business of the forest of Compeigne. Having 
openotl many low doors, guarded with iron plates, and the 
liird-cagc Wicket, ^ve were introduced to a large square yard, 
where about sixty prisoners were playing at fivt^s, and shout- 
ing so loudly as to sound all over the place. At our appear- 
ance their game ceased, and surrounding us, they examined 
with much surprise the irons which loaded us. It was, besides, 
to enter Bicetre in the most favourable manner to be decked 
with such caparisons, for they estimated the desserts of the 
prisoner, that is to s: y, his boldness and tfilent for escape, by 
the precautions taken to secure him. L)esfosseux, who found 
himself amongst friends, had no difficulty in introducing us 
as the most distinguished personages of the north ; he did 
more, he particularly expatiated on my merits, and I was 
accordingly surrounded and made much of by all the worthies 
of the prison: Beaumont, Guillaume, Maugor, Jossat, Mal- 
taise, Conm, Blondy, Troafiat, and llichard, one of the parties 
concerned in tlie murder of a Lyons courier, never left me. 
As soon as my fetters were taken off, they took me to a 
drinking^ shop, w here for two hours 1 did justice to a thousand 
invitations, when a tall man with a police-officer^s cap, who 
they told me was the room inspector, took us to a large place 
called Le Fort Mahon, when wc were clothed in the prison 
garb, consisting of a frock half grey and half black. The 
inspector tC;'# me I should be brigadier, that is, that I should 
preside at the giving out of the provisions amongst my table- 
companions, and I had, in consequence, a good bed, whUst 
«tliers slept on camp couchca. In four days 1 was known to 
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all the prisoners ; but although they had the highest opinion 
of my courage, Beaumont, wishing to try me, picked a quarrel 
with me ; we fought, and as he was an expert boxer, I was 
completcJy conquered. I, however, had my revenge in a 
room, where Beaumont, unable to display the resources of 
his art, had the worst of it. My first defeat, however, gave 
me a desire to be instructed in the mysteries of this art, and 
the celebrated Jean Goupel, tl\p Saint George of boxing, who 
was at the Bic(Hre with us, soon counted me amongst those 
of his pupils wlio were destined to do him the most honour. 

The prison of the Bic^tre is a neat quadrangular building, 
enclosing many other structures and many courts, which have 
each a difFerent name ; there is the grand cour (great court) 
where the pi’isouers walk ; the cour de cuisine (or kitchen 
court) ; the cour dcs chiens (or dog’s court) ; the cour de 
correction (or court of punishment) ; and the cour des fers 
(or iron court). In this last is a new building five stories 
liigh ; eacli story contains forty cells, capable of holding four 
jjrisouors. On the platform, which supplies the place of a 
roof, was night and day a dog named Dragbn, who passed in 
the prison for the most watchful and incorruptible of its kind; 
but so)rjc prisoners managed at a subscfiiient period to corrupt 
him through the medium t»f a roasted l(*g of mutton, which 
he had the culpable weakness to accept ; so true is it, that 
there are no seductions more potent than those of gluttony, 
since they operate indificrenlly on all organized beings. To 
ambition, to gaming, and to gallantry, there are bounds fixed 
by nature; but gluttony knows nothing of age, and if the 
appetite sometimes o])])oscs its inert power, we are quits with 
it hy a good fit of indigestion. However, the Amphytrions 
escaped while Dragon was swallowing the mutton ; he was 
beaten and taken into the cour des chiens, where, chained up 
and deprived of the free air which he had breathed on the 
platform, he was inconsolable for his fault, and perished 
piecemeal, a victim of remorse at his weakness in yielding to 
a moment of gluttony and error, 

Hear the erection I speak of is the old building, nearly 
arranged in the same way, and under which were dungeons of 
safety, in W'hich were enclosed the troublesome and con- 
demned prisoners. It was in one of these dungeons that for 
forty-three years lived the accomplice of Cartouche, who he* 
trayed him to procure this commutation I To obtain a 
moment’s sunshine, he frequently counterfeited death so well 
that, when he ha i actually breathed his last sigh, two days 
passed before they took off his iron collar. A third part of 
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the building, palled La Force, comprised various rooms, in 
which the prisoners were placed wlio arrived from the pro- 
vinces, and were destined, like ourselves, to the chain. 

At this period, the prison of Bic^tre, which is only strong 
from the strict guard kept up there, could contain twelve 
hundred prisoners ; but they were piled on each other, and 
the conduct of the jailors in no way assuaged the inconve- 
nience of the place : a sullen air, a rough tone, and brutal 
manners, were exercised towards the prisoners, and they were 
In no way to be softened, but through the medium of a bottle 
of wine, or a pecuniary bribe. Besides, they never attempted 
to repress any excess or any crime, and provided that no one 
sought to escape, they might do whatover they pleased in the 
prison, witliout being restrained or prevented. Whilst men 
condemned for those attempts which modesty shrinks from 
naming, openly practised their detestable libertinism, and 
robbers exercised their industry inside the prison, without 
any person attempting to check the crime or prevent the 
bestiality. 

Jf any mar. arrived from the country well clad, who, con- 
demned for a first offence, was not as 3^et initiated into the 
customs and usages of prisons, in a twinkling he was stripped 
of his clothes, which were sold in his presence to the highest 
bidder. If he had jewels or monc}-% they were alike confis- 
cated to the profit of the society, and if he were too long in 
taking out his ear-rings, they snatched tlrnn out without the 
sufferer daring to complain, lie was previously warned, that 
if he spoke of it, they vmuld hang him in the night to the bars 
of his cell, and afterwards say that he had committed suicide. 
If a prisoner, o\U of precaution, when going to slec]), placed 
bis clothes under his head, they waited until he was in his 
first sleep, and then they tied to liis foot a stone, which they 
balanced at the side of his bed ; at the least motion the stone 
fell, and, aroused by the noise, the sleeper jumped up, and 
before lie could discover what had occurred, his packet, hoisted 
by a cord, WTiit through the iron bars to the floor above. I 
bave seen, in the depth of winter, these poor devils, having 
been deprived of their property in this way, remain in the 
court in their shirts until some one threw them some rags to 
cover their nakedness. As long as they remained at Bic^tre, 
by burying themselves, as we -may say, in their straw, they 
could defy the rigour of the weather; but at the depar- 
ture of the cha’A, when they had no other covering than the 
frock and troufcbrs made of packing-cloth, they often sank 
exhausted and frozen before they reached the first resting-plaot 
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It necessary, by facts of this nature, to explain the rapi# 
depravity of men whom it was easy to excite to honest feel* 
ings ; but who, unable to escape the height of misery but by 
excess of wickedness, sought Ui alleviation of their lot in the 
real or apparent exaggeration of all species of crime. In. 
society, we dread infamy ; in the society of prisoners, tliere i« 
no shame hut in not being sufficiently infamous. The con- 
demned prisoners are a distinct people ; whoever is cast 
amongst tliem must expect to be treated as an enemy as long 
as he will not speak their language, and will not identify him- 
self with their way of thinking. 

The abus(*s I have mentioned are not the only ones *, there 
are others even more terrible. If a prisoner were marked out 
as a false brother or as a sneak, he was pitilessly knocked on 
tlic head, wltliput any jailor interfering to prevent it. Afatters 
came to .such a pitch, that it was necessary to assign a par- 
ticular division to those individuals, who, giving an account of 
their own doings, had made any mention of their comrades 
which they thought could ip any way compromise tht‘in. On 
the other liand the impudence of the robbers, and the immorali- 
ties of their keepers, W'cre carried to such an extent, that they 
prepared openly in tlie prison tricks of swindling and thelt, 
which were to be perpetrated on quitting the walls of the 
prison. I will mention only one of these plans, which wiU 
suffice to evince the measure of credulity of the dupes and the 
audacity of the plotters. Tliese latter obtained the address of 
certain rich persons living in the province, which was easy 
from the number of y>risoiicrs who were constantly arriving. 
They then wu'Ote letters to them, called, in the slang Icinguage, 
“ letters of JcTUSalcn),’* and which contained in substance 
what follows. It is useless to observe that the names of 
places and persons change according to circumstances. 

‘‘Sir, — You will doubtlessly he astonished at receiving » 
letter from a person unknown to you, who is about to ask a 
favour from you ; hut froffi the sad condition in which I am 
placed, I am lost if some honourable person will not lend me 
succour : that is the reason of ray addressing you, of whom 1 
have heard so much that I cannot for a moment hesitate to 
confide all my affairs to your kindness. As valet- de-chambre 

to the marquis de 1 emigrated with my master, and that 

we might avoid suspicion we travelled on foot and I carried 
the luggage, consisting of a casket containing 16,000 francs 
in gold and the diamojids of the late inarchioiftss. We were 

on the point of joining the army at , when we were 

marked out axid pursued by a detachment of volunteer*. The 
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marquis, seeing how closely we were pressed, desired me to 
throw the casket into a deep ditch near us, so that it might 
not implicate us in case we were apprehended. I relied on 
recovering it the following night ; but the country people, 
aroused by the tocsin which the commandant of the detach- 
ment ordered to he rung, began to beat the wood in which 
we were concealed with so much vigour, that it was necessary 
to think only of escape. On reaching a foreign province, the 

marquis received some advances from the prince of ; 

but tnese resources soon failing, he resolved on sending me 
back for the casket thrown into the ditcli. I was the more 
certain of finding it, as on the day after I had thrown it from 
me, we bad made a written memorandum of the localities, in 
case we should be for any length of time without being able 
to return for it. I set out, and entering France, reached the 

village of without accident, near the spot where we 

had been pursued. You must know the village perfectly, as it 
is not three-quarters of a league from your residence. I pre- 
pared to fulfil iny mission, when the landlord of the auherge 
vdiere I had lodged, a bitter Jacobin and collector of national 
property, remarking my embarrassment when he proposed to 
drink to the health of the republic, had me apprehendei as a 
suspected person : and as I had no passport, and unfortunately 
resembled an individual pursued for stopping the diligences, I 
was taken from prison to prison to be confronted with my 
protended accomplices, until on reaching Bicetre I was 
obliged to go to the infirmary, where I have been for two 
months. 

In this cruel situation, having heard mention of you by a 
relation of 'my master’s, who had property in your district, I 
beg to know if I cannot, through your aid, o!)tain the casket 
in question, and get a portion of the money which it contains. 
I could then supply my immediate necessities ajid pay my 
counsel, who dictates this, and assures me that by some pre- 
sents I could extricate myself from this aflair. 

Receive, sir, 

(Signed) “ N 

Out of one nundred such letters, twenty were always 
answered : and astonishment will coase when we consider that 
they were only addressed to men known hy their attachment to 
Hic old order qj things, and that nothing reasons less than the 
spirit of party. , Jt testified besides to the person addressed, 
that unlimited confidence which never fails to produce its 
effect on self-love or interest* The person answered that he 
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would agree to undertake to get the casket from its plaee of 
concealment. Another letter from the pretended valet-de* 
chambre, stating, that being entirely stripped, he had agreed 
with the keeper of the infirmary for a very small sum to sell 
the trunk, in which was, in the false bottom, the plan already 
alluded to. Then the money arrived, and? they received sums 
sometimes amounting to twelve or fifteen hundred francs. 
Some individuals, thinking to give a profound proof of saga- 
city, came even from the remotest parts of their province to 
Bicctre, where they received the destined plan which was to 
conduct them to this mysterious forest, which, like the fantas- 
tic forests of the romances of chivalry, fled eternally before 
them. The Parisians ^themselves sometimes -fell into the 
snare ; and some persons may still remember the adventure 
of tlie clothseller of the Rue des Prouvaires, who was caught 
undermining an arch of the Pont Neuf, where he expected to 
find the diamonds of the duchess de Bouillon. 

We may imagine that such manoeuvres could not he effected 
but by the cmisent and with the participation of the keepers, 
since they received the correspondence of the treasure- seelicrs. 
But the jailor thought, that independently, of the direct 
benefit he thence drew fiom it, by the increase of the money 
spent by the prisoners in viands and spirits, tliey being thus 
occupied would not think of escaping. On the same* principle 
he tolerated the making varieties of things in straw, wood, and 
bone, and even false pieces of two sous, with which Paris was 
at one time inundated. There were also other crafts exercised ; 
but these were done clandestinely : tliry made privately false 
passjxirts with the pen, so well done as to pass currently ; saws 
for cutting iron, and false hair, whiclr were of great service in 
escaping from the Bagne — the galley-slaves being particularly 
recognisable by their shorn heads. These various articles 
were concealed in tin cases, which could be hid in the in- 
testines. 

As for me, always occupied with the idea of escaping from 
the Bagno and reaching a sea -port hence I could embark, I 
was night and day plotting the means of getting away from 
Bicctre. I at length imagined that by breaking througli the 
quadrangle of Fort-M.ahon and reaching the water-courses 
made under it, we might by means of a short mine, get into 
the court of the idiots I have before alluded to, whence there 
would be no difficulty in reaching the outside. This project 
was executed in ten days and as many nights. During the 
whole time the prisoners, of whom we had any distrust, were 
always accompauAed by a trusty man ; but we were obliged ta 
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wait until the moon should be on the wane. At length, oi» 
the 3rd of October, 1797. at two o’clock in the morning, wo 
descended the water- course, thirt 5 <'three in number, provided 
widi dark lanterns, and we soon opened the subterranean pas- 
sage and reached the court of the idiots. We wanted a ladder* 
or something instead of it, to climb the walls ; and at last got 
hold of a long pole, and we were going to draw lots to decide 
who should first climb up, when a noise of chains suddenly 
broke the silence of night. 

A dog came out from a kennel placed in an angle of the 
court; we stood motionless and held our breath, for it was an 
important moment. After having stretched himself out and 
yawned, as if he had only wanted to change place, the animal 
put one foot into his kennel as if about to return, and we then 
thought ourselves saved. Suddenly he turned his head to the 
place in. which we were huddled together, and fixed on us two 
eyes which looked like burning coals. A low growling was 
then followed with barkings which sounded all over the })iace. 
Desfosseux wished to try and cut his throat, hut he was of a 
size to render the issue of a contest doubtful. It appeared 
best to us to lie down in a large open space, which served 
as a walking ground for the idiots ; hut the dog still kept up 
the correert, and, his colleagues having joined him, the din 
became so excessive that the inspector Giroux, fancying some- 
thing particular was passing amongst his lodgers, and knowing 
his customers, began his round by I'ort-Mahori, ami almost 
fell backwards at finding no one. At his cries the jailor, 
turnkeys, and guard, all assembled. They soon discovered 
the road we had taken, and taking the same to get into the 
court of the idiots, they K>oseiied the dog, wlio ran straight at 
us. The guards then entered the place where we were with 
fixgd bayonets, as if about to carry a redoubt. They put 
handcuffs on us, the usual prelude of any important matter to 
be done in a prison ; and we then returned, not to Fort- 
Mahon, but to the Dungeon, without, however, experiencing 
any bad treatment. 

This attempt, the boldest of which the pris'^n had for a long 
time been the theatre, threw the keepers into so much confu- 
sion, that it was two days before they perceived tliat one of the 
prisoners of Fort-Mahon was missing: it was Desfosseux* 
Knowing all his address I thought him at a distance, when, on 
the morning of the third day, 1 saw him enter mj^ dungeon, 
pale, exhausted, and bleeding. When the door was closed on 
oim he told me n’/his adventure. 

At the moment when the guard had seized us, he had squal- 
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ted down in a sort of tub, probably used for baths, and hearing 
ho noise, he had left his retreat : and the pole had aided him 
in climbing several walls : but yet he always got back to the 
idiots’ court. Day was just breaking, and he heard footsteps^ 
going and coming in the buildings, for they are nowhere ear- 
lier than in hospitals. It was necessary to avoid the gaae of 
the turnkey, who would soon be in the courts : the wicket of a, 
room was half open — he glided in, and was about with much 
precaution to roll himself in a large heap of straw ; but 
was his astonishment to see it occupied by a man naked, his 
hair dishevelled, beard long, and eye haggard and bloodshot. 
The madman, for such he was, looked at Desfosseux with a 
fierce air, then made him a quick sign : and as he stood still, 
darted at him as if to attack Him. A few caresses seemed to 
appease liirn ; he took Desibssenx by tine hand and made him 
sit down beside him, heajnng all the straw round him in the 
manner and with the gestures of a monkey. At eight o’clock 
a morsel of black l-read fell in at the door, which he took up, 
looked at, threw into a lieap of dirt, and then picked it up and 
began to cat During the day more bread was brought; but 
as the madman was asleep, Desfosseux seized and devoured 
it, at the risk of being iiimself devoured by bis terrible com- 
panion, who might have been enraged at* the abstraction of 
his pittance. At twilight the madman awoke, and talked lor 
some time with ineonecivable volubility ; night came on and 
his excitement scnsii)Iy increased, and he began to leap about 
and make hideous contortions, sliaking his chains with a kind 
of pleasure. 

In ill is appalling situation Desfosseux waited with impa- 
tience until the madman fell asleep, to go out at the wicket. 
About midniglit, hearing him move no longer, he advanced 
first one leg and then the other, when he was seized by the 
madman wkh a pow(*rful grasp, who threw him on the straw 
and placed himself belbie the wdcki t, where he remained till 
daylight motionless as a statue. The next night another at- 
tempt, and another obstacle. Desfosseux, wlio grew distracted, 
employed Jiis strength, and a tremendous struggle ensued : 
Desfosseux, being struck by his chains, and covered with bites 
and blows, was compelled to call for the keepers. They mis- 
taking him at first for one of the madmen who had got loose, 
were also about to jmt him in a cell ; but he managed to make 
himself known, and at length obtained the favour of being 
brought back to us. 

We remained eight days in the dungeon, after which I waa 
put in the Chausst'e, where I found a party of prisoner! wW 
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had received me so well on my arrival. They were making 
good cheer and denied themselves nothing j for, independently 
of the money procured by the “letters of Jerusalem,” they 
had got a supply from some females whom they knew, and 
who constantly visited them. Having become, as at Douai, 
the object of special vigilance, I still sought to escape : 
when at length the day arrived for the departure of the chain. 



91 


CHAPTER VIIL 


It was the 20th of November, 1797 : all the morning we 
remarked a more than usual commotion in the prison. The 
prisoners had not left their cells, and the gates were every 
moment opened and shut with much noise : the jailors 
went to and fro with a busy air, and they were knocking off 
irons in the great court, of which the sound reached our ears. 
About eleven o’clock two men, clothed in blue uniforms, 
entered Fort* Mahon, where for eight days I had been replaced 
with the companions of my essay to escape : it was the captain 
of the chain and Ins lieutenant ** Well,” said the captain, 
smiling in a kind of familiar way, ‘‘have we any return 
horses (fugitive galley-slaves) 2” And whilst he spoke all 
pressed about, trying who should testify most respect to him. 
** Good day, M. Viez ; good day, M. Thierry,*' resounded 
on all sides. These salutations were even repeated by the 
prisoners who had never seen either Viez or Thierry, but who, 
assuming an air of acquaintance, hoped to get some favour. 
It was no wonder if Viez was a little giddy with so much ap- 
plause ; but as he w'as accustomed to these homages it did not 
quite turn his brain, and he knew very well what he was about. 
He perceived Desfosseux. “ Ah I ah ! ” said he, “ here is a 
darby cutter (one skilled in cutting off his chains), who has 
travelled before with us. I heard that you had a narrow escape 
of being a head shorter (guillotined at Douai), my boy. You 
escaped well, by Jove ; for look you, it is better to go back to 
the meadow (Bagne) tlian let the executioner play at pitch and 
toss with your knowledge-box (head). Besides, my lads, let 
the world be quiet, and we shall get beef and celery.” The 
captain had only begun his inspection and continued it, ad- 
dressing similar jokes to all his “ merchandise,” for by that 
name he called the condemned prisoners. 

The critical moment arrived, and we went into the Cours des 
Ft rs, ^v'here the house-surgeon came to us to examine if we 
weie all in a state to bear the fatigues of a journey. We were 
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all pronounced adequate, altLough some were in amostwoftil 
plight. Each prisoner then puts off the prison livery and 
assumes his own clothes ; those who have none have a frock 
and trousers of packing-cloth, insufficient to protect them 
from the cold and damp. Hats and clothes, if at all decent, 
belonging to the prisoners, are torn in a particular way to pre- 
vent escape ; they take, for instance, the border off the hat and 
the collar from the coat. No prisoner is allowed to retain 
more than six francs ; the overplus is given to the captain, 
who gives it on the route in proportion as it is needed. Tliis 
precaution is easily eluded by placing louis in large sous 
hollowed out. 

These preliminaries adjusted, we went into the great court, 
where were tlie guards of the chain, better known as argousins, 
or gallcy-serjeants, who were for the most part men of Au- 
vergne, w'ater-carriers, messengers, orcoahnen, who carried on 
their trade in the intervals between the journeys. In the 
midst of them was a large wooden chest, containing tlie fetters 
which are used in all similar expeditions, We were made to 
approach two and two, taking care to match us in lieight, hy 
V means of a chain of six feet in length, united to the cordon of 
1 twenty-six prisoners, who could thus only move in a body ; 
each was confined to the chain by a sort of iron Iriatigle, 
called the cravat, which, opening on one side })y a turning 
screw, is closed on the other with a nail firmly rivelted. This 
is thC' most perilous part of tlie operation ; the most turbulent 
and riotous then keep quiet; for at the least movement, 
instead of falling on the anvil, the bUms would break their 
skull, which every siroke of the hammer grazes. Then a pri- 
soner comes with long scissors and cuts off the Jiair and 
whiskers of the prisoners, pretending to leave tliem irregular. 

At five in the evening, the fettering was finished; the ar- 
gousins retired, and the prisoners alone remained. Left to 
themselves, far from despairing, these men gave themselves up 
to all the tumults of riotous gaiety. Some vociferated horrible 
iokes, echoed from all sides with the most disgusting shouts; 
others amused themselves hy provdking the stupid laughter of 
their companions hy beastly gestures. Neither the ears nor 
the modesty were even spared, all that was heard or seen was 
immoral and discordant. It is too true that, once loaded with 
fetters, the condemned thinks himself obliged to trample under 
foot all that is honoured and respected by the society which 
has cast h’^ off; there are for him no longer any restraints, 
but from material obstacles ; his charter is the length of hU 
chain, and he knows no law but the stick to which hLs jailor 
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•ccustoms him. Thrown amidst beings to whom nothing la 
•acred, he takes care how he testifies that steady resignation 
wliich betokens repentance ; for then he would be the butt of 
a thousand jokes, and his keepers, troubled at his serious 
mood, would accuse him of meditating some plot. It is best, 
if he would keep them unsuspicious of his intentions, that he 
should always appear reckless and abandoned. A prisoner 
who sports with his destiny is never an object of mistrust; the 
experience of the greater part of tlie wretched beings who 
have escaped from the Bagne proves this. What is certain is, 
that with us, those who had the greatest interest in escaping 
were the least dejected; they were the leaders. When night 
came on, they began to sing. Imagine fifty scoundrels, tlie 
greater part drunk, all scrceebing different airs. In the midst 
of this din a ** return horse *’ thundered out with the lungs of 
a Stentor, some couplets of “ The Galley Slaveys Com- 
plaint.” 

All our companions were not so happy ; in the third 
cordon, composed of the least disorderly, we heard sobs, saw 
tears flowing ; but these symptoms of grief, or of repentance, 
were hailed by the shouts and threats of the two other cordons, 
where I figured in the first rank as a dangerous fellow, from 
my address and influence. 1 had near me tw^o m6n — one a 
schoolmaster condemned for rape ; and the other an ex-officer 
of liCcilth, sentenced for forging — who, without mirth or melan- 
choly, talked together with a very calm .'ind natural tone 
** We are going to Brest,” said the schoolmaster. 

” Yes,” answered the officer of health, “we are going to 
Brest ; I know the country, 1 passed through it when I was 
sub-aid-de-canip, in the Kith Brigade — a good country, upon 
my word — I shall not he sorry to see it again.” 

“ Is there much amusement ? ** asked the pedagogue, 

“ Amusement I ” said his companion, with an air of asto* 
nishment. 

“Yes, amusement — I ask you, if we can procure any little 
pleasure if we are well treated, — if provisions are cheap.’* 

“ In the first place, you will be taken care of,” replied the 
officer, “and well taken care of; for at the Bagne at Btest 
only two hours are needed to find all the beans in the soup, 
while at Toulon the search would take eight days.’* 

Here the conversation was interrupted by loud cries, pro- 
ceeding from the second division. Thjey were knocking on 
the head three prisoners, the ex-commissary of war Lemi^re, 
the staff-major Simon, and a robber named the Petit Matelot 
(little sailor), who were accused of having betrayed tlteir com- 
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rad^s by informaticwiy or of .haring defeated some plot in prison 
The person, who had pointed them out to the vengeance of the 
.galley^tslaves was a young man, who would have been a good 
. study for a painter or an -actor. With dilapidated green slip- 
pers, a hunting- waistcoat destitute of buttons, and nankeen 
. pantaloons, which seemed to defy the uiclemency of the wea- 
ther ; his head-dress was a helmet without a peak, through the 
holes of which a tattered night* cap was visible. In the Bicd- 
tre, he was only known by the name of ** mademoiselle/’ and 
I leamt.that ho was one of those degraded >vretches, who 
abandon themselves in Paris, to a course of the mo^t disgusting 
debaucheries. The argousins,who ran at the first noise, did not 
give themselves the least trouble to get the Petit Matelot from 
the hands of the galk}*’- slaves, and he died four days after- 
wards of the blows he had received. Leini^re and Simon 
would also have perished but for my interference; I had 
known the former when in the roving army, where he had ren- 
dered me some service. I declared that it was he who had 
supplied me with the tools necessary for undermining the 
ivalls at Port-Mahon, and thenceforward they left him and his 
companion unmolested. 

We passed the night on the stones in a church, then con- 
verted into a magazine. The argousins made regular rounds, 
to assure themselves that no one was engaged in fiddling 
^sawing tlieir fetters). At daybreak we were all on foot; the 
lists were read over, and the fetters examined. At six o’clock 
we were placed in long cars, back to hack, the legs hanging 
down outside, covered with hoar frost and motionless from 
cold. On reaching Si. Cyr we were entirely stripped, to 
undergo a scrutiny which extended to our stockings, shoes, 
iiliirt, mouth, ears, nostrils, &c. &c. It was not only the files 
, in cases which they sought, but also for watch springs, which 
, enable a prisoner to cut bis fetters in less than three hours. 
This examination lasted for upwards of an hour, and it is 
really a miracle that one-half of us had not our noses or feet 
frozen off with cold. At bed-time, wt wxtc licapcd together 
in a cattle stall, wliere we laid so close that the body of one 
served for the pillow of the person who laid nearest to him, 
and if any individual got entangled in his own, or any other 
man’s chain, a heavy cudgel rained down a torrent of blows 
-on the hapless offender. As soon as we bad laid down on a 
few handfuls of straw, which had already been used for the 
litter of the i ^able, a whistle blew to command us to the most 
absolute silence, which was not allowed to be disturbed by the 
least complaint, even when, to relieve the guard placed 



MEMOIRS OR VIDOCQ. 95 

at the extremity of the stable, the argousins actually walked 
orer our bodies. 

The supper consisted of a pretended bean soup, and a few 
morsels of half-mouldy bread. The distribution was made 
from large wooden troughs, containing thirty rations : and the 
cook, armed with a large pot ladle, did not fail to repeat to 
each prisoner, as he served him, One, two, three, four, hold 
out your porringer, you thief ;** the wine was put into the 
same trough from which the soup and meat were served out^ 
. and then an argousin, taking a whistle, hanging to his button- 
hole, blew it thrice ; saying, Attention, robbers, and only 
answer by a yes, or a no. Have you had bread “ Yes/^ 
“ Soup Yes.’* Meat Yes/* ‘‘Wine “Yes.** 
“ Then go to sleep, or pretend to do so.“ 

A table was laid out at the door, at which the captain, lieu- 
tenant, and chief argousins, seated themselves to take a repast 
superior to ours ; for these men, who profited by all occasions 
to extort money from the prisoners, took excellent care of 
themselves, and eat and drank abundantly. At this moment 
the stable offered one of the most hideous spectacles that can 
bo imagined ; on one side were a hundred and twenty men 
herded together like foul beasts, rolling about their haggard 
eyes, whence fiitigue or misery banished sleep ; on the other 
side, eight ill-looking fellows were eating greedily without, 
not for one moment losing sight of their carbines or their 
clubs. A few miserable candles, affixed to the blackened 
walls of the stable, cast a murky glare over this scene of 
horror, the silence of which was only broken by stifled groans, 
or the clank of fetters. Not content with striking us indis- 
criminately, the argousins made their detestable and brutal 
•^tUcisms about the prisoners ; and if a man, fevered with 
thirst, asked for water, they said to him, “ Let him who wants 
water put out his hand.“ Tlie wretch obeyed, mistrusting no- 
thing, and was instantly overwhelmed with blows. Those who 
had any money were necessarily careful ; they were but very 
few, the long residence of the majority in prison having, for 
the most part, exhausted their feeble resources. 

These were not the only abuses which marked the progress 
of the galley chain. To economize to his own profit the ex- 
penses of the journey, the captain generally made one of the 
cordons to go on foot. But this cordon was always that of 
the strongest men, that is, the most turbulent of the con- 
demned. Woe to the females whom they met, or the shop* 
which they came near. The women were assaulted in the 
grossest manner, and the shops stripped in a twinkling, es 1 
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«aw, at Morlaa, at a grocer’s, who did not save even a loaf of 
sugar, or a pound of soap. It may he awsked, what the guards 
were about during the commission ,of this oifence>^ The 
guards were pretending to be very busily preventing it, but 
without opposing any real obstacle to it, knowing that they 
, Wtiuld ultituately profit by the plunder ; since the prisoners 
I must sell their booty through their medium, or exchange willi 
; them for strong liquors, ft was the same with the thefts 
made on the prisoners who were added to the chain in its 
passage ; scarcely were they ironed, when their neighbours 
fiustled them, ahd took from them all the little sums they 
might have. 

Far from preventing or checking these spoliations, tlie 
argousins even suggested them, as I saw them do with an ex- 
gendarme who had sewed up a few louis in his leather breeches. 

Here is some fat T’ said they, and in less than three minutes 
the poor devil was peiinyless. At sucdi limes the party at- 
tacked call out loudly for the argousins, who take good care 
not to approach until the robbery be perfected, and they 
thump, with heavy cudgels, the poor wretch who has been 
plu ‘dered. At Rennes, the bandits I am speaking of carried 
their infamy to such an 'extent, as to despoil a sister of charity, 
who had brought us some tobacco and money, in a stall where 
we were to pass the night The most crying of these abuses 
have disappeared, hut many yet exist, which it will be difficult 
to root out, if wc consider to what sort of men the conducting 
of the chain must be intrusted, and the materials tlicy have to 
work upon. 

Our toilsome journey endured for twenty-four days, and on 
reaching Pont-^k-Lezcn, we were placed in the depot of the 
Hague, when the prisoners perform a kind of quarajitine, until 
they have recovered from their fatigue, and it has been ascer- 
tained whether they have any contagious disease, 6u our 
arrival we were waslied in pairs, in large tubs filled with warm 
water, and on quitting the bath our clothes were allotted to 
us. I received, like the others, a red frock or cassock, two 
pair of trousers, two sail-cloth shirts, two pair of shoes, and a 
green cap ; Cach garment and article was marked with the 
initials GAL, and the cap had besides a tin plate, on which 
was the number of the entry in the register. When they had 
given us our clothing, they ri vetted an iron ring round the 
leg, but did nry couple us. 

The depot bf Pent-Ji-Lexen, being a sort of lazzaretto, 
there was not a very rigorous vigilance kept up. I was even 
laid that it was easy to get out of the rooms and climb tho 
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outside walla/ I learnt this from a man named Blondy» who 
had once escaped this way from the Bagne at Brest, and 
hoping to profit by this information, I made arrangements to 
avail myself of the first opportunity. We sometimes had 
loaves given to us, weighing eighteen pounds each, and on 
quitting Morlaix I had hollowed out one of these and filled k 
with a shirt, a pair of trousers, and some handkerchiefs* {t 
was a new kind of portmanteau, and passed unsuspected. Lieu- ' 
tenant Thierry had not given m6 to a special watch ; on the 
contrary, having learnt the grounds of my condemnation, ha 
had told the commissary, when speaking of me, that with men 
as orderly as I was lie could manage the chain as easily as a 
girls* school. I had then inspired no mistrust, and looked 
about me to execute my project. I, at first, contemplated 
cutting through the wall of the room in which I was placed, 
A steel chisel, left by accident on the foot of rr»y bed by a 
turnkey prisoner, who rivetted the ancle cufik, served me to 
make tlie openiiia, whilst Blondy cut my irons. This com- 
pleted, my CQipraHes made a figure of straw, which they put 
in my to deceive the vigilance of the argousins on 

guard, ana soon, clothed in the garments I had concealed, I 
got into the court-yard of the depot. The w^alJs which en- 
vironed it were at least fifteen feet high, and to climb them I 
found I must get .something like a ladder; a pole served as a 
proxy, but it was so heavy and so long that it was impossible 
for me to drag it over the wall, to aid my descent on the other 
side. After many trials, as vain as they w'cre p.iinful, I waa 
compelled to risk the leap, in which 1 .succeeded so badly, and 
came down with so much violence on my legs, that I could 
scarcely drag myself into a bush that was near. I hoped, that 
when the pain had somewhat abated, I could escape before 
daybreak, but it became more excessive, and my feet swelled 
so prodigiously, that I was compelled to give up all hopes of 
escape 1 dragged myself along, a.s well as I was able, to the 
door of the depot, to return to my cell, tliinking thereby to 
diminish the number of blows which would be assuredly be*» 
stowed upon me. A sister whom I asked for, and to whom I 
told all, had me conveyed into a room where my feet wert 
dressed. This excellent w oman, who compassionated my lot, 
went to the commandant of the depot, and obtained my par- 
don by her solicitations, and at the end of three weeks, being 
completely recovcT(?d, I w’as conveyed to Brest. 

The Bagne is situated in the bosom of the bay; pilojS of 
guns, and two pieces of cannon, mounted at the gates, pointed 
out to me the entrance, into which I was introduced, after 
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Iiaving been examined by the two guards of the cstablishiiKRtt 
5he boldest of the condemned, however hardened, have con- 
fessed that it is impossible to express the emotions of hoiTor 
excited by the first appearance of this abode of wretchedness. 
Each room containing twenty night camp couches, called 
bancs (benches), on which lie six hundred fettered convicts, in 
long rows, with red garbs, heads shorn, eyes haggard, dejected 
countenances, whilst the perpetual clank of fetters conspires 
to fill the sdul with horror. But this impression on the con- 
vict soon passes away, who feeling that here he has no cause 
to blush at the presence of any one, soon identifies himself 
with his situation. That he may not be the butt of the 
gross jests and filthy buffoonery of his fellows, he affects 
to partieijjate in thorn ; he even exceeds them ; and soon in 
tone and gesture this conventional depravity gets hold of his 
heart. Thus, at Anvers, an ex-bishop experienced, at first, 
all the out-pourings of the riotous jokes of his companions ; 
they always addressed him as monscigneur, and asked his 
blessing in all their obscenities ; at every moment they con- 
strained h’m to profane his former character by blasphemous 
words, and, by dint of reiterating these impieties, he contrived 
to slake off their attacks; at a subsequent period he became 
the puidic-house keeper at the Bagne, and was always styled 
monscigneur, hut he was no longer asked for absolution,* for 
he would have answered with the grossest blasphemies. 

The inconveniences and .abuses that existed at the prison of 
Brest when I was conducted thither, were additional induce- 
ments to make iny sojourn as brief as possible. In such a 
situation, the first thing is to assure oncselfof the discretion 
of the comrade with whom we may be coupled. Mine was a 
vinc-cutter from Dijon, about thirty years old, condemned to 
twenty-four years’ labour for forcible burglary ; already half 
an idiot, misery and brutal treatment had coinp^letely stupified 
him. Bowed beneath the .stick, he seemed to have just pre- 
served the instinct of a monkey or a dog, and, tlms .answered 
the whistle of the galley- serjeants. He was of no use to me, 
and I was compelled to look out far a mate who would not 
fear or shrink from the prospective heatings which arc always 
liberally bestowed on convicts suspected of favouring, or even 
conniving at the escape of a prisoner. To get rid of Bour- 
giiignon, I feigned indisposition, .and he w^as yoked to another, 
and when I recovered, I was placed wiih a poor devil sen- 
tenced to eight years’ labour for stealing chickens from a 
•hurch. 

He had not entirely parted ivith his senses, and the first 
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wme ve were alone together, said to me — ** Listen, comrade ; 
I can sec you do not mean to live long at the public expeuM 
— be frank with me, and you will not lose by it,*' I told him 
that I intended to escape at the first opportunity. “ Well," 
said he, 1 advise you to bolt before the beasts of serjeantt 
are quite acquainted with your pbiz ; — but have you any 
cash V* I told him that I bad, and he then informed me that 
he could procure me other habiliments, but that I must bi4y a 
few utensils like one who meant to work out his time quietly. 
These utensils were two wooden bowls, a wine-keg, straps to 
support my fetters, and a small mattress stuffed with oakum. 
It was Thursday, the sixteenth day of my confinement at the 
Bagnc, and on the Saturday evening I obtained sailor’a 
clothes, wdiich I immediately put on iinder my convict*s frock. 
On pa 3 ’mg the seller of them, I saw that he had about his 
wrists round cicatrices of deep burns, and I Icamt, that being 
condemned to the galleys for life in 1776, he had been put to 
the torture at Rennes, without confessing the robbery of which 
he was accused. On the promulgation of the code of 1791, 
his sentence was commuted to twenty-four years’ labour at the 
galleys. 

Tiie next day, my division went out, at the cannon’s signal, 
to wn)rk at the pump, which was alw^aj^s in motion. At the 
wuckot they examined, as usual, our manacled and clothing ; 
knowing this practice, 1 had pasted over my sailor’s garb a 
bladder painted flesh colour. As I purposely left my frock 
and shirt open, none of the guards thought of examining me 
more closely, and I got out unsuspected. Arrived at the 
basin, I retired with my comrade behind a pile of planks, and 
my fetters having been cut the previous evening, soon yielded. 
Having gdt rid of these, I soon threw off my galley- frock and 
trousers, and putting on under my leathern cap a wig which I 
had brought from Bic^tre, and having given my comrade the 
trifling recompence which I had promised him, 1 disappearedji 
cautiously gliding behind the uilcs of timber 
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I PASSED through the wicket without difficulty, and found 
myself in Brest, a place entirely unknown to me ; and the fear 
that my doubt as to what road I should take might induce 
suspicion, increased my uneasiness. At length, after a thou- 
sand ins and outs, turnings and twistings, I reached the only 
gate of the city, where was always stationed an old galley- 
guard, named Lachique, who detected a convict by a look, a 
motion, or a turn ; and what rendered his observations more 
easy is, that whoever passes any time at the Bagne, drags 
habitually and involuntarily that leg to which the fetter has 
been fastened. However, it was necessary to pass this dreaded 
personage, who was smoking very sedately, fixing his hawk’s 
aye on all who went in and came out. I had been warned,^ 
and determining to exercise all my effrontery, on getting up 
to Lachique, I put down a pitcher of buttermilk, which I had 
purchased to render my disguise the more complete, and fill- 
ing my pipe, I asked him for a liglit. He gave it readily, and 
with all the courtesy ha was capable of, and after we had 
blown a few whiffs in each other’s faces, I left him and went 
on my way. 

I went straight forward for three-quarters of an hour, when 
1 heard the cannon shots which were fired to announce the 
escape of a convict, so that the peasantry of the neighhour- 
liood may he informed that there is a reward of one hundred 
francs to be -obtained by the lucky individual who may appre- 
hend the fugitive, I saw many persons armed with guns and 
scythes scour about the country, and beat every bush, and even 
the smallest tufts of heath. Some labifhrers appeared to take 
their army^iHOut with them as a precaution, for I saw several 
quit their work with a gun which they took out of a furrow. 
One of these latter passed near me in a cross road which I had 
taken on hearirg the report of the cannon, but they had no 
suspicion of m^, for I was clad very w^ell, and my hat being 
off by reason of the heat, they saw my hair curled, which 
could not be the case with a convict. 
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I continued striking into all the liy-ways, and aroiding town# 
Bnd detached houses. At twilight I met two women, whom I 
aaked about the road, but they answered me in a dialect which 
1 did not comprehend, but on showing them some money, and 
making signs that I was hungry, they conducted me to a small 
village to a cabaret, kept by the garde-ebamp^tre (patrole), 
whom I saw in the cliimney nook, decorated wUh his insignia 
of ofTice. I w^as for a moment disturbed, but soon recovering 
myself, I said 1 wished to speak to the mayor. “ I am he,” 
said an old countryman with a woollen cap and wooden shoes 
seated at a small table and eating an oaten cake. This was a 
fresh disappointment to me, who relied on escaping in my way 
from the cabaret to the mayor's house. However, I had the 
diJfiieuUy to contend \vith, and surpass in some way or other. 
1 told the wooden- shoed functionary, that having lost myself 
on leaving Morlaix for Brest, 1 had wandered about, and asking 
him at the same time how far it was from this latter city, and 
expressing a desire to sleep there that evening — “ You arc five 
leagues from l^rcsl/’ said he, and it is impossible to reach it 
this evening ; if you will sleep here, I will girve you a bed in 
iny barn, and to-morrow you can start with the garde-cham* 
petre, wlio is going to carry back a fugitive convict whom we 
apju’eliendcd yesterday.’ 

These last words renewed all my terrors, for by the tone in 
wliieli they were uttered, 1 saw that the mayor had not credited 
the whole of my story. 1, how^cver, accepted his obliging 
offer ; but after supper, at the instant we reached the barn, 
putting iny hands in my pockets, J cried out wdth all the 
energy of a man in despair — ” Oh, heavens ! I have left at Mor- 
laix my pocket-book, with my passport and eight double louis. 
1 must return this moment, ycsS, this very moment; hut how 
sliall I find my way ? If the patrole, wdm knows the road, 
would go with me, we should be hack in time in the morning 
to set out early with the galley-slave.” This proposal routed 
all suspicions, for a man who wishes to escape seldom solicits 
the company he would fain avoid; on the other hand the 
gardc-champetre, smelling a reward, had buttoned on his 
gaiters at the first word. We set out accordingly, and at break 
of day reached Mqrlaix. My companion, whom 1 had taken 
tJare toplv well with liquor on the road, was already pretty 
well and I completed him with some rum at the first 

pot-liJP|| we reached in tlm city. He staid there to wait for 
me table, or rather under the table, and he m^ht have 

Wf^'il long enough. 

asked the first person I met to direct me to ancta, and 
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on being toM, I set out, as the Dutch proverb has it, “ with 
my feet shod by fear.” Two days passed without accident, but 
on the third, some leagues from Guemen^, at the turning of 
the road, I met two gendarmes, who were returning from duty. 
The unexpected vision of yellow breeches and laced hats gave 
me uneasiness, and I made an effort to escape, when my two 
gentlemen desired rne to haltj making at the same time a very 
significant gesture with their carbines. They came up to me, 
and having no credentials to show them, I invented a reply on 
the spur of the moment. *‘My name is Duval, born at 
r Orient, deserter from the Cocarde frigate, now in the road- 
stead at St Male.’* It is useless to say, that I had learnt all 
this during my stay at the Bagne, where we had daily accounts 
from all parts. “What!” cried the chief, .“you must be 
Auguste — son of father Duval, who lives at ^Orient, on the 
terrace near the Boule d’Or.” I did not deny this, lor il 
ivould have been worse to have been detected as a fugitive con- 
vict. “ Parbleu ! ” added the brigadier, “ I am sorry you are 
caught, but that cannot now be helped ; I must send you to 
rOriont or to St. Malo.” I begged him not to send me to 
the forjTUT of these towns, not caring to be confronted with my 
new relations, iji case they should desire to confirm the identity 
of my person. However, the (iiiartcr- master gave orders that 
I should be conducted tliither, and the next day 1 reached 
I'Orient, when I was entered in the jailor’s book, at Pontainau, 
the naval prison, near the new Bagne, which was to be peopled 
by convicts brought hither from Brest. . 

Being next day questioned by* the commissary of tlie marine^ 

I again declared tliat I was Auguste Duval ; and that I had 
left my ship without permission, to go and see my parents. I 
was then led back to prison, where I found, amongst other 
sailors, n young man of 1’ Orient, accused of striking a lieute- 
nant Having talked some time with him, he said to me one 
morning, “ My boy, if you will pay for breakfast, I will tell 
you a secret worth knowing.” His mysterious air disturbed 
me, and made me anxious to know all ; and after breakfast he 
said to me, “ Trust to me and then I can extricate you. I do 
not know who you are, but I am sure you are not young Duval, 
for he has been dead these two years at St Pierre, at Marti- 
nique. (I started). Yes, he has been dead these two years, 
but no one k^ows it, so well are our colonial hospitals regu- 
lated. Now 1 can give you such statements about his family, 
that you may pass for him even with his parents, for he lejft 
borne when he was ‘very young. To make quite sure, you caa 
ign a weakness of intellect, produced by^ sea toil and sickatta 
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Besides, before Auguste Duval went to sea, be had a mark 
tattooed on his left arm, as most sailors have; I know it well; 
it was an altar with a garland on it If you will remain a 
fortnight in the cell with me, I will mark you in a similar 
manner, so that all the world could not detect the imposture/* 

My friend appeared frank and open-hearted, and I may 
account for the interest he took in me, by his desire to trick 
justice, a feeling that pervades the minds of all prisoners ; for 
them to deceive it, mislead it, or delay it, is a pleasurable 
vengeance, which they willingly purchase at the expense of a 
few weeks* confinement Here was such an opportunity, and 
tlie means were soon put in action. Under the windows of 
our room was a sentinel, and we began by pelting him with 
pieces of bread ; and as he threatened to tell the jailor of us, 
we dared him to put his menaces into execution. On this, 
when he was relieved, the corporal, who was a meddling fellow, 
went to the ofiice ; and the next moment the jailor came to 
take' us, without even telling us tlic reason of our removal. 
But we soon found it out, on entering a sort of hole in tl>e 
sunken ditch, very damp but tolerably light. Scarcely were 
we shut in, than my comrade commenced operations, in which 
he perfectly succeeded. It consisted only in pricking my arm 
with several needles tied together, and dipped in Indian ink 
and carmine. At the end of twelve days the wounds closed, 
so that it was impossible to tell how long they- had been made. 
My companion also took advantage of this “leisure undis- 
turbed,’* to give me additional details concerning the Duval 
family, whom he had known frbm childhood, and \vas in fact 
related to them, and instructed even in the minutest habitua' 
trick of my Sosih. 

These instructions were of unspeakable advantage to me 
when, on the sixteenth day after our detention in the dungeon 
1 was taken out to be confronted with my father, whom the 
commissary of marine had scut for. My comrade had" so well 
described him, that I could not be mistaken on perceiving 
him. I threw my arras about his neck ; he recognised me ; 
his wife, who came soon after, recognised me ; a female cousin 
and an uncle recognised me; and I was so imdoubtedly 
Ai^guste Duval, that the comnaissary himself was convinced 
of it But this was not sufficient to procure my liberation ; as 
a deserter from the Cocarde, I was to be sent to Saint Malo, 
where she had left several men at the hospital, find then be 
tried before the maritime court To tell the truth I felt no 
alarm at this ; certain that I should find means of escape on 
my journey, I set out at length, bathed vjrith my parents* toars, 
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Knd the richer by several louis, which I added to the stock 
already concealed about me. 

Until we reached Q,uimper, where I w’as to be handed o'ver 
to another guard, no opportunity presented of bidding adieu 
to the company of gendarmes who guarded me, as well as 
many other individuals, robbers, smugglers, or deserters. We 
Were placed in the town jail, and on entering the chamber 
where I was to pass the night, I saw at the foot of the bed a 
red frock, marked on the back gal., initials but too well known 
to me. There, coveted with a tattered quilt, slept a man, 
whom, by his green cap decked with the tin plate numbered, I 
recognised as a galley-slave. Would he know, would he 
betray me ? I was in a spasm of fear, when the individual, 
aiwakened by the noise of bolts and bars, sat up in his bed, and 
r knew him to be a young fellow named Goupy, who went to 
Brest at the same time as myself. He was condemned to 
chains for life, for a forcible burglary in the environs of Berniii 
in Normandy ; his father was a galley- serjeant at Brest, where, 
most probably, he did not come first purely for change of air. 
Not wishing to have him continually before his sight, he liad 
procured an order for his removal to the Pagne at Koclifort, 
and he was then on his road thither, I told him all iny ailairs, 
and he promised secresy, and kept his promise the more 
faithfully, as it would have profited him nothing to betray m<'. 

However, the guard did not stir immediately, end fifteen 
days elapsed after my arrival at Quimper, without any mention 
of departure. This delay gave me the iden of penetrating the 
wall and escaping; but having found the impossibility of suc- 
cess, I managed so as to obtain the confidence of the jailor, 
and got an opportunity of executing my project by inspiring 
jRim with an idea of false security. After having told him that 
I had heard the prisoners plotting something, I pointed out to 
him the place in the prison Where they had been at work. He 
made most minute search, and naturally enough found the 
hole I had made ; and discovery procured for me all his 

kindness. I sometimes found it overi)owering, for the watch 
was kept so regularly that all niy schemes were routed. I 
began to think of going to the hospital, where I hoped to be 
more fortunate in the execution of my projects. To give 
myself a high fever, it was only necessary to swallow tobacco- 
juice for a couple of days, and then the doctors ordered my 
removal. On getting to the house, 1 got in exchange for 
my clothes a g ey cap and cloak, and was then ^ put along 
with the rest. 

It was a part of my plan to remain for some time at the 
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hospital, that 1 might know the ways in and out, but the illness 
caused by the tobacco-juice would only last for three or four 
days, and it was necessary to find son^e recipe which woul/' 
bring on another complaint ; for, knowing »o one in the place 
it was impossible for me to get a supply of tobacco-juice. At 
15ic^trc, 1 had been taught how to produce those wounds and 
wores, by means of which so many beggars excite public pity, 
and get those aims which cannot be worse bestowed. Of all 
these expedients, 1 adopted that which consisted in making 
the head swell like a bushel ; first, because the doctors would 
certainly be mistaken ; and then because it gave no pain, and 
, all traces of it could be removed by the day following. My 
head became suddenly of a prodigious size, and great was the 
talk tiicreof amongst the (factors of the esiablishmerit, who 
not beiiig, as it appeared, blessed with a superabundance of 
skill, knew not what to think of it. 1 believe some of them 
spoke of elephantiasis, or of dropsy in the brain. But, be 
that as it may, their brilliant consultation ended in the pre- 
scription most common in hospitals, of pjiitting me on the 
iiiosi strict regimen. 

AVith money, such orders did not fret me ; but yet I had 
only gold, and ciianging that might awaken suspicion. How- 
ever, 1 determined to try a libcratwl convict, who acted as 
infirmary helper ; and this fellow, who would do anything for 
money, soon procured for me what 1 desired. On my telling 
him that 1 was desirous of getting out into the town for a few 
hours, lie said, that if 1 disguised myself, it would not be diffi- 
cult, as the walls were not very high. It was, he said, the way 
he and his companions got out when they wanted anything. 
We agreed that he should provide me with clothes, and that 
lie should accompany me in my nocturnal excursion, which 
was to be a visit to sup with some girls. But the only clothes 
he could procure for me inside the hospital were much too 
small, and we were compelled to suspend operations for a 
time. 

Just at this time, one of the sisters of charity passed by my 
bed, whom I had already watched in performing very mundane 
duties ; not that sister Franpoise was one of those dandified 
nuns who were ridiculed on the stage, before the young nuns 
were transformed into boarders, and the white handkerchief 
was replaced by the green apron. Sister Franpoise was about 
thirty-four, a brunette, with a deep colour, and her powerful 
charms vcreated more than one unhappy passion, as well 
amojigst the soldiers as the infirmary overseers. On seeing 
tliis seducing creature, who weighed perhaps nearly fifteen 
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the idea occurred to me that I would borrow for a short 
time her cloister garb. 1 spoke of it jestingly to my overseer 
but he took it as if meant seriously, and promised on the eu* 
suing night to get a jMirt of sister tVari poise’s wardrobe* 
About two in the morning, I saw him come with a parcel, 
containing a gown, handkerchief, stockings^ &c. which he had 
carried off from the sister’s cell Avhilst she was at matins. All 
my bed-room companions, nine in number, were soundly asleep, 
but I went out to put on my attire. What gave me the most 
trouble was the head dress. I had no idea of the mode of 
arranging it, and yet the appearance of disorder in these 
garments, always arranged with a scrupulous nicety would have 
infallibly betrayed me. 

At length sister Vidocq finished her toilet, and we crossed 
the courts and gardens, and reached a place where the wall 
could be easily scaled. 1 tlieii gave the overseer fifty francs, 
nearly all my store ; he lent me a hand, and 1 was soon in a 
lonely spot, whence I reached the country, guided by my inde- 
finite directions. iV-Ithough much encumbered with my petti- 
coats, I yet walked so fast as to get on at least two leagues 
before sun-rise. A countryman whom I met going to sell his 
vegetables at Quimper, and wliom I questioned as to m}’- road, 
told me that 1 was jounieying towards Brest. This was not 
the way for me, and I made the fellow comprehend that I 
wished to go towards Rennes, and he pointed out to me a cross 
road leading to the high route to this city, which I immediately 
took, trembling at every moment, lest I sliould meet any of 
the soldiers of the English army, then lying in the villages 
between Nantes and Brest. About ten in the morning, on 
reaching a small hamlet, I inquired if there were any soldiers 
near, evincing much feai, which was real however, lest they 
should examine me, which would have led to a detection. The 
person whom I asked was a sacristan, full of chatter and 
inquisitiveness, who compelled me to enter the curate* s house 
near at head, to take some refreslmient. 

The curate, an elderly man, whose face betrayed that bene- 
volence so rare amongst the ecclesiastics who come into towns 
to blazon forth their pretensions and conceal their immorality, 
received me very kindly. “ My dear sister,” said he, “ I was 
about to celebrate mass ; as soon as that is over, you shall 
breakfast with us.” I was then compelled to go to chifrch, 
and it was no trifling embarrassment for me to make the signs 
and genuflexions prescribed to a nun. Fortunately, the curate’s 
old female servant was at my side, and I got through very well 
by imitating her in every particular. Mass concluded, we sat 
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down to table, and interrogatories commenced. I told tbe 
good people, that I was going to Rennes to perform penance, 
The curate asked nothing more ; but the sacristan pressing 
me rather importunately to know why I was thus punished, I 
told him, “Alas it was for curiosity T* This closed the little 
man’s mouth. My situation %vas, however one of difficulty^ 
1 was afraid to eat, lest I should betray too manly an appetite; 
and again, I more frequently said “M. lecure,” than “my 
dear brother so that my blunders would have betrayed all, 
had T not terminated the breakfast. I found means, however, 
to learn the names of the villages of the district, and, strength- 
ened by the blessings of the cUrate, who promised not to 
forget me in his prayers, I went on my way somewhat more 
accustomed to iny new attire. 

I met few people on my way, the wars of the revolution had 
d('})opulated the wretched country, and 1 traversed the villages 
hi 1st the inhabitants were all in bed. Arriving one night at a 
liaintot, composed of a few houses, I knocked at the door of a 
I'ai’in- house. An old woman came to open it to me, and con- 
ducted me to a good-sized parlour. The family consisted ot 
f.itlicM-, mother, a young lad, and tv;o girls, from fifteen to 
.'' ■.'vtuilceu years of age. 'When I went in, they were making a 
Lind of cake of buck-wheat flour, and were all around the fry- 
ing pan. I expressed my desire for some refreshment. Out of 
rc'spect to my sacred office, they gave me the first cakes, wdneh 
I devoured without even feeling that they were so burning hot 
ai; to .scorch my palate. I have otten since sat down at sump- 
tuous tablcvS, where I have had abundance of most exquisite 
wines, and meats of the most delicate and delicious flavour, 
but 1 can never forget the cakes of the peasant of Lower 
Brittany. 

OiJ tlie termination of supper we had prayers, and then th« 
iather ajul motlicr iighted their pipes. Suflbring greatly from 
Agitation and fatigue, 1 expressed a wish to retire. “We have 
no bed to give you,” said the master of the house, who having 
been a sailor, s})oke very good French: “ you shall sleep with 
my two girls.” I observed to him, that going on a vow I mils** 
.sleep on straw, adding tliat I should be contented with a corner 
in the stable. “Oh!” replied he; “in sleeping with Jeaimt 
and Madelon you will not break your vow, for the bed is only 
made’“of straw. Besides you cannot be in the stable, for that ia 
already occupied by a tinker and two soldiers, who asked my 
leave to pass the night there.” I could sny nothing more; 
and but too glad to escape the soldiery, I reached the boudoir 
ol' the young ladies. It was a loft filled with cider apples,. 
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t»heeae, and smoked bacon : in one corner a dozen fowls wers 
roosting, and longer down were hutched eight rabbits, 
furnltute consisted of a dilapidated pitcher, worm-eaten joint- 
stool, and the fragment of a looking-glass; the bed, like all in 
that country, was only a chest shaped like a colBn, halt filled 
with straw, and scarcely three feet wide. 

Here was a fresh embarrassment for me; the two young 


girls undressed very deliberately before me, who bad many 
and good reasons for seeming very shy. Independently of 
circumstances that may be guessed, 1 had under my female 
a man’s shirt, which would betray my sex and my incog- 
nito. Kot to be detected, I look out a few pins very slowly, and 
wiirn I saw the two sisters had got into bed 1 overturned, ns if 
by accident, the iron lanip which lighted us, and tlien took off 
my feminine habits without fear. On getting between the 
sail-cloth sheets, 1 laid down so as to avoid all unlucky detcc- 
lion. It was a tormenting night: fur witliout being pretty, 
mademoiselle Jeanne, who could not stir withoiit touclungnu:, 
had a freshness and plumpness hut too attractive fora man con- 
demned for so long a period to tlic rigours of absolute celibacy ; 
those who have ever been in a similar situation, will believe 
without difficulty that 1 could not sleep for a single instant. 

I W'as motionless, with my eyes open like a hare in its form, 
when long before daylight 1 heard a knocking with the but-end 
of a musket against the door. My first idea, like every man 
in similar circumstances, was that they had traced rne, and 
were coming to apprelicnd me ; butjil did not know wliere to 
conceal myself. The blows were redoubled : and I then be- 
thought me of the soldiers sleeping in llie stable, wdiicli dis- 
sipated my fears. “ "VVlio is there ? ” said the master of the 
house, leaping up, — ‘‘Your soldiers.” — Well, what do jou 
want?” — “Fire to light our pipes before we set off.” Our 
host then arose, and blowing up the fire left in the ashes, he 
opened the door to the soldiers. One of these, looking at liis watch 
by thelamp light, said It is half-past four o’clock. Come, let us 
,go ; the rations are in good order. Come, to the march, my lads.” 
They went away, and our host, putting out the lamp, went to 
bed again. As for me, not wishing lo dress myself in pre- 
sence of my bed-fellows any more than undress myself, I 
immediately rose, and lighting the lamp, put on my woollen 
gown, and then going down on my knees in a corner, pretended 
I to pray ’ ntikthe family should awake. 1 did not remain long 
in waiting. At five o’clock in the morning the mother cried 
(from her bed, ** Jeanne, get up, and get some soup ready for 
Ike sister, who wishes to depart early.” Jeanne got up, and 
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the butter>milk soup haTing been made and eaten with good 
appetite^ I left the good persons who had so kindly welcomed 
me. 

Having walked all day without flagging, I found myself at 
the close of the day in a village near the environs of Vannes, 
when I remetribered I had been deceived by false or mistakei. 
directions. I slept at this village, and the next day I went 
through Vannes at a very early hour. At the end of eight 
days’ walk, I reached Nantes, and I inquired for the He 
Feydeau. When at the Bicetre I had learnt from a man 
named Grenier, called the Nantais, that there ^as in thia 
<iuarter a kind of auherge, where robbers met without fear of 
disturbance. I knew that by using a well-known name I 
should bo admitted without difficulty ; but I only remembered 
the address very vyguely, and scarcely knew how and where to 
find out the place. I adopted an expedient which succeeded. 

I went into many houses and asked for M. Grenier; at the 
fourtli whore I sought for this name, tlie hostess, leaving two 
])orsons with whom slie was conversing, took me into a small 
room and said to me, “ Have you seen Grenier ? Is he still 
sick (in prison) ? ” — *‘No,” an.swered I, “ he is well (free) 
and perceiving that I was all right with the mother of robbers, 

J told her unhesitatingly who I was, and liow I was situated. 
AVithout replying, she took my arm, and opening a door let 
into the panel, made me enter a low' room wh(?re eight men 
and women were playing at cards and drinking brandy, &c. ^ 
“Hero,” said my guide, presenting me to the goodly party, 
much astonislied at the appearance of a nun, “ lierc is a sister 
come to convert you all.” At the same time I tore off* my 
haudkendiief, and three of the party, wliom I had met at 
the Bagne, recognised rne ; they were Bfcy, Bidaut Mauger, 
and the young Gonpy, whom I had met atCiuimper; the others 
were fugitives from the Bagiie of Rochfort. They were much 
amused at my disguise ; and when supper had made us all very 
jolly, one of the females put on my nun’s habits, and her 
gestures and attitudes contrasted so strangely with this cos- 
tume, that we all laughed till we cried, until the moment when 
we w'cnt to bed. 

On waking, I found on my bed new clothes, linen, and in 
fact everything necessary for my toilet. Whence did they 
come ? but this was of no consequence. The little money 
wliich I had not expended at the hospital of Guimper, where i 
paid dearly for cvwything, had been used on my journey ; and 
without clothes, resources, or acquaintances, I was compelled to 
v/xit until I could write to my mother ; and in the lucantinj^ 
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accepted all that was offered me. But one circumstance of a 
particular nature abridged iny stay at the He Feydeau. At 
the end of a week, my companions seeing me perfectly reco- 
vered from my fatigues, told me one evening that they intended 
on the next day to break into a house on the Place Graslin, and 
relied on my going with them: I was even to have the post of 
honour, that of working inside with Mauger. 

But I did not intend to do this, and thought how I could 
make use of the circumstance to get away and go to Paris, 
where, near my family, my resources would not fail me ; but 
it never entered into my calculations to enrol myself in a band 
of thieves ; for although I had associated with robbers, and 
lived by my wits, 1 felt an invincible repugnance to entering 
on a career of crimes, of which early experience had taught 
me the perils and risks. A refusal would, on the other hand, 
render me suspected by my now companions, who, in this 
retreat, secure from sight or hearing, could knock me on the 
head with impunity., and send me to keep company with the 
salmon and smelts of the Loire ; and I had only one course 
to take, which was to set out as quickly as possible, and this I 
resolved on doing. 

Having exchanged my new clothes for a countryman’s frock 
and eighteen francs to hoot, I left Nantes, carrying at the end 
of a stick a basket of provisions, which gave me at once the 
Appearance of an inhabitant of the environs. 



CHAPTER X. 


On quitting Nantes, I walked for a day and two nights without 
stepping at any village, and my provisions wore exhausted; 
still I went on hap-hazard, although decided on reaching Pari® 
or the sea-shore, hoping to get to sea in some ship, when I 
readied the first habitations of a town which appeared to have 
been lately the scene of a combat. The greater part of the 
houses were nothing but a heap of rubbish, blackened by fire, 
and all that surrounded the place had keen entirely destroyed. 
Nothing was standing but the church tower, whence the clock 
was striking the hour for inhabitants who no longer existed. 
'J’his scene of desolation presented at the same tiiliie the most 
whiinsicnl occurrences. On the only piece of wall which 
remained belonging to an auberge, were still the words Good 
entertainment for man and horse ; ” — there the soldiers were 
watering their hor.ses in the holy-water vessels ; — farther on, 
ihcir companions weic dancing to the time of an organ with 
the countrywomen, wdio, ruined and wretched, had prostituted 
themselves to the Bines (republicans) for bread. By the traces 
of this war of extermination we might have thought ourselves 
in the midst of the wilds of America, or the oases of the desert, 
where barbarous tribes ,wcrc cutting each other’s throats with 
blind fury. Yet there had only been on both sides, French- 
men : but every species of fanaticism made rendezvous there. 
I was ill La Vendee, at Gholct. 

The master of a wretched cabaret, thatched with broom, 
where I halted, gave rne my cue, by asking me if 1 had come 
to Cholct fi r the next da>' market. I answered in the affir- 
mative, much astonished tluat one should be held in the midst 
of these ruins, and even that the farmers of the environs had 
anything to sell ; but my host told me that scarcely anything 
was brought to this market but cattle from distant districts ; on 
the other hand, although no one had yet done anything to renair 
the disasters of the war, the amnesty was nearly terminated by 
oeral Hoche, and if republican soldiers were still found in 
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the country it was that they mig^ht keep do^^n the chouans (a 
contraction of the word chat-huant, a screech-owl; a title 
given to parties of Vend^eans, and afterwards to bands formed 
for plunder, who ravaged the western part of France subse- 
quently to 1793, and were called by tliis name because^ 
like owls, they came out only at night), who were becoming 
formidable. 

I went to the market early the next day, and thinking to take 
advantage of it, I accosted a cattle-dealer, whose face was 
familiar to me, asking him to listen to me for a moment. He 
looked at me with distrust, taking me probably for a spy, hut I 
hastened to relieve his suspicions, telling him that it was only a 
personal affair. We then entered a hovel where they sold 
brandy, and I then told him that having deserted from tlie oGtli 
demi-brigade to see my parents, who lived at Paris, I was 
desirous of getting some situration wliicli would allow mo to 
reach my destination without fear of arrovSt. This good fellow 
told me that he had no situation to offer me, hut tliat if I 
w'ould drive a drove of oxen as far as Secaax, 1 might go with 
lurn. No proposal was ever accepted wi(h more readiness, and 
I entered on my duties instantly, anxious to show my new 
master all the return I could testify for liis kindness. 

In the afternoon he sent me to carry a letter to a person in 
the town, who asked me if my master had desired me to take 
anything back with me ; 1 said no. ** Never mind,*' said the 
person, who was, I believe, a notary, “ take him this hag with 
three hundred francs.” I delivered this sum to the cattle- 
dealer, to wdiom my punctuality gave confidence. We set out 
next day, and on the third ayiorning, my mast it calling to me, 
said, Louis, can you write ' ” — “ Yes, sir.” “ lleekon ? ” — 
“ Yes, sir,” Keep an account ? ” — “ Y^es, sir.” — “ Ah, well ; 
as I must go out of the road to see so?Tie lean beasts, at St, 
Gauhurge, you will drive the oxen on to Paris, with Jacques 
and Saturnin ; you will be head man.” He then gave me his 
instructions and left us. 

By reason of my advancement, I no longer travelled on foot, 
which w’as a great relief to me; for the drivers of cattle are 
always stifled with the dust, or up to their knees in mud, which 
increases as they proceed. I was besides, better paid and 
better fed, but 1 did not abuse these advantages, as J saw many 
oUitr head drovers do on the journey. Whilst the food of the 
animals was converted by them into pullets, or legs of mutton* 
or exchanged with the innkeepers, the poor brutes grew visibly 
thinner. 

1 behaved myself most faithfully, so that joining us at 
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Vcrneuil, my master, who had preceded uw, complimented 
me on tlie state of the drove. On reaching Sccaux, my 
heasts were worth twenty francs a-head inoie than any 
otljcrs, and I had spent ninety francs less than my companions 
for rny travelling expenses. My master, enchanted, made me 
a present of forty francs, and cited me as the Aristides of 
cattle dro\ers, and 1 w'as in some sort quite an object of 
admiration at the market of Scoaux, and, in return, my col- 
leagues would willingly have knocked me on the head. One 
of them, a chap of Lower Normandy, famed for strength and 
skill, ciidcMvourod to disgust me with my avocation, by taking 
u];o3! liimseir to inflict the popular vengeance upon me; hut 
wli.it could Piieli a clumsy yokel do against the pupil of the 
uui wued Cioupei ! "rhe Low Norman cried craven, after one 
5)t' the most memorahle boxing matches of wliich tiie inhabit- 
dot -; of a fat c' lttie market ever preserved a remembrance. 

My eouqnc.st was the ? i.)re glorious, as 1 liad (estifled mucli 
idrbea ranee, and lia<l only consented to fight when it would 
l.'.ive b('en impossible te. avoid it. My master, more and more 
satislied with me, wished absolutely to engage me for a year, 
as foreman, promising oo' h small share of the profits. I had 
rre< ived no ne\v<; cd' my nmiuer; and hero 1 found resources 
ivlnh'h I was about to seek at Paris; and, besides, my new 
dress disguised me so much that I fell no fear of detection in 
ni 3 frcqui nt excursions to Paris. 1 passed, in faet^ many 
fMTSf-ns of my aeijuedntnnce, who paid no attention to me. 
But one evening as I was passing along the .P uc Dauphine, to 
get to the Barridre d’Phifer, some one tripped me on the 
?{\ould<u'. My fii-'.t thought was to nm for it, without turning 
round, being aware that, wlioever tlius slops you, relies on your 
looking back to seize you; but a stoppage of carriages 
choked up tin* passage. I theref ie waited the result, and in 
a twinkling discovered that it was a false alarm. 

Tlu' person who had so much alarmed me, was no other 
than Yilledieu, the captain of the 13th cliasseurs, with whom 
I had been intimately acquainted at Lille. Although sur- 
prised to sec me witii a hat covered with waxed cloth, a smock- 
frock, and leatln'rri gaiters, he testified much pleasure at the 
meeting, and invited me to supper, saying that he had some 
marvellous narratives to tell me. He wras not in his uniform, 
hut this did not astonish me, as the officers commonly %vore 
common clothes when staying in Paris. What struck me most 
was his uneasy air and excessive paleness. As he expressed 
a wish to sup out of the barriers, we took a coach which co»- 
veycQ us to Sceaux. 


8 
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On reaching the Grand Cerf, wc asked for a private room* 
We were scarcely served with what we asked for, when Ville- 
dieu, double-locking the door and putting the key in hit 
pocket, said to me, with tears in his eyes, and with a wild air, 
“ My friend, 1 am a lost man ! lostl undone! I am pursued, 
and you must get me a habit similar to your own. If you 
want it, I have money, plenty of money, and we will staft for 
Switzerland together. I know your skill at escapes, and you, 
and you only can extricate me.*' 

This commencement did not place me upon a seat of velvet; 
already much embarrassed myself, I did not much care to 
place myself again in the way of being apprehended, and to 
unite my fortunes with those of a man hotly pursued might 
lead to my detection. This reasoning, which I made to my- 
self, decided me on being wary with Villedieu ; besides, as yet 
1 did not know exactly what he wished to do. At Lille, I had 
seen him spending much more than his pay; hut a young aud 
handsome officer has so many ways of procuring money, that 
no one thinks any harm of that 1 was then greatly astonished 
at the following details. 

** I will not speak to you of those circumstances in my life 
which preceded your acquaintance with me ; it will suffice to 
say, that as brave and intelligent as most, and backed with good 
interest, I found myself at the age of thirty four, a captain of 
chasseurs, when I met you at Lille, at tlie Caf(6 dela Montague. 
There I associated with an individual whose honest appearance 
prepossessed me in his favour, and our intimacy ripened into 
so close a friciidsJiip that he introduced me to his Jiouse. Ic 
was one replete with comfort and elegance, and I received 
every attentitjn and token of amity ; so good a fellow was M. 
Lemaire, so charming a woman was madaine Lemaire. A 
jeweller, travelling about with his articles of trade, he made 
frequent absences of six or eight days ; but still I visited his 
wife, and you may guess that I soon became her lover. Le- 
niaire did not perceive, or would not perceive it I led, to be 
sure, a most agreeable life, when one morning I found Josephine 
in tears. Her husband, she told me, had just been apprehended, 
with his clerk, for having sold unstarnped plate, and as it was 
probable that his house would be soon visited, all its contents 
must be speedily removed. The most valuable goods, were 
then packed in my portmanteau, and conveyed to my lodgings, 
Josephine then entreated me to go to Courtrai, where tlie influ- 
ence of my rank might be of avail to her husband. I did. not 
hesitate for a moment, for so deeply was I enamoured of this 
*>^oman that I would have given up the exercise of wj faeul- 
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tiet if I did nd think as she thought, and wish what she 
wished. 

“ Having obtained my colonel’s permission, I sent for horses 
and a post chaise, and set out with the express who had brought 
the news of Lemaire’s arrest. I did not at all like this man’s 
face, and what prejudiced me against* him was, to hear him 
thee and thou (tutoyer) Josephine, and treat her witli much 
familiarity. Scarcely had I got into the carriage, when he 
installed himself at ease in one corner and slept till we reached 
Meiiiii, where I stopped to take some refreshment. ‘ Cajjtm'n, 
I do not wish to get out,’ said he familiarly and rousing him- 
self; * be so good as to bring me a glass of brandy.’ Much, 
surprised at this tone, I sent wjiat he asked for by the waiting- 
maid, who returned to me, saying that he would not answer 
her, but was asleep, 1 went to the chaise, where I saw niy 
gentleman motionless in his corner, his face being covered 
with a handkerchief; ‘ Are you asleep ? said I in a low tone. 
*No,’ he replied, ‘nor do 1 wish to be; hut why the devil did 
you send a servant when I tell you that I do not wish to face 
these gentry.’ I gave him his glass of brandy and we started 
again. As he did not appt^ar disposed for sleep, 1 asked him 
carelessly his reason for preserving so strong an incognito, 
and concerning the business which led me to Courtrai, of 
which 1 knew no details. He then told me, that Lemaire was 
accused of belonging to a band of Chaulleurs, and added, that 
he had not told Josephine, for fear of increasing her affliction. 
We drew near Courtrai, and about four hundred paces from the 
town my companion called to the postillion to stop for an 
instant ; he then j)ut on a wig, concealed in the crown of his 
hat, stuck a large plaster on his left eye, took from under his 
waistcoat a brace of pistols, primed them, returned them to 
the belt under his vest, opened the doOr, jumped out and dis- 
appeared. 

** All these manoeuvres, which were perfect mysteries to me, 
only served to create great uneasiness. Could it be that Le- 
niaire’s arrest was only a pretext ? Was he laying a snare for 
me ? Did he wish me to play some part in an intrigue of any 
kind ? I could not explain it to myself, nor think it was so. I 
was still very uncertain what to do, and was pacing the cham- 
ber, with long strides at the Hotel du Damier, where my 
mysterious companion had advised me to alight, when the door 
suddenly opened and 1 saw Josephine. At her appearance all 
suspicions vanished. Her abrupt entrance, her hurried journey 
made without me, and some hours after, whilst she might easily 
have had part of Diy clraise and my protection, ought rathar 
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j>erl)ap8 have excited them. But 1 was in Jove, and when 
Josephine told me that she could not endure an absence, 1 
thought her argument and explanation admirable and iinan* 
swerable. It was four o’clock in the afternoon, and Josephine 
dressed herself, and, going out, did not return till ten o’clock. 
She was accompanied by a man dressed like a peasant of Liege, 
hut whose manner and expression of countenance did not agree 
with his costume. 

“ Some refreshments were brought in, and the servants then 
leaving us, Josephine immediately throwing herself on rny 
neck, begged me to save her husband, repeating, that it only 
depended on me to do this. I promised all she asked, and 
then the pretended peasant, who had till this time been per- 
fectly silent, spoke in very good language, and unfolded to me 
what I was required to do. Lemaire, he said, reached Courtrni, 
with several travellers, whom he did not know, and had only 
met on the road, when they were siirroimded by a body of 
gendarmes, who summoned them to surrender. The strangers 
stood on the defensive, and pistol shots were exchanged, and 
Lemaire, who with his clerk, had remained neuter on the field 
of battle, had been seized without making any eflort to esen])t*, 
feeling a consciousness of innocence, and that be had nothing 
to fear. But very serious charges had been produced against 
him ; he was unable to give a very precise account of liis busi- 
ness in the district, because, said the assumed countryman, he 
was then smuggling; besides, they had found in a hush, two 
pair of pistols, which it ^as asserted liad been thrown there l>y 
himself and clerk, at the Tiioment they were apprelicnded ; 
and, finally, a woman swore that she had seen him tlic week 
before on the road to Ghent, with the identical travellers, whom 
he said Ixe had not met before the morning of the engagement 
with the gendarmes. 

* Under these circumstances,’ added my peasant interlo- 
cutor, ‘ we must find means of proving — 

** * 1st. That Lemaire has only left Lille three days, and that 
he had then been there for the entire month previously. 

** * 2nd. That he never carries pistols. 

“ ‘ 3rd. That before starting he received sixty louis from 
some person.’ 

** This confidence ought to have opened my eyes as to the 
nature of the steps required of me ; but intoxicated wit| 
Josephine’s caresses, I drove away all thoughts, and compelled 
myself not to think of what might be the results. We all 
three sat out the same night for Lille, and on arriving I ran 
•bout all day making the necessary arrangements, and by 
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evening all my witnesses were ready. Their depositions had 
no sooner reached Courtrai, than Lemaire and his clerk were 
set at liberty. We may imagine their joy ; and it was in fact 
so excessive, that I could not help thinking that the case must 
have been critical indeed, if their liberation could occasion 
Cuch transports. The day after his arrival, dining with 
Lemaire, I found in my napkin a rouleau of a hundred louis. 
I was weak enough to accept them, and from that hour my 
ruin was decreed. 

Playing high, treating my comrades, and having habits of 
luxury, I soon spent this sum, Lemaire dally made me fre.sh 
offers of service, by which I profited to borrow several sums of 
him, amounting to two thousand francs, without being any the 
richer or more moderate. Fifteen hundred francs borrowed of 
a Jew, on a post obit for a thousand crowns, and twenty-five 
louis which the quarter-master advanced me, disappeared witli 
the same alacrity. At last I spent even a sum of five hundred 
francs wliich my lieutenant had begged me to keep for him 
until the arrival of his horse-dealer, to whom h(? owed this 
sum. Tliis I lost on one evening at the cafe dc*la Motitagne, 
with a man named Carr^, who had already ruined half the 
regiment. 

“ The night that followed was a fearful one ; agitated by the 
shame of having abused the confidence of the lieutenant, by 
squandering what was his little all, enraged at being duped, 
and tormented with the desire of still playing on, I was twenty 
times tempted to blow my brains out. When the trumpets 
sounded the turn out, I had not closed my eyes ; it was iny 
week, and I went out to go tlirough the examination of the 
stables ; the first person I met was the lieutenant, who told me 
that tlie horse-dealer had arrived, and he would send lus ser« 
vant for the five hundred francs. My agitation was so great 
tliat I answered I scarcely knew what, and the obscurity of the 
stable alone prevented him from observing my confusion. 
There was not a moment to lose, if I would not forfeit my 
good name with my superiors and brother officers. 

** In this horrid situation I did not even think of applying to 
Lemaire, so much I already imagined had 1 abused his friend- 
ship ; hut I had no other resource, and, at length, I resolved 
on writing him a note, stating the embarrassment in which I 
was placed. lie came to me instantly, and laying on the table 
two gold snuff-boxes, three watches, and twelve engraved 
spoons, he told me that he had no ready money at the 
moment, but that 1 could easily procure it by taking these 
valuables to the pawnbrokers, and he left them at my disposal. 
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After oterwlielxYiing him with thanks, I sent the whole to bo 
pledged by my sertant, who brought me twelve hundred franeo 
for them. I first paid the liehtenant, and then, led by my 
unlucky star, I flew to the Cafe de la Montagne, when Carr6, 
after much persuasion, was induced to give me my revenge, 
and the remaining seven hundred francs passed from my purse 
to his. 

“Aghast at this stroke of fortune, I wandered for some time 
about the streets of Lille, whilst a thousand mad ideas flashed 
through my brain. It was in this mood that I imperceptibly 
drew near to Leinnire’s house, which I entered mechanically : 
they were sHting down to dinner, and Josephine, struck by my 
extreme paleness, questioned me with interest concerning my 
aflairs and my health. I was in one of those dejected moods 
whence the consciousness of liis weakness makes the most re- 
aerved more communicative; 1 confessed all my extrava- 
gances, adding, that within two months I must pay more than 
lour thousand francs, of jvhich I had not a single sous. 

“ At these words Lemaire looked fixedly at me, with a gaze 
I can never forget all my life, he it long or short. ‘ Captain,* 
•aid he, *1 will not forsake you in your difficulties, but one 
confidence deserves another: nothing should be kept from a 
man who has saved you from — ' and with a horrid smile he 
passed his hand across his throat. I trembled and looked at 
Josephine. She was perfectly calm ! It was a horrible 
moment! Without seeming to notice my perturbation, 
Lemaire continued hi>: fearful confidence. I le.'.rnt that he 
was one of Snllambier's band, and that, when the gendarmes 
had apprehended him near Courtrai, they were returning from 
a party of plunder in a country house in the vicinity of Ghent 
The servants had defended themselves, and three had been 
killed, and two wretched women were hung up m a cellar. 
The valinhles 1 h«ad pawned were the produce of the robbery 
which had iollowed these atrocities ! After having explained 
to me how he had been apprehended near Courtrai, whilst 
making off, Lemaire added, that henceforward it was only for 
me to repair rny losses and better my fortune by accompanying 
him in two or three expeditions. 

“ I was annihilated ! Up to this period the conduct of 
Lemaire, the circumstances of his arrest, the nature of the 
service wliich 1 had rendered him, appeared to me very sus* • 
picious; hut I carefully drove from my thoughts all thit 
could convert my suspicions into reality. As if tormented by 
a frightful nightmare, I waited till I should awake, and my 
waking was more horrible stilL 
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‘Well/ said Josephine, with ail inquiring tonc,f ‘you do 
not answer — Ah 1 I see, we have lost your Iriendship j and t 
shall die!* She hurst into tears : my head was in a whirl: 
forgetful of Lemairc’s presence, I threvt myself on my knees 
like a madman, crying out, * I quit you ? no, never, never I* 
Tears choked my utterance, and I saw a tear in Josephine’s 
eyes, but she instantly resumed her firmness. For Lemaire, 
he offered us orange- flower water with as much calmness as a 
cavalier presents an ice to his partner at a hall. 

** 1 was thus enlisted in this band, the terror of the depart- 
ments of the north, la Lys and I’Escaut. In less than fifteen 
days I was introduced to Sallambier, in whom I recognised the 
peasant of Liege; to Duhamel, Chopine, Calnndrin, and the 
principal Chauflbrrs. The first business in which I took a share 
was in the environs of Douai, Duhamefs mistress, who 
ac(u>rnpanied ns, introduced us to the house, in wliich she had 
hern waiting-maid. Ihe dogs having been poisoned by a 
wood-enU(‘r em])loycd on the premises, we only waited until 
the family should he asleep to commence our operations. No 
locks could resist Calandrin, and we reached the drawing-room 
with the utmost silence. The family, consisting of the hither, 
mother, great aunt, two young persons, and a relation on a 
visit, were plasing at Buillotte. AVe only heard the words, 

‘ Lass, 1 ludd ; I ))lay Charlemagne,* K:c. ; when Sallambier, 
opening tlic door (piickly, appeared, followed by ten men with 
blackened faces, and pistols and daggers in their hands. At 
this sight the cards fell from the hands of all ; the females 
shrieked for mercy, until, with a motion of his hand, Salhim- 
hicr eompellcd silence, whilst one of our hand, jumpihg like a 
monkey on the mantel- piece, cut the ropes of the bells. The 
women fainted, hut were not heeded. The master of the 
house alone retained some presence of mind. After having 
opened his mouth at least twenty times without uttering a 
w^ord, he at length contrived to ask v/hat we wanted ? * Money,* 
said Sallambier, whose voice seemed to n>e entirely changed; 
and taking the candle from the card-table, he made signs to 
the master of the house to follow him into the next room, 
where he knew that the money and jewels were deposited 
It was precisely Don Juan preceding the statue of the Com- 
mandant. 

“We remained in the dark, motionless at our posts, only 
hearing the stifled sobs of the females, the chink of money, and 
these words, * More, more,* which Sallambier repeated from 
time to time in a sepulchral tone. At the end of twenty 
minutes he returned with a red handkerchief^ tied together hj 
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the corners, and iiUed "vrlth pieces of money ; the jewels were 
in hit pockets. To neglect nothing, they took from the old 
aunt and the mother their ear-rings, as well as the watch of 
the relation who had so well chosen the time to make hia 
▼isit. We set out at last, after having carefully locked up the 
whole party, without the servants, who had been for some time 
in bed, being at all disturbed or aware of the attack on the 
ch&teau. 

** I had a share also in several other enterprises, more ha- 
zardous than that I now mention. We were resisted, or el so 
the proprietors had concealed tlieir money, and to make them 
produce it they were put to most dreadful tortures. At 
first they confined themselves to burning the soles of their feet 
with red-hot shovels; but adopting more expeditious measures, 
they began to tear out the nails of those who were obstinate, 
or blow them as large as balloons with bellows. Some of 
these unfortunates, having really no money as was supposed, 
died in the midst of these tortures. Sec, my friend, on what a 
career I had entered ; 1, an officer well born, for whom twelve 
years of active service, some exploits of bravery, and the testi- 
mony of my comrades, had created a universal estecTii, wliich 
I had ceased to deserve for a very long time, and which 1 was 
about to lose for ever.’* 

Here Villedleu paused, and dropped his head upon his 
breast, like one overwhelmed by his recollections. I left liim 
undisturbed for a moment, but the names he mentioned were 
too well known to mt not to excite the most lively curiosity in 
my mind to liear the whole of his recital. A hnv glassc s of 
cJiampagne restored his energy, and he thus continued ; — 

** But crimes multiplied so alarmingly, that the gendarmes 
not being sufficiently powerful to check them, columns of the 
military were taken from the various garri.sons. One was 
placed under my command. You may suppose that this mea- 
sure had an entirely contrary effect to that intended ; for, 
warned by me, the Chauffeurs avoided the places that I was to 
watch with my division. Thus matters went on worse than 
ever, and the authorities were at a loss what plans to adopt, 
when they learned fhat the majority of the Chauffeurs resided at 
Lille, and the order was given for redoubling the superintend- 
ence (surveillance) at the gates. We found means, however, 
to render all these precautions useless. Sallambier procured 
at a broker’s of the town, who clothed a regiment, fifteen uni- 
forms of the 13th Chasseurs, and disguised with them that 
number of Chauffeurs, who, with me at their head, went out at 
twilight, at if going on a detachment of a secret enterprise. 
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** Although this stratagem completely answered, I thought* 
I perceived myself to be the object of particular surveillance. 
A report spread about that there were men in the vicinity of 
Lille disguibcd as horse chasseurs. The colonel appeared to 
mistrust me, and one of my brother ofiicers was appointed al- 
ternately to direct the hioving columns before intrusted to my 
charge alone. Instead of giving me the watch-word, as to the 
other officers of the gendarines, I was not informed of it until 
the moment of departure. At length I was so directly accuse^, 
that I was under the necessity of inquiring of the colonel, \\ho, 
without any disguise, told me that I was reported to have coifi- 
muniealion with the Chauffeurs. I defended myself as well as 
I coxild, and thus matters remained, only that I left the ser- 
vice of the moving columns, which began to be so active tliat 
the Oliauffcurs scarcely durst show themselves. 

“ Sallamhier, unwilling to remain long in inaction, re- 
doubled his audacity in proportion as obstacles multij^licd 
about us. In one night he committed three robberies in .the 
same district. But the proprietors of the first of the houses 
attacked, having divested themselves of their gags and bonds, 
gave the alarm. The tocsin was smmded for two leagues 
round, and the Chauffeurs only owed their safety to the fleet- 
ness of their horses. The two brothers Sallamhier were hotly 
followed, and it was only on apjn'oaching Bruges that they 
distanced their pursuers. In a largo village where they were, 
they hired a chaise and two horses, to go, as they said, some 
leagues, and return in the evening. 

“ A coachman drove them, whom, on getting to tlie water's 
edge, the elder Sallarnbier struck from behind with his knife, 
and knocked him from his seat. The two brothers then threw 
him into the sea, hoping that the waves would retain the 
corpse. Masters of the conveyance, they went on their jour- 
ney, when, towards the close of the day, they met a countryman 
who bade tliem good evening. As they did not answer, the 
man approached, saying, ‘Ah! Vandcck, do you not know me? 
It is I— Joseph.' Sallamhier then told him that he had hired 
the carriage for three days without a conductor. The tone of 
this ani'wer, the condition of the horses, covered with sweat, 
and which their master would never have let without a driver, 
all nmde the interrogator suspicious. "Without prolonging the 
conversation, he ran to the adjacent village and gave the 
alarm ; seven or eight men on horseback pursued the carriage, 
which they soon perceived travelling slowly along. They in- 
creased their speed and overtook it. It was empty. Rather 
disappointed, they drove it into an auberge where they intended 
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to pass the night ; but scarcely were they seated, when a great 
noise was heard, occasioned by a crowd conveying before the 
magistrate two travellers accused of the murder of a man 
whom some fishermen had found with his throat cut on the 
sea-shore. All ran out, and Joseph recognised the individuals 
whom he had seen in the carriage, and which they had quitted 
because the horses could go no farther. They (the two Sal- 
larabiers) appeared greatly disconceited when confronted with 
Joseph. Their identity was soon settled. Under a suspicion 
that they might belong to some band of Chauffeurs, tliey wf re 
transferred to Lille, where they were recognised on reaclung 
the Petit Hotel. 

“There the elder Sallamhier, pressed by tlie agents ol 
police, denounced all his companions, and pointed out when 
and where they might be taken. In consequence of this in 
formation forty-three persons of both sexes were apprehended. 
Among them were Lemaire and his wife. At the same time 
an order of arrest was issued against me ; but informed by a 
quarter-master of gendarmes, whom I had served, 1 escaped 
and reached Paris, w'hcre I have been these ten days. When 
I met you I was looking for the house of ah old sweetheart, 
where I intended to conceal myself, or obtain some means T)1 
escape to a foreign country, but 1 am now easiy, since I meet 
r ith Vidooq.’* 
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CHAPTER XL 


Thk confulcnce of Villedicu flattered me very much*, but yet 
I Ihouglit iny rencontre with him might lead me into danger. 
I therefore told him a false tale when he inquired about iny 
mode of life and domicile. For the same reason I took care 
not to he at the rendezvous which he had appointed for the 
next day ; for it would have been attended with much risk to 
myself and no advantage to him. On leaving him, at eleven 
o’clock ill the evening, I took the precaution of making many 
detours before 1 entered my auberge, for fear of being dogged 
by any police agents. My master, who had gone to bed, 
aroused me early in the morning to tell me to set out with 
him for Nogent le Rotrou, whence wc were to proceed to his 
own farms, situated in the environs of this city. 

In four days we arrived at the termination of our journey, 
and altliougli received in the family as a hardworking and 
liiithful servant, I still persisted in the intention 1 had formed 
for some time of returning to my own country, whence I re- 
ceived neither information nor money. On returning tp Paris 
with some cattle, I told my master of my determination, and 
he let me go with much reluctance. On quitting him, 1 en- 
tered a cafd in the Place du Chalclet, to procure a porter to 
fetch my luggage, and there taking up a newspaper, the first 
intelligence that met my eyes was an account of Villedicu’a 
capture. lie had not allowed himself to be taken before he 
had prostrated two of the agents of police, who had orders to 
apprehend him, and was himself severely wounded. On being 
executed, two months afterwards, at Bruges, the last of eigh- 
teen, all his accomplices, he contemplated their headless and 
bleeding bodies as they fell one by one by his side with a 
calmness and fortitude that never wavered for an instant. 

This circumstance gave me reason to be satisfied with the 
step th&t 1 had taken. Had I staid with the cattle-dealer, I 
was under the necessity of coming twice a week to Paris ; and 
the police^ directing its attention against all plots and foreign 
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agents, was assuming an extent and energy which might have 
brought detection on me, as they minutely watched indivi- 
duals, who, perpetually called by business from the depart- 
ments of the west, might serve as agents between the Chouani 
and their friends in the capital. I therefore set out without 
delay, and on the third day reached Arras, which I entered in 
the evening, at the time when the workmen were returning 
Horne from labour. I did not go directly to my father’s 
house, but to one of iny aunts, who informed my parents. 
They thought me dead, not having received any of my last 
letters; and I have never been able to discover how and by 
whom they were intercepted. Having related all my adven- 
tures at length, 1 asked news of my family, which necessarily 
led to my inquiring for my wife. 1 was told that my father 
had for some time received her at his house Out that her con- 
duct was so scandalous, that she had been disgracefully ex- 
pelled thence. She was, I was informed, pregnant hy an 
attorney, who supplied most of her wants ; but that for some 
time nothing had been heard of her, and they had ceased to 
trouble themselves concerning her. 

.1 gave myself no care about her, for 1 bad matters of much 
creater import which demanded my attention. I might be 
discovered at any moment ; and if apprehended at my parents’ 
house they would be involved in difliculties. It was impera- 
tive on rne to find an asylum where the vigilance of the police 
was not so active as at Arras, and 1 threw my eyes upon a 
village in the vicinity, Ambercourt, wlicrn there resided a 
quondam carmclitc friar, a friend of my father, who agreed to 
receive me. At this pcpod (1798) priests were compelled still 
to say mass in secret, although direct hostilities towards them 
had ceased. Father Lambert, my host, celebrated his divine 
functions in a barn ; and as he had no assistance but from an 
old man, feeble and impotent, 1 offered to fulfil th« duties of 
sacristan, which I did .so satisfactorily, that one would have 
supposed it had been ray calling all the days of my existence. 

I also became father Lambert’s assistant in giving lessons to 
tlie children , of the jieiglibourhood. My skill in teaching 
made some noise in the district, for I had taken an excellent 
rnethod to advance my pupils rapidly; 1 traced the letters 
with a lead pencil, which tlicy wrote over with the pen, and 
the Indian rubber effected the rest. The parents were de- 
lighted ; only it was rather difficult for iny scholars to per- 
form without their master ; but the Artesian peasants, however 
cunning in the common transactions of business, were good 
tnough not to find this out. 
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This sott of life was rather agreeable to me.. Clotlied as a 
wandering friar, and tolerated by the authorities, I had no 
fear of detection suspicion : on the other hand, my animal 
tastes, whicli I have always held in due consideration, were 
well supplied, the parents sending us perpetually beer, poultry, 
and fruit. 1 had in niy classes some pretty peasant girls, who 
were very teachable. All went on well for some time, but at 
length a distrust of me was evinced ; I was watched, and it 
was discovered that 1 pushed my inst**uctions occasionally 
rather too far, and complaint was made to father Lambert, 
who told me of the charges against me, which I stoutly de- 
nied. The complainants were silenced, hut redoubled their 
vigilance ; and one night, when, impelled by classic zeal, I 
was about to give a lesson in a ha 3 '-loft to a female scholar 
about sixteen years of age, I was seized by four brewers* men, 
dragged into a hop-ground, stripp<‘d of my clothes, and 
K'ourged, till the blood flowed copiously, with rods of nettles 
and thistles. The pain was so acute, that I lost my senses, 
and on reviving, found myself in the streets, naked, and 
covered with blisters and blood. 

AVhat was to be done ? To return to father Lambert would 
be to incur fresh dangers. The night was not much advanced, 
and although eaten up with excess of fever, I determined to 
go on to Mareuil, to an uncle’s house, and arrived there at 
two o’clock in the morning, worn out with fatigue, and only 
eovcr(‘d with a ragged mat which 1 had found near a pond. 
After having lauglied unsparingly at rny mishap, they rubbed 
xny body all over with cream mixed with oil ; and at the end of 
eight daysT set out quite well for Arras, hut it was impossible 
for me to remain there. The police might get information at 
some unlucky moment that 1 was there, and I therefore de- 
cided on starting for Holland, and fixing myself there, taking 
with me a supply of money, which enalilcd me to remain at 
my ease until something should occur that would employ me 
usefully. 

1 passed. through Brussels (where 1 learnt that the baroness 

(f’l had settled in London), Anvers, and Breda, and then 

emliarked for Rotterdam, in vhich city I put up at an inn 
tliat Jiad been specially recommended to me. I there met with 
a Frenchman wdio was remarkably attentive and civil to me, 
and frequently invited me to dinner. I received all his ad- 
vances with mistrust, knowing that all means were resorted to 
by the Du'ch government to recruit their navy. In spite of 
all my caution, my companion contrived to intoxicate me with 
a particular liquor, -and on the next morning I awoke on 
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board a Dutch brig of war. AlLdoubt was at an end ; intem- 
perance had given nie up as a prey to the “ sellers of soiils.” 

Lying near the shrouds, 1 was reflecting on niy singular 
destiny, which multiplied so niany incidents of my waywanl 
career, when one of the crew, pushing me with liis foot, de- 
sired me to rise and get on my sailor’s clothes. 1 pretended 
not to understand him, and then the boatswain gave me the 
same orders in French. On my replying that I was jiot u 
sailor, since I had signed no agreement, he seized a rope’s 
end to strike me wuth ; on which, I grasped a knife belonging 
to a sailor, who was breakfasting at tlie foot of the maln-inasl, 
and, placing my back against a gun, 1 swore 1 would rip up 
the first man who should assault mo. This occasioned nuiclj 
disturbance in the ship, and brought up the ca])tain, who was 
a man about forty, ol good appearance, and whose manners 
were free from that c<’ar.sencss so usual with seafaring peojjle. 
11c listened to me with kindness, which was all he could ilo, 
for it was not in his power to change the maritime organ’i/.a- 
tion of Jiis government. 

We had then on board men whose inclinations and habits 
of life were so totally foreign from n^aval service, that the very 
idea of compelling them to enter it was essentially ridiculous. 
Of the two IiiUKired individuals pressetl like in)S(.‘If, tliere were 
not perhaps tw'cnty wlio had ever set foot on sljipboard before-. 
The majority had been eanied olf by main force, or trc])am!ed 
by drunkenness : they had inveigled others by a promise of a 
free passage to Batavia, where they wished to settle ; amongst 
these were two Frcncjnnen, one a book-keeper from Jhir- 
gundy, and the other a gardener of Lemosiu, who, it is evident, 
were admirably caiculat'Mi to make sailors. To console us, 
the crew told us that, for fear of desertion, we should not go 
ashore for six months. 

To me, who had so long intended to enter the navy, the 
situation was not so repugnant, if I iiad not been constrained 
to it, and if I had not had in j)erspective the slavery wliich 
threatened me ; added to which, was the ill-treatment of the 
boatswain, who could not forgive my first essay with him. On 
the least false maiiceuvre or mistake, the rope’s end descended 
on rny back in a style so argumentative and convincing, that 
1 even regretted the cudgel of the galley- sorjeant at the 
Bagne. 1 was in despair, and twenty times resolved to let fall 
from the maintop a wooden pulley on the head of my lor- 
niento/, or else to fling him into the sea when 1 was mi tlie 
wateh. I should certainly have done one or the other of these, 
if the lieutenant, who had taken a liking to me because I 
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taught him to fence, had not in some measure alleriated my 
sufferings. Besides, we were forthwith going to Helvoetsluys, 
where tlie Ileindrack lay, of whose crew we were to form a 
part, and in the passage an escape miglit he effected. 

The day of transhipment came, and we embarked, to the 
number of two hundred, and seventy, in a small sloop, manned 
by twenty-five sailors, and with twenty-five soldiers to guard 
us. The weakness of this detachment determined me to at- 
tempt to disarm the soldiers and compel the sailors to conduct 
us to Anvers. One hundred and twenty of the recruits, French 
and Belgians, entered into the plot, and we resolved on sur- 
prising tlie men on guard at the inament their comrades were 
at dinner, whom we could then easily secure. This enter- 
prise was executed with the more success, as they suspected 
nothing. 'J'hc commandant of the detachment was seized at 
the moment lie was taking his tea, but was not at all mal- 
treated. A young man of Tournai, engaged as supercargo, 
and reduced to work as a sailor, explained to him so elo- 
quently the motives that led to our revolt, as he calb d it, that 
he allowed himself to be conducted into the hold with his 
soldiers unresistingly. As for the sailors, they were neutral ; 
a man of Dunkirk only, who was in our plot, took thg lielm. 

Night came on, and 1 wished to lie to, lest we should en* 
counter any guard-sh.ip, to wliich the sailors would make sig- 
nals ; but the Dunkirker obstinately refused, and we kept on 
our course, ami at daybreak we were under the cannon of a 
fort near Ilelvoetslnys. The Dunkirker then announced 1 is 
intention of landing to see if we could get on sht)re safely, 
and I .saw then tliat wc were sold ; but it was inqn ssible to 
rec.e le : signals had doubtlessly been made, and, on the least 
movement, the guns of the fort could blow ms out of the wafer. 
It was compulsory then that wc should await the ( xent. Soon 
a boat, with twenty men on hoard, left the shoic ;-nd aj>- 
proached the sloop: three officers wlio were in it ciiue on 
deck, wdthctit testifying any fear, although it wv»s the scene of 
a busy struggle between our comrades and the Dutch sentry, 
who wanted to free the soldiers from the hold. 'J’hu first word 
of the eldest officer was to ask for the ringleader, and all re- 
maining mute, 1 spoke in French : — “ Indeed that there had 
been no plot, but that it was by a simultaneous movement 
that we had resolved on throwing off the slavery imposed on 
us ; we had iiltreated no one, as the cap ain and sailois could 
testify, who knew it was our intention to have left them in 
possession of the vessel, after %ve had landed at Anvers.'’ I 
know not what effect my harangue produced, for I was not 
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Allowed to fiiiisli it ; only, whilst we were piled up in the hold, 
in the place of the soldiers whom we liad confined there on 
the previous evening, 1 heard some one say to the pilot, “tlial 
more than one would swing at the j^ard-arm next morning.’* 
Tlie sloop was then turned towards Helvoetsluys, and we 
reached that place the same day, at about four o’clock in tlie 
afternoon. In the roadstead was anchored the lleindrnck. 
The commandant of the fort went in his cutter, and in an hour 
afterwards I was conducted thither also. I found there assem- 
bled a sort of maritime council, who (juestioned me as to tlie 
particulars of tlie mutin)', and the part 1 had taken in it. J 
asserted, as I had alrcad}" done to the foit governor^ that liav- 
ing signed no articles of engagement, I thought myself jus- 
tified in efiecting my escape by any moans that presented. 

1 was then ordered to retire, to make way for the young 
mnii of Tournai, who had seized the captvain. We were looked 
on as the leaders in the enterprise, and we know tliat in sue}) 
cases it is the ringleaders wlio undergo the punisshment, and 
we were to sufler nothing more or less than hanging ; for- 
tunately, the young man, who l)ad had time for consideration, 
eorrohorated 1113^ statement, and asserted firmly that no oiu' 
had suggested it, but that the idea had come across us all a! 
the same moment; besides, we were quite sure of not being 
betrav’td by our comrade's, wbo showed much eoneern for us, 
and swore tliat if we were coiidenmed, the ship on board wldt*]' 
tliey sliould be ])laced, should jump like a rocket; that is 
tiiat they would fire the powder magazine, although th('\ 
should be blown up with it ; and these were lads who w’oidd 
liave dared to do what ventured to talk about. Wln thcr 
they feared the results 01 these menaces, and tlie bad example 
that it would afford to the sailors of tlie fleet who had been 
recruited in a similar w^ay ; or whether the council held that 
we were entrenched behind a rampart of legitimate defcuce, in 
seeking to withdraw ourselves from a eom})ulsory service ; thev' 
promised to ask for our pardon from the admiral, on condition 
that we kept our comrades in due subordination,' wdiich ap- 
peared not to be their favourite virtue. We promised all that 
they desired, for nothing makes one so easy to be persuaded 
<?r to promise, as tlie feeling a cord about one’s neck. 

These prelimiiifiries agreed upon, our comrades w'cre trans- 
ferred on board the sliip, and went between decks with the 
crow, whose complement they were to make up : all was done 
with the greatest order, neither was any complaint heard, nor 
was there the smallest disorderly symptom to he repressed. It 
is right to say, that we were not ill-treated, as we had been om 
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board tlie brig, iihere our old friend the boatswain did all with 
the rope's end in his hand. Besides, by giving the manne« 
instruction in fencing, I was treated with some attention, and 
was even made bombardier, with a pay of twenty -eight florins 
per month. Two months passed away thus, whilst the vigi- 
lance of the English cruisers would not allow of our quitting 
anchorage. I became reconciled to my new employment, and 
had no thoughts of leaving it, when news wns brought that the 
French authorities were searching for all Frenchmen who were 
forming part of the Dutch crews. 

Researches, however, were continued, they stationed agentf- 
at the ports and taverns, who examined tliosc men who landed 
by permission or ollierwise. In one of my excursions, I was 
apprcliended. I have long preserved my gratitude for it 
towards tlie .ship's cook, who honoured me with his personal 
animosity ever after that I bad found fault with bis givi])g us 
swipes for beer, aiui stinking cod for fresh fish. Taken before 
the commanding ofTicer, I said I was a Dutehrnaii. and my 
knowledge' ('f the language vSiifficed for me to keep up my as- 
sertion ; and Ix'sides, 1 demanded to be taken baf k to my ship 
witli a guard, that T might procure papers to siihsttantiate ni;v 
assertion, than wliich nothing could be more natural. A sub- 
altern w'as ordered to aceomp-iny me. and we set out in the 
skid' that had convryi'd me ash(n.*e. On getting near the ship, 
T made my fi n-nd, v, itli wlmnj 1 had Ix'cn talking very fami- 
liarly, g(’t ti]) aloiig.dde first; and when 1 saw him ('iitangled 
among'^f tin* rigging, I tliriist olF sxiddcnly fri'm the ship's 
side, calling to the lunit’s crew to pull their liardesl, and that 
they should have something to drink. *\Vc were cutting 
thrf>ngh tin' water wliilst my suhaltern friend was jo-^tled about 
amongst the ertnv, wijo did not or pretended mot to know liiin. 
On getting asliore, I ran to coueea) n\ysolf in a ho\isc w'hieli I 
kni'w, determined on quitting the vessel, in which it would he 
diflleult for me to a})pear without being apprehended. Afy 
flight would confirm all suspicions raised against me, and 
therefore the captain gave ttie his authority, tacitly, to do wluit 
1 might think hi st for my own security. 

A Dunkirk privateer, th.e Jharras, <-aptajn Ihuinmtin, w*as in 
tlic roads. At tins perioil. vcssehs of this kind were seldotn 
overhauled, iis tlioy were in a measure a sort of asylum ; and 
as it suited me to gad, on board it, 1 got a lieutenant, to whom 
I ap])Hcd, to introduce me to Fomentin, who, on my own 
statement, admitted me on board as master-at-arms. Four 
days afterwards, the Ibarras set sail for a cruise in the Sound. 
It was at the beginning of the winter 1700, when the tern- 

9 
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pcstuouR weather destroyed so many vessels on the coast of 
the Baltic. Scarcely were we at sea, when a northerly wnnd 
rose, <iuite contrary to our destination. We were compelled 
to put about, and the roll of the ship was so great, that 1 was 
excessively ill ; so much so, that for three days I could take 
nothing but weak brandy and water, and half the crew were 
in the same state, so that a tishing-boat might have taken u? 
v/ithout our striking a blow. At length the wind abated, and 
turned suddenly to the south-west ; and the Barras, an ad- 
mirable sailer, going ton. knots an hour, all hands aboard soon 
recovered. At this moment, the man at the mast-head cried 
out, ** A sail on the larboard tack!” The caplain took bis 
• lass, and declared it to be an English coaster, under a in iilral 
liag, and which tbo squalls had .separated from the co iwty. 
We bore down on iier, with the wind on our ])ow. At tlie se- 
cond discharge of our guns she .struck, bcrorc we could board 
her; and putting the crew down into llie bold, we made for 
Bergen in Norway, where our cargo was soon disposed of. 

I remained six months on board the Barras, and my share 
of the ])rizes was pretty considerable, when we wi nt to lay np 
for H time at Ostend. We had scarcely got into the basin, 
when several police agents came on board to examine the 
papers of the crew; and I afterwards learnt that they paid ih 
this unusual visit, in order to delect a nuird'uer who was sup- 
posed to be on board. 

When my turn came for examination, I asserted lliat 1 was 
Auguste Duval, born at I’Orient; and added, that my papers 
were at Ilotterdam, in the oflice of the Dutch marine depart- 
ment. No notice was taken, and 1 thouglit I luul well got rhl 
of the affair. When the three hundred men who were on hoard 
had been questioned, eight of us w(‘re called, and told that w^e 
must go to the register office, to give tlje requisite explanation. 
Not liking this, 1 turned off at the lirst angle of the street, 
and had already gained thirty 3 ^ards on tlie gendarmes, when 
an old woman, who was wasliing the steps of a house, put her 
broom between my legs and I fell. The gendarmes came up 
to me and put on hamlcuffs, besides belabouring me pretty 
well witli llic buts of carbines and the ffiit sides of swords, and 
I was conducted thus to the commissary, who, after hearing 
me, asked me if 1 had not escaped from the hospital of Quim- 
per. I saw that I was caught, for there was equal danger as 
Duval or Vidocq, However, 1 decided on the first name, 
which offered less unfavourable chances of the two ; since the 
road from Ostend to 1’ Orient is longer than from Ostend to 
Arras, and thus afforded more opportunities for escape. 



CHAPTER XII. 


Eight clays cLipsetl, during whicli I only once saw the com- 
missary, and was then sent with a party of prisoners, deserters, 
&c., wlio wero to be conveyed to .Lille. It was to be expected 
that the uncertainly of my identity would terminate on reaching 
a city wlicre I had so often dwelt; and therefore, informed 
that we should j)ass through that place, 1 toolc such precau- 
tions that the gendarmes who had already conducted me did 
not recognise me; my features, concealed under a thick mask 
of dust and sweat, wero, besides, completely altered by the 
swelling of my clmeks, almost as large as those of the angels 
wlilc’h on the frosemes of churches are seen bdowing the trum- 
pet of the last judgment. It was in this state tluit I entered 
the *Egalit(?, a military prison, where I was to stay for some 
days, there to charm away the weariness of my seclusion. I 
risked several visits to the canteen, in the hope that mingling 
with the visiters I might find an opportunity of escape. Meet- 
ing with a sailor whom I Iiad known) on board the Barras, I 
timuglit I might make him instrumental to my project. I 
asked him to breakfast with me, and our meal finished, I re- 
turned to my chamber, where I remained for three hours, re- 
lleeting on tlie means of recovering my liberty, wlien the sailor 
came to ask me to share the dinner which his wdfe had just 
brought him. The sailor, then, had a wife, — and the thought 
crossed me, that to elude the vigilance of the jailors, she might 
procure me female attire or some disguise. Full of this idea, 
I went down to the canteen and drew near tlie table, v/hen I 
heard a piercing cry, and a ^vomaii fainted. It was my com- 
rade’s wdfe. I ran to raise her — Good heavens, ’twas Fran- 
eine! Alarmed at my own imprudence, which had allow'ed 
an expression of astcnishmeiit to escape from me, I tried to 
repress the emotion which I bad unavoidably testified. Sur- 
prised and astonished, the spectators crowded round us, and 
overwhelmed me with inquiries, and, after some moment** 
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•ilence, I told th«m that it was my sister whom I had so uo- 
expectedly met. 

This incident passed without any consequences, and next 
day at early dawn we set off : and I w'as in consternntiun at 
finding that the convoy, instead of following as usual the road 
to Sens, took that of l5ouai. Why change the direction of our 
journey ? I attributed this to some indiscretion of rr;nicine ; 
but I soon learnt that it resulted simply from the ncccjisiiy of 
leaving at 'Arras some of the refractory prisoners frojii Cam 
ferai. 

Francine, whom I had so unjustly suspected, was awaitin:^ 
mo at our" first halt, lu spite of the gendarmes slie v\f)uld 
apeak to and embrace me. She wept bitterly, and joined my 
tears with hers. Witli what hitterness did she reproacdi her - 
self for the infidelity wliicli was the cause oi’ all my mislor - 
'tunes! Her repentance was sincere, and 1 siiie< rcly fwrga'. e 
her: and when, on the order of the brigadier, we >\ere eeiu- 
pcllcd to separate, she slipped into my hands two hundred 
francs in gold as tlie only recompcnce in her ])Ower. 

At length we reached Doiiai, and at tlie gate* of tlj(' pii'iani of 
the department a gendarme lang ihe bell. Wliu an^wi/jed ihe 
summons? llutilleul, the tiinikey, who, aft(T oik* of my at- 
tempts to escape, had dressed iny hurts for a montli alierwavds. 
lie did not appear to know me. At the ofllce I found anotln r 
person whom I knew, the guard Ilurtrel, in such a sta-le (d 
inebriety that I flattered myself his memory bad entirely l(d‘t 
him. For three days nothing Avas said to me; but on the 
fourth I was led before the examining magistrate, in the ])re- 
sence of Uurtrel ana Dutillcul, and was asked if 1 were not 
Vidoeq ? 1 replied that I was Auguste Duval, wliieb might 

he confirmed by sending to rOrient; and besides, tlie molivt* 
of my appreliension at Ostend proved it, as 1 was only charged 
with having deserted from a ship of war. My straightforward 
talc seemed to weigh wdlh the judge, who hesitat('d ; hut Ifui- 
trcl and Dutilleul persisted in assorting that tliey were not 
mistaken. Ilausson, the public accuser, came to see me, and 
also said he knew me; but as 1 w’as not disconcerted, he re- 
mained in doubt, autd to clear up the allair they devised a 
stratagem. 

One morning I was told that a person wanted me at the 
office, and on going thither I found my mother, vvliom they 
had sent for from Arras ; with what intention may be easily 
divined. The poor woman hastened to embrace me, but I saw 
through the snare, and putting her from me quietly, 1 said to 
the magistrate who was present, that it w'as an unmanly thing 
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to give the unfortunate woman any hopes of seeing her son, 
when tney were, at least, uncertain of their ability to product 
him. My mother, who was put on her guard by a signal 
wijicli I managed to communicate to her, pretending to 
examine me attentively, at length declared that a wonderful 
likeness had deceived her, and then retired, uttering many bit- 
ter repoaches against those who had taken her from home only 
to nlford her but a fallacious joy. 

'J'he magistrate and turnkeys were then reduced to their 
original state of dubiety, when a letter which arrived from 
rOrient seemed to put the matter beyond a doubt. It men- 
tioned a drawing pricked on the left arm of Duval, who liad 
escaped from the hos])ital at Quimper, as a thing winch would 
at once dispel every doubt as to the identity of the individual 
detained at Douai. I was again summoned Ijcfore the examin- 
ing judge, and Hurtrel, already triumphing in his peiietratioji, 
was })reseiit at the interrogation. At the first words 1 saw 
vliat was coming, and strip])ing my coat sleeve above my 
elbow, 1 showed them the drawing, wliicdi they scarccl'y cx- 
pect('d to find, and which exactly coincided with the description 
sent from rOrient. All were in tin* clouds again, and wliat 
yet made the situation more coinplicati d, was that the autho- 
rities of rOrient demanded me as a (hserter from the fleet. 
Fifiei.m days were thus spent without any decision Inning been 
made concerning me ; when, tire<I with the severities used 
tv)\vards me, and hoping to proenre approbation, 1 wrote to tlic 
president of the criminal tribunal, declaring that T was really 
Vidoeq. ] had determined on this, under tlic idea that 1 
slionld ]*c sent f'rthwo’th to llicctrc w ith a party, and that was 
c.ctually the result. It w'as utterly impossible, however, for 
me to make the least efl'ort to escape by the w^ay, as 1 was 
gnard(Kl w'itlj unreuiitting vigilance. 

J made my second entry at Bic^tre on tho second of April, 
ITflfl, and tlicre found some old prisoners, who, although 
galley-slaves, had obtained permission to have their sentence 
to the Bagne launitted. 

I saw at Bicetre captain Labhre, who, it may he rccoliccted, 
supplied n»c, when at Brussels, with papers, by means of 

which I had deceived the baroness d’l . He had been 

sentenced to sixteen years at the galleys, for being con- 
eerned in an extensive robbery committed at Ghent, at tlie 
bouse of Champon, tlic auhergiste. He w^as with us, to depart 
with the first ch^iizi, the near approach of which was disagree- 
only announced to us. Captain Viez, knowing the gentlemen 
wlio were La Iw confided to him, had declared, that to prevent 
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»ny chance of escape, he would put us on wrist-cuffs, and 
collars until wc reached Toulon. However, our promise, 
induced him to forego this formidable project. 

After the rivetting of the fetters was done (in a similar way 
to that in which it had been performed at iny first departure) I 
was put at the head of the first cordon, with Jossas, one of the 
most celebrated robbers of Paris and the provi\iees, better 
known as the marquis de Saint-Arinand de Faral, which lie 
constantly bore. He was a man about thirty-six years old, 
with a gentlemanly appearance, and able to assume at will the 
most perfect suavity of manners. His travelling costume wmvS 
that of a dnndy leaving his bed-room for his boudoir. With 
pantaloons of silver-grey knit materials, he wore a ivaistcont 
and cap trimmed w'ith Astracan fur, of the same colour, and 
the whole covered with a large cloak lined with crimson velvet. 
His expenditure equalled his appearance, for not contented 
with living sumptuously at the places of repose, he also sup- 
ported three or four others of the cordon. 

flossas never had any education, hut having entered wlieu 
very young into the service of a rich colonel, whom he aceoni- 
panied in his travels, he had acquired manners sufticienlly 
good not to disgrace any circle. Thus his comrades, seeing 
him introduce himself into the first society, named him 

Passc-par-tout.’^ He was so completely identified with this 
character, that at the Bagne, when confined in double irons, 
and mingling indiscriminately with men of the most misera- 
ble appearance, he still kept up a portion of his grandeur, 
though disguised in a convict’s cassock. Having provided 
himself with a splendid dressing-box, he bestowed an hour 
daily on his toilet, and w'as extremely particular about the 
appearance of his hands, which were certainly very handsome. 

Jossas was one of those thieves of whom, fortunately, but 
few' arc now in existence. He meditated and prepared an 
enterprise sometimes as long as a year beforehand. Operating 
principally by means of false keys, he began by taking first 
the impression of the lock of the outer door. The key made, 
he entered the first part ; if stopped by another door, he took 
a second impression, had a second key made ; and thus in the 
end attained his object. It may be judged, that only being 
able to get on during the absence of the tenant of the apart- 
ment, he must lose much time before the fitting opportunity 
would present itself. He only had recourse to this expedient 
when in despair, that is, when it was impossible to introduce 
hinisclf to the house ; for if he could contrive to procure 
admittance under any pretext, he soon obtained impressions of 
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all the locks, and wlien the keys were ready, he used to invite 
the persons to dine with him, and whilst they were at table, his 
accomplices stripped the apartments, from whence he had also 
contrived to draw away the servants, either by asking their 
masters to bring them to help to wait at table, or by engaging 
tlie attention of the waiting-maids and cooks by lovers who 
were in the plot. The porters saw nothing, because they 
seldom took anything hut jewels or money. If by chance 
any large parcel was to be removed, they folded it up in 
dirty linen, and it was thrown out of window to an accomplice 
in waiting with a washerwoman’s wheel-barrow. 

In society, where he* passed as a Creole of Havannah, ho 
often met inhabitants of tliat place, without ever letting any- 
thing escape him wlhcli could betray him. He frequently led 
on families of distinction to offer him the hand of their 
danghters. Taking care always, during the many conversa- 
tions thereon, to learn wlicre the dowry was deposited, he inva- 
riably carried it o(i', and absconded at the moment appointed 
for signing the contract. But of all his tricks, that played off 
on a banker at Lyons, is perhaps the most astonishing. 
Having acquainted himself with the ways of the house, under 
pretext of arranging accounts and negotiations, in a short 
time an intimacy arose, which gave him the opportunity of 
getting the im])resaion of all the locks except that of the 
cash-chest, of which a secret ward rendered all liis attempts 
unavailing. On the other hand, the chest being built in the 
wall, and cased with iron, it was impossible to think of break- 
ing it open. The cashier, too, never parted from his key ; but 
these obstacles did not daunt Jossas. Having formed a close 
intimacy with the casliier, he proposed an excursion of plea- 
sure to Cullonges ; and on the day appointed they went in a 
cabriolet. On approaching Saint Rampert, they saw by the 
river side a woman apparently dying, and the blood spouting 
from her mouth and nostrils ; beside her was a man, who 
appe.ared much distressed, assisting her. Jossas testifying 
considerable emotion, told him that the best method of stop- 
ping tlie effusion of blood was to apply a key to the back of 
the female. But no one had a key, except the cashier, who at 
first offered that of his apartment. That had no effect. The 
cashier, alarmed at seeing the blood flow copiously, took out 
the key of his cash - chest, which was applied with much 
success between the shoulders of the patient. It has been 
already guessed that a piece of modelling wax had been 
placed there previously, and that the whole scene Imd been 
preconcerted. Three days after the cash-box was empty. 
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Jossas spent money witli the facility of a man who comei 
#>asily hy it. He was very clnaritahle ; and 1 could cite many 
instances of his whimsical generosity. Amongst others, tin; 
following One day he penetrated into an apartment in the 
Kue du ilazard, which he had been iiifonncd would yield a 
ricii booty. At first the wretchedness of llie furniture sur- 
prised him, hut the proprietor might be a miser. He went eu 
searching, hurst open ulh broke everything, and only found in 
a desk a himdle of pawnbrokers’ duplicates. He took from 
his pocket five iouis, and placing them on tlie manttd-pieee, 
wrote on the glass these words, Payment for broken furni- 
ture; ” lie then retired, after closing the doors carefully, Jest 
any otlicr robbers, less serujiulous, .should carry off what 
iie had R'sp(‘eted. 

VVlnm dossas .set out with us for lii<‘ctre it was his tlilrd 
journey. He afterwards escaped twice, was retaken, and died 
at the Bagnc at llochcfort in IbUfi. 

On our way to Montercan, I was witness of a scene whleh 
may as well he knowm. A convict nanu’d Manger knew a 
young man of the city, who was Indieved f/y liis parents to lie 
sentenced to the galleys; and recommending liis next neigli- 
hour to hide his face with his liandkcjrelnefv he told several 
pel sons we mot on our way, that tlie person wlio thus con- 
e(aleo liimstdf was the young man in tpu'slion. ']'lu‘ chain 
went onwards, but scarcely were we a ouarter of a league 
from Montcreau, when a man, running after us, gave the cap- 
tain fifty francs, produced by a collection made for tlic “ man 
with tlie handkerchief.” These fifty francs were in the even- 
ing (iistributed amongst the plotters of the seliemc, without 
any other persons but thentselves knowing the cause of such 
liberality. 

At Sens, Jossas played another comedy. He had sent for 
a man, named Sergent, who kept the auberge dc TEcu ; and 
041 Ills arrival, this man testified the most excessive grief. 
“ \V hat ! ” he exclaimed, with tears in his eyes, “ you here, 
my noble marquis 1 You, the brother of my old master! I, 
who thought you on your return to Germany ! Oh heavens ! 
what a misfortune !” It maybe guessed that in some ex- 
pedition, Jossas, being at Sens, had passed himself for an 
emigrant, returned clandestinely, and the brother of a count 
wuth whom Sergent had been cook. Jossas explained to him 
how, beiTig apprehended with a forged passport at the moment 
he was gaining the frontier, he had been sentenced as a forger. 
The good auhergiste did not confine himself to empty lament- 
ations, but sent the galley-slave an excellent dinner, which I 
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partook, with an appetite ^^rcatl^ coiitiasted with my wretched 
.situation. 

Save and except a tremendous chastisement inflicted on two 
convicts wdio had tried to escape at Jieaiime, nothing extraor-. 
dinary occurred till we reached Chalons, when we were put 
on board a large boat, filled with straw, very similar to those 
which convey charcoal to Paris ; the whole covered with a thick 
cloth. If“, to cast a glance over the '^untry, or breathe a 
jiiircr air, a convict ventured to raise a corner, a shower of 
blows rained instantly on his shoulders. Although free from 
such treatment, I was not the less affected at my situation ; 
scarcely could the gaity of Jossas, who was never downcast, 
avail in making me for a moment forget, that, on reaching the 
liagne, I should be the object of a special vigilance that must 
frustrate ever}^ liope of cscajic. This idea doubly depres.«ied 
nit' when we readied Lyons. 

On seeing the lie Baslie, Jossas said to me, ** You are 
going to see something new.” I saw, on the quay of tlie 
Seine, an elegant carriage, wliidi seemed to be aw'aitiiig the 
arrival of the hviat. As soon as it came in siglit, a female put 
her liead from the window, and waved a wliite handkerchief. 
” It is she,” .said .fossas, who replied to the signal. The boat 
having been moored to the quay, the lady descended, and 
mixed in the crowd of lookers-on ; I could not see her face 
wdnch was concealed by a very thick black veil. She remained 
there from four in the afternoon till eveniiig, and the crowd 
then dispensing, Jossas sent lieutenant Thierry to her, wlio 
soon returned with a sausage, in which were concealed fift}'' 
iouis. I Icart that Jossas, having made a conquest of this 
lady under his title of m: rquis, had*informed her by letter of 
his condemnation, which he douhtlessly accounted for as he 
had done with the auhergiste at Sens. These sorts of intrigues, 
now very rare, were at this period very common. Ignorant of 
the stratagem plotted to deceive her, the veiled lady reappeared 
the next day on the quay, and remained there until our de- 
parture, to the great satisfaction of Jossas, who not only was 
recruited in finance, but was assured of an asylum in the event 
of effecting his escape. 

We had nearly reached the termination of our navigation, 
when, two leagues from Pont St. Esprit, we were overtaken 
by one of those terrific storms so common on the Rhone- It 
was announced by distant rumblings of thunder. Soon after- 
wards the rain descended in torrents ; gusts of wind, such jia 
are only experienced under- the tropics, blew down houses, 
uprooted trees, and drove the waves mountain high, which 
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threatened at each inoment to overwhelm us with destructioiK 
At this moment the spectacle that presented itself was hor- 
rific ; by the rapid flashes of lightning were to he seen tw'o 
hundred men, chained so as to deprive them of the remotest 
hope of safety, and expressing by fearful cries the anguish of 
approaching death, rendered inevitable by the weight of their 
fetters ; on their sinister countenances might be read the 
desire to preserve a life disputed by the scaffold, a life Jicnce- 
forward to be spent in misery and degradation. Some of tlie 
convicts evinced an absolute passiveness ; many, on the con- 
trary, delivered themselves up to a frantic joy. If any un- 
fortunate wretch, mindful of his innocent youth, muttered out 
the fragment of a prayer, his next companion wouhl perh;n> , 
shake his fetters, whilst he howled an obscene song, niul th.' 
prayer expired in the midst of lengthejied liowls and shrieks. 

What redoubled the general consternation was, the despair 
of the mariners, who seemed to have given all over for lost. 
The guards were not more confident, and even gave symptoms 
of an intention to quit the boat, which was visibly filling fa^t 
with water. Then matters took a fresh turn, and they urged 
on the argousins, crying, Make the shore ; let all make for 
shore/’ The darkness, added to the confusion of the moment, 
affording an opportunity with impunity, the most intrepid of 
the convicts rose, declaring that no person should quit llie 
boat until it reached the. bank. Lieutenant Thierry was the 
only one who appeared to have preserved his presence of 
mind ; he put on a boi I front, and protested that there was 
no danger, as neither he nor the sailors had any intention of 
quitting the vessel. AVe believed him the more as the wea- 
ther was gradually becoming more moderate. Daylight ap- 
peared, and oil the surface of the waters, smooth as ice, there 
would have been nothing to recal the disasters of the night, 
if the muddy tide had not been strewn with dead cattle, trees, 
and fragments of furniture and houses. 

Escaped from the tempest, we landed at Avignon, and were 
confined in the castle. There commenced the vengeance of 
the argousins ; they had not forgotten what they were pleased 
to term our insurrection ; refreshing our memories with it by 
blows from their cudgels, and then preventing the public from 
giving the convicts that assistance which the end of the jour- 
ney presented from passing through their hands. ** Alms to 
these vagabonds I ” said one of tlicm, called father Land, to 
some ladies who wished to bestow seme aid : ** it would be 
money lost. Besides, ask the captain.” 

3.*ie»tcnant Thierry, who ought not to be mentioned with 
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Buch brutal and inhuman beings, and of ^\hom I have already 
spohcn, gave permission ; bul< by a refinement of villany, the 
argoushis made the signal for departure before the distribution 
was finished. The rest of the journey had no features of in, 
tcrest ; and at length; after thirty-seven days cf most painfin 
travel, the chain entered Toulon. 

The fifteen carriages arrived at the port, and drawn up in 
front of the rope-yard, the convicts were ordered to alight, 
and were then escorted to the court-yard of the Bagne. On 
the way thither, those who had clothes worth anything made 
ali possible haste to take them off and sell or give them to 
liie crowd which assembled at the arrival of a new cliain. 
When tile clothing of the Bngne was distributed, and the 
manacles had been rivetted, as 1 had seen it done at Brest, we 
were conveyed on board a cut-down frigate, called le Husard, 
used as the floating Bagne* As soon as the convicts cnijiloyed 
as writers, had written down our descriptions, the cscaiicd 
convicts were rivctled to the double chain. Their escape 
added three years additional confinement to tiie original 
sentence. 

As 1 was tiins circumstanced, 1 was sent to Ko. 3, where 
tlie most suspected convicts were placed. Lest tliey should 
liiul an opportunity for escaping in going to the harbour, they 
never wi'ut to labour. Always fettered to the Innc," lying 
on the hare plank, eaten up by vermin, and worn out by 
brutal treatment and want of nourishment and exercise, they 
presented a most lamentable appearance. 

I found in the cell, all the most abandoned scoundrels that 
ever assembled at the Bagne. I saw llicre one named Vida!., 
who even .struck the convicts themselves with Jiorror. Ap- 
prehended at fourteen years of age, in the midst of a band of 
brigands, wh.ose crimes he participated, his age alone redeemed 
him from the scaffold. He was sentenced to imprisonment 
for twenty-four years ; but scarcely bad he reached the prison 
when, at the conclusion of a quarrel, he killed a comrade with 
a blow of Ills knife. A .sentence of twenty-four years’ liard 
labour was then substituted for that of imprisonment only. 
He had been for some years at* the Bagne, when a convict 
was sentenced to death . There was not an executioner to be 
found in the city, and Vidal eagerly offered his services, which 
were accepted, and the execution was carried into effect, b\it 
they were compelled to put Vidal on the bench with the 
galley-guards, or else the convicts would have knocked him 
on the head with their fetters. The tlircats which menaced 
him did not prevent him from fulfilling his new office again^ 
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some time afterwards. Besides, he undertook, to administef 
the sentences of bastinado on the prisoners. At l('n^th, in 
1704, the revolutionary tribunal having been installed at Ton- 
Jon, after the taking of that town by Dngorninier, Vidal was 
employed to carry their sentences into cflcct. He then thought 
he w is liberated, hut when tlie terror had ceased, he was re- 
manded to the Bagiic, where he was plaCed under a sj)(.‘cia’ 
.survciliance. 

On the same bench with Vidal was the J(nv Ih'sehamps, out 
of the principal of the part)^ concerned in rol)hing the roy.il 
wnt drohe, to llu* details of which ihe convicts listened witli a 
siiiistrous pleasure. At the enumeration of the diamonds and 
jewels carried off, their eyes sparkled, their muscles contracted 
by a convulsive motion ; and by the expression of tiicir conn- 
tenances, inferences might mierringly h ive been drawn of tin* 
first uses tliey would have made of their liberty. I’liis dis- 
I'osition was particularly discernible in those men only con- 
victed of petty offences, who were taunted and bantered as 
cMily having stolen ohjcfts of small value *, uu'l then, after 
estiinating the plunder of the wardrobe at tw( nt}” millions of 
franc.s, Heschamps added, with an air of contempt towards a 
poor devil sentenced fur stealing vegetables, ‘‘Ah! ah! thi*'' 
w'as cabbage." 

From the moment when the robbery was perjjetrateJ it 
became the subject of multiplied eojimumts, which cireuin- 
stnnees and agitation of mind rendered very singular. Jt wa.s 
(iuiing the meeting of <^he representatives on the Sunday 
evening (J.6th of September, 1702), that Hrd.tnd, mini.stcr of 
the interior, announced the '■'vent to the fribime of tlie eon- 
vi’ntion, complaining bitterly of the incinhent! surveillance of 
tlic agents and the military guards, who had forsaken their 
posts, under pretext of the ‘‘severity (d* the cold." Some 
days afterwards, Thuriot, who was one of the commission 
charged with searching oat the matter, in hi.s turn caccuscrl the 
minister of carelessness, who uiiswered drily, that he had 
something ohe to do besides watclung the wardrobe. The 
discussion rested here, but these debates had aroused the public 
attention, and the sole public theme was of guilty collusions,, 
and plots framed for robbery, of which the ^iroduce wai 
devoted to keeping the police agents in pay ; they went so far 
as to say, that the government had robbed itself*; and what 
gave a consistency to such a report, was the reprieves granted 
on the 18th of October to some individuals condemned for 
this affair, and from whom confessions were expected. How* 
over, on the 22nd of February, 1797, in a report to tht 
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Consell des Anciens, on a proposal to grant a reward of five 
thousand francs to a madaine Corbin, who had facilitated the 
discovery of a great quantity of the plundered property, 
Thiebault declared, in the most formal manner, that this 
event was not the result of any political measure, and had 
all been incurrM hy the defective vigilance of the police, 
and by the inis-managcnH-nt winch pervaded every department 
of the administration. 

At the beginning, the Monitcur had heated the imagina- 
tions of llie most wary, hy sjieaking of forty armed robbers, 
who had been surprised in the wardrobe. The truth is, that 
no one was surjirised ; and when tin y iirst discovered the loss 
(.f “ the regent,” llie dauphin’s coral, and a vast many other 
jewels, valued at seventeen millions of francs, for four succes- 
sive nights, Dcscbninps, Bernard Salles, and a Portuguese 
Jew, named Dacosta, had in their turns entered llie apart- 
ments, without any other arms than the tools requisite to ex- 
tract the jewels sot in the plate, whieii they disdained to carry 
(df; and thus they removed with the greatest precaution the 
nitignifieent rubies vvhieh formed the eyes of the ivory fishes. 

J)(’sehamps, to whom belongs the honour of the invention, 
first got into the gallery by' climbing a window, 1-y means of a 
l:imp-|)Oht, at the angle oT the Hue lloyale and the place of 
Louis XV. llernai'd Salles and Dacosta, who kept watch, 
were at first his only comrades; but on tlie third night, Benoit 
Xaid, Phiilpponeau, Paumettes, Praumont, Gay, Mouton, 
Viculcnaiit <d' the ^National Guard, and Diiraiul, called “ le 
Turc,” a jeweller in the Hue Saint Sauveur, were added to thf* 
gang, as well as many first-rate “cracksmen,” wlio liad been, 
in a friendly way, invited to come and participate in the spoil. 
'J’lic rendezvous was at a billiard-room in the Hue do llohan ; 
and, besides, they made so little mystery of the robbery', that, 
the morning alter the first booty', Paumettes, dining with some 
girls at a cook-shop in the Hue d’Argenteuil, liirew on the 
table to them a handful of rose and small brilliant diamonds. 
The police, however, gr)t no information. To detect the prin- 
cipal autliors it w’as nece.ssary tliat Durand, at rested for forg- 
ing assignats, should confess to obtain bis own pardon, and, 
on liis information, “the regent” was discovered and vSeized 
at Tours, sewn up in the head-dress of a woman named 
Lebittne, who, unable to reach England in conseqrrence of the 
W'ar, was about to sell it at Bordeaux to a Jew, known to Da- 
costa. They had attempted to get rid of it in Paris, but the 
value of ihe gem, estimated at twelve millions of francs, w'ould 
have awakened dangerous suspicions ; they had also given up 
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the idea of cutting the stone, lest the lapidarj' should hetray 
^em. 

Before having been sentenced for the robbery of the ward- 
#obe, Deschamps had been iin plicated in a capital affair, 
whence he was extricated, although so guilty, as he boasted to 
"US, by giving details not to be doubted. I/e had been con- 
cerned in the double murder of the jeweller Deslong and his 
servant maid, committed with his accomplice, the broker 
Braumont. 

Deslong had an extensive business, and besides private pur- 
chases, he also bartered diamonds and pearls ; and as he w'as 
know'll to he an honest man, he often had valuable gems in- 
trusted to him, cither to sell or unset He also frequented 
auctions, where Fraiunont first knew' him, wlio was constantly 
at sales to buy the ropes, altar cloths, and other pillaged 
church ornaments (179il), which he burnt to got the metal 
from tlie gold lace. From the custom of meetijig together so 
frequently in business, a sort of ficquaintance sprang up be- 
tAveen the two men, which soon became a closer intimacy. 
Deslong had no concealment with Fraiunont, and consulted 
him in all bis undertakings, informed him of the worth of all 
the deposits intrusted to him, and even confided to him tlic 
secret of a hiding-place hi which he kept his most valuable 
articles. 

Informed of all these particulars, and having free access at 
all times to Deslong's house, Fraumont conceived the project 
of robbing him whihsi he and his wife were at the theatre, 
which they frequented. He wanted an accomplice to keep 
watch ; and besides, it w'ouhl have been dangerous for Frau- 
mont, whom everybody kneW; to be seen on the premises on 
the day of the robbery. He first selected a locksmith, a fugi- 
tive convict, who made the false keys necessary for entering 
Deslong’s house ; hut this man being pursued liy the police, 
was forced to leave Paris, and he then substituted Deschamps. 

On the day fixed for the perpetration of the robbery, Des- 
long and his wife having gone to the Tlieatre de la Repiib- 
lique, Fraumont concealed himself at a vintner's to watch for 
the return of the servant maid, who usually took advantage of 
the absence of her master and mistress to go and see her 
lover. Deschamps w'eiit up to the apartment, and opened the 
■door gently with one of his fiilse keys. What was, his asto- 
nishment to see in the hall the maid servant whom he thouglit 
absent (her sister, W'ho was much like her, having in fact left 
the house a few minutes before !). At the sight of Deschamps, 
whose surprise mad« his counten^cc even more frightful, the 
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girl let fail her work and shrieked. Deschamps sprang upon 
her, threw her down, seized her throat, and gave her five blows 
with a clasp knife, which he had about him, in the right-hand 
pocket of his trousers. The unhappy creature fell bathed in 
blood, and whilst the death rattle was yet sounding in her 
tliroat, the ruffian ransacked every corner of the room : but 
whetlier this unexpected event disturbed him, or that he heard 
some noise on the staircase, he only carried off some pieces of 
plate which came to hand, and returned to his accomplice at 
the vintner’s, and told him the adventure. He (Fraumont) 
was much grieved, not at the murder of the servant, but at the 
little information and clumsiness of Deschamps, whom he re- 
j)roachcd with not having discovered the secret closet which 
lie had so plainly pointed out ; and what put the cope-stone 
on liis discontent was, that he foresaw that after such a catas- 
tro])he Deslong would be more careful of his property, and it 
would be impossihle cv(r again to get such an opportunity. 

in fact, Deslong did change his lodging after this event, 
wliicii inspired him with the most excessive fright, and the 
few persons wliose visits lie allowed were received with the 
greatest jirecaution. Although Fraumont did not present 
himseif, yet lie had no suspicion of him. How could he sus- 
))ect a man who, if he had pcrjietrated the crime, would not 
have failed to have ransacked the closet, of which he knew 
the secret ? Meeting him at the end of a few days on the 
Place Vendoine, he pressed him stroivly lo come and see 
liiiri, ana became more intimate with him than ever. Frau- 
niont then began plotting again; hut, despairing of breaking 
open the new place of security, which, besides, v/as carefully 
guarded, he determined on changing his plan. Led to Des- 
ciiamp’s house, under pretence of bargaining for a large lot 
of diamonds, Deslong was assassinated and robbed of seven- 
teen thousand francs, in gold and assignats, with w’hich he had 
proviihid himself by advice of Fraumont, who dealt him the 
first stab. 

Two clays elapsed, and inadaine Deslong, not seeing her 
husband return, who ne\er made so long an absence without a 
previous intimation, and knowing that he had considerable 
property about him, no longer doubted hut that some misfor- 
tune had befallen him. She then w'ent to the police, they con- 
trived to get hold of Fraumont and Deschamps ; and the con- 
fession cf the locksmith, which corresponded with the accounts 
of the robbery, and who was apprehended soon after, would 
have had an unpropitious toilpinatlon for them, had not the 
authorities refused to give thiS'inan the liberty they had pro- 
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mtsed to reward him with ; and the police agent, Cordat, who 
had been the go-between, unwilling that his promises should 
be broken, aided his escape on the way fiom La Force to tlie 
Palace. This circumstance removing the only witness who 
could be brought forward, Deschamps and Fraumont were set 
At liberty. 

Condemned afterwards to eighteen years* iinprisonnient f;;r 
other robberies, Fraumont set out for the Bagnc at Rochefort; 
hut he was not yet out of courage, and by means of money, 
produced by his plunder, he had bribed several persons who 
were to follow the chain to aid his escape, in case he should 
attempt it, or even to carry hihi off by force, if need should, 
be. The use? he proposed to make of his liberty was to assas - 
sinate M. Dcl.ilaiide, liigh president of the tribunal whicli had 
condemned hiin, and commissary of the police of the Section 
de l’Uni<c, wiio had brought sueh overwhelming charsjes 
against him. All was ripe for the execution of this ])lot, when 
n common woman, who had learned the details from the lips 
of one of the accomplices, made a spontaneous confession, and 
mf-::isures w'erc accordingly taken, '.fhe escort was informed 
of it ; and when the chain left Bicetre, Fraumont was put in 
extra chains, w'hich were not removed until his arrival at 
Rochefort, where he was an object of special vigilance; and 1 
was tvold that be died at the Bagne. As for Deschamps, who 
escaped from Toulon soon aft^T, he was apprehended at i]>e 
end of three years, as concerned in a robbery eommith'd at 
Anteuil, sentenced to death by the criminal tribunal of tlie 
Seine, and executed at Paris. 

In cell, No. d, I was only separated from Deseliamps by a 
burglar named Louis Mulot, son of that Cornu who so long 
afiiighted the people of Normandy, where his crimes are still 
imforgotten. Disguised as a horse-dealer, he freejuented th(' 
lairs, watclied the merchants who liad large sums about them, 
and taking the cross roads, laid in wait for and assassinatecl 
them. Married, for the third time, to a young and pretty 
w'cman of Bernai, he had at first carcfally concealed from her 
his infernal trade ; but be was not slow' in di.seovering that she 
was entirely worthy of him, and thenceforward she acct)m- 
])anicd bini in all his expeditions. Frequenting all the fairs 
as a peripatetic mercer, she easily introduced herself to the 
r'ch graziers of the valley of Augc, and more than one met 
his death at the appointed spot of guliarjt rendezvous. Often 
suspected, tliey brought forward a/zV;/.?, always successful, and 
for which they were indebted to the fleetness of the excellent 
horses wiih which tln*y were always provided. 
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In 1794*^ the Conui family consisted of the father, mother, 
three sons, two daughters, and their lovers, all of whom had 
heori liahktuated to crime from their earliest childhood, either 
in keeping watch or setting fire, to barns, &c. The youngest, 
Florentine, having at first testified some repugnance, they had 
cured her delicacy by oompelling her to carry in her apron, 
for two leagues, the head of a farmer of the environs of 
Argentin ! ^ 

At a later period, entirely devoid of any tender scruples, she 
had, as her lovei', tlu‘ assassin Capeih.', executed in 1802. 
AVhen the family formed itself into a band of ChaufTcurs to 
infest the eouniry fCaen and Falaisc) it was she who put to 
tori Lire the wretehed farmers, by putting a lighted candle 
under ihf'ir armpits, or placing blazing tinder on their toes 
(wh'-nce the name of Chaufieurs or burners). 

flntly pirsued by tlu' police of C.-um, and particularly by 
that of Romm, who liad apprehended two of the juniors of the 
family at Jirionne, (h>rnu resolved on retiring for some time 
to the vicinity of Pari.':, trusting thus to elude inquiry. In- 
st. died with his family iu alone house, on the road to Sevres, 
he did not fear to take his waiiis in the Champs-Klys^es, 
witere he. met nearly all the robbers of his acquaintance. 
“ Wt'll, fatiier Cornu," said they to him one day, ‘^what are 
you about now ?" — “ Oh, always admini.stering the last con- 
mdatioii (assassination), rny sons — tlu? last consolation." — 
“ d'h-jt is droll, f;:tJ)cr Cornu ; hut discovery may ensue," — 
" Oh ! no fear \\h<*re no witnesses. If I had done for all the 
eorn-lln’esht'rs (ianners) whom i have only singed, I should 
h.ave nothing to funk about now." 

In one of lus excursions, Conm met an old comrade, w’ho 
i'r()])osed to him to break into a villa, situated in tlie wo'od of 
Vi lit! d’Avray, Tlu* robbery was commilted and tlie booty 
sh ired, hut Cornu fiuind that he had been duped. On reacdi- 
ing the middle of the wood, he let fall hivS sriufi-box wliilst 
olh'ring it to his companion, wlio stooped to j>ick it u}>, and at 
that very instant Cornu blew out liis brains with a pistol-shot, 
plundered him, and regained his own house, where he told the 
talc to }jis family with bursts of laughter. 

A])prehcnde(i near Vernon, at the moment he was breaking 
into a farm, Cornu was conducted to Rouen, tried before the 
Criminal Court, and se tcnced to deetli Soon after this, his 
wife, who was still at liberty, came every day to bring him 
food and consold^ liim. “Listen," said she to him one morn- 
ing, when he appeared more dejected than usual, “listen, 
Joseph: thi'y say that death allVights you, — don't play the 

10 
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noodle, at all events, when they lead you to the scaffold, Tho 
lads of the game will laugh at you.” 

“ Yes,” said Cornu, “ all that is very fine, if one's scrag was 
not in danger; but with Jack Ketch on one side, and the 
black sheep (clergyman) on the otlier, and the traps (gen- 
darmes) behind, it is not qu}te so pleasant to be turned into 
food for flies,” 

“ Joseph, Joseph, do not talk in this way ; I am only a woman, 
you know; but 1 could go through it as if at a wedding, and 
particularly with you, ol^ lad ! Yes, I tell you again, by the 
word of Marguerite, 1 wottfiPwillingly accompany you.” 

Are you in earnest ?” asked Cornu. “ Yes, quite in 
earnest,^' sighed Marguerite. .But what are you getting up 
for 2 "^Vhat arc you going to do ?” 

“Nothing,” replied Cornu; and then going to a turnkey 
who was in the passage, “ Koch,” said he to Jiim, “ send for 
the jailor, I want to see the public accuser.” 

“What!” said his wife, “the public accuser! Are you 
going to split (confess)? Ah, Joseph, consider what a repu- 
tation you will leave for our children I” 

Cornu was silent until the magistrate arrived, and he then 
denounced his wife; and this uuh.appy woman, sentenced to 
death by iiis confessions, was executed at the same time with 
him. Mulot, who told me all tliis, never repeated the narra- 
tive without laughing till he cried. However, lie thought t)ie 
guillotine no subject for joking ; and for a Jong time avoided 
all crimes that could send him to rejoin his father, mother, one 
of his brothers, and his sist<.*r Piori'iitine, all executed at 
Rouen. When lie spoke of (hem, and the end tliey had made, 
he frequently said, “This is the fruits of playing with fire; 
they shall never catch me at such work and, in fact, his 
tricks were not so redoubtable : he coiiflned himself to a 
species of robbery in which he excelled. His eldest sister, 
whom he had brought to Paris, aided him in all his enter- 
prises. Dressed as a washerwoman, with a pannier at her back 
and a basket" on her arm she went to all the houses where 
there was no porter, and, knocking at the doors, if slie learnt 
that the occupants were from home, she returned and told 
Mulot. Then he, disguised as a journeyman locksmith, went 
with his hunch of picklocks, and opened the most complicated 
locks. Frequently, his sister, to avoid suspicion, with her apron 
and a modest cap on, and with the disturbed appearance of a 
nurse who had lost her key, aided his operations. Mulot, 
though he did not want foresight, was yet one day surprised in 
the very act, and soon after condemned to imprisonment. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


r NBVETi was SO wretched as after rny entry at the Bagne 
at Toulon, Cast at twenty-four years of age amongst the 
most abandoned WTCtchcs, and necessarily in contact with 
tlieni, although I would have preferred a hundred times to 
he reduced to living in the midst of people infected with the 
plague — compelled only to see and hear degraded beings, 
whose minds were incessantly bent on devising evil schemes, 
1 feared the dire contagion of such vicious society. "When, 
day and night, in my presence, they openly practised the most 
vile and demoralised actions, I was not so confident in the 
strength of my own character as not to fear that I miglit 
become hut too much familiarized with such atrocious and 
dangerous conversation. In fact, I had resisted many dan- 
gerous temptations ; hut want, misery, and the thirst of liberty, 
will often involuntarily tempt us to a step towards crime. 1 
liad never been in any situation where it was more positively 
incumbent on me to attempt an escape ; and henceforward ail 
my ideas and thoughts w’cre turned to the compassing of this 
measure. Various plans suggested themselves, but that was 
not sufficient ; for to put any of them into execution 1 must 
aw'ait a favourable opportunity, and until then, patience was- 
the only remedy for iny woes. Fastened to the same bench 
with rohblTS by profession, who had already escaped several 
times, 1 was, as well as they, an object of special surveil- 
lance, which it was difficult to divert. In their cambrons 
(watch-boxes) at a short distance from us, the argousins ivere 
always on the look-out, and observed our least motions. 
Father Mrathicu, their chief, had the eyes of a lynx, and such 
a knowledge of the men he had to deal with, that he could 
tell at the slightest glance if they, were scheming to deceive 
him. This old fox was nearly sixty years of age ; but hav- 
ing a vigorous constitution, which seemed proof against the 
attacks of time, he was still hale and hearty. He was one 
of those square figures which never wear out. 1 have him 
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nov^ in “ my mind’s oye,” witli his little tail, his grey and 
powdered locks, and his liice in wrinkles so congruous with 
tlie business of his calling. He never spoke without men- 
tioning his cudgel ; it was a never-ending theme of pleasur- 
able recital to talk of the many hastinadoes he liacl indicted 
personally, or ordered to be done. Always at war with tlie 
convicts, liC knew every one of their tricks. His mistrust 
was so excessive, that he often accused them of plotting when 
thefy were not at all thinking of it. It may be supposed tliat 
it ivas no eas}" matter to make a soj) for this Cerberus. I 
tried, however, to jirocure his favour, an attempt in wliicdi 
no one had as yet succeeded : but 1 .soon f(umd lliat I liad not 
essayed in vain ; for 1 j)crecj>tibl y gai:i(‘d on his good will. 
Father jdatliieu sometimes ttlked to me; a sign, as the 
experitMiced told me, that 1 had made some way ivith him. 
1 thought I might ask sometliing irom him on the strength 
of this, and 1 asked him to allow me to make chiblreri’s 
toys with the jiieccs of wood brought in by the working 
convicts. He granted all J asked, }»rovided 1 was steady ; 
and the next day 1 began my work. ]\Iy companions cut 
out rough.ly, and I finished the toys. Father Mathieu ni)- 
proved of my productions ; and when he saw tliat 1 bad 
assistance in my work, he could not forbear testifying bis 
approbation, vvbicli he had not exju’cssc'd for a long time 
previously. “ AV ell, well !'’ said he, “how I like peojile to 
amuse tliemscive.s ; it v;ould ho W'ell if you all did the same ; 
it would pass timt; avvay ; and wiih the j)r()fits, you miglit 
purchase some small comforts.” A i'ew days afterw-uals, 
the bench was a perfect workshop, w'herc fourteen men, ecpially 
anxious to drive away ennui and earn a little money, worktal 
away with much industry. We liad nil some goOiis innidy, 
which were sold by tl\c assistants of tlie convicts wlio gave us 
the materie.ls. For a month, our trade vms very brisk, and 
every day we lu'id aliundant returns, not a sous of ivluch was 
reserved. Father IMathieu had authorised us to appouit as 
our treasurer a convict named Pantaragnt, who sold provisions 
in the room in which we were. Ihifoi innately there arc goods 
which cannot ))e multiplied withou.. lb.* necessary balance 
between produce and consumption being destroyed. Toulon 
was replete with toys of every description, and we must hence- 
forward sit with folded arni«. No longer knowing what to do, 
1 feigned a compbiint in my legs, that I might he sent to the 
hospital. The doctor to whom I was r(.*eom mended by father 
Matbieu, whose protegd I had become, actually believed that I 
was unable to walk. When one would attempt to escape, it 
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is impossible fo manage better than to contrive to excite such 
an opinion. Doctor Ferrant did not for an instant suspect 
me of an intent to deceive him ; he was one of those disci- 
ples of EscuJapius, who tliink that hluntness is a part of their 
profession : hut still he was a humane man, and Uehaved very 
kindly to me. The chief surgeon had also a liking fer me, 
and to me he trusted the care of his surgery clicst ; I scraped 
his lint, rolled his bandages, and made myself generally useful, 
fco that my willingness procured for me his kindness ; every 
une, even to the argousin of the infirmary, behaved W(H to 
me, although no one could exceed in sternness M. riJomine 
(that was his name), whom they called, jokingly, “ Ecce 
Jlorno,'^' because he had been formerly a seller of psalms and 
canticles. Although I had been pointed out to him ns a daring 
fellow, M. rilornme was so much pleased with my good beha- 
viour, and still more with the bottles of mulled wine which I 
shared with him, tliat he perceptibly became more humanizefL 
AVhen J was pretty well assured that I should not excite his 
suspicions, I unmasked my battery, to overpower his vigilance, 
as well as that of his fellow -guards. I had already procured a 
ivigand black wliiskers, and had, besides, concealed in rnv mat- 
tress, an old palrof boots, wliich, when well waxed, sf‘emc<l as good 
as new ; hut that was only an equipment for my head and feet : 
U) complete my toilet, I relied on the head surgeon, wlio used 
to lay on my htd his great- coat, hat, cane% and gloves. One 
ijiorning, whilst he was engaged in ampulatingau arm, I saw 
that M. rHomine had followed him to assist in the (jperatioii, 
which was performed at the extremity of one of the wards : 
the opportunity for a disguise was admirable, and I hastened 
to complete it; and, in my new costume, I went straight to the 
door. I had to pass through a crowd of argousins, hut I ven- 
tured boldly, and none of them appeared to pay any attention 
to me, and I already thought myself out of danger, wljen J 
heard a cry, “ Stop him, stop him ; a prisoner has escaped ! " 

1 w'as not more than twenty steps from the arsenal, and, without 
losing my presence of mind, 1 redoubled piy speed, and having 
got to the door, I said to the guard, pointing to a person who 
was just entering the city, ** Run with me, he has escaped from 
the hospital.” 

This would, perhaps, have saved me; but, just as I stepped 
over the wicket, 1 was seized by the wig, and on turning 
round, saw M. I’Hominc : resistance would have been certaija 
death ; and I therefore quietly followed him back to the Bagne, 
where I was put to the double chain. It was evident that I 
was to undergo punishment, and to avoid it, I cast myself on 
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my knees before the commissary, saying, “ Oh, sir, do not let me 
be beaten; tliat is the only fafour I ask; I would rather 
undergo three years* additional confinement.” The commis- 
sary, however touching ray petition might have been, could not 
keep his countenance; but told me, that he would pardon me 
on account of my boldness and ingenuity, on condition that I 
would point out the person who had procured me the disguise. 
“ You must be aware,” I replied to him, “ that the people who 
guard us are wretches, who will do anything for money, hut 
nothing in the world shall induce me to betray those who serve 
me.** Pleased with my frankness, he ordered me to be released 
from the double chain ; and when the argou sin murmured at 
so much indulgence, he desired him to be silent, adding, You 
ought to like, rather than he angry with him, for lie has just given 
you a lesson, which you would do well to profit by.'* J thanked 
the commissary, and the next moment was conducted to the 
fiital bench to which I was to be listened for the next six 
years. I then flattered myself with the hop'^s of returning to 
my trade of toy-making, but father Mathieu refusing me, f 
was compelled unwillingly tu remain unemployed. Two 
months elapsed without any change in my circumstances, when, 
one night being unable to sleep, there flashed through my brain 
one of those luminous ideas which only occur in darkness. 
Jossas was awake, and I mentioned it to him. It may be 
surmised that he was always intent on effecting his escape, and 
he thought it admirably wonderful as I had devised it, and 
begged me not to fail putting it into execution. It will he 
seen that I did not neglect bis advice. One morning, the 
commissary of the Bagne going his rounds, passed near me, 
and I begged leave to speak to him in private. “ What do 
you want?’* said he. ^'llave you any complaint to make? 
Speak, my man; speak out, and I will do you justice.** En- 
couraged by the kindness of this language, I said, “Good sir, 
you SCO before you . a second example of an honest criminal. 
You may perhaps remember that on coming here, I told you 
that T was put in my brother*s place. I do not accuse him ; 
I am even pleased at tliinking he was ignorant of the crime 
imputed to him ; but it was he, who, under my name, was con- 
demned by the court at Douai ; he escaped from the Bagne at 
Brest, and now, having reached England, he is free, and I, the 
victim of a sad mistake, must submit to punishment. Alas ! 
how fatal to me has been our resemblance ! 

“ Without this circumstance, I should not have been taken 
to Bic^tre ; the keeper would not have sworn to niy person. 
In vain have I begged for an inquiry; it is because their test!* 
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mony has be«r received, that an identity is allowed which doei 
not exist. But the error is consummated, and I have much to 
bewail ! I know that it is not with you to alter a decision from 
which their is no appeal, but it is a favour you may grant to 
me : to he sure of me, I am placed in a cell with suspected 
men, whore 1 am with a herd of robbers, assassins, and hard- 
eiK'd ruffians. At every moment I tremble at the recital of 
crimes which liave been committed, as well as at the hopes of 
those who are plotting others, to be perpetrated the moment, if 
it ever arrives, they shall get free from their fetters. Ah ! I 
beg you, in the name of every sentiment of humanity, to leave 
me no longer amongst a set of such abandoned miscreants. 
Put me in a dungeon, load me with chains, do with me what- 
ever you will, but do not leave me any longer with them. If I 
have endeavoured to escape, it has been only that 1 might get 
away from such a sink of infamy. (At this moment I turned 
tmvards the convicts). You may see, sir, hew ferociously they 
gaze at mo ; they already prepare to make me repent of what 
1 am saying to you ; they pant, they burn, to bathe their hands 
in my blood: once more 1 conjure you, do not give me up to 
the vengeance of these atrocious monsters.” 

During this discourse, the convicts were petadlied with as- 
tonishment ; they could not conceive that one of their com- 
rades would thus upbraid them in their very teeth ; the com- 
missary himsedf did not know what to think of such a step'; he 
was silent, and 1 saw that 1 had touched him deeply. Then 
til rowing myself at his feet, with tears in my eyes, I added, 

Pity me; if you refuse me, if you go without removing me 
from this room you shall never see me again.” These words 
produced the de.sircd effect The commissary, who was a 
worthy man, had me unloosed in his presence, and gave orders 
that I should be placed with the working convicts. I was 
yoked with a man named Salesse, a Gascon, as knavisli as a 
convict may he. The tlrst time we were alone, he asked me if 
I intended to escape. I have no thoughts of it,” replied I, 
“I am but too glad that they allow rne to work.” But Jossas 
possessed tny secret, and he arranged all for my escape. I had 
a plain dress which I concealed under my galley clothes with- 
out the knowledge even of my yoke-fellow. A moving screw 
had supplied the place of the rivet in my fetters, and I was 
ready to start. The third day after leaving my companions I 
went out to labour, and presented myself before the argousin ; 
‘‘ Get along, good-for-nought,” said father Mathieu, it is 
not time.” I was in thfe rope-room, and the place appeared 
propitious. I told my companion that I had a call of nature. 
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^-ind he pointed out some pieces of wood behind which I couIiV 
gOy and lie was scarcely out of sif^ht, when throwing; off rny red 
shirt, and taking out the screw, I ran towards the basin. The 
frigate la Meuron was then under repair, which had brought 
Buonaparte and nis suite from Egypt. T went on board aiul 
asked for the master carpenter, whom I knew to he in the 
hospital. The cook, whom I accosted, took me for one of the 
n('\v crew. I was rejoiced at this, and to confirm the idea, as 1 
knew him to be a man of Auvergne, by liis accent, I began 
conversing with him in his own provincial dialect, and in a tone 
of much assurance, although I was on thorns the whole time ; f u 
forty couples of convicts were at work close to us. They might 
recognise me in a moment. A cargo soon set off for the town, 
and I jumped into the boat, when, seizing an oar, 1 rowa d 
away hke an old sailor, and we soon reached Toulon. Aiixiom; 
to reach the country 1 went to the Italian gate, but no one w/e; 
allowed to go out without a green card givin by ihc' magi'- - 
trates, and I was refused egress, and whilst I was tbinkitig liow 
I could get out, I beard the tline reports of the cannon which 
announced my escape. At this moment a tremor pervaded al! 
my limbs ; already did 1 see myself in the powc'r of the :ir~ 
gousins, and all the police of the Bagnc. T plctmrd myself 
ill presence of the excellent commissary, whom 1 liarl so 
basely deceived. If I were taken I must he lost. Thes(' s;-;l 
reflections coming over me, I walked away in liasU', and 
that I might avoid a crowd, betook myself to tlie ram})arts. 

On reaching a solitary spot, 1 walked very slowly like a man 
who, not knowing whither to bend his ste])s, is full of cons,- 
deration, when a female cceosted me, end .'i>lu’d me in pro\ii!- 
cial French what the hour '.vas; I told hrr tliat I did m.t kn^ u. 
and she then began talking of the weather, and conclud'd 
by asking me to «accompany her home ; it iwS only a few yards 
hence, she added, and no one will see us. The opportunity cf 
finding a place of refuge w^as too propitious to he refused, 
and I followed my conductress to a sort of small inn, wlieu I 
sent for some refreshment. Whilst we were conversing toge- 
ther, three other cannon shots were heard. Ah,'’ cried the 
girl, with an air of satisfaction, “ there is a second escape to- 
day.” What!” said I, my lass, does that please you? 
Should not you like to get the reward ? ” I, why you can- 
not know much of me.'* . **Bah, bah,” I replied, “ fifty francs 
are always worth earning, and if I swear to you that if one of 

these fellows fall into my clutches ” You- are a 

wretch ! V she said, making a gestufe*of indignation. ‘‘ I am 
only a poor girl, but Celcstine would never eat the bread 
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earned by means so despicnblc.” At these words, pronounced 
yiith an accent of truth which left no douht on my mind ot 
her sincerity, I did net hesitate to confide niy secret to her. 
As soon as 1 had informed her that I was a convict, 1 c?ninot 
cxpri’ss how much slie appeared interested in iny fate. “ iMori 
she said, “ they -are so much to he pitied ; I would 
save tlicni all, and liave already saved many then, after 
];ausiji" for an instant, as if to consider. “ Let me niana/^c 
it,” she then added ; “ 1 have a lover who has a green card, I 
will borrow It fiom him, and you shall use it, and, once out of 
the city, yo\i can deposit it under a stone which I will point 
out to you, and in tlie interim, as we are not in security here, 
i vvil] take you to ttiy aparlnunit.” On reaching tliis, slie tohl 
tne tliat she must leave me for :i moment. “ I must tell my 
iover,” said site, “and will speedily return.” AVonu'tj are 
sometimes mOvSt adinirahle actresses, and, in spite of iier kind 
protc'statieiis, I feared some treachery. Perhaps Celestinc was 
going t<> (lenomice toe ; she had not reached the street, wiicn 
i ran down the staircase. “ Well, well,” cried the girl, *‘ do 
not lt\ar. If you mistrust me, come along witli me.” I 
ihouglit it most prudent to w'ateli her, and we walked away 
together, wliitlier 1 km w not. Scarcely had we gone ten yards, 
wIiLoi we met a Auu'rai procession. “ Follow tiie burial,” 
said my protectress, “ and you will (?scnpc and before I liftd 
time to thank her, she disappeared. The followers uoc 
numerous, and 1 mixed amongst the crowd of assistants, and, 
tliat I might not he thought a slrauger at the ceremony, I 
entered into conversation with an old sailor, from whose 
eommunieations I soon learnt liow to utter a few well-timed re- 
marks on file virtues of the defunct. 1. was soon convinced 
that Celestine had not betrayed me. When I b'ft tlie ram- 
parts beiiind me, i\hich it had been of sueli paramount im~ 
jjortance for me tv> jiass, I almost wept l\>i' joy ; hut that I 
might not betray myself, .1 still kc}»t up a strain of suitable 
lamentations. 

On rcaclting the cemetery T advanc(‘d in iuy turn to the 
edge of the grave, and after having cast a handful of earth 
on tlie cotfin, I separated from the company by taking a 
circuitous patli. I walked on for many hours without losing 
sight of Toulon, and about five o’clock in the evening, just as 
I was enttu'ing a grove of firs, I saw a man armed with a gun- 
As he was well clad, and had a game-bag, my first thouglit was 
that he was a huntsman : but observing the hut of a jiistoi 
projecting from his girdle, I feared that 1 had met with one? 
of those Provencals, who, at the sound of the cannon, always 
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«couv the country in search of the runaway galley-slavea. If 
my fears were just, flight was unavailing ; and it was per- 
haps best to advance rather than retreat. This I did, and 
on approaching him sufficiently close to be on my guard 
in case he should show any hostilities, I asked tlie road 
to Aix. 

** Do yovi want the liigh-road or the hy-way ? ” said lie, 
■with peculiar emphasis. 

“ Oh, either, no matter which,” I answered ; hoping hy my 
indifference to remove his suspicions. 

** In that case, follow this path, it leads to the station of 
the gendarmes ; and if you do not like travelling alone, you 
can avail yourself of the escort.” 

At the word “ gendarmes ” I tiiriu'd pale, and the stranger, 
perceiving the effect his words had produced, add(*d, 
come; I see you are not over anxious to travel on the iiigli- 
way. AVell, if you are not in a very great Iuut}’, 1 will 
conduct you to the village of Pourieres, which is not two 
leagues from Aix.” 

He seemed so well acquainted with the localities, that f 
availed myself of liis offer, and consented to follow him. 
Then, without stirring, he pointed out a el urn p of hushes, 
where he bid me awuiit his joining me. Two hours passed 
before he finished his guard, ami he then came to me. — 

Get up/' said he. 1 obeyed, and Avlicii I tliouglit myself 
in the thickest of the wood, I found myself at tlie borders 
of it, about fifty paces from a bouse, in front of wliieb were 
seated several gendarnr*s. At tbe sight of their uniforms, I 
started, ** Wlint ails you, man ? ” asked my g'dde ; “ do yrni 
think I would betray you? If you fear anything, take these 
and defend yourself;” at the same time ofleriug me his 
pistols, which 1 refused. Well, well he added, and squeezed 
my hand, to testify how mucli lie was satisfied with my con- 
fidence. 

Concealed hy the hushes wdilch skirted our path, we stopped. 
1 could not comprehend the motive of a halt so near the 
enemy. Our stay was protracted till nightfal, when we saw 
approaching from Toulon a mail, escorted hy four gendarmes, 
who were relieved by the same number from the brigade 
whovse vicinity had so much alarmed me. The mail proceeded 
on its journey, and was soon out of sight. My companion 
then taking my arm, said in an under-tone, “ Let us start, 
nothing can be done to-day.” 

We then walked «ivay in an opposite direction for about an 
liour, and my guide going op to a tree, clasped the trank in 
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his li.'iiuls, and I saw that he was counting the number ol 
notches cut by a knife — “ Good, good he ejaculated wdth 
an air of satisfaction, w'hich w'as to me inexplicable, and 
taking from his game-bag a piece of bread, which he di- 
vided with me, he then gave me a bottle, whence I drank 
with pleasure. The collation could not have been more op- 
portune, for 1 was in want of something to recruit my strength. 
In spite of the darkness, wc walked so fast that I w^as tired, 
and my feet, long unused to exercise, had become so painful 
tljat I was going to declare it impossible for me to proceed 
farther, when a village clock struck three. “ Gently/’ said 
my guide, stooping and placing his ear on the ground; do 
as I do, and listen ; with this cursed Tolish legion one must 
be always on the watch. I3id you hear nothing?” I replied 
tliat I thought 1 heard the footsteps of a body of men. 
“Yes,” he added, ‘Mt is they; stir not on your life, or we shall 
be taken.” lie had scarcely spoken, when a patrol guard came 
towards the thicket in which we were concealed. “ Did you 
see anything, you fellows ?” said some one in a low tone.— 
“Nodung, Serjeant.” 

“Parhlcu! I thought so ; it is as dark as an oven. This 
devil of a llouian, whom heaven’s thunders crush I To make 
UvS travel all night like wolves in a wood ! Ah, if ever I find 
him, or any of his gang !” 

“Quivive? (who goes there ?)’* cried a soldier, suddenly. 

“"What do you see?” said the serjoanl. — ‘‘ISotliing; hut 
I heard a breathing on this side,” and he indicated the si)ot 
wliere we were.^. 

“Stuff! you are dreaming. You arc so much alarmed 
about Roman, that you think that you always have him in 
your cartridge-box.” 

Two other soldiers assorted that they had heard the same. 

“Hold your tongues,” replied the serjeant. “ I see there is 
nobody, and we must once more, according to custom, return 
to Pouricrcs without having ti’apped our game. Come, my 
lads, it is time to be off.” The patrol seemed disposed to 
retreat. “Jtisarw.sf de guerre ” said my companion. “I 
know they will beat the wood and return upon us in a semi- 
circle," 

It was now* necessary that I should be firm and composed. 
Are you fearful ? ” i'aid my guide. 

** This is no time for fear,” 1 replied. 

“ Well then, follow me ; here are my pistols ; when I fire, 
do you tlie same, so that the four shots only sound like ono 
report. Now, fire.” 
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The four shots were fired, and we then run with all speeds, 
without being pursued. The fear of tailing into an amhuscade 
had made the soldiers come to a halt, but we did not pause 
from our flight. On getting near an isolated hut, the stranger 
said to me, “ ft is now daylight, and we are safe : ** and then 
leaping the pales of the garden, he took a key from iho 
hollow trunk of a tree, and opening the door of the cot wc 
immediately entered. 

An iron lamp, placed on the mantel-piece, lighted up a 
plain and rustic a})artment. I only observed in a corner a 
barrel, containing, as 1 thought, gunpowder, and near it on a 
shelf was a quantity of gun- cartridges. A woman’s attire 
placed on a chair wltli one of those large black bats worn by 
the proven^al peasants, indicated the presence of a Kleejjing 
female, whose heavy breathing reached our lu^ars. Whilst I 
threw a rapid glance about me, my guide })roduced from an 
old trunk a quarter of a kkl, some onions, oil, and a bottle of 
wine : he invited me to partake of a repast, of wliich 1 felt iu 
the greatest need. He seemed very desirous of interrogating 
me, hut 1 ate v/ith so much appetite tliat I bclitve he felt a 
scruple of conscience in intcrruptuig me. When 1 hadhnished, 
wliich was not whilst anything remained on the tabh', he led 
me to a sort of loft, assuring me that I was in perfect safety, 
and tlun left me before i could ask if ho was going to stay in 
the hut ; but scarcely had I stretched myself out on the straw 
when a heavy sleep took possession of all my faculties. 

When I awoke I judged by the height of the sun that it was 
two o’clock. A female pt*as:int, doubtlessly the same whose 
apparel 1 had seen, warn'‘d by my movements, showed horliead 
at the opening of the door of my garret. — “Do not stir,” 
said she in a provenc?a] dialect, “the environs are full of 
sa})ins (gendarmi s) who are examining every place.” 1 did 
not know' what she meant by “ sapins,” hut I guessed that it did 
not refer to anything very propitious for me. 

At twilight I saw my new friend of the previous evening, who. 
after some trifling conversation, asked me point-blank who 1 
was, whence 1 came, and whither 1 was going. Prepared for 
tliese unavoidable questions, I replied that I was a deserter 
from the -ship Ocean, then in the roadstead at Toulon, that 
I was going to Aix, whence I hoped to get to my own 
country. 

That is all very good,” said my host. “ I see who you are; 
hut do you know who I am V* 

I’faith, to tell the honest truth, I first took you for a 
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patrol ; afterwards I took you for a leader of snni;:glers — and 
now I do not know what to think.’* 

‘‘You s]\al] know', then. In our country we are brave 
enough, you see, but object to be made soldiers on compulsion 
“-so we did not comply with the requisition when we could do 
anytlung to avoid it. The quota selected in Pouriercs even 
refused to march at all when called upon. The gendarmes 
came to compel the refractory, and they resisted. Men w'cre 
kilhd on both sides: and all the townsmen who participated 
in the affray betook themselves to the woods to escape a court- 
martial. We tluis met, aixt}^ in number, undtT the orders of 
M. llomfiii and the brothers Bisson de Tretz : if you like to 
remain with us I shall be glad, for last night’s experience tells 
me that you are a man of mould, and 1 advise you not to he iu 
any fear about gendarmes. Besides, we wumt for notliing, and 
rii:i hut little risk. 'J'he country people inform us of all that 
l^asses, and give us provisions Come, will you join us 

1 did not judge it wise to reject the proposition.; and, with- 
ont reiiectltig on the eonsequenecs, I answered as he wished. 
1 stayed two days at the hut, and on the third set out wdth niy 
companion, armed with a carbine and two pistols. After many 
Inuirs’ walking ov<u- mountains covered with w’ood, we reached 
a tint larger than that we had quitted: it was the liead-cjuarters 
of Koinan. I wanted a moment at the door for iny guide to 
announce me. lie soon returned, and introduced me to a 
larp'e a])annient, v\Ijere I s;uv about forty persons, the greater 
numljer of wlioin were grouped about a man who, by his ap- 
]/earnnce, half-rusflc, half-citizen, might have passed fora rich 
c'ountry proprietor, 1 was presented to this personage, who 
said to me, “ I am delighted to see you: 1 liave heard of your 
coolness, and know your worth. If you w'ill share our perils, 
you shall find friendshi]) and freedom: we do not know you, 
but you have a face which would command friends everywhere. 
To sum up all, our men arc honourable and brave — for probity 
and honour are our mottos.” After this discourse, which 
could only be addressed to me by Roman, the brothers Bisson, 
and 11 ) 01 ) all the trooj), gave me the embrace of brotherhood. 

Such w'as my reception iti tliis society, to whicli its leader 
attributed a political intent; hut it is certain, that after begin- 
ning, like the Chouans, to stop the diligences which conveyed 
the state monies, Roman had begun to plunder travellers.. The 
inutineers who composed his band had at first much reluctance 
in commitiing tlicse robberies; but habits of an unsettled life, 
idleness, and especially the difficulty of returning to their 
homes, soon removed all scruples. 
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The day after my arrival, Koman appointed me to conduct 
six men to the environs of Saint Maximin. I did not know 
the purport of the mission. About midnight, on reiiohing tlie 
borders of a small, thicket that skirted the road, we ensconced 
ourselves in a ravine. Roman’s lieutenant, Bisson de Tretz, 
recommended »bsf)lute silence. The wheels of a carriage were 
soon heard, and it passed us. Bisson looked out cautiously, 
and said, “ It is the Nice diligence; that will not do for us ; it 
has more soldiers than ducats.” He then ordered us to re- 
treat, and we regained the hut : when Ilouian, enraged at see- 
ing us return empty-handed, swore loudly, exclaiming, “ Well, 
well! they shall pay for thiis to-inorrovv.” 

It was no longer possible for me to deceive myself as to the 
association to wliich I belonged : I had decidedly fallen in with 
that famous bajid of highwaymen who were spreading terror 
throughout IVovencc. If 1 fell into the hands of justice — a 
fugitive galley-slave — 1 could hardly hope for that pardon 
which might he granted even to the troop with which 1 was 
mingled. Reflecting on all the difficulties of my situation, I 
was tempted to escape them by flight ; but, so recciilly en- 
rolled, how was it possible, to evade the strict scrutiny with 
which they regarded rue? On the other hand, to express any 
desire of withdrawing myself from the confederacy would only 
have provoked a suspicion fatal to my purpose or safety. 
Alight I not be considered as a spy, and be shot as such ? 
Death and infamy threatened me whichever way 1 turned. In 
the midst of these pt.rplexHies to which I was a prey, my only 
idea was to sound the man who had first efficcted my introduc- 
tion amongst my comrades ; and, with as much apparent in- 
dilference as I could assume, 1 inquired if it would not be 
passible to obtain from our captain leave of absence for a few' 
days ? The man looked at rnc with an air of cunning and sus- 
picion i “Yes, friend,'* said he, “ such favours are sometimes 
obtained, when our chief know's w'ell the person to whom he 
grants them." This said, he turned upon his heel, and left 
me to rack my brain anew for some happier device to effect 
my liberty than this had proved. 

I had now been upwards of eleven days with these bandits, 
each day more fully resolved to withdraw myself from the 
honour of their exploits, when, one night that I had fallen 
asleep through excessive fatigue, 1 was suddenly aroused by 
an extraordinary noise ; I listened, and discovered tliat the 
confusion which had broken my rest was occasioned by one of 
the troop having been ro))be(i of a purse heavy with n'-aiiy 
years* booty : to my consternation 1 found that, as being the 
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last comer amongst them, their suspicions were directed to me. 
They surrounded me and formally accused me of having stolen 
the purse ; the cry was unanimously against me, and drowned 
iTiy protestations of innocence ; they insisted upon searching 
iny person. I had Jain down in my clothes, \^}iich a hundred 
hands were ready to strip oft me. What were their surprise, 
anger, and astonishment, at perceiving on my shoulder the 
brand of a galley-slave! “A galley-slave exclainjcd the 
captain. “ A galley-slave amongst us ! lie can only he 
here as a spy ; knock him on the liead, or slioot him, that 
will be soonest done.” I heard the click of the muskets pre- 
paring to obey this last order. ■** One moment,” exclaimed 
the chief ; ‘ilet him, before he dies, make restitution of the lost 
money,” “Yes,” said I to him, “ the money sliall be restored, 
but on condition that you grant me a few minutes’ private 
conversation.” He consented to listen to what 1 had to say, 
under the idea that now' I should make a full confession ; but 
the moment I found myself alone with him, 1 protested anew 
that I was entirely innocent of the allair, and suggested an 
expedient for discovering the culprit, the idea of which was 
drawn from a work I had read of Berquin’s. IMy plan was 
acceded to, and the captain returned to liis men, holding as 
many straws in his hand as there were individuals present. 
“ Observe mo well,” said he to them ,* “ the longest of these 
straws will fall into tlie hands of him who is guilty,” 

The drawing began, each man in silence plucked out a 
straw ; hut wlien it had concluded, the straws were returned 
to the captain, and his troop looked with curious eagerness 
for the result. 

One alone was found shorter than tlie others. A man 
named Joseph d’Osiolles presented it. “You are then the 
thief I” exclaimed the captain. “ Every straw was of the same 
length ; you have shortened yours, and thus criminated your- 
self.” Joseph was searched, and the stolen purse found hid in 
his belt. 

My justification was complete ; the whole troop acknow- 
ledged my innocence ; and the captain, whilst he souglit rr 
excuse the violence to which I had been subjected, added, that 
I must no longer form part of his band. “ It is a sad piece 
of ill luck for you,” said he ; “ but you must feel that, hawing 

been at the galleys He did not complete the sentence 

but, putting iifteen louis in my hands, he compelled rne to 
promise silence as to all I had seen or heard for the next 
twenty-five days. 

I was prudent, and faithful to my engagement. 



CHAPTER XIV. 


After the daiijrc'is 1 liad iiii(k*rgoiie wjiilst reniai/iing viitli 
,Korn;in and liis band, some idea may be formed of the joy 
which r experienced on quitting them. It was evident tlial 
tiic government, once detcnninatcly sqttled, would adopt the 
most efficacious measures for insuring the safety of the in- 
t(‘rior. The remains of tlie bauds, which, under ihc name of 
“Chevaliers du Soleii, or the Compagnie de Jesus/* owed 
their formation to a political reactiv)n, deferrcMl indefinitely, 
could not fail to he destroyed as soon as was desired. The 
only honesi excuse for their brigandage — royal istn — no longer 
existed; and although lliver, Lcpietre, lUuihmger, Bastide, 
.Tanscin, and other “ sons of the family,’^ nnule a boast of at- 
tacking the couriers, because they found tlieir proht in it, it 
began to be no longer i»' good taste to think that it was ejuito 
correct to approyrriate to oneself the money of tin; state. All 
the inrroyahlca who had thought it a service to clu ck, pistol in 
hand, the circulation of desp.'tchcs and the collection of the 
imposts, withdrew now to their firesides; and those who. had 
profiled by their exertions, or wished for oliicr reasons to be 
forgotten, betook themselves to a distance fi'om the scene of 
their exploits. In fact, order was re-establislu d, and tlie time 
was at liand when robbers, whatever miglit he their pretext or 
motive, were no longer to be tolen.ted. I slionld have been 
very desirous, under such circumstances, to have enrolled 
myself in a band of robbers, only, the infamy of such a pro- 
et'rlure apart, I should have been kept from it by the cettainty 
of being speedily brought to the scaffold. But another 
thought animated me; 1 wished to avoid, at any cost, tlie 
opportunities and means of commitiing crimes : I wished to 
be free I knew not how this wish was to be realized, nor did it 
matter; my ilelcrmiiiation waiS made, and I bad, as they say, 
marked a ciors on the prison. In basic to get at a consider- 
able distance, I took tlie road to Lyons-, avoiding tlie high 
road, until 1 rcaelicd tlie environs of Orange; there 1 fell in 
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with sonii' Provencal waggfoncrs, whose j)ackagTS soon revealed 
to ino that they were about to take the same road as myself, f 
entered into coversation with them ; and as they appeared to 
me to he heart}' jovial fellows, 1 did not hesitate to tell them 
iliat 1 was a deserh r, and that they would serve mo materially 
if, to aid me in avoidings the vigilance of the gendarmes, they 
would agree to bestow their patronage on me. This proposal 
did not surprise tliein, and it even seemed as if they had sus- 
p( et('d that I should claim their protection and secresy. At 
this period, and ])arti(Hilaily in tl)e south, it was not rare to 
meet with fine fellows, who had left their colours and com- 
mitted themselves to tlic care of Heaven. It was then very 
natural to take my word, and the waggoners received me 
kindly ; and some money which 1 displayed, as if by chance, 
completi'd the interest whicli 1 liad already excited. It was 
agreed lliat 1 should pass for the son of the person who had 
these coin tyanees in charge. I was accordingly clothed with 
a smock-frock, and was supposed to be making my first 
journey. 1 was deccirated willi ribands and nosegays, emblem* 
whicb at eaeb ])ul)lie-iu)usc procured for me the congratulation 
of all the inmates. 

A new “John of Paris, 1 filled my part very well ; but 
tb(' donations necessary to suj'port it adequately made such 
inroads on my purse, that, on reacliing the guilloticre, wdiere I 
was, to leave my party, I only had twcnty-eiglit sous left. 
Having w'andered about fof some time in tlio dirty and dark 
ptr('( ts of the second city in France, I remarked, in the Rue 
cb s (,luatrc-Cha})eaux, a sort of tavern where 1 thought that I 
iniglit procure a supper commensurate with my finances. 1 
was n()t mistaken ; tlie supper was light enough, and soon 
dtsiiatclied. To remain liungry is indeed a dis.agreeable thing; 
and r.ot to know wliere to find shelter for one’s head is cqually 
annoying. When 1 had wiped my knife, which, however, had 
not been much engaged, I was reflecting that 1 must pass the 
night under the canopy of lieaveii, when at a table near to 
mine, I heard a conversation in that bastard German so much 
spoken in some districts of the Melhcrlands, and with which I 
was well acquainted. The speakers were a man and w'oman 
about to retire, and whom I found to be Jews. Informed 
that at Lyons, as in many other towns, thfjse people kept 
turnisbed bouses, in which they received smugglers, I asked if 
they could direct me to a public- house. I could not have 
addressed myself to better persons ; for they were lodging 
keepers, and offered to become my hosts, which, on agreeing 
to, I accompanied them. Six beds were in the room in which 

11 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCa. 


m 

I was placed, none of which were occupied, although it was tea 
o'clock, and I fell asleep under the idea that I should have no 
companions in my room. 

On awaking, I heard the following conversation in a slang 
language which was familiar to me. 

“It is half-past six," said a voice, which was not unknown to 
me, “ and you lie snoring still." 

“Well, and wliai then ? We wanted to break open the old 
goldsmith’s shop to-night, hut he was on lus guard, and we 
ought to have given him a few inches of cold steel, and then 
the blood would have flowed." 

“Ah ha! but you fear the guillotine too much. But that 
is not the way to go to w ork to get the money." 

“ I would rather murder on the highway, than break open 
shops; the gendarmes arc always at your heels." 

“ Well, then, you have got no booty ; and yet there were 
snuff-boxes, watches, and gold chains enough. The Jew will 
have no business to-day." 

“ No ; the false key broke in llie lock, the citizen cried for 
help, and we had to run for it. . . 

“ HoMa ! " said a third person ; “ do not wag your tongues 
80 fast ; there is a man in bed, w'ho may be listening." 

The advice was too late, but it silenced them, and I half- 
opened iny eyes .to see the faces of my companions ; but my 
bed being very lc)w% I could not perceive them. I remained 
quiet, that they might suppose me*- asleep ; when one of the 
speakers having arisen, I recognised him as an escaped pri- 
soner from Toulon, named Nevtu, who had left some days 
before me. His comrade jumped out of bed, and him I knew 
to be Cadet-Paul, another fugitive ; a tliird, and then a 
fourth arose, and I knew them all then to he galley-slaves, 

I almost fancied myself in my room, No. 3, At length I 
got up from my bed, and scarcely had I put foot on the 
floor, when they all exclaimed “ ’Tis Vidocq I " They sur- 
rounded and congratulated me. One of the robbers, Charles 
Deschamps, who had escaped a few days after me, told me, 
that the whole Bagno were full of admiration at my boldness 
and success. Nine o’clock having struck, they conducted 
me to breakfast, where we joined the brothers Quin^t, etc. 
They overwhelmed me with kindnesses, procured me money, 
clothes, and even a mistress. 

I was here situated precisely as 1 had been at Nantes, but 
l.was not more desirous of following the profession of my 
friends than I had been in Bretagne ; but until I had a re- 
mittance from my mother I must live somehow. 1 thought 
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I might manage to support myself for a time without labour, 
I proposed most determinately only to receive subsisten 
from the robbers ; butjmajn,,pri4>oses and Gpd Th 

fugitives, discontented that 1, under various pretext 
always avoided joining their daily plundering parties, at on 
denounced me, to get rid of a troublesome witness, wh 
might become dangerous. They imagined that 1 sliould 
escape, as a matter of coarse, and relied, that once known by 
the police, and having no refuge but with their band, I should 
then unite myself to their party. In this circumstance, as in 
all others of a similar kind, in which 1 have been found, if 
they were so desirous of my companionship, it was because 
they had a higli opinion of my penetration, my adroitness, 
and particularly of my strength, — a valuable qiufiity in a 
profession in which proht is too often attained by peril. 

Arrested at Adele JlulTin’s, in the passage Saint Come, I 
was taken to the jtrisou of lloanne, where 1 learnt troin my 
examination that 1 had been sold. In the rage which tliis 
discovery threw me into, I took a sudden step, which w'as in 
a measure my introduction to a career entirely new to me. 
1 wrote to M. Dubois, conunissary- general of the police, re- 
questing a private interview, and the same evening l„W”as 
conducted to liis private closet. Having explained my situa- 
tion to him, I ollercd to put him in the way ol‘ seizing the 
brothers Quine t, then pursued for having assassinated tlie wife 
of a mason, I proposed besides to point out the means of 
apprehending all the persons, lodging as well at the Jew^s as 
at Cajfin’s, the joiner’s. In return, 1 only asked for liberty 
to quit Lyons. M, Dubois had doubtless been before the 
dupe of such proposals, and 1 saw that he hesitated to trust 
mo. ‘‘You doubt my word,” said 1 to him: ’‘should you 
still suspect me if 1 should escape on my way back to prison, 
and return and surrender myself as your prisoner : ‘ — “ Ko," 
he replied, “ "Well, then, you shall soon see me again, pro- 
vided that you consent not to give my guards any additional 
orders for my security.” He agreed, and 1 went aw’ay ; hut 
en arriving at the corner of the street, I knocked down the 
two tipstalfs, who had each an arm of mine, and regained the 
Hotel de Ville with all possible speed, where I found M, 
Dubois, who was greatly surprised at my prompt re- appear- 
ance ; but certain from that that he might rely on 'me, I was 
allowed to go at liberty. 

' The next day I saw' the Jew, whoso name was Vidal, who 
directed me to a house, where, he said, my friends had gone 
to live, and thither I went. They knew of my escape ; bu| 
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as thry hnd no idi :i of my nndcrstanding with the coinniisfiary- 
ffeneraJ of police, and did not think tliat I knew who liad 
directed the blow which struck me, they gave me a very 
cordial reception. During the conversation, 1 gathered details 
from the brothers Quin^t, which I transmitted to M. Duhois 
ihe same evening and who, convinced of my sincerity, re- 
ported my conduct to M. Gaiiier, secretary-generaj of the 
pclicc. I gave this gentleman all necessary informalioji, 
and must say that he acted on liis part with much tact and 
activity. 

I'wo days hcforc they commenced operations, as 1 had 
advised, on Vidal’s house, 1 thought it expedient that 1 
should be again arrested. I was again conducted to the 
prison of Roanne, w'herc the next day Vidal, Coffin, and many 
others, whotn they had caught in the same snare, were brought 
in. 1 was at first kept from communicating with them, be- 
cause I had ll^ought it best that T should be put ‘‘ au secret.” 
Wlicn I was released from it, at the end of several days, to 
join the other prisoners, I pretfiuled much surprise at lin(ii)ig 
all the party there; none np])e.ired to have the least idea of 
the part which i had played. JMeveu alone regarded me w’ifh 
distrust; and on my demanding the cause, ho said, that by 
the way in which they bad been pursued and interrogated, he 
could not help suspecting that t was the denouncer. I 
feigned much indignation, and fearing that this opinion might 
he disseminated, 1 asseinhled the prisoners, and iirfonning 
them ol N even’s suspicions, I demanded if they thought me 
capable of selling my comrades ? and on their answering in 
the negative, Neveu was compelled to apologise (o me. It 
was important to me that these suspicions sliould he thus 
destroyed; for 1 knew that certain death would be my doom 
if they had been confirmed. There had been many instances 
at Jloanne of this distributive justice, wliich the prisoner# 
exercised towards one another. One named Moisscl, sus- 
pected of having given information relative to a robbery of 
church plate, had been knocked on the head in the court, 
without the assassin being detected. More recently, another 
individual, accused of a similar indiscretion, had been found 
one morning hung with a straw band at the bars of his 
window, and the perpetrator was never discovered. 

In the meantime M. Dubois sent for me to his closet, 
where, to avoid suspicion, the other prisoners were conducted 
with me, as if about to undergo au examination. I entered 
first and the commissary- general told me that many very 
expert robbers had arrived at Lyons from Paris, and the more 
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daTip:eroua, as, being supplied with regular credentials, they 
might wait in safety for the opportunity of making some de^ 
cided stroke, and then immediately go away. The names by 
which they were mentioned, were then entirely new to me; and 
1 told M. Dubois so, adding that possibly they might bo false. 
lie wished to release me immediately, that by seeing these 
individuals in some public place, I might assure myself 
whether I had ever seen them before : but I observed to him, 
that so abrupt a liberation would certainly compromise me 
with the prisoners, in case that the good of the service should 
require me again to be entered as prisoner on the jailor’s 
books. The reflection appeared just ; and it was agreed that 
they should devise a means of sending me away tlie next day 
without incurring suspicion. 

Neveu, who was amongst the prisoners, was also examined 
after me in the commissary’s closet. After some minutes he 
came out in a rage, and I asked him what had happened. 

** ^Vhat do you think ? ” said he, “ the old covey wanted me 
to turn nose on the cracksmen who have just arrived. If they 
find no one to blow them but me, they are all right.” 

“Why, I did not think you such a flat,” said 1, the idea 
flashing on my mind, that I might turn this to advantage ; “ 1 
have promised to blow the gang, and insure them a lodging in 
the stone jug.” 

“What! you turned nose? Besides, you are not fly to the 
gang.” 

“ Wliat matters that ? I shall get out of quod, and show 
them my heeks, whilst you are still clinking the darbies.” 

Neveu appeared struck with the idea, and expressed much 
regret for having refused the offers of the commissary-general; 
and as I could not get rid of him, I begged him to ret\irn to 
M. Dubois and recal his refusal. lie agreed ; and as I had 
arranged, w’e were one evening conducted to the great theatre; 
then to the Celestiris, where Neveu pointed out to me all the 
men. We then retired, escorted by the police agents, who 
kept close upon us. For the success of my plan, and to avoid 
.suspicion, it was expedient to make the attempt to escape, 
which would at least confirm the hope which I had given to 
my companion, and I told him of my intention. On passing 
Hue Merciere, we entered abruptly into a passage and closed 
the door ; and whilst the officers ran to the other end, we went 
out quietl}’^ by the way we had entered. When they returned, 
ashamed of their stupidity, we were already at a considerable 
distance. 

Two days afterwards, Neveu, who was no longer wanted, and 
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oould not suspect me, was again arrested. I, knowing then 
the robbers whom we wanted, pointed them out to the poUce- 
ofilcers in a church, where they had one Sunday assembled, in 
the hope of making a good booty on the termination of the 
prayers. Being no longer useful to the authorities, I then 
quitted Lyons to go to Paris, wdierc, tlianks to M. Duhois, 
was sure of arriving in safety. 

I set out on tlu Burgundy road by the diligence, which then 
only travelled by d ^y. At Lucy-lc-Bois, where I slept with 
the other travellers, I was forgotten; and on waking, learnt 
that the vcliicle had bf*en gone two hours. I trusted to over- 
take it, in consequci e<. of the ruggedness of the road, whieli 
is vei7 steep in these districts ; but on reaching Saint Brice, I 
was convinced that it was too 'much in advance to allow of iny 
overtaking it, and I acc"()rdingly slackened iny pace. A p'n*- 
son who was travelling in the same direction, seeing rue in a 
great heat, looked attentively at me, and asked me if 1 had come 
from Lucy-le-Bois; and on my replying in the atfirmative, our 
conversation rested there. This man stopped at Saint Briee, 
whilst I pushed on to Auxerre. Spent with fatigue, I entered 
an inn, wdiere, after having dined, I desired to be conducted 
to a bed. 

I slept for several hours, when I was awakened by a great 
noise at my door, at which some persons were knocking 
violently. J got up, half-dressed, and my eyes, heavy from 
sleep, gazed, as I opened the door, on tri- coloured scarves, 
yellow trousers, and red facings. It was llie commissary o. 
police, attended by the quarter-master and gendarmes, a sight 
which 1 oould not see without some emotion. “ See how pale 
he turns,^^ said one of them ; “ it is he.*^ I raised iny eyes, 
and recognised the man who had spoken to me at Saint Brice ; 
but nothing explained to me as yet the motive of this sudden 
invasion. 

Let us proceed methodically,” said the commissary ; “ five 
feet five inches (French measure), that is right; brown hair — 
eyebrows and beard, idem — common forehead — grey eyes — 
prominent nose — good-sized mouth— found chin — full face — 
good colour — tolerably stout.” 

“ It is he,” said the quarter-master, the two gendarmes, and 
the man of Saint Brice, 

“Yes, it is indeed,” said the commissary in his turn. 
” Blue surtout — trousers of grey casimere— white waistcoat- 
black cravat” 

This v^'as my dress, certainly. 

“ Well, did I not tell you so? ” said the olILcious gtiidn of 
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the police, exulting at my capture: “he is one of the 
robbers ! ** 

The description tallied exactly with mine. But I had stolen 
nothing ; and yet in my situation I could experience all the 
disquiets of having done so. Perhaps it was a mistake; 
perhaps also , • . , The party were transported with joy. ** Peace 
said the commissary: and turning over the leaf, he continued, 
“We shall easily recognise his Italian accent. He has besides 
tlic thumb of the right liand injured by a shot.” I spoke, and 
showed my right hand, which was in a perfectly sound state. 
All the party stared ; and particularly the man of Saint Brice, 
who appeared singularly disconcerted : as for me, I felt 
relieved of an enormous weight. The commissary, whom I 
questioned in my turn, told me, that on the preceding night a 
considerable robbery had been committed at Saint Brice. 
One of the suspected individuals wore clothes similar to mine, 
and tlicre w'as a similarity of description. It was to this 
combination of circumstances, to this strange sport of fortune, 
that 1 was indebted for the disagreeable visit whicli 1 received, 
Tliey made exeust s, which I accepted with a good grace, very 
hafipy at getting off so well ; but yet, in the fear of some new 
catastrophe, 1 put myself the same evening into a packet boat, 
wliich conveyed me to Paris, whence 1 started immediately 
for Arras. 



CHAPTER XV. 


Many reasons, which may be divined, did not allow of my 
proceeding at once to my paternal abode ; and, alighting at 
the house of one of my aunts, I learnt the death of my father, 
wliich sad intelligence was soon confirmed by my mother, \v]i;> 
received me with a tenderness widely contrasling with tlie 
treatment I had exjicrienced during. the two \vurs of my 
ahscnce. She was extremely anxious to keep me witli heri 
hut it was absolutely necessary that I should be constantly 
concealed, and 1 did not leave the house for three month.*''. 
At the end of that time my confinement began to weary me, 
and I went out, sometimes under one disguise and soinctinies 
under another. I thought 1 had not been recognised, whf'ii 
suddenly a report spread through the town that 1 was there, 
and the police began to search for me, making constant visits 
to my mother, without, however, discovering the place of my 
concealment. 

Secure in my retreat, out of whieli 1 thouglit it would ])(> 
difficult to surprise me, T soon took fre sh excursions. One 
day, on Shrove Tuesday, 1 even carried my daring to sucli an 
extent as to appear at a ball, in the midst of upwards of two 
hundred person.s. I was dre.ssed as a marqui.s; and a female, 
with whom I had been on intimate terms, Iiaving recognised 
me, told another, who thought that slie had a cause of com- 
plaint against me ; so that in less than a quarter of an hour 
everybody knew under what disguise Vidocq was concealed. 
The report reached the ears of two police serjeants, Delrue 
and Carpenticr, wlio were on duty at the ball ; and the former, 
coming up to me, said in a low voice that he wished to speak 
with me in private : a refusal would have been dangerous, and 
J followed him into the court, where Delrue asked my name. 
I did not hesitate to give him a false one ; and proposed 
politely tliat he should untie my mask if he doubted me. ** T 
do not require that,” said be, “but I shall not object to loot 
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It you.” “ Well then, untie my mask, whicli lias got entan- 
gled with niy hair.” Full of certainty, iJelruc went behind 
me, and at that instant I upset him with a forcible motion of 
iny body backwards, and with a blow of my fist I sent his 
satellite rolling beside him on the earth. Without w^aiting 
until they arose, I fled with the utmost speed in the direction 
of the ramparts, relying on being able to climb over them, and 
get into the country : but scarcely had I run many paces, 
when I found myself in an alley which had been blocked up 
at one end since I had quitted Arras. 

Whilst I WMs thus wMiidering out of my w'ay, a noise of iron 
heels announced that the two serjeants were at hand ; and I 
soon saw them approach me, sword in hand. 1 was unarmed ; 
and seizing the large house kcj% as if it had been a pistol, i 
presented it at them, and compelled them to make way for me. 
“Pass quietly, Francois,” s.aid Carpentier, with a tremulous 
\oice, “ do not ]jlay any nons< use with us.” I did not want 
to he told a second time, and in a few' minutes reached my 
retreat. 

Tins adventure was noised about, and in spite of the efforts 
which the two serjeants made to conceal it, tlu'V were laughed 
.at by ever) body. What was most nimoylng to me was, that 
the aulhc/rities redoubled their vigil.'ince, so that it w'as almost 
impossible for me to go out. 1 remained thus immured for 
two months, wliich t(i me seemed as many centuries. Being 
no longer able to endure it, I resolved on quitting Arras, and 
llioy made me up a pack of lace ; and one line night, provided 
with a pass})ort, wdiich Blondel, one of my friends, had lent to 
me, I set out. The description did not answer ; but for want 
of a better, I was com])eljed to put up with that; and, in fact, 
no objection was made to me on my route, 

1 reached Paris. Whilst engaged in disposing of my com- 
modities, r made indirectly some steps towards linding out if 
it were not possible to obtain some reversal of my sentence. I 
learnt that i must, in the first instance, give myself up as a 
prisoner, but I could never resolve on again mixing with the 
wretches whom I knew so w^ell. It was not the confinement 
that 1 dreaded; I would willingly have submitted to have been 
enclosed alone between four walls ; and what proves this is, 
that I then requested leave from the ininistcr to finish the term 
of my sentence in the madhouse at Arras; but my application 
remained unanswered. 

My lacc was sold, but with so little profit that I could not 
think of turning to lliis trade as a mode of life. A travelling 
clerk, wlio lived iti the Hue Saint Marlin, in tlie same hotel as 
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I (lid, and to whom I partly stated iny situalicai, proposed that 
I should enter the service of a seller of liiKTy, who visited the 
fairs. I procured the situation, but only kept it lor ton months, 
as we had some disagreements which detennined me again to 
return to Arras. I was not long in returning to my nightly 
excursions. ‘ In the house of a young person to whom I paid 
'Some attentions, I frequently met the daughter of a gendarme, 
and endeavoured to learn from her all that was plotting against 
me. The girl did not know me ; but us in Arras I was tlie 
constant sui)ject of conversation, it was not cxtraordinaiy to 
hear her vSpeak of me, .and frequently in singular terms. 
“ Oh,’' said she to me one day, “ we sliall soon catch that vaga- 
bond ; there is our lieutenant who wants him too much not to 
catch him soon; I w’ould bet that he would give a day’s pay to 
get liold of him.” 

Jf I wTre your lieutenant, and w'anted to take Vidocn,” 
replied I, “ I would contrive that lie should not esc.apc me.” 

**YouI Oh yes, you and everybody! lie is alw'ays coin- 
j V.-tely armed. You know they said that he tired twice at Delnu' 
Jij d Carpenticr ; and that is not all, for he can change Iiiiii'M If 
into a bundle ot' hay whenever he likes.” 

“ A bundle of hay ! ” cried 1, suiqnd.sed at the novel endow- 
ment assigned to me — ‘‘ A bundle of hay ! How ? ” 

“Yes, sir; my father pursued liim one day, ami .at tlic 
moment he laid his hand ujxni his collar, lie found that he only 
held a liandlul of hay. lie did not only say it, hut all the 
brigade saw the buiulle of liay, which was burnt in tlie barrack- 
yard.” 

1 could not make oul this history*, hut learnt afterwards 
that the polices {'ill cers, not Ining able to lay liold of me, had 
given eireiiiatiini to tliis tale amongst the cn dnlous citizens of 
Arms. With llie .same motive they obligingly insinuated that 
I was the double of a certain loup-garou, whose w'onderful 
a]>pc;aranccs froze with fear the superstitious inliabitaiits ot the 
country. Tortunately, the.se terrors were not shared by some 
pretty women, whom 1 lunl interested in my favour; and if the 
demon of jealousy had not suddenly seized on one of the 
number, the authorities w’ould not perhaps have given them- 
selves so much trouble about inc, in her anger she was 
indiscreet; and the police, who did not clearly know what 
had become of me, again learnt that I was certainly in 
Arras. 

One evening as, without mistrust and only armed with a 
stick, I was returning through thelduc d'Amiens, on crossing 
the bridge at the end of the Rue des Goquets, I was attacked 
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by sevon or eight individuals. They were constables disguised; 
and, seeing my garments, were already assured of their prize, 
when, fi\;eing myself by a powerful jerk, I leapt the parapet, 
and threw myself into the river. It was in December; the 
tide was high, the current rapid, and none of the policemen 
had any inclination to follow me : they thought besides, that 
by waiting for me on the bank I should not escape them ; but 
a sewer that I found enabled me to deceive them, and 
they were still waiting for me when I was at my mother's 
bouse. 

Every day 1 experienced fresh dangers, and every day the 
most pressing necessity suggested new expedients for my pre^ 
servation. How'cver, at length, according to my custom I 
grew weary of a liberty which the compulsion of concealment 

rendered illusory. Some nuns of the llue had for some 

time harboured me* but 1 resolved on quitting their hospitable ’ 
roof, ami turned over in my mind the means of appearing in 
public v,'ithout inconvenience. Some thousands of Austrian 
prisoners were then in the citadel, whence they wtiU out to 
work with the citizens, or in the neighbouring- villages, and the 
idea occurred to me, that the presence of these strangers might 
be ust ful to me. As I spoke German, I entered into conver- 
satioji with one of them, and inspired liim with suflicient 
contidonee to confide to me his intention of escaping. This 
proje-et was favoiirahie tv) my views ; the prisoner was emhar- 
rassed witli his Kaiserlik uinhorm, and 1 olfered to exchange it 
for mine; and for some money whieh I gave him to hoot, he 
was glad to let me have his papers also. From this moment I 
was an Austrian, even in tlic eyes of tim Austrians them- 
selves, who, belonging to different corps, did not know all their 
bod}'-. 

Inider tliis new disguise, I joined a young widow, who had 

a mercery establishment in the Rue de : she found tliat 

I had ability, and wished that 1 w'ould instal myself at her 
bouse ; and w'c soon visited the fairs and markets together.. 
It Avas evident that I could not aid her, unless 1 could under- 
stand the buyers, and I formed gibberish, half teutonic, half 
Frcneh, which they understood wonderfully well, and which 
became so familiar to me, that I insensibly forgot that I knew 
any other laJiguage. J5esides the illusion was so complete, 
that after cohabiting together for four months, the wddow^ did 
not suspect any more than the rest of the world, that the soi- 
disant Kaiserlik was one of the friends of her childhood 
However, she treated me so well, that it was impossible to 
deceive her any longer ; and one day I told her who I really 
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ivas, and never was woman more astonished. But, far from its 
injuring me in her estimation, the confidence in some sort 
only made onr intimacy the closer; so much are women 
, generally smitten by anything that bears the appearance of 
mystery or adventure! And then, are they not always de- 
lighted with the acquaintance of a wicked fellow? Wluv 
better than niysMf^ can know how often they are the provi- 
dence of fugitive galley-slaves and condemned prisoners ? 

Eleven months glided away, and nothing occurred to disturb 
my repose. The frequency of niy being in the streets, my 
• >nstant meetings with tlie police-officers, who had nc4 even 
j :d attention to me, all seemed to augur the duration of this 
tranquillity, when, oj c lay as we were sitting down to dinner 
in the back sliop, tiie faces of three gendarmes were visible 
through a glass door. 1 was just helping tlic sou}) ; the 
spoon fell from n^y liands; but recovering soon from the 
slu])or into which this unlooked-for visit had thrown me, J 
darted towards the door, which 1 bolted, and then jum})ing 
out of the wdndow, I got into a loft, whence 1 gained the roof 
of the next house, and running down the staircase whicli led 
into the street, 1 found, on reaching the door, two gondarims. 
Eortunately tlicy were but novices, who did not know me: 
“ Go up,^’ said 1 to them, “ the brigadier has got him, hut lie 
resists ; go up, and lend your aid, whilst 1 run for the 
guard.’* The two gendarmes ascended quickly, and I made 
o/ll** 

It w’as plain that I had been sold to the police. My friend 
w’as incapable of sucli a Mack deed, but she had, without doul;t, 
been guilty of some indiscretion. Kow that the ery was raised 
against me, ought I to tarry longer at Arras ? It would he in 
vain to say, that 1 would always remain in my place of con- 
cealment; I could not reconcile myself to a life so wretched, 
and I determined on quitting the city. My little lady mercer 
insisted on accompanying me ; she had means of conveyance; 
ht^r commodities were soon packed, and we set out together, 
and the police was informed last of the disappearance of a 
female, whose measures they ought not to have been in igno- 
rance of. According to some old notions, they imagined that 
we should go towards Belgium, as if Belgium bad stjll been 
the country of refuge ; and wdiilst they ^vere pursuing us in the 
direction of the old frontier, we were quietly progressing 
towards Norm.andy, by cross roads, which my companion 
had obtained a knowledge of in her mercantile journics. 

It was at Kouen that we had made up our minds to fix our 
abode. Arrived in this city, I had with me the passport of 
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Blondel, which I had procured at Arras: the description 
wliich it gave was so different from mine, that it was indis- 
pensably necessary to make myself a little more like it. 

To achieve this it was necessary to deceive the police, now 
become the more vigilant and inquisitive, as the communica- 
tions of the emigrants in Kngland were made through the 
Normandy coast. Thus did 1 contrive it. I went to the town- 
hall, w'liere I had my passport vhi for Havre. A visa was 
obtained witliout difficulty ; it was sufficient that the passport 
w'as not entirely contradictory, and mine was not so. The 
formality gone through, I departed, and two minutes after- 
wards I cnteied the office, and asked if any person had found a 
pocket-book. No one could give me any tidings of it, and 
llicn I was in despair ; })rcssing business called me to Havre, 
and 1 wanted to start that very evening, but what was to be 
done without a passport ? 

“ Is it only that? ” said a clerk. *‘Witli the register of 
the risa you can get a duplicate passport.” This was what I 
needed ; the name of IMondel was kept, hut this time, at least, 
iny (leseription was correctly given. To complete the efleet 
of my stratagem, not only did 1 set out for Havre, but I 
advertised my poeket-book by little bills stuck about, al- 
though it had only passed from my hands to that of my 
companion. 

By means of this little bit of good mnnngemenl my rein- 
statement was complete; and, provided with fitting credentials, 
1 had only to lead an honest life, and I actually began to think 
of it ; and took, in Rue Mortainvillc, a repository for mercery 
and bonnets, in whieli we did so well, that iny mother, wliom 
1 had informed secretly of my success, d( lermined on coming 
to join us. For a year 1-was really happy; my busincvss 
increased, my coimexions extended, my credit was established, 
and more than one banking-house in Rouen may perhaps 
remember when the signature of Blondel was well respected 
in tlie place. At length, after so many storms, I thought I 
had reached port; when an incident, which I had never con- 
templated, involved me in a fresh .series of vicissitudes. Tho 
lady mercer with whom I lived, this woman who had given me 
the strongest proofs of devotion and love, began to burn with 
other fires than those which I had kindled in her heart. I 
was desirous of persuading myself that she was not unfaithful, 
but the fault was so flagrant that the offender had not even 
the resource of those well- supported denials which enable the 
convenient husband to persuade himself that he is not wronged. 
At another time, I would not have submitted to such an 
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affront without putting myself into a transport of rage, but 
how time had changed me! Witness of my misfortune, I 
coldly signified my determination to separate ; prayers, sup- 
plications, nothing could bend me ; I was immutable, I 
might have pardoned her, it is true, if only out of gratitude : 
but who w'ould convince me that she who had befriended me 
would break off w'ith my rival ? And might I not have 
cause CO fear, that, in a moment of tenderness, she »vould 
compromise my safety by some disclosure? We then divided 
our stock of goods, and my companion quitting me, 1 never 
neard of her after. 

Disgusted with my residence at lloiicn, tlirough this adven- 
ture. I took to my old trade of travelling Tnerchaiit; my joar- 
nies comprised the circuit of Nantes, St, Germaui, and 
Versailles, where, in r'l short time, 1 formed an excellent con- 
nexion; my profits became suniciently considerable to allow 
of my renting at Versailles, a waieliouse, with a ginall aparl- 
ment, which my mother inhabited during my journies. My 
conduct was then free from any stigma; 1 was generally 
esteemed iu the <drclc which I had formed ; and again J lioped 
that I liad overcome the fatality which so often east me into 
the path of dislionour, wlience all my efforts were now used to 
free myself, when, denounced by an early friend, wlio tlius 
revenged himself for some disagreement wc h.ad once had 
together, I was arrested on my return from the fair of Nantes, 
Although I obstiintely asserted that I was not Vidocti, hut 
Bloiidei, as my passport proved, I was sent to St Denis, 
wdiencc I was to be sent to Douai. 3^>y the extraordinary care 
taken to prevent my escape, 1 perceived that I was recoin- 
mended ; and a glance which 1 threw over the book of the 
gendarmerie, revealed to me a precaulioii of a very particular 
nature. I was thus designated — 

“ SPECIAL SURVEILLANCE.'* 

‘^ViDOCQ (Eugene Frangois), fo death for von- 

appearance. This man is exceedingly enterprising and 

dangerous,” 

Thus, to keep the vigilance of my guards on the alert, 1 was 
described as a great criminal. I set out to St. Denis in a car, 
pinioned, so that I could not move, and to Louvres the escort 
never took eyes off me. These arrangements announced the 
rigours in store for me, and I roused all the energy that had 
already so often procured me my liberty. 
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We had been put into the clock-house of Louvres, now 
transformed into a prison, where they brought us two mat- 
tresses, a counterpane, and sheets, which, cut and fastened 
together, would help us to descend into the churchyard. A 
bar was cut with the knives of three deserters conlincd with us, 
and at two o’clock in the morning I made the first attempt, 
and having reached the extremity of the rope, I perceived that 
it was nearly fifteen feet from the ground ; hesitation availed 
nought, and I let go, but, as in my fall at the ramparts at 
Idllc, 1 s])rained my left leg so severely, that I could scarcely 
walk; however, I attempted to climb the walls of the church^ 
yard, when I heard the key turn quietly in the lock. It was 
the jailor and his dog, who had noses alike for following a 
scent : the jailor, at first, passed beneath the cord without 
seeing it; and the mastiff near a ditch in which I lay, without 
simdling me. Having gone the round, they retired, and I 
thought that my companions would follow my exanjpic ; but 
no one appearing, I climbed the wall and got into the pi dn. 
Tiie pain of my foot became jnorc and morvi acute, but 1 bore 
the pain, and courage giving me strength, I made considerable 
progress. 1 had nearly advanced a quarter of a league, when 
J suddenly heard the sound of the tocsin. It was in the mid- 
dle of May. At the earliest dawn, 1 saw several armed 
peasants go out of their dwellings and spread themselves over 
the plains. They were probably ignorant of what was the 
cause of disturbance, but my sore leg was a token that might 
make me suspected. My face was unknown : in all probal)i- 
lity, the first persons who met me would secure my person. 
Had 1 been in full possession of my limbs, I could Jiave dis- 
tanced all pursuit; I must yield at present; and scarcely had 
I proceeded two hundred paces wlien I was overtaken by 
the gendarmes wlio were scouring the country in all direc- 
tions, and who seized and conveyed me back to the cursed 
clock-housc. 

The unpropitious result of this attempt did not discourage 
me. At Bapaumo we were placed in the citadel, an old police 
station, guarded by a detachment of conscripts of the 30th 
regiment of the line ; one sentinel only was placed over us, 
and lie was under the window, and near enough for me to- enter 
into conversation with him, which I did* The soldier, to 
whom I addressed myself, appeared, a good fellow enough, and 
I thought I could easily bribe him. 1 offered him fifty francs 
to let ns escape whilst he was on guard. He refused at first ; 
hut by the tone of his voice, and by a certain twinkling of his 
eyes, I thought I saw his impatience to get such a. sum onlj 
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!hat he wns .ifraid of consequences. To encourage I'.im, I in- 
creased the dose, and showed him three louis, when he said he 
would aid us ; at tlie same time adding, that Iiis round would 
be from midnight till two o’clock. Having made our arrange- 
ments, I comineiiccd operations ; the wall was ])ierced so as to 
allow us a free egress, and we only waited until the opportu- 
nity should arrive. At length, midnight struck ; tlie soldier 
imiuedialely announced to me tliat lie was there, and I gave 
him the tlirec louis, and then made the necessary dispo- 
sitions. When all was ready, I called out. “ Is it time ? ” 1 
said to the sentinel. “ Yes, innhe haste,” he answered, after a 
trifling hesitation. I thought it singular that he did not 
answer instantly, and imagining that his eonduct was some- 
what duhious, 1 listened. He seemed to he marching; and, 
hy the moonlight, 1 also perceived the shadow of several men 
in the ditch, and had no longer any doubt hut that we were be- 
trayed. However, as I might have been mistaken, to make 
quite sure, 1 took some straw, wbicli I stulled into some clotbes, 
and put it at the aperture wluch we luid made ; and at the 
same instant, a sabre blow that would have cleft an anvil, in- 
formed me tliat 1 had well escaped, and confirmed me more 
and more in the opinion, that we must not always trust to 
conscripts. The prison was soon tilled with gendarmes, who 
drew up a slateiuent of facts; tliey ('Ximiiied us, wishing 
very much to know all, and T declared that I had given the 
conserijit three louis, which lie tlatly df uied ; he was exa- 
mined, nud oil their beiog found in his shoes, be was put in 
the blaek-liole. 

As for us, we were threatened most menacingly ; hut as they 
could not punish us, they contented themselves with doubling 
the guard. There wa.s now no method of escape, without one 
of those op])ortunitics for which 1 watched incessantly, and 
which presented itself earlier than I expected. The next 
day was the day of our departure, and wo had descended 
into the barraek-yard, which was in great confusion from 
tlie arrival of a fresli number of prisoners and a detacli- 
incnt of conscript.s from Ardennes, who w'ere going to 
tlie camp at Boulogne. The adjutants were squabblJIng with 
tlie gendarmes about room for forming three divisions, and 
making the muster-call. YVljile each were counting their 
men, I glided cautiously in at the tail of a baggage-waggon 
just leaving the court, and thus passed through the city, 
motionless, and in as small a compass a.s possible, to elude 
detection. Once beyond the ramparts, I had only to steal 
•way;' and 1 seized the opportunity wliilst the waggoner. 
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thirsty, as these people always are, had gone into an ale-house 
to refresh himself; and whilst his horses awaited him on 
the road, I lightened his conveyance of a load of which 
he was not aware. I slept in a field of maize, and whewi 
night arrived, directed my steps eastward* 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


I TRAVELLED throuf^h Pioardy towards Boiiloi^nc. At this 
period, ISIapoloon had abandoned his intention of a descent on 
England, and was about to make war against Austria witli Iiis 
vast army, but had left many battalions on tlic sliores of the 
British Channel. There were in the two camps, that on the 
left and that on tlie right, depots of almost ev'ery corps, and 
soldiers of every nation in Europe. 

The uniforms were various, and this variety might be useful 
in concealing me ; hut 1 thought that it would be bad policy 
to di gui-^e m>.self t)y otily borrowing a military garb. I 
thougb.t for a moment of becoming actually a soldier, but then 
to enl.r a. regiment it would have been necessary to liave 
certain .papers, which I liad not. I then gave up the intention, 
and yet my abode at Boulogne was dangerous, until J sliould 
decide on something. 

One day that I was more embarrassed and more unquiet 
tlian usual, J mf;t on the w'alks a serjeant of marine-artiilery, 
whom J, had met at Paris, and who was, as well as myself, a 
native of Avras ; but having embarked wlien very young in a 
ship of war, be had passed the greater portion ('f liis life in tlu*, 
colonics, and on his return to his native country had learnt 
nothing of my doings. He only looked on me as a bon 
vivant ; and a public-house row, In whieli 1 energetically 
espoused his cause, had given him a liigli opinion of my 
courage. 

** What, is it you ? ” said he, “ Roger Bontemps; and what 
arc you doing at Boulogne?” “What am I doing! why, 
Reeking employment in the train of the army.” “ Oh, you 
want employment ; do you know that it is devilish dilTicult to 
get a berth now? But, if you will listen to my advice— 
though this is not the place foi such conversation ; let us 
go to Galand’s.” 

We then went to a sort of sutler’s booth, which was mo« 
Mostly stationed in one of the angles of the street, Ah I 
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p^ood day, Parisian,” said the serjeant to the host ** Good 
day, father Dufailli — ^What will you have this morning?— a 
dram ? — mixed or plain ? ” ** Five-and-twenty gods ! papa 

Galand, do you take us for blackguards ? It is the best 
pullet and super-excellent wine that vve want, do you hear? ” 
Then addressing mo,- — ‘Ms it not true, old hoy, that the 
friends of our friends are our friends ? That you must agree 
to ; ” and, taking niy hand, he led me into a small room, 
where M. Galand admitted his favourite customers. 

1 was very hungry, and saw with lively satisfaction the pre- 
paraliuiis for a repast, of which 1 was to partake. A waiting- 
maid, from twenty-five to thirty years, well made, and with 
ft face and good humour whieh sucli girls have, who can con- 
stitute the felicity of a whole regiment, brought in the dishes. 
She was a native of Liege ; lively, agrecahle, chattering her 
patois, and uttering every moment sucli low witticisms as 
excites greatly the mirth of the serjeant, w'ho was delighted 
witli her. “She is th(‘ sister-in-law of our host,” said lie to 
me; “ what cat-hcads she has! she is as plump as a ball, and 
as round as a buoy — a dainty lass, upon my faith.” At the 
same lime Diiiailii, jniKingher about, began to play all sorts 
of naval tricks ; sometimes drawing her on bis knees, some- 
tiims applying to her shining cbeidis one of those hearty 
iUiKtcks wliieh bespeak more love than discrctien, 

I confess I was annoyed at this coquetry, which delayed our 
meal, when mademoiselle Jcanmdte (so vvas the nymph 
(Uilled) having abruptly liroken from the arms of my Amphi- 
tryon, returned witli part of a devilled turkey and two bottles, 
wliich she jdaced before us. 

“ Wi-ll done,” said the serjeant; “here is wherewithal to 
moisten our food, and increase the juices. I shall play my 
]>art. After that 'We shall see; for here, my boy, it is ail as 
1 wish. I have only to make a signal. Is it not so, Jean* 
nette ? Yes, my comrade,” continued he, “I am master 
here. ' 

I conoratulated him on so much good fortune, and wc 
began to eat and drink with might and maio. It was long 
since I liadbcen at such a festival, and I played my part man- 
fully, Abundance of bottles were emptied; and we were 
zibont, I believe, to uncork the seventh, when the serjeant 
wamt out, and soon returned, bringing with him two new 
guests, a forager and a serjeant-mnjor. “Five-and-twenty 

f od ! I like good fellowship,” cried Dufailli, “By Jove, 
have made two recruits. I know how to go reoraiting; 
ash these gentlemen,” 
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“Oh yes,” said the forager, “ he is the cock, father Dufailli, 
to invent plots to seduce conscripts ; when I think of them, 
I remember my own adventure.” — “ Ah, you still remember 
that ! ” — Yes, yes, my old lad, I remember it, and the major 
also, when you were deep enough to enlist him as secretary t<' 
the regiment.” 

“ Well ! has he not done well ? A thousand thunders ! is 
it not better to be the first accountable man in an artillery 
company than sit scratching away on paper in a study ? What 
say you, forager ? ” — “ I agree with you ; btit ” — “ But, hut, 
you will tell me perhaps, you, that you were happier when, 
with your old dog of a master, you were obliged to lay liold 
of the watering pot, and make yourself dripping w'et with 
tlirowing frogs’ spawn over your tulips. We were g(>ltig to 
embark at Brest on board I’lnvincihlo, and you would only go 
out as a flower-gardeuer . — * AVell then’, said I, * go as flower- 
gardener ; the captain likes flowers ; every man to his taste, 
but also every man to his trade ; * and I carried on mine. 1 
think 1 see you now ; you were rather disappointed when, 
instead of employing yourself in cultivating marine plants, as 
you expected, ycu were sent to man the shrouds of a thirty- 
six : and when you were ordered to fire a bomb-shell ! that 
was a nosegay for you 1 But no itiore of that ; and let us 
drink a measure of wine. Come, lads, here’s to our com- 
rades.” 

1 filled all the glasses, and the serjeant continued — “ You 
see that I am not wantcnl now, therefore let us make of ail 
of us hut a pair of friends. ’J’his is easily done ; I have 
caught these nicely in my snare, hut that is nothing ; w(‘ la;- 
cruiters of the marines arc hut fools to th(' recruiters of 
earlier days: you are still hut greeiihonis. All, you never 
knew Belle-Rose : he was the lad for taking in the knowing 
ones ! Such as 1 am, I was not a thorough noodle, and yet 
he twisted me completely round his finger. 1 think I have 
already told you the tale ; but at all events I will give it 
you again for the general good. 

“ Under the ancient regime, do you see, we had colonies, 
the isle of France, Bourbon, Martinique, &c. ; now they are 
ours no longer; we have only the isle of Olcron left; it is 
little more than nothing ; or, as somebody said, it is a foot of 
earth whilst we wait for the rest. The descent would have 
restored us all the others ; but bah, the descent — we must no 
longer think of that, that is settled ; the flotilla will rot in the 
port, and they will make firewood of the hulls. But I am 
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getting out of iny latitude, steering seaward, instead of land- 
ward ; now then for Belle -Rose ! 

As I told you, he was a spark who had cut his wisdom- 
teeth, and in his time young fellows were not of the same 
kidney with ihose of the present day. 

T had left Arras at fourteen, and been at Paris for six 
montlis, apprentice to a gunsmitl), when, one morning, my 
mast<‘r desired me to carry to the colonel of the carabineers, 
who lived in the Place Royalc, a pair of pistols which he had 
been repairing. T soon performed tins commission, and iin- 
forlnnately these cursed pistols should return eighteen francs 
to tlie sliop, cand the colonel counted out the money, adding a 
trifle for myself. So far, so good ; hut, lo and bcliold, in 
crossing a street I heard somebody knock at a window ; 1 
raised my eyes, supposing that T should see some acquaint- 
ance, when what should I sec hut a madame de Pompadour 
who, with all lier charms displaced, was tapping at a window, 
and wlio, hy an inclination of her head, accom])anied with a 
charming smile, invited me to go up to her. She might have 
been called a picture moving in its frame. A magnificent 
ncek, a skin white as snow', a wide chest, and above all, a 
deligfitful countenance, eornhiiicd to in/laine me. I wont ii)) 
st'iirs tour at a time, and on introducing myself to my prin- 
cess, 1 found lier a divinity. ^ Approach, my little one,* said 
she to me, tapping my cheek lightly ; ‘ you arc going to make 
me a little present, are you not? * 

“ 1 ])ut my trembling hand into my pocket, and taking oni 
tin- piece of money given to me hy the colonel — ‘Well, my 
child,’ continued she, ‘ I think you are a Picardy lad, and [ 
am your countrywoman. Oh, you wish to treat your towns- 
woman to a glass of wine.* 

“ The rctpu'st was urged so sweetly, that I had no power of 
denial left, and the eighteen francs of the colonel were 
trcnclied upon. One glass produced another, that generated a 
third, which begot a fourth, and so on, until I was drunk with 
>vinc and delight. Night arrived, 'and I know not how, 
hut I awoke in the street on a heap of stones at the gate 
of an hotel, 

“ My surpriBC was great on looking about me, and still 
more when, on looking in my purse, the birds w'ore flown. 

“How could I return to my master’s? Where sleep 
I determined to walk about till daybreak; I had only t^ 
kill time, or rather torment myself about the consequences 
of a first ffiult. I turned mechanically towards the market 
of the Innocents. Mind how you trust your countrywomen ! 
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•aid 1 to myself I 1 am nicely fleeced I If I had only some 
money left — 

** I confess that at this moment some droll ideas crossed my 
brain. I had often seen pasted upon the walls of Paris — 
‘ Pocket-book Lost,’ with one thousand, two thousand, or 
even three thousand francs’ reward for the person wlio would 
bring it back. 1 thought 1 might find one of these, and 
looking carefully about me on the pavement, and walking 
like a man who is looking for something, 1 was seriously 
intent on the probability of finding so good a windlal, when 
I was aroused from iny reverie by a blow of a list, which 
encountered my back. ‘ ^Vhal, my boy, you out so early this 
morning!’ — ‘Ah, is it )^ou, Faiifan ; and by what chaiiee in 
Mils quarter at this liour ? ’ 

“ Panfaii was a pastry-cook’s apprentice, whom I knew, 
and in a moment he told me that lie had left tlie oven for 
tlie last six weeks ; that he had a mistress who fitted him 
out ; that for a short time, he was from home, because the 
intimate friend of his mistress had chosen to sleep with her. 

* As for the rest,’ said he. ‘ 1 wink at it. If 1 pass a nig])t 
at the Sourciere, 1 return to my haunt next morning, ajid 
recover myself during the day.’ Fanfan the pastry-cook 
appeared to me a keen fellow ; and thinking that he might 
devise some plan to extricate me from my embarrassment, 
I told him the whole of it. 

“ ‘ Is that all ? ’ said he. * Come to me at mid-day at the 
public-house at the Barriere des Sergonts ; find 1 may give 
you some useful counsel ; under any circumstances we’ll dine 
together.’ 

“1 was punctual at the rendezvous, and Fanfan did no •* 
keep me waiting ; he was there before me, and on my en^ 
trance, I wa® led into a small room, where 1 found him 
seated before a tub of oysters, with a female on eacli side 
of him, one of whom, on perceiving me, burst out into a 
loud fit of laughter. ‘ Ah, what is that for ? ’ said Fanfan. 

‘ Oh heaven, it is my townsman.’—* It is my townswoman,’ said 
I, confused. ‘ Yes, my little one, it is your townswomani 1 was 
going to complain of the trick she had served me on the pre- 
vious evening, but embracing Fanfan, whom she called her pet, 
she laughed more heartily than before, and I saw that the best 
thing I could do was to join in the laugh like a jolly fellow. 

M i Well,’ said Fanfan, pouring ouJt a glass of white wine, 
and helping me to a dozen oysters, * you see, you must never 
despair of Providence. We have some pigs’ feet on the 
gridiron, do you like pigs’ feet 2 ’ And before I could answer 
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his question, they were put on the table. The appetite I 
displayed was so much in the affirmative, that Fanfan had 
no farther occasion to ask my opinion of them. The chahlis 
soon put inc in spirits, and 1 forgot the disagreeables which 
had given me such caUvSe of ‘dreading my master; and, as the 
companion of my townswoman had cast a gracious eye on 
me, I did not hesitate to make desperate love to her. By 
the honour of Dufailli ! she was soon won, and gave me her 
hand. 

^‘*Yoii really love me then,* said Fanchettc — so was my 
damsel named. — * Love you?* said I ; ‘why, if you like, we 
will be married.' ‘ That is right,’ said Fanfan, ‘marry; and 
to commence, I will wed you at once. I marry yon, my boy; 
do you understand ? so embrace ; * and at tbs same time, he 
united our liands and drew our faces towards eacli other. 

‘ i\)or child,’ said Franchette, giving me a second kiss 
without the aid of my friend, ‘bo easy; I will instruct 
yo\u’ 

“ I was in paradise, and spent a delightful day. In the 
evening 1 went to Ix'd with Fanchettc, and we were mutually 
j)! eased with each other. 

“ My education was soon perfected. Fanchettc was de- 
lighted at having met with a pupil who profited so ivell from 
her instructions, and recomjiensed me generously. 

“ At this period the ^Notables had just assembled, and they 
were good pigeons. Fauchette plucked them, and we shared 
the s})oil. Kacli day wo banquetUd without limit. These 
Notables supplied our j|^hroats as well as exerting their own! 
And I had always a w('ll-su]>plicd purse. 

“ Fanchettc and 1 denied ourselves nothing ; but how brief 
are the moments of happiness ! Oh, how brief ! 

“ Scarcely had a month of this charming life elapsed, wlien 
Fanchettc and my townswoman were apprehended and taken 
to prison. What had they done? I do not know, hut evil 
tongues said something about the abstraction of a repeating- 
w'atch. I, who had no particular wish to make acquaintance 
with the lieutenant-general of police, thought it best to make 
as fe\M|inquiries as possible. 

“ This arrest was a blow which we had not looked for. 
Fanfan and I were overwhelmed at it. Fanchettc was such a 
dear girl 1 and then how was 1 to carry on the war ? My 
kettle was upset ; farewell oysters, farewell chablis, farewell 
hours of love ! I should have stuck to my anvil ; and 
Fanfan reproached himself for having quilted his patty- 
pans. 
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We were walking sorrowfully on the Q,uai de la Fcrrnille, 
^hen we were suddenly aroi'scd by a sound of military music, 
two clarionets, a large drum, and cymbals. The crowd had 
gathered round this band, stationed in a car, • above whicli 
rloated colours and plumes. I think they were playing the air, 
VVlierc can we find joys equal to those at home ?’ When the 
musicians had finished, the drums beat a roll, and a gentle- 
man, covered with gold lace, got up and spoke, showing a large 
['"presentation of a soldier in full uniform. * By the authority 
of his majesty,* said he, * 1 am here to explain to the subjects 
Ilf llie king of Prance the advantages whicli he offers in ad- 
mitting them to his colonies. Young men who are round me, 
you must have heard of the land of Cocagne, and it is to India 
tliat we must go to find this fortunate country. Tlicre we must 
go if we would live in clover. 

‘ Would you have gold, pearls, or diamonds ? The roads 
arc paved with them ; you have only to .stoop and pick th.em 
up, and not even that, for the savages will collect them for 
you. 

** * Do you love women ? There they are for all tastes ; 
jK'gresscs, wdio belong to all tlic world ; then creoles, white as 
■ou or I, and who dote to madness on white men, wliicJi is 
oalnral enough in a country where the men are all black ; and 
note particularly that every one of them is as rich as Croesus ; 
which, between ourselves, is very advaiitag(?ous in marriage. 

“ * Do you love wine ? It is like the women, of all sorts ; 
Malaga, Bordeaux, Champagne, &c. For instance — you 
must not often expect to ii^ect with Bjargundy, I wull not de- 
ceive you, it will not hear sea carriage : but ask for any other 
that is made throughout the world, at sixpence a bottle, and 
believe me, you will find them hut too hapjiy lo procure it for 
you. Yes, gentlemen, for sixpence; and that cannot surprise 
you, when you learn that sometimes one, two, or three hun- 
dred ships, loaded with wines, arrive at the same time in one 
single iiarhour. Picture to yourself the eniharrassnient of the 
captains ; in haste to return, they quickly unload, and an- 
nounce that they shall esteem it a favour from any who will 
empty the casks gratis. 

** * That is not all. Do not you think it would be a sweet 
life always to have sugar in plenty ? I have not mentioned 
coffee, lemons, pomegranates, oranges, pine-apples, and the 
millions of delicious fruits which grow her© as wild as they 
did in Paradise ; and the liqueurs, which are much esteemed. 

If 1 were addressing women or children, I might expa- 
tiate on all tb<»«c delicacies, but I am speaking to men. 
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“ * Sons of family, I am not ignorant of the efforts usimlly 
n\iidc by parents to restrain young people from the path which 
must lead to fortune ; but be more rational than the papas, 
and particularly the mammas. 

‘‘‘Do not listen to them, when they tell you that tlic 
savages eat the Europeans with only a little salt : that w'as all 
very well in the days of Christopher Columbus and Robinson 
Ousoe. 

“ ‘ Do not listen to them, when they endeavour to terrify 
>ou about the yellow fever. The jadlow fever? Gentlemen, 
if it w'cre as terrible as people say, there would be nothing hut 
hospitals in the country, and God knows that there is not a 
single one 

‘ Doubtless they will frighten you about the climate. I am 
loo frank not to confess it ; the climate is warm, hut nature is 
so prodigal in giving refreshments, that, in truth, we must at- 
tend to ilie thing, or we should not perceive it. 

“ ‘ They will alarm you about the sling of the musquitoc'S, 
and the bite of rattle-snakes. But have you not slaves always 
about you expressly to drive away the former, and does not 
the noise of the latter sufficiently inform you of its approach ? 

“ ‘ They will talk to you of shipwrecks. Know that 1 have 
crossed the sea fifty-seven times ; that I have again and again 
crossed the line ; that I look on going from one pole to the 
other, like drinking a glass of wuater ; and although on the 
ocean there is neither wooden sledges nor nurses, I tliink my- 
self more secure on board a seventy-four, -than in the inside of 
the coach to Auxerre, or on the conveyance from Paris to St, 
(.Toud. ^I’hat must be cnoiwh to dissipate all tears. I might 
add a variety of delights ; I might talk of the chase, sporting, 
fishing ; imagine to yourself forests, where the game is so 
tame that it never thinks of running away, and so timid that 
if you only call to it, it falls dowm ; imagine rivers and lakes, 
where fish are so abundant that they choke the waters. This 
is all very wonderful, but perfectly true. * 

“ ‘ 1 had nearly forgotten to talk to you of horses. Horses, 
gentlemen ; you cannot take a step without meeting with 
thousands of them ; you might call them flocks of sheep, only 
that they arc larger ; are you fond of them ? do you like rid- 
ing ? Only take a rope in your pocket, which should be 
rather long, and you must make a running knot in rt ; you 
seize the moment when the animals are grazing, and afraid of 
nothing, you then approach quietly, and make your choice ; 
and when your choice is made, you throw the cord, the horse 
»• yours, you have only to back him and lead him where you 



186 


Wf.MOiRS OF VIDOCQ. 


please and think proper ; for, remember, tii.it here every maa 
is uneoTitrolled iu liis actions. 

‘ Yes, gentlemen, I repeat it, it is all true, very true ; the 
proof is, that the king of France, his majesty JjOiiis XVJ,, who 
can almost hear me in his palace, authorizes me on liis 
to offer you these advantages. Sliould I dare to lie so near to 
him ? 

“ ‘ The king desires to clothe you, the king wishes to sup- 
port you, he wishes to make you rich ineu ; iu return, he asks 
but little from you ; no labour, and good pay ; good nourish- 
ment ; to rise up and lie down at pleasure ; exercise oneo a 
month, at the parade of St. Louis; this, for 1 wu'li eon 'eal 
nothing, cannot he dispensed with, unless you get leave, whicli 
is never refused. These ohligatious done, your time is your 
own. What more can you desire ? a good engagement ? you 
shall have it : but hasten, 1 advise you, to-morrow will ])erhaps 
be too late, the ships are about to start, and only wail for a 
fair wind to set sail. Hasten, then, near to Paris ; hasten. 11‘, 
perchance, you should grow tired of doing wndl, you shall liave 
dismissal when you please ; a hark is always iu port, ready to 
conduct to Europe those who arc home sick ; it is C‘xi>ress!y 
used for that purpose. Let those who d(;sire to have laither 
particulars, come to me ; I have no occasion to ttdl my name; 
I am very well known ; my residence is only a few paces dis- 
tant, at the first lamp, at the house of a vvine-inercliaiil. Ask 
for M. Belle- Hose.’ 

*• My situation made me attentive to this harangue, which I 
have remembered, although it is twenty years since 1 heard it, 
and 1 do not think that 1 forget a single word. 

** Jt made no less impression on Faiifan, and we were con- 
sulting together, when a shabby- looking fellow', whom we liad 
not at all offended, gave Fanfan a blow, which knocked his 
hat off. ‘ I will teach you,’ said he, ‘ you puppy, to grin at 
me.’ Fanfan was bewildered by the blow, and I defended 
hiifi, when the blackguard raised his hand against me ; we 
were soon surrounded, and the quarrel was growing warm, and 
the people flocked round, ti'ying who should see most of it. 
Suddenly, some one separated tlie crowd ; it was M. Belle- 
Rose. * What is all this ?’ said he ; and looking at Fanfan, 
who was crying, ‘I think this gentleman has been struck — - 
that cannot be put up with ; but the gentleman is brave, and 
that will settle the business.* Fanfan was desirous of showing 
that he had done nothing wrong, and then that he had not 
been- struck. * It is all the same, my friend,* replied Belle- 
Rose ;* it cannot be settled that way,* * Certainly,* said the 
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bully, ‘ it cannot be decided in this wav. The gentleman in- 
sulted me, and shall give me satisfaction ; one of us must 
fall.’ 

“ ‘ Well, well, be it so ; he will give you satisfaction,* re- 
plied Belle- Hose : * I will answer for these gentlemen ; what 
is your liour ?’^ — ‘ Yours.’ — ‘ Five in the morning, behind tlie 
bis])o])’s palace ; — 1 will bring weapons.’ * 

“ Upon this the blackguard retired ; and Belle-Rose strik- 
ing Fanfan on the stomach, heard some pieces chink in the 
w'aistcoat pocket, where Ire carried his money, the last relics 
of our former splendour. ‘ Really, tny lad, 1 take an inttu-est 
in you,* said he ; * you must come with rfte ; our friend here 
must go with us and so saying, he gave me a poke, smiilar 
to that lie liad bcstow'cd on Fanfan. 

]M. Bellc-Rosc condnclcil us into the Rue de la Jniverie, 
to a wine- merchant’s, where he made us enter. ' I will not 
enter with you,’ said he to us ; ‘ a man like me must preserve 
decorum : I am going to pull off my uniform, and will join 
you 111 a minute. Ask for a red seal and three glasses.’ IJe 
left us, ‘ A red Kscal,’ said hc; turning round : ‘ mind the red 
seal’ 

V>\‘ executed the orders of M. Belle -Rose, wlio was not 
long in returning, and whom we received cap-iii-hand. 'Ah ! 
rny boys,’ said he, ‘ put on your hnl.s ; no ceremoiiies lietweeii 
us ; I am going to sit down ; where, is my glass ? the first 
roino, tlie first served. (He drank it down at a gulp.) I am 
devilish thirsty, and the dust sticks in my throat.’ 

" M. Belle- Rose poured out a second whilst hc spoke, and 
then wiping his forehead with a handkerchief, he leant his tw'o 
elbows on the tabic, and assumed a mysterious air, which be- 
gan to disquiet us. 

" ' Ah ! rny young friends, it is to-inorrow that we are to 
h'lVi* the brush. Do you know,* said hc to Fanf.m, ‘ that you 
have a devil to meet ? — one of Ure best fencers in France : he 
pinked St George,’ ‘He pinked St George,’ repeated Fan- 
fan, looking most piteously at me. * Ah ! indeed, he pinked 
St. George ; but that is not all, — he has a most unlucky hand,* 

* And so have I,’ Kiid Fanfan, ‘What you too V — * j5y Jove, 

I think a day never passed, when 1 was at my master’s, that I 
did not break something, if only a plate or two.’ ‘ Oh, you 
misunderstand me,’ said Belle-Rose ; ‘ we say that a man 
1 as an unlucky hand, when he always kills the man whom he 
fights.’ 

“ The explanation was but too clear. Fanfan trembled in 
every limb, the sweat ran down his forehead in large drops, 
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wliitc and blue clouds pervaded the red cbccks of the pastry- 
cook's apprentice, his face lengthened, Iiis lieart heat, and ho 
would have suffocated, had he not heaved an enormous sigh. 

^ Bravo !' cried Belle-Rose, taking his hand in liis own, 
*1 like men wlio have no fear. You are not afraid.' Then, 
striking the^table, * Waiter, another bottle of the same ; mind 
yon, my friend here pays. Cot up a little, my friend ; move 
yourself — stir about — stretch out your arm — circulate your 
blood — thrust out ; tliat’s it, — splendid ! admirable ! superb !’ 
And during this time Belle-Rose enfplied his glass, ‘ On the 
honour of IRdle-Rose I could make a fencer of you. Do you 
know, you have an excellent idea of it. You would do well at 
it ; there are more than four of our masters not so well made 
for it as you. What a pity you were never taught ; hut no- 
thing is impossible, you have frequented the schools V — ‘ Oli, 
I swear not,’ replied Fanfaii. ‘ Come, confess that you hglit 
well. — ‘No, not at all.’ — ‘No modesty; why conceal your 
talent that w’ay, 1 can easily perceive it.’ — ‘ I protest to you,’ 
said i, ‘ that he never handled a foil in his life.' — ‘ Since you 
attest it, sir, 1 must hclicvc ; hut, ah ! you are two deep fel- 
lows ; you must not teach old apes how to grin ; tell me the 
truth, and do not fear that I would betray you : atu not I. your 
friend ? If you have no confidence in me, I may as well go. 
Farewell, gentlemen,’ continued Belle-Rose, witli a provoked 
air, going towards tlie door, as if about to dc})art. 

“ Oh, AT. Belle- Rose, do not forsake us,* cried Fanfan. 

‘ Rather ask my friend if I liave deceiv ed you. 1 am a }>astry- 
e*ook by trade, and 1 cannot help my fate. I have handled 
the rolling-})in, but, — 

“ ‘ 1 saw you had handled something,’ said Belle-Rose, ‘ I 
like sincerity, such sincerity as yours ; it is the chief of mili- 
tary virtues; with that wc may go to any extent. I am sure 
you would make an admirable soldier. But that is not our 
present business. Waiter, a bottle of wine. Since you tell 
me you never did fight, 1 will believe nothing again — (after a 
moment’s silence) — Never mind, my deliglit is to confer Iiap- 
piness on young people. I will teach you a thrust — a single 
thrust. (Fanfan stared). You must promise me not to show 
it to anybody.* — ‘ I swear it,* said Fanfan. ‘ Well, you will 
be the first to whom I ever show^cd it. I must love you ! It 
is a thrust unccjunllcd ; one which I kept only to myself. 
Never mind, I will initiate you at daylight to-morrow,* 

“ From this moment Fanfan appeared less alarmed, and 
overpowered AI. Belle- Rose with thanks. We drank a few 
more glasses, during a multitude of protestations on one side 
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and gratlliide on the other ; and then, as it was growing late, 
]M. Jk*l]e-Kose took leave of us like a man who knew the 
world. Before he left us he showed us a place W'here we 
could sleep. * Suy that you come from me/ said he, ‘ at 
GrifToi/s, in the Hue de la Mortcllerie ; sleep in peace, and 
you shall find all go well.* Fanfan paid the hill, and then 
Belle- Rose said, ‘ Good night, to-inorrow I shall come and 
wake you.* 

We went to Griffon’s where we procured beds. Fanfan 
could not close an eye, and was perhaps impatient to learn the 
thrust which M. Belle-Rose had promised to teach him ; or 
he might be friglitened ; perhaps he was. 

“At the first peep of day the key turned in the lock, and 
some one entered. It was Bclle-Rosc. ‘ Come, hoys ; wdjat, 
still asleep ! Hear the mustcrcall, my lads,’ cried he. In a 
moment we jumped up. When w'e were ready, he w'eiit out a 
moment wdtli Fanfan, and they soon afterwards returned. ‘ Let 
us go,’ said Iklle-Rosc : ‘ mind, no nonsense ; you have no- 
thing to do hut give the twisting thrust, and he will pink him- 
self.’ 

“ In spite of his lesson, Fanfan wms not quite tranquil ; and 
having n'ached the ground, he was more dead than alive. 
The adversary and his second had arrived already. * Here we 
are,’ said Belle- Rose, taking tlie foils which he had given to 
me ; and breaking off the buttons, he measured the blades. 

' Neither of them is six inches longer than the other. Come, 
take this,’ said he to M. Fanfan, giving him one of the foils. 

“ Fanfan hesitated ; and on the second offer, seized the 
liandle so clumsily that he let it fall. * That is nothing,’ said 
Belle-Rose, picking it up, and putting it in Fanfan’s hand : 
he then placed him opposite his adversary. ‘ Mind, guard ! 
We shall see who will tickle his man.’ 

“ ‘ One moment,’ said the second of the opponent ,* * I have 
a question to ask first, sir,* said he, addressing Fanfin, who 
could scarcely support himself, ‘ are you either master or pro- 
vost V — * Wliat do you say V replied Fanfan, with the voice of 
a man half-dead. * According to the laws of duelling,’ re- 
sponded the second, * my duty compels me to summon you to 
declare on your honour, are you master or provost V Fanfan 
was silent, and looked at Belle- Rose as if to ask him what he 
should say. ‘ Speak, sir,* said the second to Fanfan. * I am 
^I am— 1 am only an apprentice,* stammered Fanfan. ‘ Ap- 
prentice means amateur,' added Belle-Rose. ‘ In this case,* 
continued the second, ‘ the gentleman amateur must undress ; 
for our business is with his skin.*—* That is just,* said Belle- 
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Kose, ‘ I did not tliink of that ; he will undress hiniseif ; 
quick, quick, M. Fanfan, off with coat and shirt/ 

** Fanfan cut a scurvy figure ; the sleeves of his doublet 
were very tight, and he unbuttoned at one end and ]>uttoncd 
up at the other. When he had taken off his waistcoat, he 
could not undo the strings of the neck of his shirt, and was 
compelled to cut them ; ‘and at last, except his breeches, was 
as naked as a worm. B('llc-Rose again gave him tlio foil. 
‘Now, my friend,* said he, ‘mind your guard ’’ — ‘J)ef('nd 
yourself,* cried his adversary; swords were crossed. Fanfan’s 
blade shook and trembled ; the other weapon was motionless. 
Fail fan seoincd about to faint. 

•* ‘ Enough,’ suddenly cried Belle-Iloso and tlic second, 
‘you arc two brave fellows; enough, you must not cut raeJi 
other’s throats ; be friends, embrace, and let there bo no 
farther dispute. Good God ! all that is good j)ecd not be 
killed. But ho is a gallant young lad. Be appeased, M. 
Faiifini.* 

“ Fanfan breathed again, and jducked up when liis coure.gc 
was mentioned ; his opponent made some riiflieuUics al)ont 
consenting to an arrangement, but at length was softenedt ; 
and they embrar 'd, whilst it was agreed that the recoimilialion 
should be completed by breakfasting at a drinking-house near 
Notre Dame, wlicre there was good wine to he had. 

“ When we reached the place, tlie breakfast was spread and 
ready. 

“Before we sat down, M. Bellc-Boso took Fanfan and my- 
self aside. ‘ Well,’ .said he, ‘you know now what a duel is; 
it is not an out of the way matter ; I am content with you, 
Illy dear Fanfan, you behaved like an angel. But you must 
be great throughout : you understand me — ^yoii must not allow 
him to pay.* 

“ At these words Fanfan turned very red ; for he knew the 
depth of our purse. ‘ Oh, good Lord, let the mutton boil,’ 
added Belle-Hose, who saw his embarrassment. ‘ If you ai e 
out of cash I will take care of all that ; here, do you want 
money ? Will you have thirty francs ? — or sixty ? Amongst 
friends, that i.s nothing.* And so saying, he drew a dozen 
crowns IVom his pocket — ‘ With you they are in good keeping, 
and will bring good luck.* 

“ Fanfan hesitated. * Accept them, and pay me when you 
can. On these terms there can be no hesitation in borrowing.* 
I jogged Fanfan’s elbow, as much as to say, ‘ Take it’ He 
obeyed ; and we pocketed the crowns, touched at the kindnes* 
of Bclle-Kose. 
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“ He was soou, however, to skin us of them. Experience ia 
a great teacher, and M. Belle- Rose was a deep fellow I 

“ Breakfast went off with spirit ; we talked much of the 
avarice of parents — the brutalities of apprentices’ masters— of 
the blessings of independence — the immense wealth amassed 
in the Indies : the names of the Cape, Chandernagor, were 
adroitly introduced ; examples were quoted of the vast for- 
tunes made hy the young men whom Belle-Rose had recently 
engaged. * It is not to l)Oast,’ said he, * but I am not an un- 
lucky fellow : it was I who enlisted little Martin ; and now he 
is a iiahoh, rolling in gold and silver. I will bet that be has 
grown })roud ; and perliaps if he saw me would not recognise 
me. Oil, 1 have found many ingrates in my time i But what 
of that ? Jt is the fUe of man I' 

‘‘ Our sitting was a long one. At the dessert, M. Belle- 
Rose again brought on the cnrjict the tine fruits of the An- 
tilles : whilst he drank the wine. ‘ wine for ever,’ said 
he; Oiow delicious that is!’ with the codec lie expatiaUd on 
the Martinique: when they brought the Cognac, ‘Ah 1 ah !’ 
said he, making a grimace, ‘ this is not equal to the rum, and, 
still less tlie excellent pine-npplc of Jamaica tlicy pouied 
oiH some* parfait amour ; ‘ This is driiikahle,’ said he, ‘ hut 
still it is not even small beer in comparison A\it]i the liqueurs 
of the eelchratod madame Anfous.’ 

“ Belle-Rose was sealed between Fanfan and myself, and 
during the whole repast took great care of us. He kepi up 
llic incessant song of * Emply your glasses and he iilied 
them incessantly. ‘ Who made you such half-wet birds t* 
said lie at intervals. ‘ Come, another glass, look at me, and 
do as I do.* 

“ These phrases, and many others, had due cflect. Fanfan 
and 1 were pretty well dene up; ho particularly. ‘ M. BelJo- 
Rose, is it very far to the colonies, Chandernagor, Seringapa- 
tam?-— are they very far off ? ’ he repeated, from time to time, 
and he imagined himsClf already embarked, so completely was 
he imbued with the flourishing accounts. ‘ .Patience,' said 
Belle-Rose, at length, ‘and we shall get there; and in the 
meantime 1 am going to toll you a story. One day when 1 
was on guard at the governor’s—’ — ‘ One day when he was 
governor,’ said Fanfan. ‘Hold your peace,’ said Belle- Rose, 
putting his hand upon his mouth,. ‘ it was only when I was a 
private,’ he continued ; ‘ I was quietly seated in front of my 
sentry-box, reposing on a sofa, when my negro, who carried 
iny gun,' — you must know that in the colonies every soldier 
has his male and female slave, as we might here have domes- 



192 


MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ. 


tics of both sexes ; only that you may do witli them what you 
please ; and if it be your pleasure, >ou may kill them as you 
would a fly ; far you have power of life apd jdeath over them. 
As for the woman, you do what you please with her was 
on guard, as I just told you, and niy negro was canydng my 
gun ’ 

Bcllc-llosc had scarcely got so far, wnen a soldier in 
full dress entered the room, and gave him a letter, which he 
opened with haste. * It is from the minister of the marine, 
said he; ‘ M. de Sartine tells me, that the service of the king 
summons me to Surinam. The devil ! ^ added he, addressing 
Fanfan and me, ‘ how awkward it is ; I did not think of quit- 
ting so soon; hut as the}' say, he who reckons without liis 
host, reckons twice: never mind.* 

“Belle- Hose then, taking his glass in his right hand, 
knocked several times on the tabic, and whilst the other guests 
withdrew, a waiting-maid entered. ‘ The bill, and send your 
master ; ’ ami the master came with the bill of our ex})enses. 
‘Astonishing how soon it mounts up,’ observed Belle-Hose: 

* one lumdred and ninety livres, twelve sous, six deniers I Ah ! 
M. K'vct, do you want to skin us alive? Here is an item I 
will not pass by— four lemons, twenty-four sous. We oiiy 
had throe — reduction the first. Beste, pajia Nivet, 1 am not 
surprised at your making a fortune. Seven half-glasses, that 
is very fine ; hut how do you make it out, when tliere were 
only six of us ? I shall find other mistakes, 1 am convinced. 
As])aragns, eighteen livres ; that is too much. — ‘ In April,' 
said M. Nivet, ‘and so early I’ — ‘Well, that is rigid, young 
peas, artichokes, iish, lettuces, strawberries, twenty-four livres 
— that is correct. The wine is fair enough : now I wdil add it 
lip. Put down nonglit and carry one — the total is correct, 
deducting tlie twelve sous and the six deniers there remain 
one hundred and ninety livres. AVell, will you give me credit 
for the amount, papa Nivet?’ — ‘Oh!’ replied the landlord, 
‘yesterday, yes; to-day, no; credit on laud as long as you 
please, but once at sea, how am I to he repaid? at Surinam? 
JDevil take the sea-going creditors., I tell you money I want, 
and you sliall not go out till I am satisfied: otherwise 1 shall 

send for the watch, and we shall tlitni sec ’ 

“ M. Nivel went out in an apparent rage. 

“ ‘ He is a man of his word,’ said Belle-Rose to us. ‘ But 
an idea strikes me ; in great distresses, great remedies. 
Dc'Uihtlcssly you have no greater wish than myself to be Jed 
before M. Lenoir heiween four guards. The king gives 100 
francs a man for recruits; there are tw^o of you, that makei 
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200 francs ; sign your enrolments ; 1 will go and get the cash, 
then return and free you. What say you ? * 

** Fanfan and I looked at each other in silence. ‘ What! do 
you hesitate ? I had a better opinion of you. I, who would 
cut myself in'^^uarters — and then I do not ask you to do an 
unpleasant thing. Heavens ! that I was of your age, and knew 
what I know ! We have always resources whilst we are young. 
Come/ he added, presenting the paper to us, * now is your 
lime to coin money; put your name at tlie bottom of this 
paper.* 

“ Tlie persuasions of Belle-Rose were so pressing, and we 
were so fearful of the- watch, that we signed. ‘That is right/ 
said he, ‘now I will go and pay; if you are vexed there is 
always time : you will have nothing to do but return the 
itioney; hut \vc shall not come to that. Patience, rny friends, 
I will soon return,* 

“ Belle* Hose soon went out and quickly returned. 

“ ‘ The embargo is removed,’ said he, ‘ and now w'c are free 
to go or stay; hut you have not yet seen madame Btdle-Hose, 
I wisli to introduce you to her: she is a woman with wit to 
tin; (>nd of her nails.’ 

‘ M. Belle- Rose conducted us to Ids house ; his lodging 
was not over brilliant — two rooms on the hack of a mean- 
looking ]u>use ;i little distance from the A reli- Marion. Ma- 
dame Belle-Jlose was in a recess at tlie end of tlie second 
room, I)er liead resting on a heap of pillow's. Near her bed 
were two crutches: and at a little distance, a night table, a 
spilt ing-hox. a shell snulT-box, a silver goblet, and a bottle of 
brandy nearly einjuied. Madame Bcllc-llose was about forty- 
five or fifty: she was attired in a stylish morning gown, with 
top-knot, and iiead-dress of lace. Her face was distorted as 
u'e cnt( red by a violent fit of coughing. ‘Wait till slie has 
done/ said lW'n('-Hr).se to ns ; nn.'l at length, her cough ceas- 
ing, ‘Can you l.ilk, my duck?’ — ‘Yes, my precious,’ she 
answered, — ‘ Wtll, you will oblige me by hiforniing rny friends 
Iiero W'hat fortune's are made in the colonies.’ — ‘ Immense! M. 
Belle-Hose, immense !’ — ‘ What alliances V — * What aiUancr's? 
Superb! M. Bt'lle-Rosc, superb! the meanest heiress has 
inillions of piastres.’ — ‘What life do th:y lead?*— ‘ The life 
of a prince, M. lUdJe- Rose.' 

“ ‘ You see/ said the husband, ‘ 1 did not make her say so.* 

“Tlie farce w^is thus performed. M. Belle-Rose olTered ua 
the refreshment of a glass of rum; w’o drank to his wife, and 
she drank to our good voyage, ‘ For I suppose,* she added, 

* that these genllenion are ours. My dear fellow/ said she to 

Jil 
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Fanfan, you have the face they like in those parts ; square 
shoulders, wide chest, well-made leg, nose d la Bourbon/ 
Then turning to me, * And you too ; oh ! you are well-limbed 
follows/ — * And lads too, who will not allow themselves to he 
trampled on,’ added Belle-Hose ; ‘ this gentleman has been at 
it already this morning/ ‘ What, already 1 1 congratulate 
him. Gome here, my dear sir, and let me kiss you; I always 
\\Ved young kWows, that is my taste: every one iias their iu- 

cVmaUou. Do ^caUma, — < Jealous of wliat ? 

My friend behaved like a second Bayard, as I sliall tell ilio 
regiment; the colonel shall know it, and advaueoment iriiist 
follow — corporal at least, if not an oificor. Ah, when you 
^avc the epaulette on your shoulders you will }>e a noted brave 
man!’ Faiifan jumped for joy. As for tno, sure that 1 was 
no Jess brave than he, 1 said to ni 3 ’seJf, ‘if' Jie advancis, I 
shall not hang hack/ We were both very Jiappy. 

“’I ouglit to tell you one thing,’ pursued ibo recruilor; 

‘ recommended as you are, you must excite jealoUvsy; there 
arc envious people everywhere ; but remember that if they uso 
a word of abuse 1 shall take it up; once under my protection 
— enough. Write to me.’ — ‘W'hat!’ said Fanfan, ‘do not 
you go with ns?’ — ‘ No,’ replied Belle- Rose, ‘to my great 
regret : the minister has need of me. J shall join you at Brest 
To-morrow at eight o’clock I expect you here, not later : to- 
day I have no leisure to remain longer witli you ; duty must 
he done. Adieu till to-morrow/ 

“ \Vc took leave of madamc Belle- Rose, who embraced us. 
Next day wc were, at half-past seven, aroused by the bugs 
which lodged with us at GrUibn's. ‘ Give me punctual men I’ 
said Belle-Rose, wdien he saw us ; ‘ I am one myself.’ Then 
assuming a more serious air: ‘If you have any friends and 
acquaintances, you have the rest of the day for leave-taking. 
Now this is your route; your allowance is three sous per 
league, with lodging, firing, and candle. You may start as 
soon as you like ; that is no affair of mine ; but do not forget, 
that, if you are found in the streets of Paris to-morrow evening, 
the police will conduct you to your place of destination.’ 

“ This threat cut us up root and branch ; but as we had 
baked, so we must brew; and we started. From Paris to 
Brest is a famous long walk, hut, in sjnte of blisters, we made 
ten leagues a-day. We arrived at last, but not without having 
a thousand times cursed Belle-Rose. A month afterwards we 
amharked. Ten years afterwards, day for day, 1 was made 
corporal, and Fanfan also promoted ; he was knocked on the 
head at St. Domingo, during Leclerc’s expedition. He w^as a 
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devil amongst the negro women. As for me, I have yet a 
steady foot and good eye ; my chest is well lined, and I may 
liave the lu^ to bury you all, I have passed many rough 
days ill my life ; been thrown from one colony to another ; I 
have rolled my ball as I went, and I have not been a loser; 
never mind, the children of glee will never die; — and then, 
when they are no more here, they are to be’ found elsewhere,” 
continued the serjeant Dufailli, striking the pockets of his 
uniform; and then lifting up his waistcoat, exposed a leather 
belt, apparently well lined. “ I say, there is yet butter in the 
churn, and yellow enough too, without counting what we may 
chance to borrow from the English. The India- Company owe 
me a balance still, which some three-masters will bring.” — In 
the meantime, all goes well with you, father Dufailli,” said 
the forager. ”Very well,” said the serjeani-major. Yes, 
very well, indeed, lliouglit I ; determining to cultivate an ac- 
quaintance which chance rendered so propitious for me. 
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Whilst giving us the scene of the recruiters, father DufailH 
had drunk at every sentence. lie was of opinion that words 
£owed best when moistened. He might, to be sure, have used 
water ; but he had a great horror of that, he said, ever since 
he fell into the sea, wdiich was in 1789. Thus it happened, 
that partly through drinking and partly through talking, he 
got drunk imperceptibly. At last he reached a point, at winch 
he found it impossible to express himself, but with the utmost 
difficulty ; his tongue became what wq call thick. And then 
the forager and serjeant-major retired. 

Dufailli and I remained alone : he was asleep and leant on 
the table, and began to snore; whilst 1 coolly gave myself up 
to a train of reflections. Three hours elapsed, and he liad not 
finished his sleep. When he awoke, he was quite surprised to 
find any one near him ; at first, he looked at me as through a 
thick fog, which did not allow him to distinguish my features, 
but insensibly the •vaj^our distqipeared, and he recognised me, 
wdiich was all he could do. .lie stumbled as he arose ; .and 
ordering a basin of collee, without milk, into which he emptied 
a salt-ccllar, swallowed llie liquid with small gulps; and hav- 
ing got rid of liia short sword, he took iiiy arm, dragging mo 
towards the door. My aid was most needful to him; it was 
tlie vine twining about the elm. “You arc going to tow me,“ 
said Jh’, “aiidl will pilot you. Du you see the telegraph ? 
What does it say, w'itli its arms in tlm air?” — “ It makes sig- 
nals tliat the Dufailli is lying to.“ “ The Dufailli, — thousand 
gods I a ship of three lumdred tons at least. Do not fear; 
all’s right with Dufailli.” At the same time, without letting 
go my arm, he took olf his hat, and placing it on the end of 
his linger, spun it round. “See iny compass ; attention — we 
go as the cockade points — whether the cape of the Hue des 
Precheurs! forward, march!” ordered Dufailli; and vve took 
together the road to the lower town, after he had put on hia 
hat with much noise. 
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Dufailli 1j td promised to advise me, but he was not in a 
state to do it. 1 anxiously desired that he sliould recover liis 
reason, hut. unfortunately, the air aml^exorcise produced a 
pr< «‘isely o]>j)osite eflect. On going down the main street, we 
were oldigf.l to enter every public hoii-se, with which the resi- 
dence of the army had filled the place; everywhere made a 
stay, shorter or longer. I endeavoured to make them as lu'ief 
as possible. Each shop, Dufailli said, was a port, into which 
W(‘ must ))iit, and each port increased the cargo, which he had 
already so much difficulty to carry, “ I am as full as a beg- 
gar,” said he to me, in broken words ; and yet I am not a 
beggar, for beggars never get drunk, do they, my boy ? ” 
'UVenty times I rt'solved on leaving him ; but Dufailli, when 
Bober, might aid me ; I remembered his full girdle, and even 
without that, I knew well that he had other resources than 
his Serjeant’s pay. Having reached the church in the Place 
d’ Alton, he took it into his head to have his shoes brushed, 
which, when done, he lost his balance in moving from the 
stool ; and, thinking he would fail, I approached to support 
him. “ What, countryman, don’t fear because I make a reel 
or two ; I have a sailor’s foot.” In the meantime the brush 
had given briglitncss to his shoes; and when they were coin- 
pleft'lv blackened, ” Come, the finishing touch,” said Dufailli ; 

” or is that for to-morrow?” At the same time he gave him 
a sous. ” You will not make a rich man of me, Serjeant.” — 

“ ‘VMiat, do you grumble? — mind I don’t kill you.” Dufailli 
made a gesture, but bis hat fell off, and, blown by the wind, 
rolled along the pavement; the shoe-black ran after it and 
brought it hack. ” It is not worth twopence,” cried Dufailli; 

” never mind, you arc a good fellow.” Tlicn thrusting his 
hands into his pocket.s, he took out a handful of money : 

” Here, drink to my In alth.” — “ Thanks, my colonel,” said the 
shoe- black, who proportioned his titles to the generosity he 
met with. 

” I must now,” said Dufailli, who seemed by degrees to 
recover his sense.s, ” lead you into good quarters.” 1 had 
made up my mind to accompany him wherever he went. I 
had witnessed his liberality, and I was not ignorant that 
drunkards are the most grateful persons possible to those who 
give them their company. I allowed myself then to be piloted 
as he wished, and we reached the Hue des Precheurs. At the 
door of a new house of elegant appearance, was a sentry and 
several soldiers. ” This is it,” said he. " What, here ? Are 
you going to take me to the staff-major ?” — ‘'The staff-major I 
— nonsense ; I say it is tlie beautiful and fair Magdelaine’s ; 
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or, if you like it better, *madame quarantc mille horainesf 
(madam forty thousand men) as they caliber/' — “ Impossible^ 
Dufailii, you are under some mistake," — " Oh, I see double, 
do I ? Is not tliat the sentinel ? " Dufailii advanced while 
speaking, and asked for admittance. “ Go back," said the 
quarter-master, roughly ; ^ you ought to know well enough 
that this is not your day." Dufailii persisted. " Go away, 
I tell you," said the subaltern, "or 1 will take you to the 
black hole." This threat made me tremble all over. 

Dufailli's obstinacy might be fatal to me, and yet it would 
not have been prudent to tell him my fears ; at all ev(Mits not 
where we then were; and I therefore only made some observa- 
tions to him, W'hich were however entirely lost upon hitii ii\ 

his pre^^ent state. " Let the fellow go and be , the sun 

shines equally for us all: liberty, equality, or death," lu- re 
peatod, whilst struggling to escape the hold 1 kept on him, 
that he might not commit himself in any w'ay. " E«iu:iUly, I 
tell you;" and in an attitude better conceivt^d than descrilu d, 
he locked at me with that stupid no-meamng staro whir.h a 
man has when he has "put an enemy into his moutli to ileal 
away his brains,” and reduce him to the level of a brute. 

I was in despair, when at the erv*, “Present anus!" fol- 
lowed by this warning, " Cannoneer, miml what you tio ; lic re 
is the adjutant, here is Boviguac;" he suddenly seemed quite 
to come to himself. A shower-bath falling from a ludglit of 
fifty feet, upon a maniac’s Iicad, has not ";o sudden an < fleet in 
restoring his senses. The name of Bcvignac made a singulrtr 
impression on the soldiery, who had ranged themselves in 
front of the ground floor of the fair Magdelaine's house. They 
looked at one anotl»cr without, as it seemed, daring to breathe, 
so much were they alarmed. The adjutant, who was a tall, 
meagre-looking man, having arrived, began to count liiem, 
whilst he made motions with his cane. 1 never saw a face so 
deeply farrowed ; on his thin and lank jaw's were two small 
unpowdered curls ; on the w'holc countenance might be traced 
a certain something, which declared that adjutant Bevignac 
was a perfect martinet, and detcrmiiiately opposed to anything 
like want of discipline. Anger was visible in his face, his 
eyes were blood-shot, and a horrible convulsion of his jaws 
announced that lie was about to speak. " By the devil's nest ! 

quiet! You know orders. None but officers I 
ByJSatan's nest! and every man in his turn." Then perceiving 
us and advancing towards us with uplifted cane, " What are you 
ttoing here, you serjeant of powder monkies ?" I thought he 
was about tj strike us. "Oh, I see," he added, "it is no- 
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thing; only drunk;’' addressing DufjiillL ‘MVell, a jovial 
cup is excusable; go to bed, and do not let me meet you 
again.” — ^^Yes, comlinandant,” replied Dufailli, at this order 
and we went away down the Rue des Pr^cheurs. 

Tlicre is no occasion to mention the profession of .the fair 
Jklag(!claine ic Picarde; it must have been already guessed. 
fSlie was a tall woman about twenty-three years of age, remark- 
able for the bloom of her complexion, as well as the beauty of 
licr ligurc. It was her boast, that she belonged to no one 
person. Sbe th voted herself, from a principle of conscience, 
entirely and solely to the army — the whole army — but nothing 
but the ;ir!n> : filer or field-marshal, all who wore the uniform 
were e(|U'iiiy wtil received by lior; but she professed great 
cv.nteinpt for what she calleti tlie snobs. There never was a 
e,Li'>eu win) coiil.; boast of lio’* favours: she >vus somewhat 
ien.uiou.s with mariiKs, whom -.he called, “ tar- buckets/’ and 
li-.-i'ceii at, jj'oasurc’, hecMus(' she eon! 1 not make up her mind 
t'- look Oil iln-.u as sohiiv rs ; and she used to say, that the 
m \ filh.d her pin--./-, and the army was her lover. This lady, 
\\hr'\ i iiad of'oa i«,h lo visit, at a subsequent period, for 
;i Ion Lime, ihc d>-ligln ol the camp, without her health being 
at all impaired, anil was supposed to i rich. But whether 
iMagdeiamo {^as 1 ktow'. ) vva.s not mereenary, or wliether as the 
old provijb goos, 'Wii it is got over the devil’s back is spent 
umlrr l/s belly.” I^htgih-luine died in » 12, at the hospital of 
Ardns, poor, hut tiiu- to lier flag: but iw^o years more, and, 
Itki- another nyin]>h well known in Paris, after the disaster of 
lioo, she would leive had the grief of calling lierself the 
” widow of tlie grand army." 

It is vev> diillcult to eradicate an idea from a brain trou- 
blod with the fumes of wine. Dufailii had resolved on finish- 
ijig the dav in female society, and nothing could turn him from 
it. Scarcely had we taken half-a-dozen steps, than, Jookkig 
])ack, “ He has disappeared,” said he ; “ come along, this 
way ; ” and, leaving my arm, he advanced towards a door, at 
wliicli lie knocked ; and which, after a few minutes, was half 
opened, and an old woman’s head appeared. What do you 
want?” — “What do we want?” answered Dufailii; don’t 
you know m.e ? Do not you recognise friends '? ” — Ah ! all ! 
is it you, father Dufailii ; there is no room for you.” ** No 
room for friends! You’re joking, mother; you arc playing 
oir .some trick upon us.” — “No, on the word of an honest 
woman ; you know, my old lad, that no one is more welcome 
tlian yourself; hut my eldest daughter is engaged, and so if 
Pauline ; but we shall be glad to see you by and bye,” — Well# 
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if it must be so, mother Thomas/* said Dufailii, putting a 
piece of money on his eye, “ it cannot be helped, but you must 
get us something to drink meanwhile; you have some little 
spare corner to put us into.** — “Ay, ay, always a wag, always 
a wag, father Dufailii ; it is impossible to refuse your insinu- 
ating requests. Colne! quick, quick, let no one see you 
coming in ; hide yourselves there, my boys, and mum.’* 

Madame Thomas had placed us behind an old screen, in a 
low room, through which all persons going out must pass. 
We did not wait long alone. Mademoiselle Pauline came to 
us first, and, having whispered to her mother, came and sat 
down with us to a flask of Rhenish. 

Pauline, was not fifteen years of age, and yet she had alieady 
acquired the dissipated <'nr, the bold look, the loose discourse, 
the hoarse voice, and the disgusting manners of the eornmon 
courtezan, dhis early pny to dissipation w%as destined for 
my amusement, and was lavish in her endearments. Tln rdse 
was bettor suited to the bald head of my (•om])anion, who 
waited until she should he at leisure ; and, at length, the quick 
ste]) of a hussar hoot, garnished with spurs, anuoimctd that 
the cavalier was taking leave of his lady fair. Dufailii, who 
was somewhat im])atient, rose abruptly from his seat, but his 
short sword getting between his legs, he f ll, knocking down 
the screen, table, bottles, and glasses. “ Kxcuse me, captain,” 
he stammered out, whilst endeavouring to rise; “it was the 
fault of the wall.” — “ Oh, it is no consequence,” said tlie 
officer; who, although rather confusetl, very readily aided in 
lifting him up, wliilst J’aullue, Therbse, and tludr mother, w'cre 
seized with a fit of irrepressible langhU'r. When Dufailii had 
recovered his feel, the captain departed; and, as the fall had 
produced no bruise nor wound, nothing cheeked our mirth. 

I shall throw a veil over the remaining scenes of this evening. 
We were in a pi -ice where Dufailii was well known, and my 
readers may guess the rest ; suffice it to say, tliat about one 
o’clock in the morning, 1 was buried in profound sleep, when 
I was suddenly awakened by a most tremendous uproar. 
Without suspecting the cause, I dressed myself in haste, and 
some cries of ‘‘Guard! guard! Murder! murder!” from the 
shrill lungs of mother Thomas, warned me that the danger 
was not far off. 1 was unarmed, and ran immediately to Du- 
failli’s room, to ask for his tinder-box, of which 1 knew I 
should make a better use than he would. It was time, for our 
castle was invaded by five or six marines, wlio, sword in hand, 
were endeavouring to get our berths. These gentlemen were 
threatening, neither more nor less, than to force us to jump 
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out of the windows ; and, as they swore, besides, to pul every- 
thing to fire and sword in the house, mother Thomas, with her 
squeaking pipe, wjis pealing the tocsin of alarm with a noise 
that aroused the whole neighbourhood. Although a man not 
easily frightened, I confess I felt a sensation of fear which I 
could not repress. The event, whatever^ it might be, would 
probably end seriously for me. 

I was, however, determined to take a resolute part Pauline 
earnestly besought me to shut myself up with her. “ Fasten 
the bolt,” said she. “ I beseech you to fasten the holt” But 
the garret in which we were was not impregnable. I might 
he blockaded ; and preferred defending the approach to the 
))lncc, rather than run the risk of being taken like a rat in a 
trap. Tn spite of Pauline’s efforts to detain me, I attempted 
a sortie, and was soon engaged with the * assailants. I darted 
amongst them from the end of a narrow gallery, and with so 
much impetuosity, that before they could recover them- 
selves, upset, and thrust headlong from a lafider, by vfliich 
they were atterwpting to gain an entrance, they were laid 
sprawling on the ground, bruised and wounded severely. Then 
Pauline, her sister, and Diifailli, to render tlie victory more 
decisive, flung upon them all that carno to hand; chairs, tables, 
stools, and various ct cieteras, to detail which would be tedi- 
ous. At every missile that struck them, the enemy, prostrate 
on the pavement, cried out with pain and rage. In a moment 
the passage was filled. This nocturnal brawl could not fail to 
arouse all in tlie vicinity ; and the night-guard, police agents, 
and patrol, entered the domicile of madame Thomas ; — there 
must liave been at least fifty men, all armed, and making a 
tremendous hubbub. Madame Thomas endeavoured to testify 
that her house was quite tranquil, but they would not hear her : 
and these words, some of which were pretty significant, reached 
our ears from the ground floor — “ Take this woman off.” — 

“ Come, old , follow us ; or shall we get a wheelbarrow to 

bundle you in, old duchess ? Come, no nonsense.” ** Sweep 
off the whole party ; take every one ; seize their arras. I will 
teach you, you blackguards, to make a row.” From these 
words, pronounced in -e provincial accent, and mixed with oc- 
casional interjections, which, like the garlic and pepper, are 
fruits of his country, we learnt that adjutant Bevignac was at 
the head of the party. Dufailli h-ad no inclination to get inko 
his clutches ; and, as for me, I had excellent reasons for 
wishing to escape, “ The staircase — go up the staircase, and 
guaid the passage,” roared out Bevignac. But whilst he 
thus bellowed and vociferated, I had time to tie a sheet to the 
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window-bar, and the obstacles wbicli separated ns from tlie 
anned force had not been removed, when Pauline, Thercse, 
Dufailli, and myself, were already out of reach. This threat, 
“ Do not trouble yourselves — I will follow you,” which we 
heard at a distance, only moved our laughter. The danger 
was over. 

We consulted as to where wc should pass the night. Ther^sc 
and Pauline proposed that we should quit the city, and make 
a pastoral excursion into the country. “No, no,” said Du- 
failli; “let us go toBoutrois;” and this was agreed on. M. 
Boutrois, altho»»gh it was an untimely hour, opened his doors 
with much politeness. “Ah,** said he to Dufailli, “ I learnt 
that you had received your pri^e-moncy, and you are both riglit 
and welcome to pay us a visit. I have some admirable claret. 
What will the ladies plcaso to take? A two-bedded room, I 
see,” At the same time M. Boutrois, armed with a huncli of 
keys, and with a candle in his hand, led us to the room destined 
for us. “ You Avill find yourselves quite at home here. No 
one will disturb you; where we purvey for the lieutenant of 
the marine, the commandant in chief, and tne coinmis.sary- 
general of police, you know no one dares to interfere. Ma- 
dame Boutrois now does not like a joke, so I shall take care 
and say that you are alone. Madame B. is a very good wo- 
man — a very good woman; hut her manners, you see — her 
manners are very formal ; and on this point she is strictness 
personified. Women here! If she had only the vslightest 
suspicion of such a thing, she would think herself lost for ever; 
she has such an opinion of the sex in general ! Oli, mon 
Dieu! must we not live with the living? — the jolly — the vi- 
vacious? I am a philosopher myself, provided — mind, 1 fiixy 
provided— 'that there is no ground foi scandal ; and suppose 
there were, why every one to his liking, as the elderly gentle- 
woman said when she embraced her cow ; every person to his 
own way wof thinking and doing ; the only point being, that 
it does not offend or prejudice any one.” 

M. Boutrois treated us to a great many more equally bril- 
liant aphorisms ; after which he told us that he had a well- 
stocked cellar, all of which was at our service. “ As for the 
boiler,” he added, “ that at the present hour has got rather 
cool, but your worships have only to order, and in a brace of 
seconds all shall be ready.” Dufailli ordered some claret, and 
a fire, although it was quite warm enough to have done without. 

The claret was brought, five or six logs were cast on the 
fire, and an ample collation spread before us. Some cold 
pQultry occupied the centre of the table, and formed the re- 
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Fisting point of an unprepared repast where all had been cal- 
culated for an enormous appetite Dufailii desired that no- 
thing should be wanting ; and M. Boutrois, sure of being well 
paid, waiJ most complying. Theiese and her sister devoured 
all with their eyes, and 1 was not in a bad humour for coni- 
inencing the attack and carrying on the war. 

Wliilst I was cutting up the fowl, Dufailli tasted the claret. 
‘‘ Delicious, delicious !’* he repeated, smacking his lips, and 
then began to drink lieartily ; and scarcely had we begun to 
eat, than an unconquerable drowsiness nailed him to his chair, 
when he snored away most comfurtahly until the dessert came 
in. He then woke, crying out, “ The devil — it blows hard — 
where am 1 ? Docs it freeze ? I feel a sort of an all-cvcrish- 
I-donH-know-how-ishness.*’ “ Oh,” cried Pauline, who took 
me foi a sapper of the guards, “ his supper has not well di- 
gested.” — The papa’.s legs and back are asleep,” said 
Tlierese, in her turn, and opening a sort of sweetmeat box in 
which was some snuff, “ Take a pinch, my venerable ; that 
wdll clear your eyes.” DafailJi took a pinch ; and if I men- 
tion this circiniistance, trilling in itself, it is because 1 have 
beiore neglected to say, that Paulinc\s sister was more than 
tliirty, and from tlie simple fact that slie took snuff like a 
lawyer or commissary’s clerk, we may easily imagine that she 
was not in tlm freshness and bloom of youth and beauty. 

However that may he, Dufailli made much of her. *‘ J like 
tlio little llniig,” he said occasionally, ” slio is a good girl.” 
— “Oh, tliat is nothing new,” replied Therese, ” whenever a 
vessel anchors in our roads, I have gone through the scrutiny 
of all the crew ; and 1 defy any sailor to say, * black’s the 
wliite of my eye.’ "When one knows how to behave as one 
should, one — ” The wench says right,” interrupted Du- 
failli. 1 like her because she is open, and so I wdll give her 
a good turn.” — “ Ah, ah, ah,” cried Pauline, laughing and 
tlicn addressing me, ‘‘ And you, will you give me a similar 
turn 

Thus ran on our conversation, when we heard, coming from 
the road leading to the harbour, a body of men, whose boots- 
made a great noise as they walked. “ Captain’ Paulet for 
ever I” they cried out captain Paulet for ever!” The 
troop soon stopped in front of the hotel. ** Hallo ! father 
Boutrois, father Boutrois?” they roared out all together. Some 
tried to force the door ; others thumped with the knocker in 
a most energetic manner ; some pulled the bell with incredible 
violence ; and others threw stones at the shutters. 

.At tliis uproar I started, imagining that our asylum was to 
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he again attacked ; Pauline and her sister were not quite at 
ease ; and at length somebody running hastily down stairs, 
four steps at a time, the door was opened, and there was a 
rush, as if the embankments of a ditch had given way. The 
torrent was headlong ; a mixture of voices uttered sounds 
quite unintelligible to us. “ Peter, Paul, Jenny, Eliza, house, 
everybody, wife, get up ! By Jove, they sleep like dormice." 
tJne might have thought that the house was on lire. We soon 
heard doors opening and shutting ; there was a noise of tables, 
an inconceivable uproar, a female servant who was bitterly 
complaining of indecent treatment, shouts of riotous laughter, 
and bottles rattling and breaking. Plalcs, dishes, and glass 
clashing together, and the winding up of the jack, added to 
the din ; a chinking of money, oaths in English and French 
occasionally heard amidst this infernal clatter, all made tlie 
place a perfect bedlam broke loose. By Jove, it is Joy, or t 
never beard it before," said Dufailli. “ What arc all these 
rejoicings for? What does it all mean? Have they eajj- 
tured the Spanish galleons ? But this is not tlie track lor 
them.” 

Dufailli cudgelled his brain to make out the cause of all tlie 
uproar, which was to me equally inexplicable, when M. Bou- 
trois, with a radiant lace, entered, to ask leave to light a lire. 
" You do not know," said he, “that the ‘ Kevanche ’ has just 
come into jiort. Our Paulet has been carrying on the W'ar in 
his old way is he not a fortunate fellow 1 A capture ol three 
millions (francs) Ixneath the very cannon of Dover." — 
“ Three millions !’ cried Dufailli, " and I not there !" — “ Do 
you hear that, sister? Three millions!" added Pauline, 
jumping like a young kid. “ 'J'hree millions!" echoed Thcrese, 
" 1 am delighted ! We shall come in for a share!" — “Ah, 
woman, woman," interrupted DulViilli, “ interest before all : 
you sliould rather think of your mother, who is perhaps at 
this moment in darkness and distress." — “ Mother Thomas is 

an old " added Therdse. “ Come, that is neat, very neat," 

observed Boutrois, “ for a daughter. * Honour thy father and 
thy mother, , that thy days maybe long,' — “ I cannot 
swallow that three millions," said Dufailli. “ Tell us, father 
Boutrois, all about it." Our host excused liimself on the 
plea of business ; “ Besides," he added, “ I do not well know 
the particulars, and am in a great hurry." 

The riot continued } I heard them ranging chairs, and the 
silence that followed betokened that their jaws were filled. As 
it was probable that there would be some suspension of these 
nnoises, I proposed that we shoatd go to bed, which was agreed 
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on ; and as daybreak was near at hand» that we might not be 
disturbed by the light, 'and make up for lost time, we drew 
the curtains close. 

However, we were not aroused so soon as 1 had anticipated: 
tailors eat fast and drink long. Songs, which shook the very 
glasses, at length disturbed our repose ; forty discordant 
voices joining in the chorus of the celebrated hyniii of Roland. 
“ Devil take the singers V* cried Dufailli, “ 1 had the most 
agreeable dream ; — 1 was at Toulon : were you ever at Toulon, 
old follow ?” f answered Dufailli, that I knew Toulon, but 
could not see what relation there could be between his agree- 
able dream and that city, I was a galley-slave, he replied, 
“ and J had just escaped.** Dufailli perceived that this state- 
ment made an unpleasant impression on me, which 1 could 
not conceal. “ Well, what is the matter with you, country- 
man ? 1 had just escaped, and that’s no bad dream, I think, 

for a prisoner. It was only a dream, to ho sure; but that is 
not all, for J entered amongst the corsairs, and got as much 
g(dd as 1 could cany.” 

Although I have never been superstitious, I must confess I 
took Duhiilli’s dveaui as a prediction on my future lot ; it was 
perliaps a warning from IJeavon, to determine the course I 
should pursue. However, said J to myself, at present I do 
not deserv(‘ He aven's interposition, and perhaps 1 o))ly fancy it. 

1 soon made another reflection. Jt occurred to me, that the 
old Serjeant miglit have been venting bis susj)ieions cf me, 
nnd the idea vexed me. I rose ; and Dufailli saw that I had 
jm air more serious than usual ; “ What nils you said he, 

why, you look as moping as an owl.’' — “ Has anybody sold 
you pease which you cannot Ixdi ?” asked Pauline, taking me 
by the arm, and swinging me round to disturb my reverie. 

“ is lie in tlic doldrums inquired 'J'heiese. “ Hold your 
tongue,” ?'e[died Dufailli, “ and speak when you have leave to 
do so; ill tne meantime, sleep, sluts, sleep, and do not move 
till we return.” 

He tlien beckoned me to follow him ; and in obeying he 
conducted me to a lilth* par) our, wliere wi: found captain Paulet 
and his crew, the majority of whom were drunk with wine and 
joy. As soon as we appeared, there was a unanimous shout 
of “Dufailli! Dufailli!” — “Hail to mine aneient !*’ said 
Paulet ; and then ollering my conq^anicn a seat beside liim, 
added, “Anchor here, my old cock, we may well sny that 
Providence is good.. M. Boutrois, Boutrois, bring more 
•bishops,’ as if it rained wine. Come, we will have no sorrow 
here, from this time henceforward,” he added, pressing Du- 
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failli’s hand. Paulf»t tlicn looked attentively at me, and said, 

I think 1 know yon, we have met before ; you have handled 
a marline spike, my hearty.” 

I told him that 1 had been on board the privateer, “ Barras,” 
but that I did not recollect having ever met him before. 

Well, then, we will make acquaintance now. 1 do not 
Vaiow/' he added, ” but you look like a jolly dog — a lad ibr 
all sorts of weathers, as we say. 1 say, my boys, has he not 
the look of a hearty chap ? J like the cut of his jib. Sit here, 
on my right hand ; by my fist, what a back and loins ; here 
are shoulders I You are just the lad for fishing for English- 
men.” On finishing these words, he put on my head his red 
cap. ‘‘ It docs not look amiss on the lad,” ho added, with a 
knowing look, but in which there was much kindness. 

1 saw at once that the captain would not be sorry to num- 
ber me amongst his crew. Oufailli, who had not yet become 
speechless, exhorted me most energetically to profit by the 
opportunity; this was the good advice he had promised me, 
and 1 followed it. It was agreed that 1 siiould go a. voyage, 
and tliat the next day I should go to the owner, M. Choisnard, 
who would advance me some money. 

It must not be doubted but that I was well received by my 
new comrades ; the captain had placed a thousand crowns to 
their credit at the hotel, and many of them had other resources 
in tlie city. I never witnessed such profusion. Nothing was 
too tl»*ar or delicate for the privateers. M. Boutrois, to satisfy 
tliem, was compelled to put the whole city and environs iii 
requisition, and even despatched couriers to nourish their 
luxurious palates, the duration of which was not limited to a 
single day. It w’as on Monday, and my companion was not 
soliered by the following Sunday; as for me, my stomach 
and head agreed delightfully, and neither received the slightest 
check. 

Eufaili! had forgotten his promise to the ladies, and I re- 
minded him of it; and quitting our party for a moment, I 
returned to them, presuming that they were growing impatient 
at our absence. Pauline was alone, her sister had gone to 
learn what was become of their mother ; she soon returned, 
and throwing herself on the bed, she exclaimed with an air of 
despair, “We are undone for ever.” — “What is the matter?” 
1 asked, “ We are lost,” she answered, with her face bathed in 
tears, “ Two men have been carried to the hospital with 
broken ribs, a guard has been wounded, and the commandant 
has ordered the house to be shut up. What will become of usf 
where can we find a home?'' 
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home,” said I, **you shall always find; but where is 
your mother Therese answered that her mother was first 
led to the guard-house, and afterwards to the city prison, and 
the report was that slie would not very easily get out again. 

This information gave me some uneasiness : mother Thomas 
would be questioned, and perhaps had already been examined 
at the poiiee-ofhce, or by the commissary-general; and she 
doubtlf^HS had mentioned, or would mention, Dufailli's name; 
and if lie v;ere questioned I should be so also. It was im- 
portant to prevent this; I returned with haste to concert with 
the Serjeant the measures necessary to be pursued. Fortunately, 
he was not so far gone as not to hear reason. I talked only of 
the danger which threatened him; he understood me, and 
taking twenty guineas from his pocket, “ Here,” said he, *^is 
wherewithal to stop mother Thomas's blabbing tongue and 
then calling a waiter to him, he gave him the money, desiring 
him to carry it forthwith to the prisoner. “ He is the jailor’s 
son,” said Hufailli, “ and has admittance everywhere ; and, 
moreover, is a close and discreet lad.” 

Our messenger returned quickly, and told us that mother 
Thomas, though twice examined, had mentioned no names, 
and had received tlie bribe with giatitude; vowing that sho 
was del.ei milled, if she died for it, to say nothing tliat could 
injure us ; and thus I was assured that 1 had nothing to fear 
on this bead. And as to the wenches, what must we do witli 
them ?” said 1 to Dufailli. ” Oli, we must e.xport them to 
Dunkirk, and I will pay the expenses,” he replied ; and we 
then returned to prepare them for their departure. At first 
tliey appeared aKtoiiishcd ; but after some arguments, proving 
that it was the best method they could adopt, and that tliero 
was danger in remaining longer at Boulogne, they resolved to 
leave us. The next day we started them olt^ and the parting 
did not cost us much pain. 

Mother Thomas recovered her liberty after six months’ con- 
finement; Pauline and her sister then returning to the mater- 
nal bosom, though torn from their native soil, renewed the 
courses of their former lives. I know not whether they made 
a fortune ; it is not impossible. But for want of accurate in- 
formation, I hero end their history, and resume my own. 

Paulet and his crew had scarcely noticed our absence before 
wc rejoined them ; we sang, drank, and eat alternately without 
stirring, until midnight ; thus confounding all repasts in one 
lengthened meal. Paulet and Flcuriot, his second in com- 
mand, w'ere the heroes of the feast; physically, as well as 
morally, they were the perfect antipodes of eacli other. The 
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former was a stout short man, strong backed, square set, with 
a neck like a bull ; wide shoulders, a full face, and his features 
like that of a lion, his aspect either fierce or gentle ; in fight, 
he was pitiless, elsewhere he was humane and compassionate. 
At the moment of boarding he was a perfect demon ; in the 
bosom of his family, and with his wife and children, except a 
little roughness of manner, he was as mild as a dove ; then lie 
was the jolly, simple, bluff, and rough farmer ; a perfect 
patriarch, whom it was impossible to discern in the pirate. 
Once on shipboard, Jiis manners and language entirely changed. 

• and he became harsh and course to excess; his will was 
despotic as that of an oriental pasha ; abrupt and rude, lie had 
an iron arm and will, and woe to him who opposed either, 
i^aulet was a daring and good man, scn.sib.ie thougJi brutal ; no 
one ever j)ossessed more frankness and loyalty. 

Paulet’fl lieutenant was one of the nnxst .singular Ix'ings I 
ever met with ; endowed with a most robu.sl eoustilution, al- 
though yet very young, he had tried it vviiii e\ei\\ wort of 
excess; he was one of tho.se libiTtine.s, win. »y (Iml of aiilici- 
patiiig the pleasures of life’s stoies, spends lus revenue before 
lie gets it, eats his calf in the cow's billy, llea-.i.^^trong, with 
vivid passions and a lieated iimu'ination, he bin! early aban- 
doned himself to premature e-xcesses. J|(* had ijotri‘aehed liis 
twentieth year, when the decay of has Junes, together wnth 
a universal winking of his whole frame, had compelled him 
to quit the artillery, into wliicli he had eriten d at eighteen 
years of age, and now this ]>ooi fellow liad scarcely a brt'ath 
of life in him ; he was frightfully lliin ; two large eyes, whose 
blackness made more aj»parc'i! tin* melaaelndi ])aicness of his 
com])iexiim. were apparently all that lemaini-d oi' this carcass, 
ill winch, iiowe\er, wais a woul of lire, riennot was not ig- 
norant tliat his days were inimbeivd. 'J'he most able physi- 
cians had pronounced hi.s sentence of death, and tlie certainty - 
of his ajiproaclnng dissolution Jiad suggested to him a strange 
Te.solution. This is what In; told me upon the suliject : “I 
served,” said lie, “ in the fifth regiment of iiglit artillery, 
where I was entered as a voIunt<*t*r. Tlio regiment was quar- 
tered at JMetz A gay life and hanl Mork had exhausted me, 
and I was as dry as parchment. One morning the turn-out 
was sonmled. and we set off. f fell sick by the way, and 
received an hospital order; and a few days afterwards, the 
doctors, seeing tiiat J spit l)lo«)d alniiulantly, declared that my 
lungs were not in a state to be subjected to the exercises of a 
hoise, and consequently 1 was advised to enter the foot 
artiilery : and scarcely was I well when I did so. I left one 
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berth for another, the small for the large, the six for twelve, 
the spur tor the spatterdash. I had no longer to gallop hard, 
but i had to turn my body about on the platform ; to jump 
up :im] down like a goat, to roll guii-carriages about, to dig 
tvonclics, to strap u]> artillery gear, and, worse than that, to 
e.ary on niy back the infernal' knapsack, that eternal calf’s 
skill which lias killed more conscripts than the guns of Ma- 
leui^o. I'lie exit’s skin gave me a knock-down blow. 1 could 
not resist its attack. J otfcred myself to the depot, and, 
was cuinutted. 1 had only to underr'O the inspection of the 
gi’U' ral. Hr was that martinet Sarrazin. He came to me. 
*1 \viii W'lger tliat he is still w'cak-chested : arc you not?’ 

Crnsuuiptiou ill tlio second ih grce/ replicil the major. ‘ Is 
it so / i Lhou;;'ht 11 . I sniti so. They are all narrow-shoul- 
<{i‘'eiij holhiw -riu ' led, taiiky-Iimhed, thick-visaged. SIiow 
y<Mir Jo^s, i.y i lit ro an* four Campaigns ih them yet,’ cou- 
ii:.a-d ti)o n- r li, sirikii’.g me on tiie calf. ‘And now wiiat 
v't^iild vou •* Vour (ijMni.s.sal ? You shan’t have it. Be- 
N!(o h** ;'(ld(<l. ' tteath only comes to him who pauses; go 
; riir way 1 wish'd to spe.ik. ‘ Begone,’ repeated the 

.o'ral, ' ii »hJ he silent.’ 

“ Tin iiisjioetion concluded ; 1 went and threw myself on 
my r imp" lu'ii, and vvliilst I reclined on my ibur-feet-long mat- 
in reli(‘eting on tlic harshness of the general, it occurred 
In Liie that 1 might find liir.i more traclahJc if I were reconi- 
ne mled h\ one of his brother ollicer.s. My father had been 
ihtiin.'de with general Logrand, w'ho was then at tlie camp at 
Ainideteusc, and 1 thought 1 might liitd a protector in him. 

1 saw him, and he welcomed me as the sn^n of an old friend, 
gavi‘ me a (rtter to Sairazin, and sent one of liis aide-de- 
e.imps to atteii'i nu-. The recommendation wa.s pressing, and 
i made sure of success. Wc arrived at the camp, and mak- 
ing for the general’s abode, a soldier pointed il out to us, 
and we found ourselves at the gate of ;i dilapidated barrack, 
whieli bon* no maiks of being a generafs residence ; no sen- 
inu'l, no inscription, no sentry-box. I knocked with my 
sabre -hilt, and a voice cried ‘ Enter,' with the accent and tone 
of displeasure. A packthread, which I pulled, drew up a 
wooden latcli, and the first object that met our eyes on pene- 
trating this asylum, was a woollen covering, under which, 
lying side by side on the straw, were the general and his negro. 
In this posture he gave us audience, Sarrazin took the 
letter, and 1,'aving road it, without changing hivS position, he 
said to the aide-de-camp, ‘ Gimeral Legrand takes an interest 
in tliis young man. Well, what would he have ? tliat I put 

14 
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him on half* pay? Oh! he cannot think of such a things* 
Then addressing me * How much fatter should you he, if I 
put you on half-pay ? Oh, j'ou have a fine prospect at home : 
if you are rich, to die gradually with over nursing ; if you are 
poor, to increase the misery of your parents, and finish 
your days in an hospital. I am a doctor for you : and my 
prescription is a bullet, and then your cure will follow : if you 
escape that, the knapsack will do for you, or marching and 
exercise will put you to rights ; these are additional chances. 
Besides, do as I do, drink tar-water : that is worth all your 
jalaps, and gruels, and messes.’ At the s;.ine time h# 
stretched out his arm, he seized a large pitcher, which was 
near him, and filled a can, which he offered to me, and all 
refusal was in vain. I was compelled to swallow some of the 
nauseous stuff) as was also the aide-de-camp ; the general 
drank after us, Snd his negro, to w'hom he handed the can, 
finished what was left. 

“ There was then no hope of his recalling the decision 
against which I had appealed, and we withdrew greatly dis- 
contented. The aide-de-camp returned to Amhletetise and 1 
to Fort Chatillon, which I entered more dead than alive. 
From this moment I became the prey to an apathetic sadness, 
which absorbed all my faculties : I then obtained an exemp- 
tion from service: night and day I rcmaiiu'd on my couch, 
indifferent to all around me ; and I think I should have re- 
mained in that position till now, if one winter’s night the 
English had not determined to burn our flotilla. An iiicoii- 
eeivahle fatigue, although 1 did nothing, seizing on my senses, 
had induced a profound sleep Suddenly 1 was aroused by the 
report of cannons. I arose, and through the panes of my 
window, I saw a thousand fires crossing each other in the air. 
On one side were immense trains of fire like rainbows; on 
the other side were vast stars, which seemed to grow larger 
and redder, and my first idea was that I saw fireworks. At 
length a noise like that of torrents, which precipitate them- 
selves in cascades from the tops of rocks, gave me a sort of 
shuddering feeling ; at intervals darknT^ usurped the place of 
the ruddy light, which I can only compare to daylight in helk 
The very earth seemed scorched by it. I was already agitated 
by fever, and I thought my head was swelling larger and 
larger. The muster- call was beaten, I heard the cry * To 
arms ! * and on the ground the trampling of horses’ feet. 
Terror seized me, and delirium possessed me. I got my 
boots, and tried to pull them on ; it was impossible ; they 
were too tight, my legs were entangled in them ; I tried to 
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pull them off again ; I could not. During my exertions each 
moment increased my fears, all my comrades were dressed ; 
the silence which reigned about me warned me that I was 
alone, and whilst, from all parts, persons were running toge- 
ther, without thinking of the inconvenience of my boots, I fled 
with haste across the country, carrying my clothes under my 
arms. 

Next day I reappeared amidst all the people whom I found 
Jiving. Ashamed of a cowardice at which I was myself asto- 
I had trumped up a story, which if I could insure 
l&mief, would have given me the reputation of a hero. Unfortu- 
nately the tale was not swallowed so easily as I could have 
desired ; no one was the dupe of my lies : sarcasms and rude 
jokes without end were tlirown out, until I almost burst with 
spite and rage ; in any other circumstances 1 would have 
fought the whole regiment, but 1 was in a state of weakness, 
from which I did not rouse till the following night, when I 
recovered a little of my wonted energy. 

“ The English had again commenced the bombardment of 
the city, and were so close to the shore, that we could even 
hear their voices, and the baljs of the thousand cannons on the 
coast passed over their heads. Moveable batteries were then 
erected, which, to approach them as closely as possible, 
floated according to the ebb and flow of the tide. I was 
ordered to the command of a twelve-pounder, which having 
stationed at the extremity of the rafts, we anchored. At that 
very moment, a shower of bullets were directed at us : our 
howitzers were observed under the waggons, and amongst the 
horses. It was evident that in spite of the obscurity of the 
night, we had become an object of aim to the enemy. We 
w'ere about to return the compliment, and had altered the level 
of our gun, when my corporal, almost as much alarmed as I 
had been the previous evening, desirous of seeing if the trun- 
nions had got loose in shifting the gun, placed his hand on 
them, and suddenly uttered a piercing shriek which was re- 
echoed all along the bank. His fingers were crushed beneath 
twenty hundred weight of metal. He attempted to disengage 
them, but the incumbent mass only pressed the more heavily, 
and he was still held fast, and when enabled to disengage him- 
self he fainted. A dram of brandy revived him, and I offered 
to lead him to the camp, which was no doubt set down as a 
pretext for absenting myself. 

** The corporal and I walked away together ; hut at the 
moment of entering the artillery warren, which we had to 
cross, a huniiiig hand-grenade fell between two chests filled 
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with powder. The danger was imminent, and in a few seconds 
the whole ammunition would have blown up. By running 
away 1 could have escaped safely, but a change came over me, 
and death was no longer fearful. Quicker than lightiiiu}!;' I 
seized on the metal lube whence brinistone and hery matter 
were escaping, and attempted to extinguisb tlie flame ; imt 
tliis being impossible, 1 carried it in rny hand, blazing as it 
was, to a distance ; and the iiistant i threw it on tlie 
earth, it burst with a violence that sliivcrcd the metal 
pieces. 

“ There w’as a witness of this deed ; my hands, my face, Wy" 
burnt garments, tlie sides of the powder-boxes already black- 
ened with fire, all testified my courage. I might have l>een 
proud, hut 1 was only satisfied : my com]>anioiis would liencofor- 
ward have no right to taunt me witii their ofll nsive jokes. AVe 
went onwards, and scarcely had wc advanced a single ste]), 
when the whole atmosphere seemed one blaze of fire ; tlie 
flames appeared in seven places at onee, and the brilllani .'iiid 
horrible light seemed at the harbour : the slates crairked, 
whilst the roofs were burning, and wc thought we heard tlie 
report of musquetry. Some detachments, deceived by this, 
scoured about to discover the enemy. Nearer to us, at a 
short distance from the shit>-building yard, clouds of smoke 
and flame ros-c from a thatch, wlience tlie huriiiiig stre.w was 
driven in all directions by the wind. We heard a cry of dis- 
tress — the voice of a child — wliich struck to my heart ; it 
was perhaps too late, hut I ^determined to attempt its rcseiu', 
and sueceedi d in rcstiifing the infant to its motlier, who, 
having left it fur an instant, was returning to it in an agony 
of distress. 

My honour was now redeemed, and cowardice could no 
longer be charged upon me. I returned to the battery, 
when every person congratulated me. A chief of a battalion 
promised me a cross, which lie had, however, been unable to 
procure for himself for forty years, because lie had always had 
the bad luck to get behind, and never in front of the can- 
non. I was now in a fair way of getting renown, and opjior- 
tunities presented pcipetually. There were mediators ap- 
pointed between England and France to negotiate for peace. 
Lord Lauderdale was in Paris as plenijiotentiary, when the 
telegraph announced the bombardment of Boulogne, which 
was but the second act to the attack of Copenhagen. At this 
information, the emperor, indignant at a causeless renewal of 
hostilities, sent for lord L., reproached him with the perfidy 
•f his cabinet, and ordered him to quit France instantly. A 
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fortnight afterwards, lord Lauderdale arrived here at th« 
Canon d'Or, He w'as an Englishman, and the exasperated 
people were desirous of revenging themselves on him : they 
surrounded him, mobbed him, and pressed upon him . and 
in defiance of the protection of two officers who were at- 
tending him, they showered • stones and mud upon him from 
all sides. Pale, 'trcrnhling, and faltering, the peer thought he 
was about to fall a sacrifice, when, sword in liand, J cleared 
my way through the rabble, ciying, ‘ Destruction to whoever 
‘U, likes him ! ' I harangued the multitude, dispersed tliein, 
gjid led the way to the harbour, where, without being subjected 
m farther insult, he embarked on board a llag-of-triice-hoat. 
Jle soon reached the English squadron, which the next 
evening reneweil the bombardment. TJie following night we 
were again on the sliore, and at one o’clock the English, after 
throwing a few Congreve rockets, suspended their firing ; and 
1, worn out ivith toil, threw myself on a gun-carriage, and 
.slept soundly. I know not how long my sleep lasted, hut 
wlien I awoke 1 was up to my neck in water, my blood 
was frozen, my limbs stificned, and my sight and memory 
h(-\7ildert'd. ]h)ulognc had changed its situation, ami J took 
the fire of the fiotillri for that of the en(?rny. It was the 
conimencenient of a lengthened malady, during which I ob- 
stinately refused to go to the hospital. At lengtii I was 
eonvnlescent ; hut as I only recovered slowly, I was agaia 
named for the half-pay, and this time was rtnluced against 
my own wish ; for 1 had now adopted tlie opinion of gene- 
ral Sarraziu. 

“ I had no longer any wish to die in my bed, and apply- 
ing to myself the sense of the words, * There is only death 
for liirn that pauses,’ — that 1 might not pause, 1 commenced 
a career in which, witliout too painful labours, there is a 
never-ceasing activity requisite. Persuaded tliat I linve hut a 
sliort time to live, 1 am determined to employ that time. I 
have turned privateer, and what risk do I rim ? 1 can hut 

he killed, and have hut little to lose ; in the meanwhile I 
want for nothing, emotions of every sort ; perils and plea- 
sures ; and now 1 never pnnsi\” 

The reader will now judge what sort of men were captain 
Paulet and his lieutenant. Scarcely had this latter a breath 
left in his body, and yet in fight, as everywhere else, he was 
the leader. Sometimes he was lost in dull thought, whence 
he rouglily aroused himself, his head giving the impetus to 
his system, and he evinced a turbulence which was restrained 
by no bounds. There was no extravagance, no wild sally 
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of which he was not capable ; and in the reckless state of 
excitation, all was dared by him. lie would have scaled 
heaven itself. I cannot tell all the pranks he played at tho 
first banquet to which Diihulli had presented me. SomO' 
times he proposed one scheme, sometimes another ; at length 
he bethought him of the thenfre. “ WImt do they play to- 
night ? Misanthropy and Repentance.' " J prefer 
the * Two Brothers.' Comrades! which of you is in a snivel- 
ling mood ? The captain weeps every year at his festival, 
we fellows know nothing of such joys. Thej' are confined 
to the fathers of families. Do you ever go to the play, 
captain ? . You should go ; for there will he all the world 
there. Al! the fashionables, shrimp girls in silken gowns ; 
the nobility of the land. Oh God! heaven itself is struck 
to sec sows in ruffles. Never mind ; these ladies must have 
their play, though it would he as well if they understood 
French. Oh, do go and see them. I, remember some ladica 
at the last hall, who being asked to dance, ennswored, ‘ I'm 
a.xed already.' ” — “ Come, come, will you never hold your 
gabble ? ” said Paiilet to his lieutenant, w'hom none of the 
men had interrupted. “ Captain," he replied, I have 
made a motion, and no one hks answered me ; nobody 
wants to snivel. Well, good bye ; 1 will go and blubber 
alone." 

Fleuriot immediately went out, and the captain then com- 
menoed his eulogy. ‘ He has," said he, "a burning brain, 
hut for courage he is not equalled by any man under heaven." 
He then informed us how he was indebted to the daring of 
Fleuriot for the capture he had just made. The recital was 
animated and well told m spite of Paulet's manner, who had a 
strange way of ])roniinciation, and who informed us that he 
had knocked out the brains of a dozen Knglishmen with a 
hand-spike. The evening advanced, and Pauiet, who had not 
seen his wife and children, was about to retire,, wlien Fleuriot 
returned. He was not alone. " Captain,” said he, entering, 
" what think you of this agreeable sailor 1 have just engaged ? 
I think that red cap was never placed over a prettier counte- 
nance." — ‘‘ True," replied Pauiet, “ but is it a cabin-boy you 
have brought us ? He has no beard. Parbleu ! " he added, 
raising his voice, “it is a woman! " Then continuing, with 
more strongly expr€;ased astonishment, “ If 1 am not mis- 
taken, it is the Saint,” “ Yes," replied Fleuriot, “ it is Eliza, 
the amiable and better half of the manager of the company 
which now enchants Boulogne ; she has come to congratulate 
u& upbn our late good foitune.”-—'* Madame .amongst priva- 
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ieers ! ” said the captain, casting on the disguised actress 
a look of contempt but too expressive of his thoughts. I 
compliment her taste ; she will hear agreeable conversation ; 
the devil must possess her I A woman, too ! ” — “ Come, 
come, captain,’* cried Fleuriot, “privateers are not cannibalsj 
they will not eat her up. hat arm is there in it?” — 
** None ; only the season is propitious for a cruise; my crew 
are all well, and we were in no want of madame to improve 
their health.” At these words, significantly uttered, Eliza 
cast her -eyes on the ground. “ My dear girl, do not blush,'* 
said Fleuriot, “ the captain is only jesting.” — “ Not I, by 
Neptune; I never jest. I remember the Saint Napoleon, 
when the wliolc staff, beginning with marshal Brun?, was in 
commotion ; there was no small battling in that day: madarne 
knows all about it, the how, the when, the wliy, and the where- 
fore, and will not wish me to be more explicit.*’ 

Eliza, humbled by this language, did not repent however of 
having accompanied Fleuriot; during her agitation, she 
attempted to justify her appearance at the “ Lion d’ Argent” 
with that softness of tone, those insinuating manners, that 
mildness of countenance, which seems so foreign to licentious 
behaviour; she talked of admiration, glory, valour, heroism, 
'Stc., that she might make way in I’aulet’s estimation; she 
appealed to his gallantry, and called him a “chevalier Fran- 
^’ais.” Flattery has more or less influence over every mind, 
and PaiiTet’s language became more polished; he excused 
himself as well as possible, obtained Eliza's pardon, and took 
leave of his comrcides, recommending them to amuse them- 
selves, though there was no fear of growing dull. As for me, 
I could not keep my cj'es open, and I went to my bed, where I 
heard and saw nothing. Next day I arose, recruited and in 
spirits, and Fleuriot took ine to^ the owner, wb.o, on the 
strength of my appearance, advanced me a few five-franc 
pieces. A week afterwards, seven of our comrades were in the 

hospital. The name of the actress, Saint , had disappeared 

from the play-hill, and we learnt that she had profited 
by the offer of part of a post-chaise belonging to a colonel, 
who, tormented by a thirst of gaming, even to the risking the 
very epaulets of his uniform, had gone off express to Parrs. 

I awaited with anxiety the moment of our embarkation. 
The five-franc pieces of M. Choisnard were spent, and if they 
allowed me to live, they scarcely permitted me to cut 
any figure; besides, on shore I daily ran the risk of some 
unpleasant rencontre. Boulogne was infested with a great 
many had fellows : Mansui, Tribout, Said, were carrying on 
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their trade in the port, where they despoiled the conscripts, 
under the orders of another thief named Canivet, who, in tho 
face of the army and its commander, ventured to call himself 
the Decapitator. I think I still see the legend on liis policc'- 
cap, where were depicted a death’s liead, swords, and tln’gh- 
bones crossed, Canivet wa^ the collector, or rather lord-para- 
mount, and had a large number of sub-agents, cabin-boys, and 
petty fellows, who payed him a tax for the privilege of thieving; 
he watched them incessantly, and if he suspected them of 
deceiving him, he generally chastised them with bis sword. I 
thought it likely that in this gangthcre might be some fugitive 
from the galleys, and I feared recognition. My appreliensions 
were the better founded, as I had heard a re)>ort that many 
freed galley-slaves had been placed cither in the corps of 
sappers, or that of the military workmen in the fleet. 

For some time northing was talked of but murders, assassi- 
nations, robberies; and all those crimes were evidences of the 
presence of hardened villains, amongst whom, ]'erchance, 
might be some with wliom I had compulsorily associated when 
at Toulon. It was absolutely necessary to avoid ibem : for to 
<‘ome again in contact would have given me much trouble, 
from tlm difficulty of not compromising myself. Ilobbers aie 
like woiuen; wlieii we would escape their vices and their 
society, ail league against us to prevent it; all seek to retain 
,(ho comrade who would fly from e\il; and it is a glory for 
4hem to keep him in the .bject state whence they Uieinsclvcs 
wish not to he emancipated, nor w'ould allow others to escape. 
I recalled to mind tlie comrade's wlio denounec'd me at liVons, 
and the motives tliat induced tiiem lo have me a])[)rehejide(]. 
As my experience w'as fresh, I was very naturally inclined to 
profit by it, and be on my guard; and consequently went into 
tlie streets as seldom as possible, and passed nearly all my 
time in the lower town, at madame Henri’s, where tlic priva- 
teers boarded, and were accommodated with credit on the 
streiigtli of their respective prizes. Madame Henri, supposing 
slje had ever been a wdfe, was now a good-looking widow, and 
still attractive, though she owned to thirty-six : she liad two 
charming girls, who, without forgetting themselves, yet gave 
hope.s to every jolly lad whom fortune favoured. Wlioever 
spent his money in the liouse was a welcome guest, and he who 
squandered most was always first in estimation with the 
mother and dauglfters as long as his profusion lasted. Thy 
hand of these girk had teen promised twenty times ; twenty 
times bad they been betrothed, and yet their reputation for 
virtue had never be*'n blown upon They were free in convei - 
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Ration, but rcRerved in manners ; and although their purity of 
mind was not unsullied, yet no one could boast of having 
induced them to commit a faux-pas. Yet how many naval ' 
heroes had been subdued by the power of their charms ! How : 
many aspirants, deceived by their unmeaning coquetries, had ' 
flattered themselves on a predilection which was to lead them 
to so much bliss ! And then, how could one not be mistaken 
as to the real sentiments of these chaste Dianas, whoso 
perpetual amahility seemed to give the preference to the 
person last looked upon ? The hero of to-day was feasted, 
fondled; a thousand little attentions were evinced, certain little 
]KH‘uliar privileges permitted, — a kiss, for instance, on the sly ; 
a seducing glance of the eye ; economical advice was freely 
bestowed, whilst seeking to procure something extravagant; 
they regulated the expenditure of his money, and as funds 
grew low, whicli was a matter of course, they learned the fact 
of approaching penury by the well-timed proffer of a tCTupo- 
rary loan ; it was rarely refused, and without evincing indifler- 
( jice or disgust, they only expected that necessity and love 
would send the inamorato to seek new peiils. Put scarcely 
was the wind in the siii of the ship of the lover, and he was 
ealculating the happy chances which would ultimately lead to 
a marriage, and the small loan which he liad vowed to return 
an juindred-lbid, when already was his place filled by sonic 
(’llier fortunate mortal ; so that in madaine Henri’s house the 
.lovers were constantly succeeding each other, and her two girls 
were like two citadels, winch, always besieged, and always on 
the point of surrender in appearance, yet never yielded. When 
one raised the siege, aiiotluT attacked the S})Ot ; there was 
illusion for all, and nothing hut illusion. Cecilc, one of 
madame He mi’s danglitcrs, had passed her twentieth year; she 
was a merry one, a great laugher, and would listen without 
blushing to the broadest joke; and denied only the final 
surrender of tlie fort. Hortciise, her sister, was much like 
lier, only younger, and her character more natural ; she some- 
times rnd strange things; but it seemed as if honey and 
orange- fUnver water downed in the veins of these two females, 
for tlioy were so mild and gentle on all occasions. There was 
no inflammable material in ibcir hearts, although they showed 
no repugnance to a pressing proposal, and evinced no astonish- 
ment at t!ie familiarity of a sailor ; yet be it said, they did 
not the less deserve the surname bestowed on the shep- 
herdess of Yaucoulcxms, as well as on a little town of 
Picardy. 

It was at the fireside of this amiable famil}^ that I seated 
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myself for a month, with a constancy that astonished my- 
•aelf, dividing my hours between piquet, crihbage, and mild 
ale. The inactivity of my life was irksome, but at last it 
ceased : Paulet was desirous of resuming his cruise, and we 
set sail ; hut the nights were not dark enough, and the days 
had become too long. All our captures were limited to a few 
poor coal-hrigs, and a sloop of no value ; on board which we 
jbund lord Somebody, who, in the hopes of regaining his ap- 
p. tite, had undertaken a sea voyage, accompanied by his 
Ci< k. He was sent to spend his money and eat his trout at 
Vcidun, 

The dull season was t-taand, and Ave had as yet made no prizes. 
The captain w'as as moody and dull as a country whipping-post. 
Fleuriot was entirely out of patience', swore and raved IVoni 
morning till night, and from night till morning was in a tempest 
of rage ; all the crew were quite out of sorts (to use a vulg ir 
expression), and I tliink we were all in a humour wliich would 
have led us on to attack a first-rate rnan-ol-war. It was in id- 
night, and we had just left a small bay near Dunkirk, and 
were steering towards the English coast, when, by tlie light of 
the moon, which, bursting forth from the thick clouds, cast 
her brilliant rays on the Avaves, at a short distance wc saw 
a sail. It was a brig of war which was ploughing the glitter- 
ing wave. Paulet instantly discerned it. My lads,” lie cried, 
**itis our own; every man lie down on his face, and I Avill 
answer for our success. ’ In an instant Ave boarded her. TliC 
English crew fought bravely, and a bloody stiugglc ensued on 
the deck. Pleuriot, who according to custom was the first to 
board, fell amongst the nuuiher of the dead. Paulet was 
wounded, but was avenged : and well avenged his lieutenant 
also. He struck down all wlio faced him, and never did I 
witness such a scene of slaughter. In less than ten minutes 
we were masters of the ship, aiid the tri- coloured flag was 
hoisted in the place of the red flag. Twelve of our crew 
had fallen in the action, in Avhich an equal desperation was 
testified on both sides. 

Amongst those who fell was one Lebel, whose resemblance 
to me w'as so striking that it daily caused the most singular 
mistakes. I called to mind that my “ Sosia ” had regular 
credentials, and it occurred to me that I should do AA'rong 
to let slip so favourable an opportunity. Lebel had become 
food for the fishes, and consequently had no farther need 
of a passport, which would stand me in the greatest stead. 

The idea appeared to me admirable. I only had one cause 
of fear, which was that Lebel might hav^ left his pocket- 
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book with the owner of the privateer* I was overjoyed it 
discovering it about his person, and immediately took pos* 
session of it without beitfg discovered by any person ; and 
when they tlirew into the sea the sacks of sand in which the 
dead bodies were put that they might the more readily sink, 
1 lelt myself lightened of a great weight, thinking that at 
length I had got rid of that Vidocq who had played me so 
many scurvy tricks. 

However, I was not completely assured, for Dufailli, who 
was our master-at-arms, knew my name. This circumstance 
annoyed me ; and that I might have nothing to dread from 
him, I determined to let him into my secret by some pro- 
tended confidence. My precaution was useless. I called for 
Dufailli and sought him in every part of the vessel, but found 
him not ; I went on board the “ llcvanche ** and looked for 
him, called to him, but no answer was given ; I went down 
to tlie powder-room, but no Dufailli. \Vhat could have be- 
come of him ? J went to the spirit- room ; near a barrel of 
gin and some bottles I saw an extended body ; it was he. 
1 shook him, turned him on his back — he was breathless- 
livid — dead. 

vSuch was the end of rny protector: a congestion of the 
brain, a sudden apo])lexy, or instantaneous choking caused 
by intoxication, had terminated his career. Since the first 
creation of marine serjeants, never was there one who got 
drunk with such consistent regularity and unreriiitting j)er- 
severance. A single trait characterised him, and this princLO 
of drunkards related the circumstance, as the most delightful 
event of his life. It occurred on Twelfth-day. Dufailli had 
drawn king ; and to honour liis royalty, his comrades seated 
him on a handbarrow borne by four gunners. On each side 
of him were placed bottles of brandy for distribution ; and 
elevated on this temporary palanquin, Dufailli made a halt 
before every booth in the camp, where he drank, and made 
others drink, amidst overwhelming shouts. These rejoicings 
were so often repeated, that at last his head became giddy ; 
and his ephemeral majesty, introduced to a public-house, 
swallowed, without scarcely lasting it, a pound of bacon, 
which he mistook for Gruy^re cheese. The meat was indi- 
gestible ; and Dufailli, conducted back to his barrack, threw 
himself on his bed, when he soon began to experience a 
most violent convulsion of the atomach, and in vain did he 
strive to repress the event that followed. The crisis over, ho 
fell asleep, and was only awakened from his lethargic iitupor 
l)y the growling of a dog and tlie noise of a cat, who were 
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quarrelling in bis room ! O dignity of human nature, whcro 
wert thou ? Such were the lessons of temperance which liie 
Spartans gave their children, by making their slaves drunken, 
and then pointing out the effect of their excesses to them. 

I have delayed an instant, to give the last and finishing 
touch to my fellow-countryman. lie is no more. Peace he 
to his manes ? Returned on board the brig, where Paulet 
had left me with the captain of the prize and five men of the 
crew of the “ Revanche,” scarcely had we closed tlic hatch- 
ways on our prisoners, than w'e began coasting our w'ay into 
Boulogne : hut the report of the cannon tired by the English 
liefore wc had hoarded had summoned one of their frigates, 
which bore down upon us, crowding all sail ; and was soon so 
near that several shots passed over us, and we were pursued 
as far as Calais, when the swell of the sea becoming very 
great, and a stormy wind blowing on shore, we thought she 
would sheer of! for fear of getting amongst the breakers ; hut 
slie was no longer under control, and driven tow'ards land had 
to contend at once with all the violence of the elements. 
To run aground w^as her only chance of safety, hut that was 
not attempted. In a moment the frigate was impelled beneath 
the cross fires of the Batteries de la Cote de Fer, of the jetty, 
and of Fort Rouge; and from every quarter, there came a 
shower of bombs, chain-shot, and grape. Amidst the horrible 
noise of a thousand shots, a cry of distress was heard, and the 
frigate sank without any possibility of succour being af- 
forded. 

An hour afterwards it war daylight ; and in the distance we 
saw several fragments floating. A man and woman were tied 
to a mast, and waved a handkerchief, which we saw' just as we 
were doubling Cape Grenet. I thought we could rescue these 
unfortunate beings, and proposed the attempt to the com- 
mander of the prize ; and on his refusal to allow us the use of 
the jolly-boat, in a rage, I threatened to hjreak his skull, 
“Well,” said he, with a disdainful smile, and shrugging his 
shoulders, “captain Paulet is more humane than you ; he has 
seen them, hut does not stir about it, because it is useless. 
They are there, and we are here, and every one for himself in 
had weather ; we liave suffered quite loss enough, if it were 
only Fleuriot.” 

This answer restored me to my natural coolneSvS, and made 
me understand that we ourselves were in greater dangei than I 
had imagined. In fact, the waves evinced it ; over our heads 
were gulls and divers, mingling their piercing cries with the 
shrill whistling of th<» north wind ; in the horizon, darkening 
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more and more, were long black and red streaks; the face of 
heaven was disfigured, and all betokbned iht impending tem- 
pest. Fortunately, Paulet bad skilfully calculated time and 
distance ; we failed in reaching Boulogne harbour, but found 
shelter and anchorage at Portel, not far from thence. On 
going ashore here, we saw hing on the strand the two unfor- 
tunates whom I would have succoured ; the flow of the {j’de 
had cast them lifeless on a foreign shore, on which wc gave 
tliem burial. They had been lovers, perliajjs, and I was 
touched at their fate; hut otlier cares diminished my regrets. 
All the population of the village, women, children, and old 
men, were assembled on the coast. The families of a him- 
dred and fifty fishermen were in despair at seeing their fr.iil 
harks fired upon by six Knglish ships of the line, \^iose solid 
hulks were furrowing the waves. Each spectator, with an 
anxiety more easily imagined than described, followed with liivS 
eyes the hark in which he was most interested, and according 
as it was sunk or escaped from peril, were cries, tears, lamcn* 
tations, or transports of rapturous joy evinced. Mothers, 
daughters, wives, and children, tore their hair, rent llieir 
clothes, threw themselves on tlie earth, uttering imprecations 
and blasphemies. Others, without reflecting how much they 
insulted distress, without thinking of rendering thanks to 
Heaven, towards which their suppliant hands hail been raised 
the instant before, danced, sung, and, witli faces shining 
through forgotten tears, manifested every symptom of the 
most overpowering joy. Fervent vows, the patronage of 
Saint Nicholas, the efficacy of his intercession, ail was for- 
gotten. Perhaps, next day, recollection might have returneri, 
and a little more compassion been evinced for a suffering 
neighbour; but during the storm egotivsm was paramount; 
and, as I was answered, “ every one for himself.” 
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CHAPTER XVIir. 


1 RETURNED to Boulogne the same evening ; where I Icflrnt 
that, in c jnsequence of an order from the general in command, 
all the individuals who, in each corps, were marked as black 
sheep, were to be immediately arrested, and sent on board tho 
cruisers. It was a sort of press which was intended to purge 
the army, and to check its demoralization, which had increased 
to an alanning extent. Thus I judged it best to quit the 
“ Revanche,” on board which, to repair the losses of the late 
fight, the owmer did not fail to send some of the men whom 
the general had deemed it expedient to get rid of. Since 
Canivet and his myrmidons were no longer in tho camp, I 
thought there could be no ill result if I again turned soldier. 
Furnished with Lebel’s papers, 1 entered a company of gun- 
ners, then employed in coast service; and as Lcbel had 
formerly been a corporal in this division, I obtained that 
rank on the first vacancy ; that is, a fortnight after my en- 
rolment. Regular behaviour, and a perfect knowledge of my 
duties, with which I was well acquainted, as an artillery- man 
of the old school, soon acquired for me the favour of my 
officers ; and a circumstance which might have gone greatly 
against me still farther conciliated them towards me. 

I was on guard at the fort of Eure, during the spring- 
tides, and the weather was excessively bad ; mountains of water 
were dashed over the platform with so much violence, that the 
thirty-six pounders were shaken from the embrasures, and, at 
the dash of every wave, it seemed as if the whole fort was rent 
to pieces. Until the Channel should be calmer, it was evident 
that no ship would dare. to venture out; and night having 
come on, I did not station sentinels, but allowed the soldiers 
to remain in bed until next day. I watched for them, or rather 
I could not sleep, as I had no need of repose ; when, about 
three in the morning, some words, which I Imew to be English, 
struck on my ear ; at the same time a knocking commenced 
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at a door under the steps, leading to the battery, I thought 
we were surprised, and immediately roused everybody. I put 
them under arms, and had already determined on selling ray 
life dearly, when I heard a woman’s voice, who supplicated our 
aid. 1 soon heard distinctly these words in French ; “ Open, 
wc have been shipwrecked ! ” I wavered an instant, and then 
with due precaution and a determination to sacrifice the first 
who on entering should betray any hostile intent, 1 opened the 
door and saw a woman, an infant, and five sailors, all more 
dead than alive. My first care was to have them all placed 
before a roaring fire, for they were dripping with wet and 
almost motionless from cold. My men and I lent them shirts 
and clothing ; and as soon as they were a little revived, they 
told us the accident to which their visit to us was attributable. 
Having sailed for the Havaunah, in a three-masted vessel, and 
on the point of finishing a prosperous voyage, they had dashed 
upon the mole of our pier, and only escaped death by throw- 
ing themseivcvs on our battery from the main-top. Nineteen 
of their crew, amongst whom was the captain, had perished in 
l]\e waves. 

The sea still blockaded ns for several days, without any boat 
flaring to venture out to us. At the end of the time, I W'as 
rowed on shore with my wrecked sailors, whom I conducted 
myself to the chief ofiiccr of the naval service, who congratu- 
lated me, as if I had taken so many prisoners. Jf it w'ere 
HO brilliant a capture, I could really have said that it had only 
caused me one single fright. However that may be, in the 
coTupany it procured for me a very high opinion. 

I continued to fulfil iny duties with exemplary punctuality, 
and three months glided away, during which I had nothing but 
praise. This I determined always to deserve, but an adven- 
turer’s career was still to be my lot. A fatality which 1 was 
compcdled to submit to unresistingly, and often unknowingly, 
perpetually threw me in contact with persons and things which 
were most in opposition to the destiny I was attempting to cut 
out for myself. It was to this singular fatality, that without 
being enrolled in the secret societies of the army, I was in- 
debted for being initiated into its mysteries. 

It was at Boulogne that these societies were first formed. 
The first of all was that of the Olympfens, whose founder was 
one Cromhet of Namur. It was at first only composed of a 
few young naval officers, hut it rapidly:,^ increased, and all 
military men were admitted ; principally, however, those of the 
artillery corps. 

Nothing was more common at Boulogne than duelling; and 
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the niania had extended even to the dull and peaecahlo Nether* 
landers of the iiotilla, under the orders of admiral Wcrhwel. 
There was not far from the camp on the left, at the foot of a 
hill, a small wood, which could be passed at no hour without 
observing on the turf a dozen individuals engaged in what 
lliey called an affair of honour. It w'as here that a celebrated 
mnazon, the deinoisolle J)iv***, fell uiuler the sword of a 
quondam lover, Colonel Camb***, who, not recognising her 
in her male attire, had accepted from her a challenge to single 
combat. The demoiselle whom he had forsakt?n for 

another, had wished to perish beneath his hand. 

One day I was casting my eyes on this scene of bloody en- 
counter, from the extiemity of the left camp wliich peopled 
tlie extensive plain, when I saw at some distance from the little 
wood two men, one of wliom was advancing towards the other, 
wlio was retreating across the plain. JW the white trousers I 
knew tlic champions were Ilolianders, and I paused a moment 
to look at them. Soon the assailanl retrograded in his turn, 
and then, mutually alarmed, they both retreateci, l)randisbing 
their sabres ; one, plucking up a little courage, made a thrn.st 
at Ills ad-ersary, and then pursued bim to the brink of a ditch 
winch he was unable to leap. Both then throwing d<»wn their 
swords, a pugilistic combat commene(‘d bc'twten tlje heroes, 
who thus decided their quarrei. 1 was greatly amused at tins 
comic duel, wlum 1 sew ih ar a fann where we sometinies went 
to eat “cqdiau” (a kind of white soup made with Hour and 
eggs) two individuals who, stri] qn-d to the skin, were already 
prepared, sword in hand, attended by tlieir seconds, wlio were 
respectively a qiicarter-master of the tenth regiment of dragoons 
;mil a forager of ariillery. The weapons soon crossed, and the 
smaller of the two combatants, who was an artillery serjeant, 
skipped about in a very singular manner, and having traversed 
in a strange way at least fifty paces, 1 thought he must be 
infallibly run tlnoiigb, when in an instant he disajijieared, as if 
the earth bad opened and swallow^ed him uj), and a loud burst 
of laughter succeeded. After the first shoutings of this noisy 
mirth, the seconds approached, and I observed that they 
stooped down. Impelled by a feeling of curiosity, I wxmt 
towards the spot and arrived just in time to liclp them in 
pulling out from a hole dug for the formation of a large hog- 
trough, the poor devil whose sudden disappearance had so 
greatly astonished He wons almost lileless, and covered 
with mire from beau to feet. The air soon brought him back 
to Im s(»nses, but he was afraid to breathe; be dared not open 
his eyes' or mouth, so foul w as the liquid in which he had been 
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plunged. In this woeful plight, the first words that sahitod 
las ears were jokes. Feeling disgusted at such unfeeling 
conduct, 1 yielded to my just indignation, and darted at his 
antagonist one of those significant glances which between 
soldier and soldier need no interpreter. ** Enough,” said 
he, “I am ready for you;” and scarcely was I on my 
guard, when on the arm which held the foil, to which I 
had opposed mine, I saw a tattooing which I thought was not 
unknown to me. It was the figure of an anchor, of which the 
stem was encircled by the folds of a serpent. “ I see the tail,” 
I exclaimed, ” take care of the head ; ” and with this word of 
advice I thrust at ni 3 ' man, and hit him on the right breast. 
“ 1 am wounded,” be then said, “that is first blood.” — “ It is,” 
said I, “ first blood ; ” and without another word I began to 
tear iny shirt to stanch the blood that flowed from his wound, 
T necessarily exposed his breast, where, as 1 had judged, I saw 
the head of the serpent, which w'as delineated as if gnawing 
the extremity of his bosom. 

Observing liow earnestly’ 1 alternately examined bis features 
and this mark, my vidversary seemed to grow uneasy ; luit 1 
hastciK'd to assure him, by these words which I whispered in 
his car: “I know you; but fear nothing, I am discreet.” — 
“ 1 know you too,” be replied, squeezing my hand, ” and I will 
be also silent.” He who thus promised secrecy was a fugitive 
galley-slave from the .Hague of Toulon. He told me his as- 
sumed name, and stated that he was principal quarter-master 
of the tenth dragoons, where in expense he surpassed all the 
oflieers of his regiment. 

Whilst this mutual recognition W'as taking place, the indi- 
vidual whose cause I had espoused as the champion of his 
wrongs, was endeavouring to wash off in a rivulet ti)e thickest 
of the filth which covered him, and he soon returned to us ; 
and all were now quiet and well behaved, so that there were 
no longer any grounds of difference, and the inclination for 
laughter was turned into an iinconimoii wish for reconciliation. 

The principal quarter- master, whom I had wounded hut 
slightly, proposed that we should ratify articles of peace at the 
Canon d'Or, where they had alw'ays ready excellent stewed 
eels and ready-plucked poultry. He there gave us a princefy 
breakfast, which was kept up till supper came, for which his 
adversary paid. 

On our separation, the quarter-master made me promise to 
meet him again, and the serjeant would not be contented un- 
less I accompanied him home. 

This serjeant was M Bertrand, who lodged in the uppet 

16 
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town, in t&e house of a superior officer. As soon as we were 
rione, he testified his gratitude with all the warmth of which 
he was capable ; for after drinking, a coward who has been 
rescued from peril may evince some feeling, lie made me 
offers of any kind of service, and as I would accept of none, 
he said, “You think, perhaps, that I have no influence; I 
should be but a paltry protector, certainly, comrade, if I liad 
only the power of a subaltern ; but that is because I do not 
V. jsh to be otherwise. I have no ambition, and all the Olym- 
piens are like me ; they despise the miserable distinction 
which rank confers/' 1 asked who the Olynipicus were ? 

v are," he replied, men who adore liberty, and seek 
cqua y : will you be an 01ym])ien ? For if so, say the word, 
and you shall be admill 'd instantly." 

I thanked M. Bertrand, adding, that I did not see any lu - 
ccssity to enrol myself inti society to which the attcnLioii of 
the police would be drawn sooner or later. " You are right," 
he replied ; and then with earnestness added, “ Do not enter, 
for it will go badly with them." Ho then gave me details 
concerning the Olympiens ; and, as if impelled by the feeding 
of confidential communication wdiich chanjpagne so peculiarly 
excites, he told rnc, under llie seal of secrecy, the object (d* 
his iTi.ssion to Boulogne. 

After this first interview, I continued to sec M. Bertrand, 
wlio rc.nained for some time in his office of " spy," until the 
period having arrived when he was sufficiently instructed, he 
asked and procured a month’s leave of absence, bedng about, 
as he said, to obtain a Cvmsiderable estate ; hut at the expira- 
tion of the montli, M. Beitraud did not return, and the report 
spread that he had carried off the sum of 12,000 francs, which 
had been confided to his care by colonel Aubry, for whom he 
was to have brought back an equipage and horses ; another 
sum, destined for purchases on account of the regiment, had 
also been carried ofl by the active M. Bertrand. It was knowm 
that in Paris he had alighted at the Hue Nolre-Dame des 
Victoires, at the Hotel de Milan, where he had pushed his 
credit to the very utmost extent 
• All these particulars caused a mystification, of wliicli even 
the sufferers by it dared not openly to complain. It was only 
settled that M. Bertrand had disappeared : he was tried and 
condemned, as a deserter, to five years* labour. A short time 
afterwards, an order arrived for the arrest of the principa. 
Olympiens, and for the dissolving of their society. But this 
order could be but partially enforced ; as the leaders, aware 
that government 7;as about to interfere with them, and j,~ i 
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tliem into the dungeons of Vincennes, or some other state 
prison, preferred death to a miserable existence, and five sui- 
cides took place on the same day. A serjeant-major of the 
twenty-fifth regiment of the line, and two other serjeants oi 
another regiment, blew out their brains. A captain, who had 
the previous evening received his commission and a company, 
cut his throat with a razor. He lodged at the Lion d’Argent : 
and the innkeeper, M. Boutrois, astonished that he did not, as 
usual, come down to breakfast with the other officers, knocked 
at his door. The captain was stooping over a large basin 
which he had placed to receive the blood ; he put on his cravat 
hastily, opened the door, and fell dead in the effort of speak- 
ing. A naval officer, who commanded a brig laden with 
powder, set fixe to it, which communicated to another brig, 
which also blew up. The earth shook for several miles round, 
and all the windows in the lower town were broken ; the fronts 
of several houses on the harbour were shaken dowii ; pieces of 
W'ood, broken masts, and fragments of carcasses, were hurled to 
a distance of eighteen hundred toises. The crews of the tw'o 
ships perished. One man only was saved, and that most mira- 
culously. lie was a common sailor, and at the time of the 
explosion in tin; main-top ; the mast to which he clung was 
carried almost to the clouds, and then fell perpendicularly into 
the basin of the harbour, which was dry, and planted itself to 
a de})th of jnore than six feet. The sailor was found alive, but 
had lost both sight and hearing, which he never after recovered. 

At Boulogne, these coincidences were the theme of general 
conversation. The doctors pretended that tliese simultaneous 
suicides were', the result of a peculiar aflection emanating from 
the atmosphere. They appealed, by way of proof, to an ob- 
servation made at Vienna, where, the previous summer, a great 
many young girls, impelled by a sort of frenzy, had tlirown 
themselves into the river on the same day. 

Some persons thought they could explain what appeared 
most extraordinary in this circumstance, by saying, that most 
commonly one suicide, when very generally talked of, is fol- 
lowed by two or three others. In fact, the public understood 
the cause the less, inasmuch as the police, which feared to 
allow anything to appear that could characterise the opposition 
to the imperial regime, desig^tedly circulated the wildest re- 
ports ; and precautions were so well taken, that in this in- 
stance the name of Olympien was not once pronounced in the 
camps : but the real origin of these tragic events was in the 
denunciations of M. Bertrand. Houbtless, he was recom- 
pensed, although I know not in what manner ; but what np- 
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pears most probable is, that the minister of police, satisfied' 
with his servi-ces, continued to employ him ; for, some years 
afterwards, he was in Spain, in the regiment of Isembourg, 
where, as a lieutenant, he was no less thought of than Mont- 
inorenci, Saint-Simon, and other ofisprings of some of the 
most illustrious houses of France, who had been placed in tins 
corps. 

A short time after the disappearance of M. Bertrand, my 
company was sent to St. Leonard, a small village, at a league 
from Boulogne. There our duties consisted in guarding a 
powder-magazine, in which was kept a large quantity of w ar- 
like stores and ammunition. The service was not arduous, 
but the fort was thought dangerous, as many sentinels had 
been murdered on duty ; and it was thought that the English 
bad a design of blowing up this depot. Some such attempts, 
which had taken place in various posts, left no doubt on the 
matter ; and we had sufRcieiit reason, therefore, h»r exercising 
unremitting vigilance. 

One night, w'hen it was my turn to keep guard, wo were 
suddenly roused by the report of a musket, iind every one was 
instantly on foot. I hastened, according to custom, to relieve 
the guard, who was a conscript, of whose courage there w^'ls 
some doubt; and, on being questioned, I thouglit, from his 
answers, that he had been needlessly alarmed. 1 tlien went 
round the magazine, which was an old church ; I had all parts 
and places examined, hut nothing was observable — no trace of 
any person. Fersuaded, then, that it was a fals(‘ alnrm, T re- 
primanded the conscript and threatened him with the Idaek- 
hole. However, on the return of the rellef-piqut't, 1 inter- 
rogated him afresli ; and, from the assured tone with whicli he 
asserted that he liad seen some one, and by the ^details he 
gave, 1 began to think that his terror W'as not so causeless as 
I had imagined, ami 1 consequently wvnt out, and going a 
second time towards the magazine, of whicli 1 found the door 
ajar, I puslied it open, and on entering, my eyes were struck 
with the faint glimmering of a light which projected from 
between two rows of boxes filled with cartridges. I dashed 
along the passage, and on reaching the extremity, I saw a 
lighted lamp beneath the lowest cask, the flames of whicli 
already had smoked the wood, and a smell of turpentine per- 
vaded the place. There was not a moment to lose, and with- 
out hesitation I overturned the lamp, and stamped out all the 
other appearances of sparks, &c. The profound darkness that 
ensued, guaranteed to me the certainty that 1 had prevented 
the explosion, but I was not at ease until the smell was en- 
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tirely dissipated, and then I went away. Who was the incen- 
xHary ? This I knew not ; but there arose in my mind strong 
suspicions of the magazine-keeper, and to arrive at the truth 
I went forthwith to his residence. His wife was then alone, 
imd told me that, kejTt at Boulogne on business, he would 
sleep there, and v/ould return on the next morning. I asked 
for the keys of the magazine, hut he had taken them with 
him ; and this removal of the keys conlirmed rne in the opin- 
ion that he was guilty : but, before 1 made any report, I again 
visited his house at ten o’clock, to convince ii'.ysclf, and he 
had not then returned. 

An inventory, vdiich was made the same day, proved that 
the keeper must have the greatest interest in destroying the 
depot intrusted to his care, as tlie only mode by wliich he 
could conceal the extensive robberies he had coinruitted. Six 
weeks elapsed before we learnt what hud become of him ; and 
tln n sonie reapers found his dead body in a wheat-field, with 
a pistol lying beside him. 

As it had been my presence of mind which had prevented 
tlio blowing up of the powder-magazine, 1 was ])romoled To 
the rank of serjennt ; and the general, who desired to see me 
})iomised to lu'eormneiid me to the consideration of the minis- 
try. As 1 thought 1 was now in n fair way to do w'ell, I w?js 
very eaivdiil to lose, as Lebel, all the bad qualities of Vidocq . 
and, if the necessary duty of attending to the distribution of 
rutio'iiis had not led me to Boulogne occasionally, 1 should 
h.'ivc been a most exemplary fellow ; but every time I wont to 
the city, I had to visit the quarter-master-in-cliief of dragoons, 
against whom I had espoused the cause of M. Bertrand: not 
ihat he exacted this from me, hut 1 tliought it needful to ho 
on good terms with him. Then, however, the wliole day was 
consecrated to Bacchus ; and, in spite of myself, I lapsed from 
jny good intentions of reform. 

By the help of a supposititious uncle, a man of wealth and 
infinence, whose property, he said, was secured to him, my old 
colleague of the Bagne, led a very agreeable life ; and th 
credit he obtained, from the reputation of being a person o. 
family, was unlimited. There was not a Boulognese citizen of 
wealth but cultivated the acquaintance of a personage of such 
distinction most sedulously. The most ambitious papas de- 
sired nothing more ardently than to have him for a son-in- 
law ; and, amongst the young ladies, it was the general wish 
to catch him : thus he had facilities of dipping into the purses 
of the one, and obtaining the good graces of the other. He 
had an equipment like a colonel — dogs, horses, and servants, 
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and affected the tone and manners of a nobleman. He pgp* 
•eased, in a supreme degree, title ai*t of throwing powder m 
people's eyes and making himself appear a man of conse- 
quence ; so much so, that the officers themselves, who are 
generally so extremely jealous of the prerogatives belonging 
to an epaulet, thought it very natural that he should eclipse 
them. In anyplace but Boulogne, the adventurer would have 
been soon detected as a swindler, as he had not received any 
education ; but in a city where the citizens of a recent esta- 

lishment were as yet genteei in costume only, it was an easy 
matter to carry on such an imposition. 

Fessard was the real name of this quarter-master, who was 
only known at the Bagiie as Hippolyte. He was, I bfdicve, 
from TiOW Normandy ; and, with an exterior of much frankiiess, 
an op. 1 countenance, and the haughty air of a young rake, he 
combined that sly char^?ter w'hich slander lias attributed to 
the inhabitants of Doiiifront : in a word, lie was a shrewd innu 
of the world, and gifted with all that was necessary to insjiire 
confidence. A rood of land in his own country would have 
been to him sufficient to have produced a thousand actions at 
law, and quite a sufficient possession to have enaliled him to 
make his fortune by ruining his neighbour ; but Hippolyte 
really had nothing in the world, and unable to turn pleader, 

he became a swindler, then a forger, then wo sliall 

learn what, and must not anticipate. 

Every time I visited the town, Hippolyte paid for dinner ; 
and one day, between dessert and cheese, he said to me, Do 
you know I am astonished at you ; — to live in the country like 
an anchorite ; to be content with a daily pittance ; to have 
just twenty-two sous per diem. I cannot conceive how a per- 
son can endure such a lot ; as for me, I would rather die at 
once. But you have your pickings somewhere, slily ; you are 
not the lad to live without some such additions.'' I told him 
that my pay sufficed for me ; and, besides, 1 was fed, .clothed, 
and in want of nothing. ** All very fine,” he replied ; “ but 
yet we have some priggers here,: you have no doubt heard of 
the ‘ minions of the moon ' — you must be one ; and, if you 
like, I will quarter you take the environs of St. Leonard." 

I was told that the army de la Lune ” was a band of 
malefactors, the leaders of whom -were, up to this period, con- 
cealed from the scrutiny of the police. These brigands, who 
had organized a system of murder and robbery for a circuit of 
more than ten leagues, all belonged to various regiments. At 
night they ranged about the camps, or concealed themselves 
on roads, making' pretended ;rqunda and patrols, stopping 
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any person who presented the least hope of booty. That they 
might not be impeded, they provided themselves with luiiforma 
of every denomination. At a time of need they were captains, 
colonels, generals, and used all the proper words of regimental 
order and discipline — ^pass-words, countersigns, &c. ; with 
which some trusty friends took care to inform them, from tim© 
to time, as they were altered. 

From what I knew^, the proposal of Hippolyte was well cal- 
Cuba ted to alarm me ; for either he was one of the leaders of 
this army de la Lune, or he was one of the secret agents em- 
ployed by the police to effect the breaking up of this army : 
perhaps he was both. My situation with him was most em- 
har;assing, and tlie thread of iny destiny was again entangled ; 
nor could 1, as at Lyons, extricate myself from this business 
hy denouncing him : and then, what would it have availed me 
to have denounced him, had he been an agent? — Tliis idea 
made me cautious of the mode in which I should reject his 
proposition, which I did hy saying wdth firmness, that I was 
resolved to become an honest man. Didn't you see,” said 
he, “ tliat I was only joking ? and you take up the matter 
seriously ; 1 only wanted to try you. I am charmed, my com- 
rade, to find in you such a determination. I have formed a 
similar one,” he added, “ and am on the highway to it ; and 
the devil shall not again turn mo from it.” Then, turning the 
conversation, wc left all farther mention of the army de la 
Lime. 

Fight days after tin's interview, during which Hippolyte had 
made me this proposal, so promptly retracted, my captain, on 
going through the inspection, condemned me to four-and- 
tw^enty liours' confinement, for a spot which, he said, was on 
iny uniform. This cursed spot, although I opened my eyes as 
widely as possible, I was unable to perceive j but be it as it 
may, I went to the guard house without a murmur. Four-and- 
twenty hours soon pass awaj'^ ! The next morning would ter- 
minate my sentence : — when, at five o’clock in the morning, I 
heard the trot of horses, and soon afterwards I heard the fol- 
lowing dialogue : — “ "Who goes there ?” — ” France.”—.** What 
regiment?” — “The imperial corps of gendarmerie.” At the 
word gendarmerie 1 felt an involuntary shudder, and suddenly 
niy door opened and some one called ** Vidoeq.” Never did 
this name, falling suddenly on the ears cif a troop of villains, 
disconcert them more effectually than it did myself at this 
moment. ** Come, follow us,” cried out the officer ; and, tc 
prevent any possibility of escape, he fastened a rope round 
me. I was instantly conducted to prison, where I had a to- 
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Icrable bed, on paying for it. I found a numerous and goodly 
assemblage. “Did I not say so?” cried a soldier of artillery, 
whom, by his accent, I knew to be a Piedmontese. “ VVe shall 
have all the camp. Here is another. 1 will bet my head that 
he owes his imprisonment to that thief of a quarter-master. 
Will no one cut that villain’s throat ?” — “ Go, look for him, 
then, your quarter-master,” interrupted a second prisoner, 
who also seemed to be a new comer. “ Whatever he may ha*ve 
done, he is now at a distance ; he lias made himself scarce, a 
week since. But, my lads, you must own that he is a erafty 
chap. In less tlian three months, forty thousand francs in 
debt in the city. What a lucky dog! And then how many 
little boys and girls has he left behind ? — 1 should be sorry to 
father all his flock. Six young ladies, daughters of our lead- 
ing burgesses, are in a lair way of becoming mammas ! Each 
thought she had him to herself; but he seems to Ijave cut his 
heart into small pieces, and sliarcd it amongst them 1” — “ Oh ! 
yes,” said a turnkey, who was preparing my bed, “he has spent 
like a prodigal, and now must mind what he is about ; for, if 
they catch him, handcuffs arc the word. lie is marked as a 
deserter. He will be caught, 1 ihink.”^ — “ Do not make loo 
sure,” I replied; “they will catch him as they caught M. Ber- 
trand.” — “Well, suppose he should be taken,” resunu'd the 
I^icdmontesc, “would that prevent my being guillotined at 

Turin? Besides, I repeat it, 1 will bet my head 

“ What docs the fool say about bis head i'* cried a fourth. 
“ We are here in prLson, and as it was to be^ what consetjuenee 
through whose means ?” This reasoner was right. It would 
liave been useless to lose oneself in a field of conjectures, and 
we must all have been blind not to have recognised llijipolyte 
as the author of our arrest. As for me, I could not be de- 
ceived, for be was the only person in Boulogne who knew that 
I had escaped from the Bagne. 

Many soldiers of different ranks came against their will to 
fill up a chamber in whicli were assembled the principal lead- 
ers of the army de la Lune. Very seldom in the prison of so 
small a town, was there seen a more singular assemblage of 
delinquents; the “pr^vot,” that is the elder of our room, 
named Lelievre, was a poor devil of a soldier, who, condemned 
to death three years before, had perpetually before him the 
chance of the termination of the respite, by viitue of which be 
itiil existed. The emperor, to whose mercy he had been re- 
commended, had pardoned him ; but as the pardon had not 
been registered, and as the indispensable official papers had 
not b«<fn transmitted to the chief judge, Lelievre continued a 
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prisoner; and all that could be done in favour of this unfortu- 
nate being, was to suspend the execution until the moment 
when an opportunity should present itself of again calling the 
emperor’s attention to his case. In this state, in which liis 
life was uncertain, Lclievre deliberated between the hope of 
frcecioin and the fear of death ; he laid down to sleep with the 
one and awoke with the other- Every evening he thought 
himself sure of his liberty, and every morning he expected to 
b(' shot; sometimes gay even to folly, sometimes dull and 
spiritless, he never enjoyed a moment of equable calm. If he 
play('d a game of draughts or matrimony, ho paused in the 
midbt of it, threw clown the cards, and striking his forehead 
with his clenched hands, jumped from his seat, and raving like 
a madman, he ended by flinging himself on bis bed, where, 
lying on his face, he remained lor hours in a state of mental 
depression. The hospital was Lelievre’s house of pleasure; 
and if ho got wearied, lie went there fur consolation from sister 
Alexandrine, who had a most tender heart, and sympathized 
with all the wretched. This compassionate sister was deeply 
intcTcsted in the prisoner, and Lelicvrc dc?served it, for he was 
not a criminal but a victim; and the sentence against him 
was the unjust result of a feeling but too common in councils 
of war, tliat the iimooent sliould even sulIVr if there are dis- 
orders to re])r{’ss. The conscience and humanity of judges 
tpught to be silent wdien necessit}^ calls for exemplary punish- 
inent. Lelicvre was one of the few of those men who, steeled 
against vice, can without danger to their morality remain in 
contact with the most contaminated. He acquitted himself 
in his duties of steward (pr^vbt) with as much equity as if he 
had been endued with all the powers of a licensed magistrate ; 
he never Jet off a new comer, but explained to liim his duties 
as a prisoner, endoavouriag to render as easy as possible the 
first days of his captivity; and rather might be said to do the 
honours of the prison than to enforce his authority. 

Another character also attracted the regard and affection of 
the prisoners, Christiern, whom we called the Dane. lie did 
not speak French, and only understood by signs ; but his in- 
telligence seemed to penetrate our very thoughts ; he was me- . 
lancholy, thoughtful, and gentle,; in his features there was a 
mixture of nobleness, candour, and sadness, which insinuated 
and touched at the same time. He wore a sailor’s dress ; but 
the flowing curls of his long black hair, his snowy white linen, 
the delicacy of his complexion and manners, the beauty of his 
hand, all announced a man of exalted condition. Although a 
smile was often on his lips, yet Christiern appeared a prey to 
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tbe deepest sorrow ; but he kept his grief to himself, and no 
one knew even the cause of his detention. One day he was 
summoned whilst he was engaged in tracing on the glass with 
a flint the drawing of a fl< et, which was his sole amusement, 
except occasionally sketching the portrait of a female, whose 
resemblance he seemed delighted to he perpetually depicting. 
"We saw him go out ; and soon afterwards being brought back, 
scarcely was the door closed upon him, than taking from a 
leathern bag a prayer-book, he was soon engrossed in its 
perusal. At night he slept as usual until daybreak, when the 
sound of a drum warned us that a detachment was entering 
the prison yard, and he then dressed himself hastily, gave his 
watch and money to Lelievre, who was his bedfellow; and 
having frequently kissed a small crucifix which he always 
wore round his neck, he shook hands with all of us. The 
gaoler, who was present, was very deeply alTocted ; and when 
Christiern left us, said, They are goiiig to shoot him ; all 
the troops arc assembled, and in less than a quarter of an 
hour ail his misfortunes will terminate. This sailor whom you 
all took for a Dane, is a native of Dunkirk; his real name is 
Vandermot; he served in the corvette Hirondelic, and was 
taken prisoner by tlu? English, and placed in the hold of a 
prison ship with many others ; when, exhausted with breathing 
infectious air and. almost starving, he consented to a proposal 
of being removed from this living tomb, on condition that he 
would embark in a vessel belonging to the East India Com- 
pany. On the return of the ship it was captured by a priva- 
teer, and Vandermot was brought here witl\ the rest of the 
crew. He was to have been sent to Valenciennes, but at the 
moment of departure, an interpreter interrogated him, and it 
was found Jjy his answers that he was not conversant with tlic 
English language ; titis gave rise to suspicions, and he de- 
clared that he was a subject of Ihe king of Denmark ; but as 
Jio had no proof of this assertion, it was decided that he should 
remain here until the whole affair should be cleared up. Some 
months elapsed, and Vandermot seemed to have been forgot- 
ten, when one day a woman and two children came to the gaol, 
and asked for Christiern. * My husband 1 ^ she cried, seeing 
him. ‘ My wife I my children ! ' he exclaimed, embracing 
them with ardour. ‘ How imprudent you are ! ' said I in a 
whisper to Christiern ! * it is well that only I am with you I' 

I promised to be secret, but it was useless. In the joy of 
having news from him, his wife, 'to whom he had written, and 
who thought him dead, had shown his letters to her neigh- 
bours, .and soma of the most efficioue amongst them had 
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already denounced him— the wretches I it is their deed which 
this day destroys him. For some old howitzers which the ship 
mounted, they have treated him as one taken in arms against 
his country. Are not such laws unjust ? ** 

“Yes, yes, the laws are unjust," said a number of fellows 
wlm were sitting round a bed, playing at cards and drinking 
spirits, “ Come, push round the glass," said one, handing it 
to his neighbour. “Holla!" said a second, who remarked 
tlie air of consternation ex 2 >ressed in Lelievre’s features, and 
shook his arm; “do not put yourself in a fright about it! 
His turn to-day, ours to-morrow." 

Tliis conversation, horribly prolonged, degenerated into un- 
feeling jokes, until the sound of a drum and fifes, whioli the 
echo of tlie river repeated in various quarters, indicated that 
the detachments of various corps were marching back to the 
camp. A death-like silence pervaded the prison for several 
minute s, and we thought that Christiern had already undergone 
his sentence; but at the instant when his eyes \\erc covered 
with’ the fatal bandage, and on his knees he awaited the execu- 
tion of his sentence, an aide-de-camp had stopped the fire of 
t!ic musketry. The prisoner again saw the light of heaven, 
jind was to ho restored to his wife and cliildren, wlrose prayers 
;md su])plicatioris to marshal Brunc had been the means of 
? ''.ving ius life. Christiern, led back to confinement, was still 
lull of joy, as he had been assured of his speedy freedom. 1'he 
emj)eror had been petitioned for his pardon, and the request, 
made in the name of the marshal himself, was so generously 
urged, that it was impossible to doubt of success. 

The return of Christiern was an event on which we did not 
fill to congratulate liim : we drank to the health of tlie rc- 
lurued prisoner; and the arrival of six new prisoners, who 
payed their entrance fees with much liberality, was an addi- 
tional incentive to rejoicing. These men, whom 1 had known 
as a part of Faulet’s crew, were sentenced to a few days’ con- 
finement, as a punishment for having, in boarding a prize, in 
defiance of the articles of war, plundered the English captain. 
As they had not been compelled to refund, they brought their 
guineas witli them, and spent them freely. We were all satis- 
fied : the gaoler, who collected even to the very smallest por- 
tions of this golden shower, was so pleased with his new guests, 
that he relaxed his vigilance, although there were in one room 
three prisoners under sentence of death, Lelievre, Christiern, 
and the Piedmontese Orsiuo, a chief of Barbets, who having 
encountered near Alexandria a detachment of conscripta 
tnarohing towards France, had got into their ranks, where ho 
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had supplied the place and name of a deserter. Orsino, whilst 
serving under tliis Hag, had conducted himself irreproachabiy, 
hut had marred all by an indiscretion. A price was set upon 
his head in his own country, and the sentence was to be put 
into execution at Turin. Five other prisoners were under the 
weight of charges of the gravest nature. I'oiir were inarincs; 
two of them Corsicans and two Provonr/als, charged willi the 
assassination of a woman, from wlioin they had stolen a golden 
cross and silver buckles ; the fifth had been, as well as they, 
of the army de la Lune, and to him were attributed very i)e- 
1 culiar powers: the soldiers asserted tbaChe could render him- 
1 self invisible, and nietamorphose liimself as he pleased ; lie 
' had,- besides, the gift of ubiquity; in fact, he was a sorcerer ; 
and that because he w’as hump-backed, facetious, severe, a 
great tale-teller, and, having been a shaiqier all his days, was 
clever in many tricks of legerdemain. With such company, 
most gaolers would have used tlm greatest precaution, ])ijt ours 
considered us as only skilful practitioners, and constantly as- 
sociated with us. Bv sides, for ready cash he provi(I('d for all 
our wants, and had no idea that we could have any wish to 
leave him; and he was correct to a certain point; for Lelievre 
and Christiern had not tiie least wish to escape; Orsino was 
resigned: tlie marines did not anticipate a very severe sen- 
tence; the sorcerer relied on the insuffieieney of evidence: 
and the privateers, alw«i\s drinking, felt no sort of melancholy. 
I alone nourished the idea of gt tling away ; but that 1 might 
not be sus])ected, X afFeeted to be undistiirb(‘d ; and so well 
did I conceal my ijitent, tliat it seemed as if the prison were 
iny natural element, and all thouglit that I was as comfortable 
there as a fish in water. I did not drink hut on oiivO occasion, 
that of Christiern’s return amongst us. That night we wore 
all somevvliat in liquor, and about two in the morning I felt a 
'burning thirst which seemed to inflame my whole body ; and 
on getting out of bed half awake, I groped about for the 
pitcher, and on drinking I found a most horrible mistake ; I 
had taken one vessel for another, and was almost poisoned. 
By daybreak I had scarcely represseli the violent commotions 
of my stomach, when one of the turnkeys came to tell us tliat 
there w'as some work to be done ; as this afforded an oppor- 
tunity for getting a little air, which I thought would revive 
me, I offered myself as substitute for a privateer, whose clothes 
I put on; and crossing the court-yard, 1 saw a subaltern 
officer of my acquaintance, who came in with his cloak on his 
arm. ' He told me that he was sentenced to a month's im- 
prisonment for having created an uproar in the theatre, and 
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had just been entered on the prison book. “ In that case,** 
said 1, ‘^you can begin your work at once; lierc is the trough.'* 
The subaltern was accoininodaiing, and did not require a 
second hint ; and whilst he very readily went to work, 1 passed 
boldly by the sentinel, who, fortunately for me, took no notice 
of me. 

Leaving the prison, I made my way into the country, and 
did not stop till I reached the bridge of Brique, where I paused 
in a small ravine, whilst I reflected on the best mode of escap- 
i?ig pursuit; and at first resolved on going to Calais, but my 
unlucky stars suggested my return to Arras. In the evening 
1 went to sleep in a barn, in which travellers rested. One of 
them, who had left Boulogne three hours after me, told me 
that the whole city was pjunged in grief at the execution of 
(^hristieni. ‘ It is the only thing they can talk about," said 
lie, “ U was expected that the emperor would pardon him, 
but the telegraph signalled that he was to be shot. He liad 
once narrowly escaped, but to-day be has suffered. It waa 
piteous to hear liim cry * Pardon, pardon,^ whilst endeavouring 
to raise himself after the first fire, amidst the bowlings of 
some dogs behind him, whom tlic shots had struck ! It went 
to the very heart, but yet they finished their work. It was his 
tlcstiny I " 

Althougli this information caused rno great affliction, I 
could not help thinking that Cliristiern’s death would effect a 
diversion in favour of my escape; iiiid as he told me nothing 
wliicli seemed as if i had been missed on the general muster- 
call, I thought myself in security. I readied Bethuno without 
misliap, and went to lodge with an old regimental acquaintance, 
wlio received me kindly. But however prudent one may he, 
there are always some unexpected oceurrenecs ; 1 had pre- 
ferred the hos])itality of a friend to a lodging at an auberge, 
and I had thereby placed myself in the jaws of danger ; for 
my friend was r(x*entiy married, and his wife’s brother wms one 
of those obstinate brutes, wdiost* hearts, insensible to glory, 
only desire inglorious peace. As a natural consequence, the 
abode I had chosen, as well as those of all the young fellow's 
relations, were frequently visited by the gendarmes ; and these 
very agreeable gentlemen invaded the residence of niy friend 
long before daybreak, and, without any respect to my slum- 
bers, demanded to see my papers. For want of a passport I 
endeavoured to enter into certain explan.itions with them, 
w'hich was hut lost labour. -The brigadier, after viewing me 
attentively, cried out, “ 1 am not mistaken, 'tis he ; I have 
seen him at Arras ; *tis Yidocq ! " I was compelled to - 
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and in less than a quarter of an hour found myself in the pri«» 
son of Bethune. 

Perhaps, before I proceed, my readers will not he sorry to 
learn the fate of my companions in captivity, whom I had left 
at Boulogne ; and I can satisfy their curiosity with respect to 
some of them. We have learnt that Christiern was shot, bravo, 
good fellow as he was ! Xiclievre, who v.'^as equally worthy, 
lingered on between hope and fear till the year 1811, when the 
typhus fever terminated his existence. The four sailors, the 
murderers, were one night liberated, and sent to Prussia, 
“where two of them received the cross of honour under the 
walls of Dantzic ; and the sorcerer was released without any 
sentence having been passed. In 1814 he called himself Col- 
linet, and was the quarter-master o^^ a Westphalian regiment, 
of wliieh he hoped to get tlic ohest for his own particular profit. 
This aiivonturer not knowing how to dispose of his booty, w^ent 
on the wings of haste to Burgundy, where, in the neighbour- 
hood, he fell in with a troop of Cossacks, wlio compelled him 
to surrender, and give an account of himself. This was tlio 
last day of his life, for they ran hini through with their lances. 

My stay at Betliune was brief ; for the day after my ca]>ture 
I was forwarded to Douai, whither I was conducted unde? 
good escort. 
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J HAD scarcely set foot in the prison, when the attorney- 
general Raiison, whom niy repeated escapes had irritated 
against me, appeared at the gyrating, and said — ** What, Ti- 
doeq has arrived ! Have they put him in fetters ?” — “ What 
have 1 done, sir/' said 1, “ that jmu should wish to be so 
severe with me? Ts it a great crime because I have so fre- 
quently escaped ? Have 1 abused the liberty which I hold so 
precious ? Wlien I have been retaken, have I not been found 
exf'rtitig myself to procure honourable modes of livelihood ? 
1 am less guilty than unfortunate ! Have pity on me, — pity 
my poor mother ; if I am condemned to return to the Bagiie, 
slio will die ! ” 

'i'hese words, pronounced with accents of sincerity, made 
sottie impression on M. liauson, who returned in the evening, 
and questioned me at length of the mode of my life since I had 
left 'J'oulon ; and as in proof of what I told him I oflered 
iiiduhi table testimony, he began to evince some kindness 
towards me. “ Why do you not draw up,’'' said he, “ an ap- 
plication 'for pardon, or at least for a commuUtion of the 
sentence ?, I will recommend you to the chief justice.” I 
tlianked the magistrate for his proffered kindness to me, 
and the same day a barrister of Douai, M. Thomas, 
who took a real intere.st in me, brought for my signa- 
ture, a petition, which he had been so kind as to draw up 
for me. 

1 was in expectation of the answer, wdien one morning I was 
sent for to the police- olHce. Imagining that it w'as the decision 
of the minister which "was to be communicated to me, and 
impatient to know it, I followed the turnkey with the haste of 
a man who anticipates agreeable intelligence. I relied on 
seeing the attorney -general, but — my wife appeared, accom- 
panied by two strangers, I endeavoured to guess the pur- 
port of her visit, when, with the most rmeinbarrassed tene in 
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the world, madame Vidocq said to me, “ I have come to tell 
you that the sentence of our divorce has been pronounced. I 
am going to he married again, and therefore 1 have judged it 
best to go through this formality. The clerk will give you a 
copy of the judgment for perusal.** 

Except obtaining my freedom, nothing could be more 
agreeable to me than the dissolution of this marriage, as I 
was for ever embarrassed with a creature whom I loathed. I 
do not know if I had sufficient command of myself to re- 
strain my joy, but certainly my countenance must have be- 
tokened it ; and if, as I have cogent reasons to believe, 
my successor was present, he retired with a conviction 
that 1 did not at all envy him the treasure he was about 
to possess. 

My detention at Douai was painfully prolonged. I was in 
suspense for five whole mouths, and notliing arrived from 
Paris. The attorney-general had evinced much interest for 
me, but misfortune engend^^rs distrust, and I began to fear 
that he had led me on witli a vain hope, that 1 might form no 
j)Ians of escape before the departure of the galley-slaves ; and 
struck with the idea, 1 again plotted deeply-laid projects for 
escape. 

Tlic gaoler, nanuid Wettu, viewing me as gained over and 
peaceahlc, showed me various little favours ; we frequently 
dined together tete-a-tete in a small room with one window, 
wliich looked on to the Scarpe. It struck me, that with the 
aid of this opening, which was not grated, some day, after 
dinner, I could easily take French leave, and depart; only 
it was absolutely necessary that 1 should secure some dis- 
guise, whicli when 1 had elFected my escape, would effectually 
conceal me from all pursuit. 1 confided my intentions to 
some friends, and they provided for me the uniform of an 
artillery officer, of which I resolved to avail mj'^sclf at the 
very first opportunity. One Sunday evening I was at table 
with the gaoler, and the agent Hurtrel ; the wine had made 
them very merry, for I had pushed it about briskly. “Do 
you know, my hearty,” said Hurtrel to me, “ that it would 
have been no safe business to have put you here seven years 
ago. A window without bars! By Jove, I would not have 
trusted you.” — “ And farther, Hurtrel,’* I replied, “ one 
should be made of cork to risk a plunge from such a height ; 
the Scarpe is very deep for a person who cannot swim.” — 
“True,” said the gaoler; and there the conversation rested, 
but my determination was taken. Some friends arrived, and 
the gaoler sat down to play with tliera ; and fixing on the 
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moment wlicii he was most intent on his game, I threw my 
•self into tlie river. 

At tlie noise of my iDill, all the party ran to the window, 
whilst Wfcttu called loudly to the guard and turnkeys to 
pursue me. Fortunately, twilight rendered it scarcely pos- 
to discern objects ; and my hat, which I had thrown 
designedly on tlie. bank, seemed to indicate that 1 had iin^ 
II K ti lately got out of the river, whilst I had continued swiiu- 
niiiig towards thew ^^’ater-g■ate, under which I passed wltii 
great ditliciilty, in consequence of being very cold, and my 
strength beginning to fail. Once out of the city, I gained 
the hank, iny clothes full of water, not weighing less than a 
iuiiulrcd weiglit ; Ijut I had made up my mind not to delay, 
i'.nd pushed on at once for .Ulangy, a village two leagues fj'oin 
Arr:is. it was four in tlie morning; and a baker, who was 
licating his oven, gave me leave to dry my garments, and 
Mi])j)jied me witli food. As soon as 1 was dried and re- 
fVc‘sh.(>d, i started for Duisans, where the widow of an old 
iVieiul of miiw, a captain, resided. A messenger was to 
I'M-i'ig to me there Uie uniform w-hich had been juovidcd for 
me at Dmiai ; and no sooner had I o!>tained it, than I vv'*nt 
to ller.sin, wln-re 1 stayed a few days with a cousin of mine, 
dhu- advice oi' rny friends, wliieli was very rational, urged me 
l<) depart as quickly as possible; and as I learut tliat the 
poll'**’, eoii\ineed that! was in the vieiuity, were bfiating up 
<v<'iy quarter, and were approaeliiiig the place of my abode, 
1 d^ termiind not to wait for them. 

J{ v^as evident that Paris oidy could afford me refuge ; hut 
to git to Jhiris it was indispensable L should pass tlirough 
Anas, wliere 1 should be infallibly recognised. 1 cogitated 
on t'ae means of obviating this dang<*r ; and jjrudence sug- 
fp/.'U’d to me to get into the wicker calash of my cousin, 
who had a famous horse, and was the cleverest fdlow in the 
world lor his knowh dge of the cross-roads. He pledged 
himself, on the reputation of liis talent as a guide, to carry 
mo in safety by the ramparts of my native towm ; and I 
wanted no more at his hands, Irusting in my disguise to ellect 
the rest. 1 was no longer Vidocq, unless 1 was examined 
very closely ; and on reaching the bridge of Gy, I saw', with- 
out the least alarm, eight horses belonging to gendarmes, tied 
to the door of a public-house. I confess I would rather have 
avoided the rencontre ; 'but it faced me, and it was only by 
-fronting it boldiy that 1 could hope to escape detection. 
'* Come on,” said 1 to my cousin ; ” here w'c must make au 
.essay ; get down ; be as quick as you can, and call for some- 
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thing/' He immediately alighted, and entered the public- 
house with tJie air of a man who had no dread of the eye of 
the brigade. “ Ah I " said they, “ it is your cousin Vidocq 
that you are driving ? ** — ** Perhaps it may be/' he answered, 
with a laugh ; “ go and see.” A gendarme did approach the 
calash, but rather from curiosity than suspicion. At the sight 
of my uniform, he respectfully touched his hat, and said. 

Your servant, captain ; ” and soon afterwards mounted his 
horse with his comrades. *‘Good journey,” cried my cousin, 
ibracking his whip; “ if you lay hold of him, perhaps you 
will write us word.” — “ Go your way,” said the quarter- 
master, who commanded the troop, “we know his haunt; 
Hersin is the w'ord ; and to-morrow by this time, he will be 
again between four walls.” 

We continued our journey very quietly, but yet one thing 
made me somewlmt uneasy ; my military dress might expose 
me to some difficulties which would have an unpleasant result. 
The war with Prussia had begun, and there were but few 
officers in the interior, unless they were confined tlicro by 
some w^ouiid, I determined on carrying my arm in a sling 
as an officer who had been disabled at Jena; and if any 
questions were asked, 1 was prepared to give all particulars 
on this subject, which 1 had learnt from the bulletins ; and to 
add those which 1 could pick up by hearing a multitude of 
accounts, some true and some false, from witnesses either 
ocular or not. In fact, 1 was quite au fait concerning the 
battle of Jena, and could speak to all comers with perfect 
knowledge of the subject ; nobody knew more of it than 1 
did. I acquitted myself in admirable style at Beaumont, when 
tiie weariness of our horse, which had conveyed us thirty- 
three leagues in a day aiiU a half, compelled us to halt. I 
had already begun conversing in the inn, when I saw a 
quarler-niasler of gendarmes go straight up to an officer of 
dragoons, and ask for his papers. 1 went up to the quarter- 
master and asked him the motive of this precaution. “ I 
asked him for his route,” he answered, “ because when every 
one is with tlic army, a healthy officer would not be left in 
Prance.” “ You are right, comrade,” said 1, “ duty must be 
performed ; ” and at the same time, that he might not take 
a fancy to ask me a similar question, 1 asked him to dine 
with us; and during the meal I so far gained his confidence, 
that he requested me, on reaching Paris, to use my interest 
in procuring him a change of quarters. I promised him all he 
asked, which much pleased him ; as I was to use my own 
influence, wJiich was great, and that of others still more 
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powerful. We are generally prodigal in bestowing that which 
we have not However it may be, the flask circulated rapidly ; 
and my guest, in the enthusiasm of having secured an iiiteresf 
wliich was so desirable to him, began to talk that volubly 
nonsense which usually precedes drunkenness, when a gen- 
ttarme brought him a packet of despatches. He opened them 
with an unsteady hand, and attempted to read them, but his 
eyes refused their office, and he begged me to peruse them 
for him. I opened a letter, and the first words which struck 
iny siglit were these : ** Brigade of Arras.” I hastily read it, 
and found that it was advice of my travelling towards Beau- 
^ inont, ai>d adding that I must have taken the diligence of the 
; i>ilver Lion. In spite of my agitation, I read the letter to him, 
omitting or adding particulars as 1 pleased. ” Good ! very 
good ! ” said tlie sober and vigilant quarter-master ; ** the 
conveyance will not pass until to-morrow morning, and I will 
take due care.” He then sat down with the intention of 
drinking more, b\it his strength did not equal his courage, 
and they were obliged to carry him to bed, to the great scan- 
dal of all the lookers-ou, who repeated with much indignation, 
” What 1 the quarter- master ! a man of rank, to beliave so 
sliaincfully ! ” 

As might he conjectured, I did not wait the uprising of the 
man of rank; and at five o’clock got into tlm Beaumont dili- 
gence, wliich conveyed me safely to Paris, where my mother, 
vho had remained at Versailles, rejoined me. We dwelt to- 
gether for some months in the faubourg Saint-Denis, where 
ive saw no one, except a jeweller named Jaequelin, whom I 
v/as compelled, to a certain extent, to make my confidant, be- 
cause he had known me at Kouen under the name of Blondel. 

It was at his house tliat I met a madame de B , who 

holds the first rank in the affc'ctioiis of my life. Madame de 

B , or Annette, for so 1 call her, was a very pretty woman, 

whom her husband had abandoned in consequence of his af- 
fairs turning out unfortunate. He had fled to Holland, and 
had’ not been heard of for a considerable time. Annette was 
then quite free; she pleased me ; I liked her wit, understand- 
ing, kindly feeling, and ventured to tell her so ; she saw soon, 
and without much trouble, my assiduity and regard ; and we 
found tliat we could not exist without each other. Annette 
came to live with me, and as I resumed the trade of a 
travelling seller of fashionable commodities, she resolved to 
accompany me in my perambulations. The first journey we 
undertook together was excessively fortunate* 1 learnt, how- 
ever, at the moment I was leaving Melun, from the landlord 
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of the inn at which I had put up, that tlie commissary of po- 
lice had testified some regret at not having examined my 
papers ; but what was deferred was not ended, and that at my 
next visit, he meant to pay me a visit. The information sur- 
prised me, for I nnist consequently liave been in some way 
an object of suspicion. To go on might lead to danger, and 
1 therefore returned to Paris, resolving not to make any 
other journeys, unless I could render less unfavourable tin’ 
chances which com})ined against me. 

Having started very early, I reached the faubourg Saint 
Marceau in good time ; and at my entrance, 1 luard the 
hawkers bawling out, “• that two well-known persons are to be 
execnf ‘d to-day at the Phn e de Gn^ve,” J listened, and fan- 
cied i distinguished the name of Ueihaux. Jleri)atix. the 
author of the forgery wnich caused all rny inisrortunes ? i 
listened with more attention, but with an involuntary shudiler ; 
and this time the crier, to whom I had ajiproached, repeated 
the seiiloiice witli tlu'se additions: “Here is the sentimce of 
the criminal tribunal of the dejjartnn'nt of the Seine, v\hich 
condemns to do. itli the said Arniand Saint Leger, an old 
sailor, born at Payonne. and Cesar Jleihaiix, a freed galley- 
slave, born at Lille, accused and convicted of murder.” 
^c. 

I could doubt no hmger ; the wretch who had }iea]H'd 
80 much misery on my head was about to siitfer on the scallold. 
Shall 1 confess tliat 1 felt a sentinn nt of joy, and yet I tiein- 
bled ? Tormented again, and agitated with a ]>eri)etnaily la - 
new'ijig uneasiness, 1 would liave de^tl•oy<al all the po])ulatJon 
of tiic jirisons .ind Bagnes, who having been the means of 
easting me into tlie abyss of misery, had kept rue there by 
their vile disclosures. It will not excite wrimler, when I say 
that 1 ran with haste to the ])alace of justiee to assure myself 
of the truth •, it was not mid-d Jiy, uiul ! had great trouble in 
reaching tlie grating, near which 1 fixed myself, waiting for 
the fatal moment. 

At last four o'clock struck, and the wii-kct opened. A man 
appeared first on the stage. It was Herliaiix. His face was 
covered with a deadly paleness, whilst he affected a firmness 
which the convulsive workings of his features belied. He pre- 
tended to talk to his companion, who was already incapacitated 
from bearing him. At the signal of departure, Herbaux, with 
a countenance into which he infused all the audacity he could 
force, gazed round on the crowd, and his eyes met mine. He 
•taried,, and the blood rushed to his face. The procession 
passed and I remained as motionless as the bronze railings 
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on wliicli I was leaning ; and I should probably have remained 
longer, if an inspector of the palace had not desired me to 
come away. Twenty minutes afterwards, a car, laden with a 
red basket, and escorted by a gendarme, was hurried over the 
Pont-au-Change, going towards the hurial ground allotted for 
felons. Then, with an oppressed feeling at my heart, I 
went away, and regained my lodgings, full of sorrowful re- 
flections. 

1 have since learnt, that during his detention at the P.it'etre, 
llerbaux had expressed his regret at having been inslruinentai 
in getting me condemned, when innocent. The crime which 
had brought this wretch to the scaflbld was a murder commit- 
ted, i]i company with Saint Leger, on a lady of the JMace 
Danphine, These two villains had obtained access to their 
victim under pretence of giving her tidings of her son, whom 
tlu'v said they had seen in the army. 

Although, in fact llorbaux’s execution could not have any 
direct influence ovf r my situation, yet it ealarmed mo, and 1 
was horror-struck at feeling that 1 had ever been in contact 
with such brigands, destined to the executioner’s arm; my 
reinemhranoc revealed me to myself, and 1 bliisljed, as it were, 
in my own face. 1 sought to lose the ncollection, and to lay 
down an impassahle line of demarcation between tlm past and 
tlic present ; for I saw but too plainly, that tlie future w as de 
pendent on the past; and T w’as the more wretched, as a t^olice, 
who have not always due powers of discernment, would not 
permit me to forget myself. T saw myself again on the point 
of being snared like a deer. The persuasion that I was inter- 
dieted from becoming an honest man drove me to despair ; I 
WHS silent morose, and disheartened. Annette perceived it> 
and sought to console me ; slie oflered to devote herself for me. 
Dressed me with questions, and my secret escaped me ; but I 
never had cause to regret my confidence. The activity, the 
zcah and prcsi’ence (d’lnind of this woman, became very useful 
to me. I was in want of a passport, and she persuaded Jac- 
qnclin to lend me his ; and to teach me how to make yse of it, 
slie gave me the most complete accounts of her family and 
connexions. Thus instructed, T set out on my journey, and 
t)avcrsed the whole of Lower Burgundy. Almost everywhere 
J was examined as to my passport, which, if they had compared 
it with my parson, would have at once disclosed the fraud ; hut 
this was nowhere done, and for more than a year, with trifling 
excepti( ns not worth detailing, the name of Jacquelin was pro- 
pitious to me. 

One day that I had unpacked at Auxerre, and was walking 
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peaceably on the quay, I met one Paquay, a robber by pro- 
fession, whom I had seen at the Bicetre, where he was confined 
for bU years. I would rather have avoided him, but he ad- 
dressed me abruptly, and, from his first salutation, I foiind 
that it would not be safe to pretend no acquaintance with him* 
He was too inquisitive about what I was doing ; and as I saw 
from his conversation that he wished me to join him in his 
robberies, I thought it best, to get rid of him, to talk of the 
police of Auxerre, whom 1 represented as very vigilant, and 
consequently much to he dreaded. I ihouglit I saw that my 
‘nformation made an impression on him, and I eoloured tlie 
picture still higher^ until at length, after having listened with 
much, but unquiet attention, he suddenly cried, “ Devil lake 
it! it appears that there is nothing to be done here; the 
packet-boat will start in two hours, and if you like we will he 
off together/^ — ** Agreed, said I; ‘‘if you are for starting I 
am your man.” I then quitted him, after having promised to 
rejoin him immediately that I should have made some prepara- 
tions which were necessary. How pitiable is the condition 
of a fugitive galley-slave, who, if he would not he deno\mced 
or implicated in some evil deed, must be himself the denouncer. 
Returned to the public-house, I then wrote the following letter 
to the lieutenant of the gendarmerie, whom I knew to he on 
the hunt for the authors of a robbery lately committed at the 
coach-office ; — 

** Sir, 

A person who does not wish to bo known, informs you, 
that one of the authors of the robbery committed at the coao.li- 
office in your city, will set out by the packet-boat to g«» to 
Soigny, where his accomplices most probably are. Lest you 
should fail, and not arrest him in time, it would be the best for 
two disguised g(indunnes to go on board the packet-boat, with 
him, as it is important that he should be taken with prudence, 
and not allowed to get out of aight, as he is a very active 
man.*' 

This missive w^as accompanied by a description so minute 
that it was impossible to mistake him. The moment of de- 
parture arrived, and 1 went on the quays, taking a circuitous 
route, and from the window of a public-house where I stationed 
myself, I perceived Paquay enter the packet-boat, and soon 
afterwards the two gendarmes embarked, whom I recognised 
by a certain air, which may be seen, but cannot he described. 
At intervals they handed a paper to each other, which they 
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perused, and then cast their eyes on tlic man, whose dress^ 
contrary to the usual garb of the robbers, was in a bad condi^ 
tion. The boat moved on, and I saw it depart with the more 
pleasure, as it carried with it Paquay, his propositions, and 
even his discoveries, if, as I did not doubt, he had the inten- 
tion of making any. 

The day after this adventure, whilst I was taking an inven- 
tory of my merchandizes, I heard an extraordinary noise, and, 
looking from the windows, I saw Thierry and his satellites 
guarding a chain of galley-slaves! At this sight, so terrible 
and inauspicious for me, 1 drew back quickly, but in my haste 
1 broke a pane of glass, and suddenly attracted all looks 
towards me. I wished myself in the bowels of tlie earth. But 
this was not all ; for to increase my disquietude, somebody 
o})encd my door ; it was the landlady of the Pheasant, madame 
Gclat. “Here, M. Jacquelin, come and see the chain pass- 
ing,’^ she cried. “01), it is long since I saw such a fine one, 
there are at least one hundred and fifty, and some of them 
famous fellows! Do jou'hear how they arc singing ? I 
thanked iny hostess for her attention, and pretending to be 
much busied, told her that I would go down in an instant. 
“ Oh, do not hurry yourself,'* she answered, “ there is plenty 
of time, they are going to sleep here in our stables. And then 
if you wish to have any conversation with the commandant, 
they will put him in the chamber next to you.'* Lieutenant 
Thierry iiiy neighbour ! At this intelligence I know not what 
passed in my mind; hut 1 think that if madame Gelat had 
observed me she would have seen my countenance grow pale, 
and my whole frame tromhle witli an involuntary shudder. 
Lieutenant Thierry my neighbour! lie might recognise me, 
detect me ; a gesture might betray me ; and it was therefore 
expedient to avoid a rencpnlre if possible. The necessity of 
completing my inventory was an excuse for rny apparent wapt 
of curiosity. 1 passed a frightful night, and it was not until 
four o’clock in the morning when the departure of the infernal 
procession was announced to me, that I breathed freely again. 

He has never suffered, who has not experienced horrors 
similar to those into which the presence of this troop of ban- 
ditti and their guards threw me. To be again invested with 
those fetters which 1 had broken at the cost of so much en- 
durance and exertion, was an idea which haunted me inces- 
santly. I was not the sole pt»sses8or of my own secret, for 
there were galley-slaves everywhere, who, if 1 sought to flee 
from them, would infallibly betray me ; my repose, my very 
existence was menaced on ail sides, and at all times. The 
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glance of an eye, the name of a commissary, the appearance* 
of a gendarme, the perusal of a sentence, all aroused and ex- 
cited my alarm. How often did I curse the perverse fate 
which, deceiving my youth, had smiled at the disorderly licence 
of my passions ; and that tribunal which, by an unjust sen- 
tence, had plunged me into a gulf whence I could not cxtrieati^ 
myself, nor cleanse myself of the foul imputations which clung 
to me ; and those institutions which close for ever llie door of 
repentance ! 1 w'us excluded from society, and yet I was anx- 

ious to give it proofs of good conduct ; 1 had given them ; 
and 1 attest my invariably honourable behaviour after every 
escape, my habits of regularity, and my puiictUious fidelity in 
fulfilling all my engagements. 

Now some fears arose in iny mind concerning Paejuay, in 
wliose arrest I had been instrumental; and, on reflection, it 
seemed tliat I had acted inconsiderately in this circumstance ; 
1 felt a forewarning ofvsome impending evil, and the presenti- 
ment was realized. Paquay, when conducted to Paris and 
then brought back to be confronted at Auxerve, learnt lliat 1 
was still in that city; he had always sinspeeted me (>r having 
denounced him, and determined on liis revenge. lie told the 
gaoler all he knew concerning me, and he reported it to the 
authorities ; but my reputation for probity was so well esta- 
.blished in A uxerre, where 1 remained for three months at a 
time, that, to avoid an unpleasant business, a magistrate, 
whose name I will not disclose, sent for me, and gave ine 
notice of what had occurred. There was no occasioit for me 
to avow the truth, my agitation revealed all, and 1 had only 
strength to say, “ Sir, 1 st^k to be an honest man.” Without 
any reply, he went out and left me alone. 1 eoinpreh( nded 
his generous silence, and in a quarter of an liour 1 had lost 
sight of Auxerre ; and from my retreat I wToto to Annette, to 
inform lier of this fresh catastrophe, Jiiit to remove suspicion, 
I recommended her to stay for a fortnight at the ” Ph(‘asant,” 
and to tell everybody that J was at Rouen, m.iking purchases, 
and on the expiration of tlie time she was to rejoin me at 
Paris, where she arrived at the day appointed. She told me, 
that the day after iny departure, disguised gendarmes had 
called at my warehouse, intending to arrest me, and that not 
linding me, they had said that they did not mind, for they should 
discover me at last. 

They continued their search; and thivs deranged all rny 
plans, for, masked under the name of .lacquelin, 1 saw myself 
reduced to quit it, and once more renounce the industrious, 
trade which J had created. 
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No passport, however good, could protect me through th<^ 
districts which 1 usually travelled over ; and in those where I 
was unknown, my unusual appearance would most probably 
excite suspicion. The crisis was horridly critical. What 
could I do ? This was my only thought, when chance intro- 
duced iTie to a tailor of the Cour Saint Martin, who was desir- 
ous of selling his husincss. 1 treated with him, persuaded that 
I could nowhere ho so safe as in the heart of a capital, w^here it 
! is easy to lose cnosclf amid the crowded population. Kight 
inoiiths cL'qjscd, and nothing disturbed the tranquillity enjoyed 
hy my mother, Annette, and myself. My Irtide prospered, and 
every day augmented it ; nor did 1 confine myself, as my pre- 
decessor liad done, to the making up of clothes, but traded 
also in cloths, and w’ns perhaps on the road to fortune,' when 
oiK^ nioruing all my troubles were renewed. 

1 was in my warehouse, wdien a messenger came to me, and 
said 1 was wanted at a coffee-house in the lUie Aumaire and 
Ihinking that it was some matter of business, I immediAtciy 
went to the place appointed. I was taken into a private rioom, 
and there found two liigitives from the Bagne at Brest; one 
of them was that Blondy who aided my unfortunate escape 
from Pont-a-Luzen. “ We liave been here these ten days/' 
said lie to me, “ and have not a sous, yesterday w’c saw you 
in a warehouse, that we learnt was your owm, which gave us 
imieli jileasurc; and 1 said to my fiiend, ‘ Let us now cast off 
all c.'ire;’ for wc know' that you arc not the man to lefive old 
comrades in difficulty.” 

'.riie idea of seeing myself in the pow'er of two ruffians, 
whom I knew capable of the vilest d('eds, even of selling me 
to the police to make a prolit of me, although they injured 
ilieinselves, was overwhelming. I did not fail to express my 
])Iea.sure at seeing thorn, adding, that I was not rich, and re- 
gretting tliat it was only in my power to give them fifty francs. 
They appeared content with tliis sum; and on leaving me, 
expressed tlieir iutciition to depart at once for Chalons-sur- 
Marne, where tliey said they had business. I should have 
been but too fortunate had they at once quitted Paris, hut on 
bidding me adieu, they promised soon to see me again, and I re- 
mained tormented w iih the dread of their return, "W ould they 
not consider me as a milch-cow, and inakp the most of their 
power over me ? Would they not he insatiable? Who could 
answer that their demands would be limited to my means ? I 
already saw m.yself the banker of these gentlemen and many 
others ; for it w'as to be presumed, that, in conformity with th« 
custom of these thieves, if I satisfied them they would intro- 
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<duce iheit friends to me; who would also draw upon me, and 
I should only be on good terms with them till my first refusal, 
and after that, they would without doubt serve me a villarious 
trick. With such bloodhounds let loose upon me, it may be 
imagined that I was but ill at ease ! It must be allowed that 
ray situation was an unpleasant oik‘, but it was crowned with 
a rencontre which made it still worse. 

It may or may not he renicmhcrod that my wife, after her 
divorce, had married again, and I tliouglit she w'as in the 
department of the Pas-de-Calais, entirely occupied in being 
happy and making her new husband so, when, in tlie Hue dii 
Petit -Carreau, I met her, face to face ; and it was impossible 
to pass her, for she at once recognised me. I spoke to her, 
witliont alluditig to the w'rongs she had done me ; and as the 
dilapidation of her dress evinced that slic was not in very flou- 
rishing circumstances I gave her some money. She pel haps 
imagined that it was an interested generosity, but it certainly 
was not. It never occurred to me that the ( x-madamc Yidoeq 
W'ould denounce me. In truth, in recurring at a later period 
to our old wrangles, I thought that my lieart had only given 
me prudential suggestions, and then approv(‘(l of what I had 
done ; it appeared most proper that this icinale, in her distress, 
should rely on me for some assistance. Detained in or far 
from Paris, I was anxious to relieve her misery. This should 
have been a consideration to determine her to preserve silence; 
and I at least thought so. We shall sec whether or not I was 
deceived in rny expectation. 

The support of my ex-wife was an expense to v/hicli I re*- 
conciled myself; hut of this charge 1 did not as yet know tlie 
whole weight. A fortnight had elaj scd since our interview ; 
when one morning I was sent for to tii** Kue de I’Echiquicr, 
and on going llu re, at the bottom of a court, in a gronnd-floor 
room, very clean, hut meanly furnished, I saw again not only 
my wife, but also her nieces and their father, the terrorist 
i Chevalier, who had just been freed from an imprisonment of 
six months, for stealing jilate. A glance was sufficient to 
assure me that I had now the whole family on my hands. 
They were in a state of the most complete destitution ; I hated 
them and cursed them, and yet I could do nothing better than 
extend my hand to them. I drained myself for them, for to 
have driven them to despair would have brought on my own 
ruin ; and rather than return to the power of the police, I re- 
solved on sacrificing my last sous. 

At this period it seemed as if the whole world was leagued 
♦gainst rae; I was compelled to draw ray purse-strings U 



MEMOIRS OF VIIJOCQ. 


251 


every moment, and for whom ? For creatures who, looking 
on my liberality as compulsory, were prepared to betray me 
.IS soon as I ceased to be a certain source of reliance. When 
I went home from ray ife’s, I had still another proof of the 
wretchedness affixed to the state of a fugitive galley-slave. 
Annette and my mother were in tears. During my absence, 
two drunken men had asked for me, and on being told that f 
was from home, they had broke forth in oaths and threats 
which left me no longer in doubt of the perfidy of their inten- 
tions. By the description which Annette gave me of these 
two individuals, I easily recognised Blondy and his comrade 
Dt'luc. 1 had no trouble in guessing their names ; and be- 
sides, th(‘y had left an address, with a formal injunction to 
send them forty francs, which was more than enough to dis- 
close to me who they w’ere, as there w'ere not in Paris any 
other persons who could send such an intimation. I was 
obedient, very (»hedjeut; only in paying my contribution to 
these two scoundrels, I could not help letting them know' how 
inconsiderately they had behaved. Consider what a step you 
have taken,” said I to them; “they knew nothing at my 
house., and you have told all; my w'ife, who carries on the con- 
cern in lier name, will perhaps turn me out, and then I must 
1)0 reduced to the lowest ebb of misery.” — “ Oh yoti can come 
and rob with us,” answered the two rascals. 

I endeavoured to convince them how' much better it was to 
ov7e an existence to lioiiestr toil, than to be in incessant fear 
fiom the police, which sooner or later catches all malefactors 
in Its nets. 1 added that one crime generally leads to another; 
that he would risk his neck who ran straight tow'ards the guil- 
lotine ; and the termination of my discourse was, that they 
would do well to renounce the dangerous career on which 
they had entered. 

“ Mot so bad 1” cried Blondy, when 1 had finished my lec- 
ture, “ not so bad ! But can you in the meantime point ou*: 
to us any apartment tliat we can ransack ? We are, you see, 
like Harlequin, and have more need of cash than advice;" 
and they left me, laughing deiidingly at me. I called them 
back, to profess iny attaclnncnt to tliern, and begged them not 
to call again at my house, “ If that is all," said Deluc, “ we 
will keep from that.” — “Oh yes, we’ll keep away,” added 
Blondy, “ since that is unpleasant to your mistress.” 

But the latter did not stay away long : the very next day at 
nightfal he presented himself at my warehouse, and asked to 
■peak to me privately. I took him into my own room. “ We 
are alone ?” said he to me, looking round at the room in 
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tvbich we were ; and when he was assured that he had no wit- 
nesses, he drew from hi& pocket eleven silver forks and two 
gold watches, which he placed on a stand. “ Four hundred 
francs for this would not be too much — the silver plate and 
the gold watches. Come, tip us the needful.'^ “ Four hun- 
dred francs !” said I, alarmed at so abrupt a total ; “ 1 have 
not so much money.” “ Never mind — go and sell the goods.” 
— ** But if it should be known ?” “ That's your affair ; I want 
the ready ; or if you like it better, I'll send you customers 
from the poliee-oflice — you know what a word would do. 
Come, come, the cash, tlie chink, and no gammon.” I under- 
stood the scoundrel but too well : I saw myself denounced, 
dragged from the state into which I had installed myself, and 
led hack to the Bagno. I counted out the four hundred 
franc*. 



CHAPTER XX. 


I WAS a receiver of stolen goods ! a criminal, in spite of my- 
self! But yet I was one, for I had lent a hand to crime. No 
hell can be imagined equal to the torment in which I now 
existed. I was incessantly agitated ; remorse and fear assailed 
me at once niglit and day ; at each moment I was on tlie rack. 
I did not sleep, I Irul no appetil(‘, the cares of business W(Te 
md longer attended to, all was hateful to me. All! no, I had 
Annette and iny mother with me. But should 1 not he forced 
to abandon them ? Sometimes 1 troubled at the thoughts of 
iny apprehension, and my home was transformed into a hlthy 
dungeon ; somclimcs it was suriounded by the ])oliee, aiul 
tlieir pursuit laid o])en ])roofs of a misdeed which would draw 
down on me the vengeance of the Jiws. Harassed hy the 
family of Chevalier, who devoured my substance; tormented 
by Blondy, who was never wearied witii ap])lyijig to me Ibr 
money ; dreading all that could occur, that was most hovrilde 
and incurable in my situation ; ashamed of the tyranny cx^t- 
cised over me by the vilest wretches that disgraced the earth ; 
irritated that I could not hurst through tl»e moral chain w hicli 
irrevocably bouiul me to the opj^robrimn of llie human race; I 
was driven to the brink of despair, and, fur eight days, pon- 
dered in my head the direst purj)oscs. Bloiidy, the wretch 
lilondy, was the especial object of my wrathful indignation; I 
could hav^ strangled him with all iny heart, and yet I still 
.kept on terms with him, still had a welcome for him. Im- 
petuous^ and violent as 1 was hy nature, it w^as astonishing how 
much patient endurance 1 exercised ; hut it was all owing to 
Annette. Oli ! how 1 prayed with fervent sincerity, that, in 
one of his frequent excursions, some friendly gendarme might 
drive a bullet through Blondy’s brain ! 1 even trusted that it 

was an event that would soon occur ; but every time that a 
more extended absence began to inspire me with the hope that 
I was at length freed from this wretch, he again appeared, and 
brought with him a renewal of all iny cares. 
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One day I saw him come with Deluc ami an ex-clerk, 
iiamcd^ St. Germain, whom I had known at lloucn ; where, 
like many otliers, he had barely the reputation of an honest 
man. St Germain, who had only known me as tJie merchant 
Blondcl, was much astonislicd at the meetinj^ ; l)ut two words 
from Blondy explained my whole history. — 1 was a thorough 
rogue. Confidence then replaced astonishment ; and St. Ger- 
main, who at first had frowned, joined in the mirth. Blondy 
told me, that they wore going all three to set out for the en- 
virons of Seiilis, and asked me for the loan of my wicker car, 
which I made use of when visiting the fairs. Glad to get rid 
of these fellows on such terms, 1 hastily wrote a note to the 
person who had charge of it. He gave them the conveyance 
and harness, and away they went ; whilst for ten days I lioard 
iiothing of them, wlien St. Germain reappeared. He entered 
rny house one morning with an alarmed look, and an appear- 
ance of much fatigue. “ Well,” said he, “ my comrades have 
k^en seized.” — ” Seized I” cried I, with a joy which I could 
•ot repress ; but assuming all my coolnes.s, I asked for the 
details, with an affectation of being greatly concerned. 8t. 
Germain told me, in few words, that JBondy and Deluc had 
only been apprehended because they travelled without creden- 
tials. I did not believe anything he said, and had no doubt 
but they had been engaged in some robbery ; and what con- 
firmed my suspicions was, that, on proposing to send them 
some money, St. Germain told me that they were not in want 
of any. On leaving Paris, tliey had fifty francs amongst tliem ; 
and certainly with so small a sum, it would have been a diffi- 
cult matter to have gone on for a fortnight ; and yet how was 
it that they were still not unprovided ? The first idea that 
flashed through my brain, was, that they had committed some 
extensive robbery, which they wished to conceal from me ; hut 
I soon discovered that the business w'as of a still more serious 
nature. 

Two days after St. Germain’s return, I though t*I woiffd go 
and look at my car ; and remarked, at first, that they Jiad al- 
tered its exterior appearance. On getting inside, I saw on the 
lining of white and blue striped ticken, red spots ‘recently 
washed out ; and then opening the seat, to take out the key, I 
found it filled with blood, as if a carcass had been laid there ! 
All was now apparent, and the truth was exposed, even more 
horrible than my suspicions had foreboded. I did not hesi- 
;tate ; far more interested than the murderers themselves in 
getting rid of all traces of the deed, on the next night 1 took 
the vehicle to the banks of the Seine, and having got as far aa 



MEMOins or viooca- 


255 


I?(*rcy, in a lone spot, I set fire to some straw and dry wood, 
with wliich 1 liad filled it, and did not leave the spot until the 
wliole was burnt to ashes. 

St. Oerrnain, to whom I spoke of the circumstances, with- 
out addinjy that I had burnt my carriage, confessed that the 
dead body of a waggoner, assassinated by Blondy, between 
liouvres and Dammarlin, bad been concealed in it, until they 
found an opportunity of throwing it into a well, This man, 
one of tlie most abandoned villains I ever encountered, spoke 
of tlie deed as if it were a most harmless action ; and a laugh 
WMS on bis lips wliile be related the facts with the most unem- 
barrassed and easy tone. I was horrified, and listened with a 
sort of stupefaction ; and wbtm be asked me for the impression 
of tlie lock of an apartment with which I was acquainted, 1 
reached tlie climax of iny terrors. I made some observations, 
to which he replied, ‘‘ What is that to me ? — business must be 
done. Because you know liim ! ^Vby that is the stronger 
reason ; you know all the ways of the bouse ; you can guide 
me, and we will sliare the produce ! — Come, it is no use re- 
fusing ; 1 n\ust have the impression.” 1 pretended to yiedd 
to Ifis arguments. ** Such scruples as these — hold your 
longue !” replied St. Germain ; “ you make me sweat [the 
expression he used was not quite so proper]. But come — all 
is agreed, and half the plunder it yours.” Good God ! what an 
associate I I had no cause to rejoice at Blondy’s mishap ; I 
really got rid of a fever and fell into an ague. Blondy would 
yield to persuasion on certain terms, but St. Germain never ; 
and he was even more imperious in his demands. Exposed to 
see myself compromised from one moment to another, I de- 
termined to sec M. Henry, chief of the division of security in 
the prefecture of police. 1 went to him ; and having unfolded 
my situation to him, declared that if he would tolerate my re- 
sidence at Paris, I would give him exact information of a 
great many fugitive galley-slaves, wdtli whose retreats and 
plans I was well acquainted. 

M. Henry received me with mucli kindness ; but having for 
a moment reflected on what 1 had said, answered that he could 
not enter into any terms with me. “ Tiiat should not prevent 
your giving the information,” he continued, “ and we can then 
judge how useful it may be ; aud perhaps. . * — ** Ah, sir, no 
perhaps, that would risk my life. You are not ignorant of 
what those individuals are* capable whom you denounce ; and 
if I must be led back to tlie Bagne after some part of an ac- 
cusation has stated that I have made communications to the 
police, I am a dead man,” — “ Under these circumstances, let 
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«s speak no farther on the subject and lie left me, without 
even asking iny nanle. 

1 was deeply grieved at the ill siiceess of my proposition. 
St. Germain was about to return and demand the performance 
of my promise. AVhat was 1 to do ? Ought 1 to inform tlie 
individual, that we were about to rob him together ? If it had 
been possible to liave avoided accomjianying St. Germain, it 
would not have hcen so dangerous to have given such notice ; 
hut I had promised to assist him, and had no pretext for get- 
ting oir froin my promise, and 1 waited for liim as I should 
have done for a sentence of death. One, two, three weeks 
passed in these perplexities, and at the end of this time I be- 
gan to breatiie again ; and when tavo months had elapsed, was 
perfectly at my case, tliinking that l.e had been apprehended, 
as wa ll .18 his two companions. Annette (I shall always n'- 
incmber it) made a nine days’ vow, and burnt at li'ast a dozen 
wax candies in token of joy. 1 pray to in-aven,"’ she some- 
times said, ** tliat they may continu ‘ whi'rc they are.” I’iie 
tvirinent had hcen of long duration, but the moments of calm 
were hrief, and they preceded the catastrophe wliieli decideil 
my ('xisteuce. 

Tlie ord of May, 1809, at daybreak I wms aw'akened by seve- 
ral knoclis at my w^'lre]K)Us•:* door; and going down to sec, was 
on the point of opening the door, when I lu'ard some voices in 
conversation in a low tom'. lie is a powerful man,” said 
one; ” vve must he wary !” There wms no dould concerning 
lIic motives of this earl}'- visit, ami I returned ha.slily to my 
tdiamber, told .'Vmiette what had jinssed, and opening the win- 
dov% whilst she mitered into conversation witli tlie olheers, I 
glided out in my shirt, by a door which opened on the stair- 
case, and soon reached the upjier story ; at the fourth 1 saw 
ail o})(.n door and entered, looked about me, listened, and 
found 1 was alone. In a recess in the wall was a bed, hidden 
by a ragged crimson damask curtain. Pressed by clrcuin- 
stanc(?s, and sure that the staircase w.is guarded, I threw my- 
self beiiehtli tlic mattress ; but scarcely had I lain down when 
fiome one entered, whom I recognised to he a young man 
named Fosse:, whose father, a hrass' worker, was lying in an 
iidjacent room, and a dialogue thus began : — 

SCENE THE, FIRST. 

l-ATHER, MOTHER, AND SON, 


Soj. AVbat do you think, father f They are looking 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ. 


257 

■the tailor — they want to seize him — all the house is in an up- 
roar, Do you hear the bell ? Hark ! hark ! they are ringing 
at the watcliinaker’s. 

Mother. “ Let them ring — do not you meddle in business 
that does not concern you ; — (io her husband) Come, father, 
dress ; they will soon he here.” 

3^’ather. ( raiunhigf ond^ as I imagined^ ^ihhing his eyesj^ 

‘^Thc devil fetcli tlieni— what do they want witli tlic tailor?” 

Son. ” 1 do 7)ol know, father; hut there are lots of them — 
bailiffs and go'ndarmes, and a commissary with them.” 

Fatiikji. ” Perhaps it is iiotlung at all.” 

Mothf.k. ” Put what can tliey want with the tailor? What 
■can he liave done V 

Pathek. “What can ho Jiavc dmie ? Since he sells cloth, 
he may liave made clothes of Engli.^jh goods.” 

Mother, “lie may have employed foreign goods? You 
make me laugh at you. Do you think he would be appre- 
liended for that ?” 

Father. “ Yes, T think they would apprehend him for that, 
and tlie eoiitinental bloekad<‘.” 

Son. “ Contiiu'nla! blockade ! AVIiat do you mean by that, 
'falluT I Wlint has that to do with the niatl<‘r ?” 

]M<jTiii,k, “Oh yes! Tell us then, what null be the end of 
this; and let us know tlie truth of it all.” 

Father. “The meaning of all this! that perhaps they will 
make the tailor a head shorter.” 

Motufr. “Good God! poor man! 1 atu sure they will 
take liitn away — criminals, like him, are not guilty; and if it 
only depended on me, 1 kno^v 1 would hide them all in my 
chemise.” 

Father. “Do you not know the tailor is a large fellow ? — 
he lias a famous body of his own.” 

AU)THEr. “I^cver mind, 1 would hide him. T wish he 
would come here. Do you remember the deserter?” 

Father. “ Hush, liush ! Here they come.” 

SCFNE THE SECOND. 

ENTER THE COMMISSARY, GENDARMES, AND THEIR 

attendants. 

At this moment the commissary and his staff, having tra- 
versed tlie house from top to bottom, reached the fourth story. 
Commissary. “ Ah ! the door is open, I be^ pardon for 
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disturbing you, but the interest of society demands it Yon 
have a neighbour, a very bad man, a man who would kill either 
father or mother/’ 

■\VjFr. What, Monsieur Vidocq V* 

Commissary. “Yes, madam, Vidocq ; and I charge you, in 
case you or your liusband have given him shelter, to tell nu» 
without delay.’** 

Wife. “ Ah, Monsieur le Commissaire, you may look every- 
where if you please. We give shelter to any oik? who — '' 
Commissary, “Ah, you should beware, for the law is very 
severe in tliis particular. It is a subject on which there is no 
joking! You would subject yourselves to very severe punish- 
ment ; for a man condemned to capital punishment, it would 
be nothing less than ” 

llusnANO ( quicklij), “ We are not afraid of that, Monsieur 
Commissairc.” 

Commissary. “ I believe you, and rely on you. However, 
that I may have nothing to reproach myself with, you will per- 
mit me to make a slight senreii, just a simple formality. (AfJ” 
(Kressin^ his attendants) — (jcnticineii, arc the egresses w'ell 
guarded 

♦ Alter a very minute search of the inner room, the commis- 
sary returned to that in which I was. “ And in this bed,” said 
he, raising the tattered dama.sk curtains, wl/ilst at my feet I 
felt one of the corners of the mattress shake, which they let fall 
carele.ssly, “there is no Vidocq hcfc. Come, he must have 
made himsclt invisible; we must give over our search.” It 
may be imagined that 1 felt overjoyed at these words, which 
removed an enormous wcigl\t from my mind. At length all 
the alguazils retired, the brass-worker’s wife attending them 
with much politeness, and I was Jeft alone with tlie fatlu r and 
son, and a little child, who did not think that I wa.s so near 
them. I heard them pitying me ; but Madame Fosse soou 
ran up tlic staircase, four steps at a time, until .she was quite 
out ol bi'cath, and I still was the theme of conversation. 


SCENE THE THIRD. 

THE HUSBAND, WIFE, AND SON. 

. Wife. *‘Oh my God! my God I how many people there 
Are in the street. Ah I .they say fine things about M. Vidocq | 
Jihey talk much, and all sorts, of things* However, there must 
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be Rome of it true ; never so much smoke without some fire* 
I knew very well that this Monsieur Viilocq was a proud chap 
for a master tailor. His arms were crossed much more fre- 
quently than his legs.*’ 

Husband. ** There you go, like all the rest, with your sup- 
positions ; you are a slanderous woman now. Besides, it is 
no business of ours ; and suppose that it did concern us, oi 
wliat do they accuse him, what do they chatter about ? I am 
not curious.” 

Wife, ‘‘What do they chatter about! 'Why the V{ ry 
ihonglits on’t make me tremble, when they say he is a man 
condf-'inncd to death for having killed a man. 1 wish you 
could hear the little tailor who lives lower down.” 

Husband. “ Oh. ho speaks from a professional jealousy.” 

W'li'E. “And the portercss at No. 27, who speaks of what 
she knows well, says, that she has seen him go out every 
evening with a thick stick, so well disguised that she did not 
know him.” 

Husband. “ The portercss s?iys that ? ” 

W'lrE. “ And that he went to lay wait for the people in the 
Cliamps Klys(5(‘s.” 

Husband. “ Are you growing foolish ? ” 

Wife. “Ah, is that foolish? The cook-shopmnn, per- 
haps, is foolish, when he says that they were all robbers who 
came in, and that he had seen JM. Vidocq with some very 
ill- looking fellows.” 

Husband. “ W ell ! who had ill looks after ” 

AVife. “After all, he is, said the commissary to the 
grocer, a wortliless man ; and worse than that, for he added 
that he was a vile criminal, and justice could not get hold 
of him.” 

Husband. “And you talk nonsense; you believe the 
commissary because he is heating up our quarters; hut I wdll 
never be persuaded that M. A^idooq is a dishonest man. I 
think, oil the other hand, that h^ is a good fellow, a punctual 
man. Besides, whatever he may be, it is no business of ours ; 
lei us meddle with our own affairs, and time wags oxi'Srard 
we must to work ; come, quickly, to work, to work.” 

The sitting was adjourned; father, mother, son, and little 
daughter, all the Fosse fiinily, went awajj% and I remained 
locked up, reflecting on the perfidious insinuations of the 
pol'ke, who, to deprive me of the aid of my neighbours, 
represented me as an infamous villain. 1 have often seen, 
subsequently, this species of tactics employed, the success of 
which is always founded on atrocious calumnies and measures, 
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revolting because unjust; clumsy, because they produce ai 
effect entirely contrary to that which is expected; for those 
persons who would exert themselves personally in the appre- 
hension of a thief, are prevented from fear of struggling with 
a man, whom the feeling of crime and the prospect of a 
scaffold drive probably to despair. 

I had been shut up for two hours ; there was no noise (jither 
in the house or in the street, and the groups had dispersed; I 
was heginning to take courage, when I heard a key thrust into 
the lock, and wliilst 1 again squatted beneath the coverlid, 
the father, mother, son, and daughter Foss^, entered. 

The hither and sou were quarrelling, and by the interference 
of the motiier 1 had no dotibt Imt blows would arise, when, 
throwing aside the talten'd curtains, I made my appearance in 
tlie midst of tlie astonishccl family, it may ljt3 imagined liow 
much the good folks were sai])ri-'ed. Whilst they wi're look- 
ing at me without saying a word, 1 told them as hriiilv as 
possible how 1 had got amongst them; how 1 had conce:tled 
myself uiuh’r llu: mattiess, The husband and w'ifi* were 

astonished that I had not been stilled in my place of (MUieeal- 
ment ; they jiitied me, and with a cordiality not, uncommon 
amongst peo})lc of their class, offered me relrcslmients which 
were necessary aftej so painful a morning. 

It may he supposed that J was on thorns during the progress 
of the whole ali'air ; 1 perspired eo}>iously ; at any (Ulu')’ 

moment I should have been amused ; but wlnm I relleehs* 
on the inevitable results of a discovery, none less th;in tnysidl 
could appreciate the ))nrl<'s()ue of my .situation. 

After the? reeeqnion allorv'ed me by llie Fosse'j family, it wa.s 
probable that I should liavc no reason to nqient of b.'iving 
waited patiently fur results. However, 1 was not. yet fully 
<issurcd ; this family was not well off; and it might happen tliat 
the first impression of kindness and compassion which the 
most perverse persons sometimes evince, wonlcf give place to 
the hope of obtaining some reward by surrendering me to the 
police; and then supposing my hosts to be what is called 

staunch,’* yet an indiscrett expression might betray me. 
Without being endowed with much penetration, Fosse guessed 
the secret of my uneasine?ss, wliich he succeeded in dissipating 
by protestations too sincere to be doubted. 

He undertook to watch over my safcity, and began by dis- 
claiming any return for bis kindness, and then informed me, 
that the police agents bad lixed themselves in the house and 
the adjoining streets, and intended to pay a second visit to ail 
the Ipdgers of the house. On tl^ese statements 1 judged ihal 
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it was imperative on me to get away, for they would doubt* 
lessly this time ransack all the apartments. 

The Foss^ family, like many other of the work-people of 
Paris, used to sup at a wine-shop in the vicinity, where they 
carried their provisions, and it was agreed that 1 should seize 
on that moment to go out wdth them. Till night I had time to 
form my plans, and was first occupied .with thinking how 1 
vshould obtain intelligence of Annette, when Fosse undertook 
this for me. It would have been the height of imprudence to 
have communicated directly with her, and he thus contrived it. 
lie w(‘nt into the Hue dc Grammont, wlicrc he bought a pic, 
into which he introduced the note that follows : — 

“ I am in safety. Bo careful of yours(‘lf, and trust no one. 
Do not atteiul to promises from persons who have neither 
tlie intention nor the power of .serving you. Confine yourself 
to these four words : * I do not know.’ J’lay the fool, which 

will be the best jjroof of your sense. I cannot meet you; hut 
when you go out, always go through the Hue St. Martin and 
t!>e Boulevards. Mind, do not return ; 1 will answer tor all.” 

''j’hc pie, intrusted to a messenger of the Place VenddiiK*, 
and addressed to madaine Vidoecj, fell, as 1 had foreseen, into 
the hand.s of the agents, who allowed it to he delivered, after 
ha\ ing read the des})atch ; and thus 1 attained two ends at once, 
tliat of deceiving them, by pt'isuading them that I was not in 
that (|iiarter, and that of assuring Aniulte that 1 was out of 
danger. I\Iy expedient succt'edt'd, and I was more calm in 
linking prejiarations for niy retreat. Some money, which T had 
sintclu'd from my night-table, served to procure me pantaloons, 
stockings, and shoes, a frock, and a blue cotton cap, intended to 
complete my disguise. When supper-hour came, 1 left the 
room with all the lamily, eanyingon my head, as a precaution, 
a large dish of harrico mutton, the appetizing fumes of which 
sulTicicntly explaini'd the intent of our excursion. My lieart 
did not beat less anxiously when I met, face to face on the 
<*oiid floor, a police- officer, whom I did not at first jicrceive, af 
he was ensconced in a corner. “Put out your candle,” criea 
he abruptly to Fosse. “Why?” replied he, who had only 
taken a light that it might not aw'aken suspicion. “ Go along 
and ask no questions,” said the fellow, blowing out the candle 
himself. I could have hugged him ! In the passage Vfc met 
several of his comrades, who, more polite than he, made way 
for us to pass. At lengtli we got out, and the moment we 
turned the angle of the street, Foss^ took ihexlish from me, 
and we parted. Tlvat I might not attract attention, 1 walked 
Vfry slowly to the Rue dcs Fontaines ; but when once there, I 
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did not amuse myself, as the Germans say, in counting my 
buttons, but directed my sto]>s towards the Boulevard of the 
Temple, and running rapidly, reached the Hue de Bondy, 
without thinking of asking where I w'as. 

However, it w'as not enough to have escaped a first pursuit ; 
for doubtless other searches more active would be instituted. 
It w'as necessary to inklead the police, whose numerous blood- 
hounds, according to custom, would leave all other business, 
and occupy themselves solely in hunting for me. At this 
juncture 1 resolved to make use of those persons for safety 
whom 1 considered as my dem)uncers. TJicsc were the Che- 
valiers, whom I had seen on the previous evening, and wh(» in 
conversation had dropped some of those words whicli make no 
impression at tlie time, but which we refh'ct upon afterwards. 
Convinced that 1 had no terms to keep henceforward with these 
wretched beings, I determined to avenge myself on them, 
w'hilst I compelled them to refund all that I could enlbrce 
from them. It w'as on a tacit understanding that 1 had 
obliged them ; and they had violated the faith of. treaties, even 
against their own interest; they had done wrong; and I 
intended to punish them for having mistaken their own 
interest. 

The road is not far from the Boulevard to the Hue de TEchl- 
quicr, and I fell like a bomb-sheJi on Clievalier’s domicile, 
wdioso surprise at seeing me at liberty con tinned my suspicions. 
He pretended at first an excuse for going out; hut, double- 
locking the door, and putting the key in my pocket, 1 seized 
on a knife lying on the taide, and told my brother-in-law that 
if he uttered a cry it was aB over with him and his family. 
This threat could not fail to produce tlie due efiect : 1 was 
with people who knew me, and who feared the violence of my 
despair. The women were more dead titan alive, and Che- 
valier, petrified and motionless as the stone-vessel on which he 
leant, asked me, with a faint voice, what I wanted from him ? 
“You shall know,** answered I. 

I began by asking for a complete suit of clothes, with which 
I had provided him the month previously, and he gave it to 
me : 1 made him also give me a shirt, boots, and a hat ; all of 
which having been purchased with my means, my demand was 
only for restitution. Chevalier did all this with a stern look, 
and I thought 1 read in his eyes the meditation of some pro- 
ject ; it might be that he intended to let his neighbours know 
by some meams the embarrassment into which my prevsenoe 
threw liim, and prudence demanded that I should insure a 
retreat in case of a nocturnal visit. A window looking on a 
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garden, was closed by two iron bars : I ordered Chevalier to 
take one of them out; and as, in spite of my directions, he 
was exceedingly awkward about it, 1 took the work in hand 
myself, without Ins perceiving that I had laid down the knife 
which had iuvspired him with so much fear* The operation 
ended, I again took up the weapon ; “And now,” said I to 
him and the terrified women, “ you may go to bed.” As for 
me, I was hardly inclined to sleep, and threw myself into a 
chair, where I passed a very agitated night. Ail the vicissi- 
tudes of my life passed in review before me, and 1 did not 
doubt that a curse hung over me: in vain did 1 fly from crime, 
crime came to seek me; and this fatality against which I 
struggled with all the energy ol‘ my character, seemed to de- 
liglit in overturning my plans of conduct, in incessantly plac- 
ing in(' in contact with infamy and imperious necessity. 

At break of day 1 roused Ciievalier, and asked him what 
money he had, and on his replying that he had only a few 
pieces of money, 1 desired liim to take four silver knives and 
forks, which I had given him, to take his permit of residence, 
and to follow me. 1 had no need of him, but it would have 
been dangerous to leave him at home ; for he might have in- 
formed the police, and directed them on my route, before I 
bad concerted my plans. Chevali(‘r oln yc'd, and 1 was not very 
fearful of the women, as 1 took so precious a hostage with me ; 
and as, besides, they did not precisely partake of his feelings. 

1 contented myself on going out by double-locking the door, 
and we reached the Champs Elysccs by the most deserted 
streets of the capital, even in daytime. It was four o’clock in 
the, morning, and we met nobody. 1 carried the knives and 
forks, which I took good care not to trust to my companion, 
as 1 wanted to get oif without inconvenience in case he should 
turn upon me or create a disturbance. Fortunately he was 
very quiet, for I had the terrible knife, and Chevalier, who 
never reasoned, felt persuaded tliat at tlie least motion he 
should make, 1 would stab him to the heart ; and this salutary 
dread, which he felt the more deeply as it was not undeserved, 
kept him in check. 

Wc walked for some time in the environs, and Chevalier, 
who did not foresee how this w'as to end, walked mechanically 
beside me, like one bewildered and idiotic. At eight o'clock 
I made him get into a coach and conducted him to the passage 
of the wood of Boulogne, where he pledged in my presence, 
and under his own name, the four knives and forks, on which 
they lent him a hundred francs. 1 took the sum, and, satisfied 
with having so conveniently recovered in a lump what he bad 



MEMOIRS OF VIBOCQ. 


261 

extorted from me in detail, I got into the coach with him oik^ 
more, which I stopped at the Place do la Concorde. There 
alighted, after having given him this piece of advice — “ Mina, 
and be more circumspect than ever ; if I am arrested, wlioevcr 
is the cause, look to yourself.'* I desired the coachman te 
drive on to Rue dc TEchiquier, Ko. 23 ; and to he sure thrjt 
he took no other direction, 1 remained for a short time on the 
watch ; and then jumping into a cabriolet, I went to the 
clothesman of the Croix- Rouge, who gave me the clothes of a 
workman in exchange for my own. In this new costume I 
walked towards the Esplanade des Invalides, to learn if it were 
possible to purchase a uniform of this establishment. A 
wooden-legged Tuan, whom I questioned, directed me to Rne 
St. Dominique, where, at a broker’s, I should find a complete 
outfit. This broker was, it apju ared, a chattering fellow. “ I 
arn not inquisitive,” said he — (that is the preamble to all im- 
pertinent inquiries) — “You liave all your limbs ; 1 presume 
the uniform is not for yourself.” — “ It is,” said I ; and as he 
testified astonisJunent, 1 added that I was going to act in a 
play. — “ And m wliat piece ? ” — “ In VAmour Filial.” 

The bargain concluded, I immediately set out for Passy, 
where, at the house of a friend, I hastened to effect my me* 
tarnorphose. Jn less than five minutes I was converted into 
the most maimed of invalids ; my arm laid over the hollow of 
the breast, and kept close to my body by a girth and the waist- 
band of my breeches, had entirely disappeared ; sonn? ribands 
introduced into the upper part of one of the sleeves, the end 
of which was hung to a hotton in front, joined a stump admir- 
ably deceptive, and which made the disguise most efficient; a 
dye wliich f used to stain rny air and whiskers black, ])erfeete(l 
my disguise, under w])ieh I was so sure of misleading tlie phy- 
Mognomical knowledge of the observers in the quarter St. 
Martin, that J ventured there that evening. I learnt that the 
police not only still kept possession of my abode, hut were 
making an inventory of the good.s and furniture. By the 
number of officers wliom I saw going and coming, it was easy 
to perceive that the search was prosecuted with a renewal of 
activity very extraordinary at this period, wlien the vigilant 
administration was not too zealous unless it were in cases of 
political arrests. Alarmed at such an appearance of investiga- 
tion, any one hut myself would have judged it prudent to leave 
Paris without delay, at least for a time. It would have been 
best perhaps to allow the storm to blow over ; but I could not 
resolve on forsaking Annette in ihe midst of her troubles, 
cauiod by her attachment to me. At this time she must bavr 
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suffered much ; shut up in the depot of the prefecture, she 
wns placed in solitary confinement for twenty-five days, whence 
she was only taken to be threatened with being left to rot in 
St. Lazarre, if she would not confess tlie place of ij)y retreat. 
But with a dagger at her breast, Annette would not liave be- 
trayed me. It may he judged how deeply I was grieved to 
learn her wretched situation and yet he unable to deliver her. 
As soon as it depended on me, 1 hastened to aid her. A friend 
to whom 1 had lent a few hundred francs, having returned 
them to me, I begged liim to retain a portion of the sum ; and 
full of hope that the term of her detention W'ould soon expire, 
since after all, tliey liad onlj' to reproach her with having lived 
with a fugitive g«Iley-slave, I pn^pared to quit Paris, deter- 
mining, if slie was not set at liberty licfore my departure, that 
1 would let her know, ]>y sonic means, where I had betaken 
myself. 

I lodged in the Hue Tlquetonne, at the house of a currier, 
named Bouliin, who undertook, for a compensation, to get for 
liimself n passport which lie would give to me. ^Ve were ex- 
actly alike*; lie, like me, wras fair, w'itli blue eyes, coloured 
complexion, and, by a singular chance, had on Jiis upper lip a 
slight cieatriee. lie was however shorter than I was, and to 
increase his height so as to reach mine, he put two or three 
packs of cards in his sliofs. Bouhin had recourse to this cx- 
pe'dient; so tliat, although I could use the strange fiiculty I 
liad of reuliK'ing my height four or five inches, at pleasure, the 
passport which he jiroeured did not need that I should have 
recourse to this curtailment of my fair jiroportions. Provided 
w ith this, I was congratulating myself on a resemblance which 
insured my liberty, when Bouhin (after I had been at his 
house eiglit days) confided to me a secret which made me 
tremble. He was a forger of fiilse money, and, to give me a 
sample of his skill, coined in my presence eight five-franc 
])icces, which his wife passed the same day. It may be be- 
lieved that tlie confidence of Bouhin alarmed me. 

At first I argued that actually from one moment to anotlier, 
his passj)ort would become hut a had recommendation in the 
eyes of the gendarmes ; for from the trade he carried on, 
Bouhin must sooner or later he the object of an arrest ; be- 
sides, the money I had given him was but a rash adventure, 
and it must he confessed that 1 had hut a small chance of 
advantage in personating such a character. This was not all; 
considering that this state of suspicion, which in the opinion 
of the judge and of the public is always inseparable from the 
condition of a fugitive galley-slave, was it not likely that if 
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Bouhln were apprehended as a coiner, I should he considered 
as his accomplice? Justice has committed many errors! 
Condemned once, though innocent, who would answer tliat 1 
should not a second time he similarly sentenced ? I’hc crime 
which had been wrongfully imputed to mo, inasmuch as it 
pronounced me a forger, was nominally the same species of 
crime as that which Bouhin liad committed. I saw myself 
sinking beneath a weight of presumptive evidence and appear- 
an(?cs, such asj perhaps, my counsel, ashamed of undertaking 
my defence, would conceive n(3cessary to impel him to tlirow 
me on the pity of my judges. I heard my death-sentenco 
pronounced. JMy fears redoubled when 1 learnt tliat Bouhiii 
had an associate, a doctor, named Terrier, who IVequently 
came to his house. This man liad a most lumging look, and 
it sorrnccl to me that, on only looking at him, all tlie poliee- 
ofheers in the world would have suspected and watched him. 
^Vithout knowing him, I should have thought that in I'ollowiiig 
him it would be impossible not to attain the knowledge of 
some perpetrated or intended crime. In a word, In: was a liirdi 
of ill omen to every place he entend; and persuaded th:»t his 
visits would bring mischief to tlu’ house. I ))ersuaded J^ouhin 
to give up a business so hazardous ns that he fr>llowed ; hut 
the most cogent reasons prevailtal not witli him; all I <a)uUl 
obtain hy dint of entreaty was, tl)at avoid g;iving rise to a 
search which would certainly hetr iv me to the i)olieo, he would 
suspend the making and the passing of money as long as I 
should remain with him ; hut tins promise did not prevent my 
discovering him two days aftcrw’ards liaid <at woik. 'J'lii.s time 
I thought it best to aduress his fellow-labourer, to whom 1 
represented, in the most glaring colours, the dangers whicli 
he ran. I sec,” answered the doetor, “ that you are one of 
those cowaidly fellows of whom there are so great a number. 
Suppose wx* arc detected, what then ? There are many others 
who make their exit at the Place de Grove, and we are not 
there yet ; for fifteen years I have used these ‘chamber gen- 
tlemen* as iny bankers, and nobody has yet doubted me; it 
will do yet. And besides, my friend,” he added, in an ill- 
humoured tone, “ do you meddle with your owm allairs.” 

After the turn which this discussion took, I saw that it 
'^ould be superfluous to continue it, and that 1 should do 
Wisely to be on my guard, feeling still more the necessity of 
ejujtting Paris as speedily as possible. Jt was Tuesday, and I 
purposed starting on the hillowing day; hut having learnt that 
Annette would be set at liberty at the end of the wxek, 1 pro- 
posed deferring my departure until her release, when on Pri- 
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day, about three o’clock in the morning, I heard a light knock 
at the street-door. The nature of the rap, the hour, and cir- 
cumstance, all combined to make me think that they were 
coming to take me,; and saying nothing to Bouhin, I went out 
( on the staircase, and getting to the top, I got hold of the gut- 
ter, and climbing on the roof, hastened to conceal myself 
behind a stack of chimneys. 

My presentiments had not deceived me, and in an instant 
the house was filled with police-agents, who searched every- 
where. Surprised at not finding me, and doubtless informed 
by my clothes, left near my bed, that I had escaped in m^ 
ihirt, which would not allow me to go far, they imagined that 
I could not Iiave escaped by the usual way. For want of cava- 
liers to send in pursuit of me, they sent for some bricklayers, 
who went all over the roof, where I was found and seized, 
without the nature of the place allowing me to olFcr any resist- 
ance, whioli could only have been done at the risk of a most 
])cnlous leap, Fxcept a fi-w culls, whicli the agents bestowed 
on me, my arrest olTered nothing remarkable. Conducted to 
the prefeetuHN 1 was interrogated by M. Henry, who remem- 
bering pertectly the ofler 1 liad made him some months pre- 
\ious1y, promised to do all in his power to case my situation ; 
but still 1 was tak(‘n to the Force, and tljenoc to Bic^tre. to 
await the departure of the next chain of galley-slaves. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 


I*BEGAN tj grow wearied of escapes and the sort of liberty 
they procured for me; I did not wish to return to the Hague ; 
but I preferred a residence at Toulon to that in Haris, if I 
were compelled to submit to such erfiatures as Chevalier, 
Blondy, &c. I was in this mood in the midst of a consider- 
able number of tnese supporters of the galleys, whom 1 had 
had but too many opportunities of knowing, when several of 
them proposed that I should help them in trying for a run 
through the court of the Hons Pauvres. At any otlier litne 
the project would have made me smile. 1 did not decline it ; 
hut I studied it like a man who considered localities, and so as 
to preserve for myself that preponderance which my real suc- 
cesses procured for me, and those which were attrihut('d to 
me — I might say those which I attributed to myself; for as 
soon as we live amongst rogues, tliere is always an advantage 
in passing for the inoet wicked <and tin' most clever; and siieli 
was my well-eslablishcd reputation, wluna^ver there wctc four 
prisoiH'rs at least three had heard of mo;— not at all an (Wtra- 
ordinary tiling, for there were galley-slaves who assumed my 
name. 1 was the general to whom all llic deeds of his soldiers 
is attributed ; tlicy did not cite the places T had taken by as- 
I sault, hut there was no jailor whose vigilance I could not 
1 escape, no irons that 1 could not break through, no wall that I 
I could not penetrate. I was no loss famed for courage and 
skill, and it was the general opinion that I was capable of jui y 
’deed of renown in case of need. At Hrest, at Toulon, at 
Rochefort,’ in fact everywhere, 1 was considered amongst rob- 
bers as the most cunning and most hold. The most villanous 
sought my friendship, because they thought there was still 
something to be learnt from me, and the grt^atest novices col- 
lected my very words as instructions from which they could 
gather profit. At Hic^tre, I had a complete court, and they 
pressed around me, surrounded me, and made tenders of ser- 
vices and kind ofiers, and expressed regards of which it would 
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be difficult to form an idea. But now, this prison glory wa<f 
hateful to me : the more I read the souls of malefactors, the 
more they laid themselves open to me, the more I pitied society 
for linving nourished in its bosom such offspring. I no longer 
felt that sentiment of the community of misfortune which had 
formerly inspired my hreast; cruel experience and a riper age 
had convinced me of the necessity of withdrawing myself from 
tliese brigands, whose society I loathed, and whose language 
was an abomination to me. Decided, at any event, to take 
part against them for the interest of honest men, I wrote to IVl. 
Henry to offer my services afresh, without any other condition 
than that of not being taken back to the Bagnc, resigning my- 
self to finish the duration of my sentence in an}' prison that 
might ])v selected. 

My letter pointed out so fully tiie information I could sup- 
ply, that M. Henry was struck vvitli it: one only consideration 
balanced with him; it was the example of many accused or 
cor.demin‘(l persons, who having engaged to guide the police in 
its seareiu's, had only given but iriiling information, or had 
even fniiv^hed themselves by being detected in criminal deeds. 
To this powerful argument, 1 opposed t)ie cause of my con- 
demnation, the regularity of my conduct after my escapes, tlie 
constancy of my endeavours to procure an lioiiotirahlc exist- 
ence, and finally I produced my corri'sptjndi ucc, my books, my 
punctuality, and credit, and 1 called for the testimony of al* 
persons with whom 1 had transacted business, and particularly 
of my creditors, who had all the greatest confidence in nu\ 

'fhesc facts and documents militated strongly in my favour. 
M. Henry submitted my pro])osal to the prefect of the police, 
M. Ihiscjuier, who decided on granting it. After a residence 
of two months at Biceire, I was removed to the Force; and, 
to avoid suspicion, it was stated amongst the prisoners, tliat I 
w'as kept back in consequence of being implicated in a very 
bad afliur, which was to be inquired into. This precaution, 
joined to my renown, put me entirely in good odour. Not a 
prisoner dared breathe a doubt of the gravity of the charge 
against me. Since 1 had shown so much boldness and perse- 
verance to escape from a sentence of eight years in irons, I 
must of necessity have a conscience charged with some great 
crime, capable, if I should be discovered as the author, of send- 
ing me to the scaflbld. It was then whispered, and at last 
stated openly at La Force, in speaking of me, “ He is a cut- 
throat 1'^ And as, in the place where I was confined, an assas- 
sin inspires great confidence, I took care not to refute an error 
so useful to my plans. 1 was then far from seeing that an im<* 
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])oslure» which I allowed freely to he charged tipon 1UC| would 
he thence perpetuated ; and that one -day, in puhlishing my 
Memoirs, it would be necessary to state that I had never com- 
mitted murder. 

The engagement I had entered into was not so easily ful- 
filled as may be supposed. A multitude of robbers were then 
preying on the capital, and it was impossible to furnish tlie 
slightest indication of the principal of them ; it was only on my 
ancient renown that I could rely for obtaining any information 
of the staff of these Bedouins of our civilization : it availed nu’, 
I will not say beyond, but equal to what I could desire. 

At this period there was in Paris a band of fugitive galley- 
slaves, who daily perpetrated robberies, without any hope being 
entertained of putting a termination to their plunderings. 
Many of them had been apprehenided, and acquitted for want 
of evidence; obstinately entrenched in absence of witnesses, 
they had long braved the attempts of justice, which could nei- 
ther oppose to them the testimony of the commission of crime, 
nor proofs of guilt. To surprise them properly, it would have 
been necessary to know their domicile; and they were so well 
concealed, that discovery seemed impossible. Amongst them 
was one named France (called 'J’ormel), who, on coming to La 
Force, had nothing more urgent than to ask me for ten francs, 
to pay his footing, and I was not inclined to refuse his demand., 
lie soon came to join me, and feeling obliged to me, did not 
hesitate to give me his confidence. At the time of his arrest 
he had concealed two notes of a thousand francs from the po- 
lice, which he gave to me, begging me to advance him money, 
from time to time, as he needed it. “You do not know me,” 
said he, “but these bills ‘?peak for me; I trust them to you, 
because I know they are belter in your hands than in mine ; 
some time or other we will cluaiigc them, wliich now would Ijg 
difficult, and we must wait.” I agreed with France, as be 
wished ; I promised to be his banker, as I risked nothing. 

Apprehended for violent burglary at an umbrella shop in the 
passage Feydeau, France had been often interrogated, and con- 
stantly declared that he had no residence. However, the 
police had learnt that he had an abode ; and it was the more 
interesting to learn it, as it would lead to the discovery of in- 
struments of robbery, as well as a great quantity of stolen 
goods. It was a detection of the highest importance, since it 
would adduce most material proofs. M. Henry told me that 
he relied on me for obtaining this information ; I manoeuvred 
accordingly, and soon learnt that at the time of his arrest, 
France was at the corner of the Rue Montmartin and the Rue 



MEMOIRS OF VIBOCQ. 271 

Notre Dame des Victoircs, in an apartment let by a female 
receiver of stolen goods, named Josephine Bertrand. 

These proofs were positive, but it was difficult to make use 
of the information without betraying iny share in the business 
to France, who, having only confessed to me, could on4y sus- 
pect me of betraying him. 1, however, succeeded; and so 
little did he siuspect that 1 had abused his confidence, that lie 
told me all his troubles, in proportion as the plan which 1 had 
concerted with hi. Henry progressed. Besides, the police were 
to arranged, that they seemed only to be guided by chance, 
and thus were the arrangements made. 

They gained over. to their interest one of the lodgers of the 
house which France had inhabited ; and this lodger told tiie 
landlord, that, for about three weeks, no movement was seen in 
the apartment of madame Bertrand ; and this awakened and 
nffiirdcd a wide field for oonjcciure. It was reincinbered that a 
peu'son went frecjueutly in and out of this apartment; his ab- 
^clliCo was talked of, and it was a matter of astonishment that 
he was not seen : the w'ord disappe<i|:ance was mentioned, and 
t lienee the necessity of the intervention of the commissary; 
then the opening of the door in presence of witnesses ; then the 
discovery of a great quantity of stolen property belonging to 
the neigbhourliood, and many ('f the inslniments made use of 
to consummate these robberies. The next inquiry was, what 
had become of Josephine Bertrand ? and all tlie persons were 
visited to whom she had referred when she hired the apart- 
ments, but nothing could he learnt of this woman ; only that 
a girl, named l.anibert, who had .succeeded her in the apart- 
ment of the Buo Montmartre, had just been apprehended ; 
and as this girl was known as Frajice’s mistress, it was con- 
jectured that these two had a common residoice, France was 
in consequence conducted to the spot, and recognised by the 
neighbours. lie pretended that he had been taken by siir- 
])rise, and that they were mistaken, hut the jury before whom 
he was taken decided otherwise, and he was condemned to the 
galleys for eight years. 

France once convicted, it was easy to follow up the*traces of 
his comrades, two of whom w'ere named Fossard and Legag- 
iieur. They were watched, but the negligence and want of 
address in the officers enabled them to escape the pursuit 
which 1 directed- The former was a man the more dangerous, 
as he was very skilful in making false keys For fifteen 
months he seemed to defy the police, when one day I learnt 
that he resided with a hair-dresser in the Rue du Temple, 
facing the common sewer. To apprehend him from home watt 
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almost impossible, , for he was skilful iu disguises, and could 
detect an officer a hundred paces oft*; on the other hand, it 
would be better to seize him in the midst of his professional 
apparatus, and the produce of his robberies. But the under- 
taking presented obstacles; Fossard never answered when 
they knocked at his door, and it was most likely that lie had a 
means of egress, and facilities for getting over the roofs. It 
appeared to me, that the only mode of seizing him was, to 
profit by his absence and hide in his lodging. M. Henry was 
of my opinion ; and the door being broken open in the pre- 
sence of a commissary, three; agents placed tliemseha s in a 
-closet adjoining a recess. Nearly seventy- two liours elapsed, 
and nobody arrived ; at the end of the tliird day, the oftict'rs 
having exhausted their provisions, were going away, vvlicn tliey 
licard a key turn in the lock, and Fossard entered. Imme- 
diately two of the oiheers, in conforniily with thedr instruc- 
tions, darted from tlie closet and tlirew themselves upon him 
but Fossard, arming himself with a knife which they had left 
on the table, frightened them so, that they iheinselves opened 
the door which tlieir comrade liad closed; and, having turned 
the key upon them, F'ossard (juickly descended the staircase, 
leaving the throe agents all the leisure necessary for drawing 
up a report, in whicli notliing was wanting except the circum- 
stanco of the knife, which tiny weie very cautious in men- 
tioning. 

Before being iient to the Conciergerie, Frniice, who had 
never ceased to think me staunch, reconnuende(i one of his 
friends to me, named T^egagneur, a fugitive galley-slave, ar- 
rested in the Rue do la Mortcllerie, at llie moment wlnm he 
was executing a robbery by the aid of false ke\s ; and this 
man, deprived of all resource in consequence of the departure 
of his coinrade, was thinking of sending for the money which 
Im had deposited with a receiver of stolen goods in tlie Rue 
St. Dominique, at the Gros-Caillou. Annette, who came 
constantly to see me at La Force, and sometimes ably abetted 
rne in my pursuits, was charged wnth the commission ; but 
ifither f;um distrust, or a desire to retain it for liimself, the re- 
ceiver received the messenger very ungraciously ; and as she 
insisted, he threatened her wrlth an arrest. Annette returned 
to tell us that she had failed in her errand. At this information 
Legagneur would have denounced the receiver, hut that w^as 
only the first impulse of anger. Growing more calm, he 
mdged it most fitting to defer his vengeance ; and, moreover, 
to make it turn to his profit. “ If I denounce him,” said ha 
to me, “ not only shall I get notliing by it, hut he may con- 
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trite to appear not at all in fault It will be best to wait until 
I get out, and then I will make him stjueak.” Legagneur, 
having no farther hope from his receiver, determined to write 
to two accomplices, Marguerit and Victor Desbois, renowned 
robbers. Convinced of tins old truism, that small presents 
preserve friendship, in exchange for the aid he asked from tliem, 
‘ he sent them tlie impressions of the locks w'hich lie had taken 
’* for his own private use. Legjigneur again had recourse to the 
mediation of Annette, who found the two friends at the Hue 
Deux- Fonts, on a wretched ground-floor, a place where they 
never met w'ithout taking great previous precaution. It was 
not their residence. Annette, whom 1 had desired to do all in 
her power to learn this, had the .sense not to lose sight of them. 

'■ She followed them for two davs, under different disguises; 
and, on the third, informed me tliat they slept in the small Rue 
St. Jean, in a house with gardens behind. H. Henry, to whom 
1 communicated tliis circumstance, arranged all the necessary 
measures which the nature of the place required ; hut his ofli- 
cers were not more courageous, nor more skilful, than those 
from whom Fossard had escaped. The tw'o robbers saved 
themselves by the gardens, and it was not till sonic time after- 
wards that they were apjireliended in the Kuc St. Hyacinthc 
St. Michel. 

Legagneur having been in his turn conducted to the Con- 
ciergerie, was rcjilaced in my room by the son of a vintner at 
Versailles, named llobin, who, united with the lliicvcs of the 
capital, told me, in our conversations, their arrangements, as 
well concerning all that had been done, as of their present 
stale and intended plans. He it was who pointed out to me 
the prisoner Mard.irgent as a fugitive galley-slave, whilst 
he was only detained in custody as a deserter; for this 
latter crime he had been sentenced tolw'enty-four years’ labour 
at the galleys : he had passed some time in the Bagne ; and 
by the help of my notes and recollections, we w'cre soon excel- 
lent friends: he fancied (and he w'as not mistaken) that 1 
should be delighted to meet again my old companions in mis- 
fortune : he pointed out several amongst tlic prisoners, and I 
was fortunate enough to send back to the galleys, a consider- 
able number of those individuals whom justice, for want of the 
necessary proofs for Isicir conviction, might have let k)Ose 
upon society. 

Never had any period been marked with more important dis.i. 
coveries than that which ushered in my d^ibut in the service of 
the police; although scarcely enrolled in this administration, 

I had already done much for the safety of the capital, and even 

18 
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/ for the whole of France. Were I to relate half my successes 
in my new department, my reader’s patience would be ex- 
hausted; I will simply make mention of an adventure which 
occurred a lew months before I quitted the prison, and which 
deserves to be rescued from the general oblivion. 

. One aflernoon a tumult arose in the court, wliicli terminated 
in a violent pugilistic combat; at tins hour in the day such 
occurrences were very frequent. The two champions were 
Blignon and Charpenticr (cj.jUt'd Chante a I’lieure). A violent 
r 4 nirrel had arisen between thein ; when the action had ceased, 
Ciianle a I’litnirc, covered witl) contusions, ent(*rcd the drink- 
ing-shop to have liis bruises fomented. I was there engaged at 
my game of piquet, (’haute a riieure, irritated with his defeat, 
was no longer master of himself, and as the brandy he had 
called for to uash his hurts, found its way almost unconsciously 
to his mouth instead, he ht canie proporiionahly energetic ; 
until at last his mind could no longer contuiu the angry burst 
of liis feelings. “ good friend,*’ said he to me (“ for you 
ure^ my very good friend), do you vsee how tliis beggar of a 
Blignon has served me? But lie shall not go oil* scot free!” 

^‘Oh, never heed him,” 1 replied; “ lie is stronger than 
and you must miud what you arc about. Do you wish to bo 
half killed a second time?” 

“Oil, that is not what F mean. If I choose, T can put a 
stop to his boating me, or any one else again. 1 know what I 
know ! ” 

“ Well, and what do y(>u know?” cried X, struck by the iono 
in wliicli he ])ronouncf*d ilu'sc last w'ords. 

Yes, yes,” answered Cluude d rheiu'c, highly exasperated; 
” he has done w(dl in driving me to this : 1 have only to blab, 
and his business is settled.” 

Nonsense; bold your longue,” said I, alFecting not to 
believe him: “you are both birds of a feather. When you 
owe any one a spite, you have only to blow at bis head, and he 
would instantly fall.” 

“You think so, do you?” said (Binntc a Tbeure, striking 
the table. “ Suppose I told you that he bad slit a woman’s 
weasand ! ” 

‘‘Not so loud, Chante d Vbeure; not so loud,” said I, 
putting my finger significantly on my lips. “ You know very 
well that at Lorcefee (La Force) walls have ears; and you 
must not turn nose against a comrade.” 

“What do you call turning nose?” replied be, the more 
irritated in proportion as 1 feigned a wish to stop him from 
speaking; “when I tell you that it only depends on me to 
split upon him in another case.” 
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That is all very well/* I replied ; but to bring a man be- 
hre the big wigs, we must have proofs! ** 

“ Proofs ! Does the devil’s child ever want them ? Listen. 
You know the little shopkeeper who lives near the Pont Notre 
Dame ? ” 

‘‘All old procuress, mistress of Chatonnet, and wife of die 
liump-backcd man ? ” 

“The same I V/clJ, three months ago, as Blignon and I 
xvcre blowing a cloud quietly in a boozing ken of the Bue 
Planebe-Mibray, slie came there to us. ‘ There’s swag for 
you, my lads/ said slie, ‘not far ofl^ in tlie Hue de la Somiciie! 
You are boys of nieltle, and I will put you on the lay. An old 
dov.’ager who has heen pocketing lots of blunt, a few days 
since received fifteen or Uventy thousand Ihmcs, in notes or 
gol<] ; she often comes home in the darkfy^ and you must slit 
lu'!' V. !:ui|)i]»c ; and when you have prigired the chink, iling lier 
inio th-' river.’ At fust we did not relish tin? proposition, and 
would not hear of it, as we never caved to commit a murder ; 
but the old liag so pestered us ]>y telling us that she was wcdl- 
fealhered, ami lliat there was no harm in doing for an old 
woman, that we agieed to it. It was settled that the procuress 
Bliould give us notice of tfic precise time ami hour. However, 

1 felt very I don’t-know-hovv-isli about it; because you .sec, 
when you are not used to a job of Uio kiml, you feel queerisii 
a bit. But never mind, all was .setilcd; when next morning, 
at the Quatre-Chemin^es, near Sevres, we met with Voivenel 
and anotlicr pal, Blignon told tlio business to tlicm, at the 
same time stating bis objection to the murder. They there- 
upon proposed to give us a Iinnd if we chose. ‘Agreed/ 
replied Blignon : ‘ wliorc there is enougli for two, there is 
enough for four;’ thus we settled it, and they were to be in 
the rig with us. From that time Voivcnel’s pal never let us 
rest, and wavs impatient for the arrival of the moment. At 
length the old inOther Murder- love told us all was ready. It 
was a thick fog on the night of the thirtieth of December. 
‘Now’s the time I ’ said Blignon. Believe me or not, as you 
like ; hut on the word of a thief I w'onld have hacked out, but 
I could not ; I ^vas drawn on, and dogged the old woman with 
the others; and, in the evening, when, having, as we knew, 
received a considerable sum, she was returning from the house 
of M. Ilousset, a person w'ho let out carriages, in the Alley de 
la Pompe, we did for her. It was Voivenel’s friend who 
Btahbed her, whilst Blignon, having blinded her with his cloak, 
seized her from behind. 1 was the only one who did not dab- 
ble in her blood j hut I saw all, for I was put on the look out: 
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and I then learnt, and saw, and lieard enough to give that 
scoundrel Blignon his passport to the guillotine.*’ 

Chante k Theure then, with an insensibility which exceeds 
belief, detailed to me all the minutest circumstances of this 
murder. I heard this abominable recital to the close, making 
incredible ellbrts to conceal my indignation ; for every word 
which he uttered was of a natuie to make the hair stand on 
end of even the least susceptible person. Wlien the villain 
had finished retiaeing, with a horrible fidelity, the agonies of 
his victim, 1 urged him anew not to i)reak off his friendship 
with Blignon : but at the same lime 1 dexterously threw oil on 
*.he fire f appeared solicitous to extinguish. My plan was to 
lead Chante a I’lieure to make a public confession of the 
horrible revf'laiion to whicli rage and revenge liad spurred Iiiin 
on. I was larther desirous of being enabled to furnish justice 
with those means of Conviction w'bich would he nocessary to 
punish the assassins. Much yet remained in uneertainty ; 
possibly, after all, this aflair w'as mendy the fruits of an over- 
heated brain, and Chante a I’lieure, when no longer under the 
influence of wine and vengeance, might disavow all recollec- 
tion of it. However the business niiglit terminate, 1 lost no 
time in despatching to M. Henry a report, in whicdi 1 explained 
the aflair, as well as the doubts I myself entertained of its 
veracity; he was not long in replying to my communication, 
that the crime I alluded to was hut too true, M. iicnry 
begged I would endoavoiir to procure for liim tlui jirecisc 
account of everything which had preceded and followed this 
murder; and the very next day my plans w'erc laid to obtain 
them. It was difficult to jiroeure the arrest of any of the 
guilty party, without their suspecting the liaiid whi(,*h directed 
the blow; but in this dilenima, as well as in many others in 
which I had been placed, chance came to my assistance. Tlie 
following day I went to awaken Ciiantc a Theure, who still 
suflering from the intemperance of the preceding night, was 
unable to quit his bed; 1 seated myself beside him, and began 
to speak of the state of comjilete intoxication in which 1 iiad 
seen him, as well as of the indiscreet actions he had committed. 
The reproof appeared to astonish him; but when I repeated a 
few words of the conversation we had held together, his sur- 
prise redoubled, and as I had foreseen, he protested tlie 
impossibility of his having used such language ; and whctlier 
he had effectually lost his recollection, or whether he mis- 
trusted me, he tried hard to pemiade me that hejiad not the 
slightest remembrance of what had passed. Whether he at 
this moment spoke the truth, or not, I profited by it to IcU 
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{iim that he had not confined his confidential communications 
.to one alone, but had spoken of all the circumstances of the 
murder in a loud tone, in the presence of several prisoners 
■who were sitting near tlie fire, and had heard all that had 
passed as well as myself. “ What an unlucky fellow 1 am!” 
cried he, with every sign of sincere distress. “ What have I 
done ? What is to be done to extricate myself from the 
situation in which it places me?” — ** Nothing is more sim- 
ple,” said 1; ” if you should be questioned as to the scene of 
yesterday, you can say, ‘ my word, when 1 have taken 

too much drink, 1 say or do anything ; and if 1 liappen to 
have a spite against a man, I do not know what 1 might invent 
about liim.’ ” Chante a I’hcure took all this for genuine 
advice; but on the same morning, a man named Pinson, who 
passed for a great sneak, was eoiidiicted from La I'orce to tin' 
office of tile prefect ; this excliange conhl not have occurred 
more 0 }iportunely for my project, and 1 liastened to aequnint 
Chante a riieure witli it, adding that all the prisoneis believed 
that Ihnsou ivas only removed in the expeelation of his 
making some very important discoveries. 

At this intelligence lie appeared thuiiderstriiek : “Was he 
one of those wlio were jireseiit wlien 1 was talking the otlier 
asked he with strong anxiety. J n-plied that I liad 
md particularly oiiserved ; lie tlieii communicated to me more 
frankly his fears, and I obtained from him fresli particulars, 
whicli, sent off without delay to ^L IL'in'y, enus(‘(l all the 
;u?complices in this murder to fall into the Iiands of justice ; 
the s]io])keep('r and her husband were of the miinher. Tliey 
were all committed to solitary confinement; Llignon and 
Ohaiile a ri.eure in the new building, the others in the infir- 
mary, where tliey remained a very long time. I’lie public 
authorities had inquired into it, and I no hmger troubled 
myself with the afhiir. Nothing material resulted from tlic 
investigation, wliicli Iiad been badly begun from the first, and 
finally the accused were p<irdoned. IVly abode at Bicetre and 
La Koree embraced a point of twenty-one months, during 
which not a single day passed without niy rendering some im- 
portant service. 1 believe 1 might have become a perpetual 
spy, so far was every one from supposing that any connivance 
existed between the agents of the })ublic authority and myselfl 
Even the porters and keepers were in ignorance of the mission 
with which I w^as intrusted. Adored by the thieves, esteemed 
by the most determined bandits, I could alw^ays rely on their 
devotion to me ; they would have been torn to pieces in my 
-service, a proof of which occurred at Bicetre, where Mardar- 
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f ent had several severe battles with some of the prisoners who 
ad dared to assert that 1 had only quitted La Force to serve 
the police. Coco-Lacour and Gorcau, prisoners in the same 
gaol as incorrigible thieves, with no less ardour and generous 
intrepidity undertook iny defence. 

M. Henry did not allow the pr^fet to remain in ignorance of 
the numerous discoveries ellected hy my sagacity. This 
functionary, to whom 1 was represented as a person on whom 
he might depend, consented at last to put an end to my 
detention. Every measure was taken that it might not be 
known that I liad recovered my liberty; they sent to fetch me 
from La Force, and carried me from thence without neglecting 
any of their rigorous precautions. My handcufls were re- 
placed, and 1 ascended the wicker car with tlie j)rivatc under- 
standing that I was to escape on the road, and 1 w^is n(<t slow 
in profiting hy this permis^^ion. The same night niy flight 
was made known, and all the police wer<' in search of me. 
This escape ca\iscd much noise, particularly at J.a Force, 
where my friends celebrated it with rejoicings, drank to my 
health, and tvished me a safe and prosperous journey. 



CHAPTER XXri. 


As the Rccrot ap^ent of jrovcnmicor, I had duties marked out, 
and the kind and respectable M. Henry took upon himself to 
instruet me in their fulfiiment ; for in his Inmds were iiitrusted 
iK'arly the entire safety of the caj)ital : to prevent crimes, 
d'seover mah, ‘factors, and to jrivc theni up to justice, were 
the principal functions confided to me. Ify thieves M. 
Henry was styled the Evil Spirit; and well did he merit 
the surname, for with him, cunning and suavity of manners 
Were so conjoined as seldom to fail in their p\ir])Osc\ 
Among tlic coadjutois of Henry, was ]\L Berlaiix, a 
crosH-examiuer of great merit The proofs of his talent 
may be found in the archives of the court. Next to 
him, 1 have great pleasure in naming M. Parisot, gover- 
nor of the prisons. In a werrd, MM. Henry, Bertaiix, .and 
Parisot, formed a veritahle triumvirate, which was incessantly 
conspiring against the perpetrators of all manner of crimes; to 
extirpate rogues from Paris, and to procure for the inhabit- 
ants of this immense city a perfect security 
iso soon as I was installed in my new ofllco of secret 
agent, I commenced my rounds, in order to t.akc my measures 
well for setting efiectually to work. These journevs, which 
occupied me nearly twenty d<ays, furiiished me w'ith many use- 
ful and important observations, hut as yet I was only pre- 
paring to act, and studying my ground. 

One morning I was hastily summoned to attend the chief 
of the division. The matter in hand was to discover a man 
; named Watrin, accused of hnving fabricated and put in cir- 
culation false money and hank notes. The inspectors of the 
' police had already arrested Watriii, hut, according to custom, 
vhad allowed him to escape. M. Henry g.ivc me every direo- 
kion which he deemed likely to assist me in the search after 
^im ; hut unfortunately he had only gleaned a few simple par- 
ticulars of his usual habits and customary haunts; every place 
he was known to frequent was freely pointed out to me ; bu 
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it was not very likely he would be found in those resorts which 
prudence would call upon him carefully to avoid ; there re- 
mained therefore only a chance of reaching him by some by- 
path. When I learnt that he had left his etfects in a furnished 
house, where he once lodged, on the boulevard of Mont Par- 
; nasse, I took it for granted that, sooner or later, he would 
go there in search of his property ; or at least that he would 
send some person to fetch it from thence; coiisequenlly, I 
directed all rny vigilance to this spot; and after having re- 
connoitred the house, 1 lay in ainhiihh in its vicinity night 
and day, in order to keep a watchful eye upon all comers 
and goers. This w^ent on for nearly a week, wlien, weary 
of not observing anything, 1 deteriniued upon engaging the 
master of the house in my' intere‘<t, and to liirc an apartment 
of him, where 1 accordingly estahlisheU myself with Annette, 

1 certain that my presence could give rise to no snspicion. 1 
; bad occupied this post for about fifteen days, when one even- 
ing, at eleven o'clock, I was informed that Watrin bad just 
come, accomjianied by another ])erson. Owing to a slight 
indisposition, I liad retired to bed earlier than usual ; lii>w- 
ever, at this news 1 rose haslily^ and descended the staircase 
by four stairs at a time; hut whatever diligence I might use, 
I was only just in time to catch VV^’otrin’s companion ; him 
I had no right to detain, hut I made mys-df sure that 1 might, 
by intimidation, obtain farther particulars from liim. 1 there- 
fore seized him. tliri'atened him, and soon drew from him a 
confession, that he was a shoernaker, and tliat Watrin lived 
with him, No. 4, Hue des .Mauvais thir- oas. This was all I 
wanted to know: 1 hail only liml time to slip an old great coat 
over my shirt, and without stojiping to ]>ut on more garments, 

I hurried on to the place thus ]n)inted out to me. J reached 
the house at the very instant that some person was quitting 
it: jiersLiadcd that it was Watrin, 1 attempted to seize him; 
^he escaped from me, and I darted after him up a staircase ; 
but at the moment of grasping him, a violent blow which 
struck my ciiest, drove me down twenty stairs. I sprung for- 
ward again, and that so quickly, that to escape from my 
pursuit he was compelled to return into the house through 
a Kish window. I then knocked loudly at the door, sum- 
moning him to open it without delay. This he refused to 
jdo. I then desired Annetti (who had followed me) to go 
1 in search of the guard, and whilst she was preparing to obey 
me, I counterfeited the noise of a man descending the stairs. 
Watrin, deceived by this feint, was anxious to satisfy him- 
self whether I had actually gone, and softly put his head 
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Dut of window to observe if all was safe. This was exactly 
what I wanted. I made a vigorous dart forwards, and seized 
I him b)' the hair of his head : he grasped me in the same maii- 
J ncr, and a desperate struggle took place; jammed against 
the partition wall which separated ui, he opposed me with 
a determined resistance. Nevertheless, 1 felt that he was 
. growing w^eaker ; 1 collected all my strength for a last effort ; 
1 strained every nerve, and drew him nearly out of the witidow 
through which we were struggling: one more trial and the 
victory w^as mine ; hut in the canicstnoss of my grasp we 
both rolled on the passage floor, on to wliieh I had pulled 
him: to jise, snatch from his hands the shoemaker’s cutting- 
knife with wdiich he had armed himself, to hind him, and lead 
him out of the house, was the work of an instant. 7\ccom' 
panied only by Annette, 1 conducted him to the prefecture, 
where I received the congratulations lirst of M. Jlenry, and 
aih rwards those of the prefect of police, wd )0 bestow'ed on me 
a pecuniary rocompcnce. Watriii was a man of unusual ad- 
dress; he followed a coarse clumsy business, and yet he had 
given liimself up to making counterfeit money, which required 
extreme delicacy of hand. Condemned to death, he obtained 
a reprieve tbe very hour that was destined for his execution ; 
the scaffold was }»ieparcd, he was taken down from it, and the 
lovers of such scenes experienced a disap})ointment. All 
Paris remembers it. A report'iivas in circulation that he was 
about to make some very important discoveries ; but as he 
had nothing to reveal, a few days afterwards he underwent liis 
sentence. 

AVatrin was my first capture, and an important one too ; 
this successful beginning awoke the jealousy of the peace- 
officers, as well as those under my orders; all were exaspernicd 
against me, hut in vain ; they could not forgive me for being 
more successful tlnin themselves. The superiors, on the con- 
trary, were highly pleased with my conduct ; and I redou- 
: bled my zeal to render myself still more worthy their con- 
fidence. 

About this jieriod a vast number of counterfeit five-franc 
pieces had got into general circulation ; several of them 
were shown to me ; whilst examining them, I fancied I could 
discover the workmanship of Bouhin (who had informed 
against me) and of his friend, Dr. Terrier. I resolved to 
satisfy my mind as to the truth of this ; arnl in consequence 
of this determination, I set about watching the steps of these 
two individuals ; but as 1 durst not follow tliem too closely, 
lest they might recognise me, and mistrust my observation, it 
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was difficult for me to obtain the intelligence I wanted* 
Keyertheless, by dint of unwearied perseverance, I arrived at 
the certainty nf my not having mistaken the mattei, and the 
two coiners were arrested in the very act of fabricating their 
base coin ; they were shortly after condemned and executed 
for it. It has been publicly asserted, in consequence cf a 
report set on foot by the inspectors of the police, that Dr. 
Terrier had been led away by me, and that 1 liad in a manHcr 
placed in his hands the instruments of his crime. 

Let the reader remember the reply which this man made 
to me, when, at Bouhin’s house, I sought to persuade him to 
renounce his guilty industry, and he will judge wlietlu r Tci” 
ricr was a man to allow himself to be drawn away. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 


In po populcnis a capital as tliat of Paris, there are usually a 
vast many T)laccs oi InuI resort, at which assemble persons of 
broken I'ortunc and ruiiu ti fame; in order to juilue of them 
niult r my own eye, 1 fn-queuted every house and street of ill- 
i'unn*, sometimes tmder 01 H 3 disguise and sometimes under 
another; assuming indeed ail those rapid changes of dross and 
iKanner which indicated a ptrsoii desirous of concealing him- 
self from the observation of the police, till the rogues and 
thieves whom 1 daily met there llrmly believed me I 0 bo one 
of tiuuuselves ; persuiuled of my being a runaway, they would 
have been cut to pieces In lore 1 should liave been taken : for 
not only liad I acquired their fullest coiiiidcncc, i)uc their 
strongest regard'; and so much did they respect my situation, 
;;s a fwgitivci galiey-slavc, that they would not even propose to 
me to join in any of liieir daring schemes, lest it might com- 
proiniso my safet}\ All however did not exercise this deli- 
cacy, as will bo seen bereafler. Some months had passed since 
i commenced my secret investigations, when chance threw in 
iny way St. (iermaiii, whose visits had so often filled ino with 
eonsternatii'n. lie had witli him a person named Boudin, 
w’liom I had formerly seen as a restaurateur in J^aris, in the 
Rue des Prouvaires, and of whom J knew no more than 
Unit trilling acquaintance which arose from my occasionally 
exchanging my money for his dinners. He however seemed 
easily to recollect me, and, addressing rnc with a bold fami- 
liarity, which my determined coolness seemed unable to sub- 
due, “ Pray,” said he, “ have 1 been guilty of any ofieiice 
towards you, that you seem so resolved upon cutting me i”' — 
” By no means, sir,” replied 1 ; “ but I have been informed 
that you have been in the service of the police.” — ” Oh, oh, 
is that all cried lie, “never mind that, rny boy; suppose 1 
have, what then ? 1 had my reasons j and when I tell you 
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what they were, I am quite sure you will not bear me any ill' 
will for it.” — “ Come, come,” said St Gertt)ain, “ 1 must 
have you good friends ; Boudin is an excellent fellow, and 1 
will answer for his honour, as I would do for my own. Many 
a thing happens in life we should never have dreamt of, and if 
Boudin did accept the situation you mention, it was but to 
save his brother : besides, you must feel satisiied, tliat were 
his principles such as a gentleman ought not to possess, why, 
you would not find him in my company.” 1 was much 
annjsed with this exeilent reasoning, as W'ell as with t}u‘ pledge 
given for Boudin’s good faith: Imwever, I no longd- sought 
to a\ Old the conversation of Boudin. It was natural eiu/ugh 
l\ t St. Germain should relate to me all that had happened 
to him since liis last disappearance, which had given me such 
pleasure. 

After complinicnting mo on my flight, he informed nie that 
after my arrest he had recovered his emjiloymenl, whicli he 
however w^as not fortunate cnougli to lo ep ; he lost it. a 
second time, and had since been compelled to trust to liis 
wits to procun' a subsistence. 1 requested he* would tell me 
! what had become of Blondy and Beluc ? ” Wliai,” said he, 

“the two who slit the waggoner’s tliroat ? Oh, why the 
guillotine settled their business at Beauvais.” AVhen 1 learnt 
that lliese two villains had at length ic:i))ed the just reward 
of their criuu s, I exjierienced hut one regr( t, and that was, 
that the heads of their worthless accompiicos had not fallen 
on the same seatroM. 

After we had sai together long (iiough to empty several 
bottles of wine, we separated. At parting, St. Germain 
having observed tliat i was hut meanly dad, iiujuired wliat I 
was doing, and as J cardessly answered that at present I liad 
no occupation, hv promised to do his best for me, and to push 
my interest the first o])portunity that olfered. 1 suggested 
that, as I very rarely ventured out for fear of being arrested, 
we might not possibly meet again for some time, “^011 can 
see me, whenever yon choose,” said he ; “ I .shall expect that 
■youwdll call on me frequently.” IJjion my promise to do 
so, he gave me his address, without once thinking of asking 
for mine. 

St. Germain was no longer an object of such excessive 
terror as formerly in my eyes; 1 even tlionglit it my interest 
to keep him in sight, for if I applitd myself to scrutinizing 
the actions of suspicious persons, who better than he called 
tor the most vigilant attention ? In a word, I resolved upon 
jpurging society of such a monster. Meanwliile 1 waged a 
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detetmiDecl war with all the crowd of rogues who infested the 
capital. About this time robberies of every species were 
Uimltiplying to a frightful extent: nothing was talked of but 
stolen palisades, out-houses broken open, roofs stripped of 
their lead ; more than twenty reflecting lamps were success- 
ively stolen from the Hue Fontaine au Roi, without the plun- 
derers being detected. For a whole month the inspectors had 
been lying in wait in order to surprise them, and the first 
night of their discontinuing their vigilance the same depreda- 
tions took place. In this state, which appeared like setting 
the police at dc*fiancv% I accepted the task which none seemed 
able to accomplish, and in a vciy short time I was enabled 
to bring the whole hand of these shameless plunderers to 
public justice, which immediately consigned them to the 
galleys. 

hlach day increased the number of my discoveries. Of the 
many i-.lio >ver(‘ committed to prison, there were none who did 
not owe tlieir anest to me, and yet not one of tliem for a 
moment suspected my share in the business. I managed so 
well, that neither within nor without its walls, had the slight- 
est suspicion transpired. The thieves of my acquaintance 
looked upon me as their best friend and true comrade ; the 
others estcenu d themselves happy to have an opportunity of 
initiating me in their secrets, whether from the pleasure of 
conversing with me, or in the hope of henefiling by my 
counsels. It was princi})al1y beyond the harriers that I me^ 
with these mdort unate b(‘ings. One day tliat 1 w’as crossing 
the outer Boulevards, J was accosted by St. Oermain, W'ho was 
still acooinpaiiied by Boudin. They invited me to dinner; I 
accepted the jiroposition, and over a bottle of wine they did 
me the Iionour to propose that I should make a Uiird in an 
intended murder. 

Tlic matter in hand w'as to despatch two old men who lived 
together in the liouse W’Jiich Boudin had formerly occupied in 
the Rue des Prouvaires. Shuddering at tlie confidence placed 
in me by those villains, I yet blessed the invisible hand which 
Had led them to seek my aid. At first I alfccted some scru- 
ples at entering into the plot, but at last feigned to yield to 
their lively and pressing solicitations, and it was agreed that 
we should wait the favourable moment for putting into execu- 
tion this most execrable project. This resolution taken, I 
bade farewell to St. German and bis companion, and (decided 
upon preventing the meditated crime) hastened to carry a 
report of the affair to M. Henry, who sent me without loss of 
time to obtain more ample details of the discovery I had just 
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made to him. His intontinu was to satisfy himself whether 
I had been really solicited to take part in it, or whether, from 
a mistaken devotion to the cause of justice, I had endea- 
voured to instigate those unhappy men to an act which would 
render them amenable to it I protested that 1 liad adopted 
no such expedient, and as he discovered marks f>f trutli in 
my manner and declaration, he expressed liiinself satisfied. 
Ho did not, however, omit to impress on me the following 
discoTirsc upon insligathig agents, wljich penetrated my very 
heart Ah, why was it uotTdso heard hy those wretches, who 
since the revolution have made so many victims ! The re- 
newed era of h'gitimaey would not then in some circnin- 
stanecs have recalled the bloody days of another epoch. Jle- 
memher well,” said M. Henry to me, in eonclusion, ^‘re- 
meniher that tlie greatest scourge of society is he who urges 
another on to tlie commission of evil. 'Where there arc no 
instigators to had ])ractic<s, they aia* committed ojdy hy the 
really hardeiu'd ; because they alone are cnpal)lc of conceiving 
and executing them. Weak heijigs niay he drawn away and 
excited : to precipitate them into the abyss, it fiaajucntly re- 
quires no more tliau to call to your aid tljoir passions or self- 
love ; hut he v/ho avedls himsfdt'of thtdr weakness to procure 
their destruction, is nion* tlian a mov,5;tr‘r — he is the guilty 
one, and it is on his head tinat the sword of justice should 
fall. As to those engaged in the poliet', tliey had better re- 
fnain for ever idle, than create m-'.tter for ('m])loynient” 

Altlimig]^ this le. son was not recpiired in niy case, yet 1 
thanked M. Henry for it, who enjoined me not; to lose sight 
of tin? two assassins, and to use every means in my power to 
prevent their arriving at the eomjdetion of their diaholical 
plan. ‘'The police,” said Itc, “is instituted ns much to cor- 
rect and punish malefactors, as to prevent their eotnmitting 
crimes ; hut on every oeeasion I would wish it to be under- 
stood, dial wo hold ourselves under greater obligations to that 
person who ])revents one crime, than to him who procures the 
punishment of many.” Conformably with these instructions, 

I did not allow a single day to pass without seeing St. Ger- 
main and Ins friend liondin. As the blow they meditated was 
to procure them a considerable quantity of gold, I concluded 
that T might, without overacting my part, affect a degree of 
impatience about it. “ Wcdl,” said I to them, every time we 
met, “and when is this famous affair to take place?” — 

“ When ! ” replied St. Germain, “ the fruit is not yet ripe ; 
when the right time comes,” added he, pointing to Boudin, 
my friend there will let you know.” Already had several 
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meetings taken place, and yet nothing was decidedly arranged ; 
once more I hazarded the usual question. “ Ah 1 ah !’^ said 
St. Germain, “ iny good friend, now 1 can satisfy your natural 
curiosity ; we have fixed upon to-morrow evening, and only 
waited for you to deliberate upon tlie best way df going to 
work.'* The meeting was fixed a little way out of Paris, f 
was punctual to the time and place, nor did St. Germain keep 
me waiting. “ Hark ye,” said he, “ we have reflected upon 
tljis aiTair, and find that it cannot be put into execution for 
the present. We have, however, another to propose to you ; 
and I warn yon, you must say at once, without any equivoca- 
tion, ‘yes’ or ‘ no.’ Before w'c enter upon the object of my 
coming hither, it is but fair 1 should let you into a little con- 
i'idcntial story respecting yourself, which w'as told to me by 
one Carre, who knew you at La Force. The tail runs, that'; 
you only escaped its walls upon condition of serving tlie police ' 
as its secret agent !” 

At the words “ secret agent,” a feeling almost approaching 
to suflbcation stoic over me, but 1 quickly rallied upon per- 
<‘eiving that, liowcver true the repoit might be, it had obtained 
Init III tie faith with St. Germain, who was evidently waiting 
for my explanation or denial of it, without once suspecting 
its reality. My cver-read}'^ genius quickly flew to my aid, and 
w’ithout hesitation I rcjdied, “ tliat 1 was not much surprised 
at the charge, and fir the simple reason that 1 myself had 
Deen the first to set the rumour afloat.” St. Germain stared 
with wonder. “ My good fellow,” said 1, “you arc well aware 
that I managed to escape from the jiolice whilst they were 
transferring me from La Force to Bicetre. Well ! I ivciit to 
Baris and stayed tliere till 1 could go elsewhere. One must 
live, }ou know, how and where one can. Unfortunately, I am 
still compelled to ])lgy at hide and seek, and it is only by as- 
suming a variety of disguises that 1 dare venture abroad, to 
look about and just see what my old friends are doing ; but 
in .spite of all my precautions, X live in constant dread of 
many individuahs, whose keen eye quickly penetrated my as- 
sumption of other names and habits than my own ; and who, 
having formerly been upon terms of familiarity with me, 
Jiestered me w’ith questions 1 had no other means of shaking 
off, than by insinuating that I was in the pay of the police ; 
and thus 1 obtained the double advantage of evading in my 
character of ‘ spy,' both their suspicions and ill-will, should 
they feel disposed to exercise it in the procuring my arrest.” 

“ Enough — enough,” interrupted St. Germain ; “ 1 believt 
you ; and, to convince you of the unbroken confidenoe 1 place 
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in you, I will let you into the secret of our plans for to-night; 
— At 'the corner of the Rue d*PZnghein, where it joins the Hue 
Hautville, lives a banker, whose house looks out upon a very 
extensive garden; a circumstance greatly in favour both of 
our expedition and our escape after its completion. This 
same hanker is now absent, and the cash-box, in which is a 
considerable sum in specie, besides hank notes, ^^'c., is only 
guarded by two persons. — AVelJ, you can guess the rest. Wc 
mean to make it t)ur own, by the law of possession, this very 
evening. Three of us are hound by oath to do the job, which 
will turn out so profitably. But Ave want another: and now 
tliat you have cleared your character and given scandal the 
lie, you shall make the fourth. Come, no refusal ; — we reckon 
on yonr company and assistance, and if you refuse you are a 
regular set-down sneak. 

1 was as eager in accepting the invitation, as St. Germain 
could possibly he in giving it: both Boudin and himself 
seemed much pleased with my' zeal. Who iny remaining co- 
adjutor was I knew not, hut iny surmises on the subject were 
soon settled by tlit‘ arrival of a man, a }>errecl stranger to my- 
self, rained Deheniie. lie was the driver of a ca))riolet, the 
tiitliei of a large family, and a man, who, more from weak 
tlian bad princi])les, had allowed himself to he seduced by 
the tenijitations of his guilty companions. Whilst a mixed 
conversation was going on between them, my thoughts weie 
busily at work upon the best method of causing them to he taken 
in the very act they l ere then discussing. What Avas my 
eonsiernation to hear St. Germain, at the moment we all rose 
to pay our score, address us in these Avords : — 

ily friends, when a man runs liis neck into the compass 
of a halter, it beiuive.s Imn to keep a sharp look out. We have 
this day decided upon playing a dangerous, hut as I take it, a 
sure game ; and in order that the chance may be in our favour, 
I have determined upon the folloAving measure, which I thinly 
you will all a])proA e. About midiiiglit, all four of us will ob- 
tain access iiit« the liouse in question. Boudin and my.self 
will undertake to manage the inside work, whilst you two re- 
main in the garden, ready to second us in case of surprise. 
This undertaking, if successful, will furnish us with the means 
of living at our ease for some time; but it concerns our mu- 
tual safety, that we should not quit each other till the hour for 
putting our plan into execution.” 

This ftnale wliieh I feigned not to hear, Avas repeated a 
second time, and filled me with a thousand fears that 1 might 
not he able to withdraw myself from the aifair, as I had in- 
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ecfided. Wliat was to be done? St. Gennain was a man of 
uncommon daring, eager for money, and alwnyvS ready to jmr- 
chase it either with liis own blood or that of otlicrs ; however, 
as yet it was but ten o’clock in the morning ; I hoped that, 

^ during the long interval between that hour and midnight, some 
I opportunity would present itself of dexterously stealing away 
and giving information to the police. Meanwhile, I made not 
tiu* sligiilest objeetion to the proposition of St. Germain, which 
was indeed the best pledge we could .separately have of tin* 
good hiith of the Olliers. When he perceived that we were all 
agreed, St. G(*rinain, who, by his energy, his talents for plot- 
ting and carrying his schemes into execution, wa.s the real 
bead of the conspiracy, expressed his satisfaction, and added 
farther — “This unanimity^ is what I like; .'4nd I be^g to say, 
that, for myself, ] will leave notliing undoi.e t(» merit the con- 
tinuance ol\sc» flattering a consent to my wi«>he.s and opinions.'* 
It was agreed tliat we sliouid take a liacknoy-coach, and 
ju'occod together to his liouso, situated in the Hue St. Antoine* 
Arrived there, we ascended into his chamber, where he w'as to 
keep us under lock and key until the instant of departure. 
Gonfined between fmir walls, in dose converse with these roh- 
hers, I knew not what saint to invoke, and what pretext to 
invent, to elTect iny escape. St. Germain would have bloivn 
out my brains at tlie least suspicion; and how to act or what 
was to be done, I knew not. My only }dan was to resign my- 
self to the event, he it wliat it might; and this determination 
taken, 1 alleeted to busy myself with the preparatives for our 
crime, the very sight of which redoubled my perjdexity and 
liorror. Pistols were laid on the table, in order to have the 
rliarges drawn and to he properly reloaded. Whilst they luj- 
derwent a strict scrutiny, St. Germain remarked a pair wdiich 
st’cmcd to him no lunger able “to do the state any service;” 
he laid them aside — “ Here,” said he, “ those ‘toothless bark- 
ers' will never do; whilst tlie rest of you arc loading and 
priming your batteries, I will get tlicsc dianged for others 
more likely to aid our purpose. As he was preparing to quit 
the room, 1 bade him remember that, according to our con- 
tract, none of us could quit the place without being accom- 
panied by a second. “ Ilight — quite right, ’* replied he; “I 
like people not only to make, but to keep engagements ; so 
come witli me/’ — “But,” said I, “these other two gentle- 
men ? ” — “ Oh ! ” laughed St. Germain, “ they shall be kept out 
of harm's way till our return;” so saying, he very coolly 
double-locked the door upon them, and then taking me by in« 
•mi, led me to a shop from which he generally supplied him* 

19 
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self witli what ne required for his various expeditions, ITpoif 
{ the present occasion he purchased soTne balls, powder, 

' exchanged the old pistols for new ones, and then declaring his 
: business completed, returned with me to his house. On en- 
tering I felt a fresh thrill of horror, from perceiving how ear- 
! nestly and yet calmly the wretch Boudin was occupied in 
sharpening two largo dinner-knives on a hone; — the sight 
froze my blood, and I turned away in disgust. 

Meanwhile the time was passing away; one o’clock struck, 
and no expedient of safety had yet presented itself. I yawned 
and stretched, feigning ^veariness, and going into an apartment 
adjoining the one in which we had assembled, threw myself on 
a bed, as if in search of repose ; after a few instants, I appeared 
still more fidgetty with this indolence, and I could perceive 
that the others were not less so than myself. “ Suppose we 
have a glass of something to cheer us,” cried St. Germain. 
** An excellent idea ! ” I replied, almost leaping for joy at the 
unexpected opening it seemed likely to afford my scheme; 

a most capital thought — and by way of helping it, if you can 
manage to send to my house, you may have a glass of Bur- 
gundy, such as cannot he met with every day.” All declared 
the thought a most seasonable relief to the ennui which was 
beginning to have hold of them, now that all their work of 
preparation was at an end; and St. Germain without farther 
delay despatched his porter to Annette, who was requested to 
bring the promised treat herself. It was agreed that nothing 
relative to our plan should be uttered before her; and whilst 
my three companions were indulging in rough jokes upon the 
unexpected pleasure thus offered them, I carelessly resumed my 
place on the bed, and w hilst there traced with a pencil these few 
; lines — ** ‘When you leave this place, disguise yourself ; and do 
< not for an instant lose sight of myself, St. Germain, or Boudin, 
Be careful to avoid all observation ; and, above all, he sure to 
pick up anything I may let fall, and to convey it as directed.** 
Short as was this hurried instruction, it was, I knew, sufficient 
for Annette, who had frequently received similar directions, 

^ and I felt quite assured that she would comprehend it in its 
fullest sense. It was not long before she joined us, bringing 
witli her the basket of wine. Her appearance was the signal 
for mirth and gaiety. She was complimented by all ; and at 
for myself, under the semblance of thanking her for her ready 
attendance with an embrace, 1 managed to slip the billet into 
her hand : she understood me, took leave of the company, and 
left me far happier than I had felt an hour before. 

We made a hearty dinner, after which I suggested the iden 
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of goin^ alone with St. Germain to reconnoitre tlie $oene of 
action, in order to be provided with tlic means of “guarding 
against any accident As this seemed merely the counsel of a 
' prudent man, it excited no suspicion; the only diifere nee in 
his opinion and mine was, that I proposed taking a hackney- 
coach, whilst he judged it better to walk. When we reached 
the part he considered most favourable for scaling, he pointed 
it out to me ; and 1 took care to observe it so well, that I could 
easily describe" it to another, without fear of any mistake aris- 
ing. This done, St. Germain recollected tliat wc had all better 
cover our faces with black crape, and we proceeded towards 
the Palais Royal, for the purpose of buying some ; and whilst 
he was in a shop, examining the dilFerent sorts, I managed to 
scrawl hastily on paper every particular and direction which 
might enable the police to interfere and prevent the crime. 
St. Germain, whose vigilance never relaxed, and who had as 
much as possible kept bis eye upon me with calm scrutiny, 
conducted me to a public-house, where we refreshed ourselves 
with some beer : quitting this place, we walked again home- 
wards, without my having been enabled to dispose of the billet 
I had written; when, just as we were re-entering his odious 
den of crimes, my eye caught sight of Annette, who, disguised 
in a manner that would have iScclually deceived every other 
but myself, was on the watch for our return. Convinced that 
she had recognised me, I managed to drop rny paper as 1 
crossed the threshold ; and relieved, in a great measure, of 
many of my former apprehensions, I committed myself to my 
fate. As the terrible hour for tlic fuliilment of our scheme 
approaclied, I became a prey to a thousand terrors. Spite of 
the warning I liad sent through Annette, the police migiit be 
tardy in obeying its directions, and might perhaps arrive too 
late to prevent the consummation of the crime. Should I at 
once avow myself, and in my real character, arrest St. Germain 
and his accomplices ? Alas ! what could I do against three 
powerful men, rendered furious by revenge and desperation? 
And besides, had I even succeeded in my attempt, whq could 
say that I might be believed, when I denied all participacion 
with them, except such as was to farther the ends of justice. 

. Instances rose to my recollection, where, under similar cir- 
i cumstances, the police had abandoned its agents, or, confound- 
ing them with the guilty wretches with whom they had min- 
gled, refused to acknovs ledge their innocence. 1 was in all 
the agony of such reflections, when St. Germain roused me, 
by desiring I would accompany Debenne, whose cabriolet was 
destined lo receive the expected Ucasure of money-bags, and 
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was for that purpose to be stationed at the corner of the street 
j We went out together, and, as I looked around me, 1 again 
> met the eye of my faithful Annette, whose glance satisfied me 
that all iny commissions had been attended to. Just then, 
Debeniie inquired of me the place of rendezvous. 1 know not 
what good genius suggested to me thciidca of saving this un- 
happy creature. I had observed that he was not wicked at 
heart, and that he seemed rather drawn towards tlie abyss of 
guilt by want and bad advice, than by any natural inclination 
’for crime. I hastily assigned to him h post, away from the 
spot wliich had been agreed on ; and, happy in having saved 
him from the snare, rejoined St. Germain and Boudin at the 
I angli of the boulevard St. Denis. It was now about hal '‘-past 
j ten, and I gave them t<’ indcrstand that the cabrioh't would 
\ require some time in getting ready ; tliat I had given orders 
to Debenne, that he should take his station in the corner of 
tlic .Hue du J'aiibourg Poissonniere, ready to hasten to us at 
the slightest signal. 1 observed to them, that the sight of a 
cabriolet too n<?ar to the place of onr labours might awaketi 
suspicion ; and tliey agreed in thinking iny precautions wisely 
taken, 

j Eleven o’clock struck — we took a glass together in the 
I fanxhourg St. Denis, and then directed our steps towards the 
‘ banker’s habitation. The traiu^uillity of Boudin and his in- 
famous associate, had something in it almost fieud-like; they 
walked coolly along, each with his pipe in his mouth, whioh 
w'as only removed to hum over some loose song. 

At last we arrived at itie part of the garden wall it had he(‘n 
'.determined to scale, by n'.eans of a large post, which would 
serve as a ladder. St. Germain demanded my pistols ; — my 
heait began to beat violently, for 1 iully expected that, having 
by some ill chance penetrated my real share in tlie affair, he 
Tiicant that I should answer for it with my life ; resistance 
w'ould liave been useless, and I put them into his hands ; but, 
to my extreme relief, he merely opened the pan, clianged the 
t priming, and returned them to me. After having performed 
1 a similar operation on his own pistols and those of Boudin, he 
^ set the example of climbing the post ; Boudin followed ; and 
both of them without interrupting their smoking, sprung into 
: the garden : it became my turn to follow them ; trembling, I 
reached the top of the wall ; all my former appreheiisions 
crowded hack upon me. Had the police yet had time to lay 
th.eir ambuscade? Might not St. Germain have preceded 
them? These and a thousand similar questions agitated my 
mind. My feelings >vere, however# wrought up to so high a 
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pitch, that, in the midst of such a moment of cruel suspenses, 
I determined on one measure, namely, to prevent the commis- 
sion of the crime, though 1 sank in the unequal struggle. 
However, St. Germain, seeing me still sitting astride on the 
top of the wall, ai»d becoming impatient at my delay, cried out, 

Come, come down with you.’*» Scarcely had he said the 
words, than he was vigorously attacked by a number of meiu 
Boudin and himself offered a desperate resistance. A brisk 
! firing commenced — the balls whistled — and, after a combat of 
■ some minutes, the two assassins were seized, though not before 
several of the police had been wounded. St. Germain and his 
companion were likewise much hurt. For myself, as 1 took 
no part in the engagement, I was not likely to come to any 
harm : nevertheless, that I might sustain my part to tlie end, 
I fell on the held of battle, as though I had been mortally 
wounded. The next instant 1 was wrapped in a covering, and 
in this manner conveyed to a room where Boudin and St. 
Germain were ; the latter appeared deeply touched at my 
death ; he shed tears, and it was necessary to employ force 
to remove him from what he believed to he my corpse. 

St. Germain was a man of about live feet eight inches high, 
with strongly developed muscles, au enormous head, and very 
small eyes, half closed, like those of an owl ; his face, deeply 
marked with tlie small-pox, was extremely plain ; and yet, 
from the quickness and vivacity of his ex])ression, he. was by 
many persons considered pleasing. In describing iiis features, 
a strong resemblance would suggest itself to those of the hyena 
and the wolf, particularly if the attention were directed to liis 
( immensely wide jaws, furnished vvitli large projecting fangs ; 

I Ills very organization partook of tlie animal instinct common 
Uo beasts of prey; he was passionately fond of hunting; the 
sight of blood exhilirate'd him : his other passions were gain- 
I ing, women, and good eating and drinking. As he had ac- 
quired the air and manners of good society, he expressed him- 
! self when he #11080 w-ith ease and fluency, and was almost 
always fashionably and elegantly dressed; he might be styled 
a “ well-bred thief.” When his interest required it, no person 
could better assume the pleasant mildness of an amiable man ; 
at other times lie was abrupt and brutal. His comrade Boudin 
Iwas diminutive in stature, scarcely reaching five feet two 
I inches; thin, with a livid complexion; his eyes dark and 
■.piercing, and deeply sunk in his head. The habit of wielding 
jfthe carving-knife, and of cutting up meat, had rendered liim 
' ferocious. He was bpw-leggcd ; a deformity I have observed 
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umong several systematic assassins, as well a*- among many 
ipther individuals distinguished by their crimes. 

1 cannot remember any event of my life whi 'h afforded nid 
jjnore real satisfaction tlian the taking of these two villains. I 
j applauded myself for having delivered society from two inon* 
■sters, at the same time that 1 esteemed myseif fortunate in 
having saved Debennc from the late which would have befallen 
him, liad be been taken with them. However, the share ol 
self-satisfaction produced by the feeling of having been instru- 
mental in rescuing a fellow-creature from destruction, was but 
a slight compensation for the misery I experienced at being 
in a manner compelled by the stern duties of the post I filled, 
cither to send a fresh succession of victims to ascend the 
scaffold, or to mount it myself. The quality of “ secret agent’* 
preserved, it is true, my libertj^ and shielded me from the 
dangers to which, as a fugitive galley-slave, I was formerly 
exposed ; true, I was no longer subjected to the many terrors 
which had once agitated me : but still I was not pardoned ; and 
until that happy event took place the liberty I enjoyed was but 
precarious possession, which the caprice of my employers 
<couid deprive me of at any moment. Again, I was not in- 
sensible to the general odium attached to the department I 
filled. Still, rev^dtiiig as were its lunctioiis to my own choice 
and mind, it w'as '« necessary evil, and one from which there 
was no escape. I vherefore strove to reconcile myself to it by 
arguments such as :hcKo: — Was J not daily occupied in en- 
.deavouring to ])romoi'’ the welfare of society? Was I not 
espousing the part of Ur good and uptight against the bad and 
vicious ? And should I by these ste])s draw down upon me 
the contempt of mankind ? I went about dragging guilt from 
its liidden recesses, and unmasking its many sebeni^'s of blood 
and murder: and si’.ouid 1 for this Ijc pohiled out with tlie 
•linger of scorn and liatrcd ? Attacking thieves, even on the very 
theatre of tlieir crimes, wTcsting from them tlie weapons with 
wliich thc\v had armed themsedves, I boldly dared their venge- 
ance ; and did 1 for this merit to be despised ? My reason 
became convinced ; and my mind, satisfied with the upright 
motives which guided me, regained its calmness and self-com- 
mand ; and thus armed, 1 felt that 1 liad courage to dare the 
ingrfilitudc and obloquy of an unjust opinion respecting me 
and my occupation. 
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The thieves, who bad experienced a temporary panic at tiia 
many arrests which ha*’ successively fallen, with unexpected 
vengeance, on many of viieir party, were not long in reappear- 
ing more numerous and more audacious than ever. Amongst 
jtheir number were several fugitive galley-slaves, who, having 
'perfected in the Bagnes a very dangerous sort of trade and 
ready invention, had come to exercise it in Paris, where they 
soon rendered themselves dreaded by all parties. The police, 
exasperated at their boldness, resolved upon putting an end to 
4heir career. I was accordingly commanded to seek them out ; 
and fartlier orders were given to me, to arrange a plan of ac- 
tion willi tlic peace officers, by which they might be at hand 
wlicnrver 1 doomed it likely they could eilect the capture of 
any of these ruffians. It may be easily guessed how difficult 
my task must he : however, I lost no time in visiting every 
place of ill-fame, both in the metropolis and its environs. In 
a very few days 1 had gained the knowledge of all the dens of 
vice where 1 might he likely to meet with these wretches. 
The harrier de la Courtille, those of the Combat and de 
Menilmontant, were the places of most favourite resort; they 
were, in a manner, their head- quarters, and woe to the agent 
who had shown himself there, no matter for what reason ; lie 
would assuredly have had his brains beaten out. The gen- 
darmes were equally in dread of this well-known and formid- 
able association, and carefully abstained from approaching it. 
For iny own part, I felt less timidity, and ventured without 
hesitation into the midst of this herd of miserable beings. I 
frequented their society ; 1 became to outward semblance one 
of themselves ; and soon gained the advantage of being treated 
with so much confidence as to be admitted to their nocturnal 
meetings, where they openly discussed the crimes they had 
committed, as well as those they meditated. I managed to 
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•kiifully, that I easily drew from them the particulars of their 
own abode, or that of the females with whom they cohabited, 
I may go still farther, and assert, tliat so boundless was the 
confidence with which I inspired them, that had any one of 
their members dared to ex]>ress the shadow of a suspicion re- 
specting me, he would h;tve been punished on the spot. Ii*. 
this manner I obtained every requisite information ; so that, 
when I had once indicated any fit object for arrest, his con- 
viction and condemnation became matters of course. My 
researches, “ intra muros/* wrere not less successful. T fre- 
quented every tennis-court in the environs of the Palais- 
Koyal, the Hotel d’Anglctcrre, the boulevards of the Temple, 
and in fact the whole city. Not a day passed in whicli 1 did 
not effect some important discovery. Nothing escaped mej 
either relating to crimes which had been committed, or were 
in contemplation, I was in all places ; I knew all that was 
passing or projecting ; and never were the poHce idly or un- 
profitahly employed when s(‘t to work upon my suggestions. 

M, Henry openly expressed his surprise as well as satisfac- 
tion at my zeal and success ; it was not so with many of the 
peace-officers and suh-agents of police, for, little accustomed 
to tlie hard duty and constant watchfulness my plans induced, 
they openly murmured. Some of them, in their anxiety to he 
rid of the irksonu ness of my direction, were cowardly enough 
to betray the secret of the disguise under favour of which I 
had so skilfully manamvred. 'J'his imprudent act drew down 
upon them severe reprimands, without having the cifect of 
making them more circum.spect, or more devoted to tlie public 
good. 

It will be readily understood, that associating as 1 con- 
stantly did wu'th tlu; vilest and most abandoned, 1 must, as a 
matter of course, be repeatedly invited to join in their acts of 
criminal violence ; tliis I never refused at the moment of ask- 
ing, but alw'ays formed sojne plea for failing to attend the 
rendezvous for such purposes. These men of crimes W'ere 
generally so absorbed in tlieir villanous machinations, that 
the most flimsy excuse passed current with them : I may even 
any, that frequently it did Jiot require the trouble of an excuse 
to deceive them. Once arrested, they never troubled them- 
selves to find out by what means it had been effected ; and 
had tlicy even been more awake, my measures were laid too 
ably for them to have arrived at the cliance of suspecting me 
a ? the author of it : indeed, I have often been accosted by. 
some of ihi^ gang to communicate the sorrowful tidings of the 
appreheiision of one of their number, as well as to beg 
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iny advice and assistance in endeavouring to procure hia. 
release. 

Nothing is more easy, when once on good terms with u 
!jthief, than to obtain a knowledge of the persons to whom he 
'.disposes of his stolen property. Perhaps the recital of tbe 
means 1 adopted to rid Paris of one of these dangerous cha- 
racters, may not he uninteresting to the reader. 

For many years the police had liad its eye upon him, but as 
yet liad not been able to detect him in any positive act of dc- 
; lincjiuncy- Ills house had undergone repeated searches with- 
: out any elllct resulting from the most diligent inquiry ; no- 
thing of the most trifling nature could be found to rise in 
; evidence against him. Nevertheless, he was known to traffic 
witli the thievos ; and many of them who were far from sus- 
pecting iny connexion with the police, pointed liim out to me 
as a staunch friend, and a man on whom they could depend. 
These assertions respecting him were not sufficient to effect his 
conviction ; it would be rtHpnsite to seize him with tlie stolen 
articles in bis possessino. M. Henry had tried every scheme 
to accomplish this ; but vvbether from stupidity on the part of 
the agents employed by him, or the superior address of the 
receiver of stolen property, all his plans had failed, lie was 
, desirous of trying whetlier I should he more successful. I 
willingly undertook, the office, and arranged my ]>lans in the 
following manner. Poste<l near the house of the suspected 
dealer in stolen property, I watched for his going out, and fol- 
lowing him, w'hen he had gone a few steps down the street ad- 
dressed him by a different name to his own. lie assuBcd me 
I was mistaken; 1 protested to the contrary : he insisted upon 
it I was deceived, and I affected to be equally salislied of his 
identity, tleclaring my perfect recognition of his person as that 
of a man who for some lime had been sought after by the po- 
lice throughout Paris and its eiwirons. “ You are grossly 
mistaken,” replied lie warmly. ”My name is so and so, and I 
live in such a street.” “Come, come, friend,” *said J, “ex- 
cuses are useless. 1 know' you too well to part with you so 
easily.” — “This is toonuK’h,” cried he; “but at the next po- 
lice-station I shall possibly be able to meet with those who 
can convince yon that 1 know my own name better than y..ii 
seem to do.” This was exactly the point at which I wished to 
arrive. “ Agreed,” said I ; and wc bent our steps towards tlic 
neighbouring guard-house. We entered, and I requested he 
wmuld show me his papers : he had none about him. 1 then 
insisted upon his being searched, and on his person were found 
three watches and twenty- five double Napoloons. which I 
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caused to be laid aside till he should he examined before a 
magistrate. These things had been wrapped in a handkerchief, 
tvhich 1 contrived to secure ; and after having disguised myself 
w a messenger, I liastened to the house of this receiver of 
1 stolen goods, and demanded to speak with his wife. She, of 
course, had no idea of my business, or knowledge of my per- 
•on ; and seeing several persons besides herself present, 1 sig- 
nified to her that my business being of a private nature, it was 
important that 1 should speak to her alone; and in token of 
my claims to her confidence, produced the liandkerclucf, and 
inquired whether she recognised it? Although still ignorant 
of the cause of my visit, her countenance became troubled, and 
her whole person whs much agitated as she begged me to let 
her iiear my business. “ I am concerned,” replied I, to be 
the bearer of unpleasant news ; but the fact is, your liusband 
has just been arrested, everything found on his person has 
been seized, and from some words which he happened to over- 
hear, he suspects he has been betr.ayed ; he therefore wishes 
you to remove out of the house certain things you are aware 
would he dangerous to his safety if found on the premises ; if 
you please I will lend you a helping hand, hut 1 must forewarn 
jou that you have not one moment to lose.” 

The information was of the first importance; the sight of 
tlie handkerchief, and the description of the ohjoets it had 
served to envelope, removed from her mind every doubt as to 
the truth of the message I had brought her, and she easily fell 
into the snare J had laid to entrap her. She thanked njo for 
the trouble I had taken, and begged I w ould go and engage 
three hackney-coaches, and return to her with as little delay as 
possible. I left the house to execute my commission ; but on 
the road I slopped to give one of my people instructions to 
keep the coac-ies in sight, and to seize them, with their con- 
tents, directly 1 should give the signal. Tin? vclucles drew up 
to tile door, and upon re-entering the house, I found tilings in 
a high state 'of preparation for removing. Tlie floor was 
strewed with articles of every description ; time-pieces, cande- 
labra, Etruscan vases, cloths, cachemires, linen, muslins, &c. 
All these things liad been taken from a closet, the entrance to 
w.ach was cleverly concealed by a large press, so skilfully con- 
trived that the most practised eye could not have discovered 
the deception. I assisted in the removal, and when it was 
completed, the press having been carefully replaced, the woman 
begged of me to accompany her, which I did, and no sooner 
WHS she in , one of the coaches, riiady to start, than I suddenly 
pulled up the window, and at this previously concerted signal, 
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ire were immediately surrounded by the police. The husband 
and wife were tried at the assizes, and, as may be easily con- 
ceived, were overwhelmed beneath the weight of an accusation, 
in support of which there existed a formidable mass of con- 
victing testimony. 

Some persons may perhaps blame the expedient to which I 
had recourse, in order to free Paris from a receiver of stolen 
property, who had been for a long time a positive nuisance to 
the capital. Whether it he approved of or not, I have at least 
the consciousness of having done my duty ; besides, when we 
wish to overreach scoundrels who are at open war with society, 
every stratagem is allowable by which to clTect their convic- 
tion, except endeavouring to provoke the commission of 
crime. 



CHAPTER XXV. 


Nearly about the same time in whioli, the event mentioned 
in the last chapter occurred, a gang had formed itself in the 
Faii])ourg St. Germain, which was, more particularly, the 
scene of its exploits. It was composed of individuals wlio 
acted under the guidance of a captain named Gucuvive, alias 
Constantin, shortened hy abbreviation into Antin ; for the 
iame custom exists amongst thieves as amongst bullies, spies, 
and informers, of being called only by the last syllable of the 
Christian name, Gueuvivc, or Antin, was a fencing master, 
who after having served as bully to the lowest prostitutes, and 
for the humblest wages, was comph ting in his present charac- 
ter the many vicissitudes of his ill-spent life. It was well 
known that ho was capable of any action, however had, and 
although murder had aever been proved against him, yet few 
doubted his willingness to shed blood, if by so doing he could 
reap the most trilling advantage. His mistress luid betii mur- 
dered in the Champs Elyse^*.s, and suspicions were strongly 
directed against him as the author of the crime. However 
this may be, Gucuvive was a man of enterprising character, ex- 
treme boldness, and possessed of the most unblnsl)ing eflron- 
tery ; at least, this was the estimate formed of him by his 
companions, amongst whom he enjoyed a more than common 
celebrity. 

For some time the attention of the police had t>een directed 
to this man and his associates, but without being enabled to 
secure any of them, although each day teemed with fresh ac- 
counts of their continued attacks upon the property of the 
citizens of Paris. At length it was seriously resolved to put 
an end to the misdeeds of these plunderers, and I received, in 
consequence, orders to go in search of them, and to ende*- 
n»ux to take them in the very fact I accordingly providt?d 



MEMOIRS or VIDOCQ. 


301 


s myself with a siutable disguise, and that very evcuing opened 
' the campaign in the Faubourg St. Germain, frequenting every 
■ place of ill-fame in it. About midnight, T went to the liouse 
of a person named Boucher, in the Rue Neuve Guillemain, 
wljcrc I took a glass of brandy with some common girls ; and 
whilst sitting with them, I hoard the name of Constantin pro- 
nounced at the ta])le adjoining mine. T at first imagined he 
; was present ; but upon cautiously questioning one of the girls, 
she assured me he was not ; although, added she, “ he seldom 
fails being here every day to meet his numtTous friends.” 
From the tone in which she spoke I fancied I could perceive 
that she was perfectly conversant with the habits of these 
gentry, and in the hope of drawing fartlier particulars from 
her, J invited her to sup with me. The offer was accepted, 
and by tlie time T had well plied her with liquor, she gave me 
the information I required, and with the more readiness, as 
from my dress, actions, and expressions, she had set me doum 
in her own mind as one of the light-fingered brethren. "VVe 
passed a part of the night together, and 1 did not quit her till 
she had fully explained to me the different haunts of Gueuvive. 

The next day, at twelve o’clock, I repaired to the liouse of 
Boucher, where I again met my companion of the preceding 
night. I had scarcely entered when she saw me, and immo- 
diat(dy addressing me, cried, “Now is y(»ar time if you wish 
to speak with Gueuvive — he is here and she pointed to an 
individual of from twenty-eight to thirty years of age, neatly 
, dressed, although hut in his waistcoat; he was about five feet 
six inches high, extremely good-look fug, fine black hair and 
whiskers, regular teeth, in fact precisely as he had been de- 
scribed to me; without hesitation I addressed him, requesting 
lie would oblige me with a little tobacco from his box. He 
examined me from head to foot, and inquired “ if I had served 
in the army.*' I replied that I liad been in an hussar regi- 
ment, and soon over a glass of good drink we fell into a deep 
conversation upon military affairs.' 

Time passed whilst we were thus engaged, and dinner waa 
talked of ; Gueuvive declared that I should make one in a 
party he had been arranging, and that my company would 
afford him much pleasure. It was not very probable 1 should 
refuse : I accepted his invitation without farther ceremony ; 
and we went away together to the Barri^re du Maine, where 
four of his frienffs were awaiting his arrival. We immediately 
»at down to the dinner- table, and as I was a stranger to all, 
the conversation was very guarded. However, a few cant 
words which occasionally escaped them, soon served to cou* 
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\inee in« that aU mezohera of thi« charujing aociaty were 
crtKkmtn (thieves)* 

They were all very euwous to hear what I did for my living, 
and 1 soon fudged a tale which satisfied them, and induced 
them not only to suppose I came from the country, but like- 
wise that I was a thief on the look-out for a job. I did not 
explicitly state these particulars, but afibeting certain pecu- 
liarities which betray the profession, I allowed them to per- 
ceive that I had great reasons for wishing to conceal my 
person. 

The wine was not spared, and so well did it loosen every 
tongue, that before tlie close of the repast, I had leanicd the 
abode of Queuvive, as well as that of his worthy coadjutor, 
Joubert, and '£he names of many of their comrades. At the 
moment of our separating I hinted tliat I did not exactly 
know where I should procure a bed, and Joubert immediately 
< fibred to give me a night’s lodging with him, and conducted 
me to the ttue St. Jaques, where he occupied a back room on 
the second floor ; there I shared with him the bed of his mis- 
tress, the girl Cornevin. 

We conversed together for some time, and before we fell 
asleep, Joubert overwhelmed me with questions ; his object 
was to sift out my present mwle of existence, what papers I 
had about me, &c. His cui'iosity appeared insatiable, and in 
order to satisfy it, I contrived either by a positive falsehood, 
or an equivocation, to lead him to suppose me a brother thief. 
At last, as if he havl guessed my meaning, he exclaimed, 
“ Come, do not beat about the bush any longer ; I see how it 
is, you know you arc a prig.” I feigned not to understand 
these words ; he repeat^ them ; and I, affecting to take 
offence, assured him that he was greatly mistaken, and that if 
he indulged in similar jokes, I should be compelled to with- 
draw from his company. Joubert was silenced, and nothing 
farther was said till the next day at ten o’clocl^ when Gueu- 
Tive came to awaken us. 

It was agreed that we should go and dine at La Gkeidre. 
On the road Gueuvive took me aside and said, ” llark’ye, I 
•ee you are a good fellow, and 1 am willing to do you a ser- 
vice if I can ; do not he ao reserved th<en, but tell ipe who and 
what you are.” Some hint I had purposely thrown out having 
indneed him to hellevo that 1 had escaped from the B^ne at 
Toulon, he reeonunended me to observe a cautious prudence 
with my oompaniemi, ** for though they are the host creatures 
Kving/* said he, ** yet they are rather Ibnd of ohaUeriug*”'’^ 
**Oh,** xe|died I, ^ 1 shall ke^ a sharp look out» X ptome 
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you ; besides, Paris will tievftr do for me, I must be off ; there 
are too many sneaking informers about for me to be safe in 
it*'— That’s true,** added he, “ but if you can keep Vidoeq 
from guessing at your business, you are safe enough with me» 
who can smell those beggars as easily as a crow scents pow- 
der.” — “ Well,” said I, ” 1 cannot boast of so much penetra- 
tion, yet I think, too, that from the frequent description I 
have heard of this Vidoeq, his features are so well engraved in 
my recollection, that I should pretty soon recognise him, if I 
came unexpectedly in his way.” — “ God bless you !” cried he, 
* it is easy to perceive you are a str.%ngcr to the vagabond : 
just imagine now, that he is never to he seen twice in the 
same dress ; that he is in the morning perhaps just such an- 
other looking person as you ; well, the next hour so altered, 
that Ids own brother could not recognise 1dm, and by the 
evening, I defy any man to remember ever having seen 1dm 
before. Only yesterday, 1 met him disguised in a manner 
that would have deceived any eye but mine, but he must be a 
deep hand if he gets over me ; 1 know' these sneaks at the 
first glance, and if my friends were as knowing as myself, his 
business would have been done long ago.” — ” Nonsense,” 
cried J ; “ everybody says the same thing of him, and yet you 
see there is no getting rid of him.” — ” You are right,” replied 
he, ” but to prove that I can act as well as talk, if you will 
lend me a helping hand, this very evening we will waylay him 
at Ids door, and I warrant we’ll settle the job, so as to keep 
him from giving any of us farther uneasiness.*’ 

t felt curious to learn whether lie really was acquainted with 
my residence, and promised readily to join his scheme, and 
according!}', about the dusk of the evening, we each tied up in 
handkerchiefs a number of heavy ten-sous pieces, in order to 
administer to this scamp of a Vidoeq a few effectual blows the 
moment he should issue from his house. Having fastened 
the money in a hard knot at the corner of our handkerchiefs, 
we set out , and Constantin, who seemed just in the humour 
for the task he had undertaken, led the way to the Rue Neuve 
St Frangois, and stopped before a house, No. exact 

abode. I could not conceive how lie had procured my address, 
and must confess the circumstance gave me great uneasinees, 
whilst it redoubled my wonder, that being so well acquainted 
with my dwelling, he should appear to have so little know- 
.ledge of my person. We kq>t watch for several hours, bul; 
Vidoeq, as may be well imagined, did not make his appear- 
ance ; Constant in was highly enraged at this disappointmefit* 
** We must give it up for to-night,” said he at length, ” btit 
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the first time I meet the rascal, hy heavens he shai. pay 
doubly fbr keeping me waiting now.” 

At midnight we retired, putting off the execution of our pro- 
ject till the ensuing night. It was amusing enough to see me 
thus assisting in la^ying an ambuscade for myself to he caught 
in. The readiness with which 1 embarked in Ihp scheme 
quite won the good- will of Constantin, who from this moment 
^ rated me with the greatest confidence; he even invited me 
t'i make one in a projected plan for robbing a house in the Hue 
C i ;<ctte. I agreed to join the part}', but declared that I 
lie, her could nor would venture out in the night, witiioiit first 
going home for the ne •C.'-sary papm's which would serve me in 
case of our scheme failing, and our getting into the hands of 
the police, “ In that case,” replied In?, “you may as well 
just keep watch for us, whilst we do tlie job.” At length the 
robbery took place, and as the night was excessively darb, 
(kmstantin and liis coinjiaiiions wishing to hurry faster tlian 
the absence of all liglit permitted them, liad the lioldiiess to 
take down a lamp from before a door, and to cany it before 
them. l'})on their return home, this watcbliglit was j)laeed In 
the middle of the room, whilst they seated tliemsclves around 
it to txamine and divide their booty; in llie midst of tlieir 
«?xuitation at the ricii ri'suHs of their expedition, a siid(bn 
knocking was luard at tlie door: llc' robbers, vsur}>rised and 
alarmed, looked at each other in silent dread. Tliis was a 
surprise for which thev' w<*re indolUed to me. Again th'' 
knocking was beard. Constantin tben liy a sign commanding 
silciiee, said in a whispt'r, ” ’Tis the poliee ; i am sure of it.” 
Amidst the confusion oc(o'sioued by these words, and (lie 
increased knocking at tlie gate, 1 contrived, unobserved, to 
crawl under a bed, where I had scarcely concealed myself 
wlicii till? door was burst o|>en, and a swarm of inspectors and 
other officers of the police entered the room. A general search 
itook place, even the bed where the mistress of Joubert slept 
did not escape : tlicy struck their sticks both over and under 
khe bed which served as my hiding-place without discovering 
jtmc, but that, of course, 1 was prepared for. 

The commisBioiicv of the police drew up a proc.es-verbal, an 
inventory of the stolen property, and it was packed off with 
the five thieves to the prefecture. This operation completed, 
I quitted my hiding-place, and found myself alone with the 
girl Coriievin, who was all astonishment at my good fortune, 
the reason of which she was far from suspecting. She urged 
me to remain where I was. “ What are you thinking of ?” 
«aid I. ** Suppose the police return! No, no; let me get 
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away now the coast is clear, and I promise to join you at 
rEstrapade,” I sought my own house to procure the repose 
1 so greatly needed, and at the hour agreed on, went to fulfil 
iny appointment with Cornevin, who was expecting me. It 
was on her 1 depended to piocure a complete list of all the 
friends and associates of Joubert and Constantin ; and as I 
stood rather high in her good graces, she soon furnished me 
with the desired information ; so tliat in less than a fortnight, 
thanks to an auxiliary I contrived to introduce amongst the 
gang, I succeeded in causing them to be arrested in the very 
' commission of their crimes. There were eighteen in all, who, 
with Constantin, were condemned to the galleys. 

At the moment when the chain to which they belonged w’as 
about to set out, Constantin having perceived me, became 
perfectly fuiious, and broke out into the most violent iinpre- 
(‘atioiis and invectives ; hut, without fueling any offence at 
his gross and vulgar appellations, 1 contented invscdf with 
approaching him and saying coolly, “ tlint it was very sur- 
prising h(»w a mail like him. who knew Vidocq, and could 
boast ol tlu' precious faculty of ‘ snn iling out an as 

far olV as a crow scents powder/ should hre- e ailow'ed nimself 
to ht- ,1'Mie in that manner.'* This was a knoek-down blow to 
(’oin^itantin ; he could make no reply, hut with an air uf sulleu 
confusion, turned away from me and 
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CHAPTER XXVL 


1 WAS not the only secret agent of the police of safety; a Jew 
named Gaffre was my coadjutor; he had been employed before 
me by the police, but fis our principles did not agree., we did 
not long go on with harmony together. 

G afire w'as the only secret agent with a salary. I was no 
sooner united with him than he tried to get rid of me ; 1 pre- 
tended not to see through his intdition, and if he eontemp- 
lat&d my destruction, I resolved on my side, to defeat liis 
plans. 1 had a dangerous game to phiy : Galir^ wa;> wily as a 
i snake. When I knew him he was called the high-piicst of 
> thieves. lie had begun at eight year.s of age, at eightoeji 
he was whipped and marked on the place du Yicux-iViarche. 
at llouen. His motner, who was ndstress of the famous 
Plambard, chief of the police in that city, had endeavoured 
to save him: but although one of the hancisoinest Jewesses 
of her time, the magistrates would grant nothing to her 
charms: Gafirt^ was too culpable; Venus in person could not 
have prevailed upon his judges. He was banished. How'ovcr, 
he did not quit France, and when the revolution hurst fortli, 
he was not slow in assuming the old course of his exploits in 
a band of chauffeurs, amongst whom he figured under the 
name of Caille. 

Like the majority of his confederates, GafTre had completed 
his education in the prisons, and then lie had become a uni- 
versal genius, that is to say, there was no species of prigging 
in which he was not fully expert Contrary to custom, he 
adopted no special or particular line of conduct ; lie was es- 
sentially the man of the moment; nothing came amiss to him 
from ciitihig a weasandf lo drawing a wipe (assassinatioii to 
pockct-pickiiig). This general aptitude, this variety of con- 
trivance, had enabled him to amass a small sum. He liad, as 
they say, nhot in the locker ^ and could live without working ; 
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but people of Gaffr6’s profession arc industrious, and although 
he was liberally paid by the police, he kept on adding to his 
accumulations the produce of some unlawful exactions, which 
; did not prevent him from being much considered in his 
quarter, when, with his acolyte Franefort, another Jew, he had 
been named captain of the national guard. 

GaflV^ was afraid that I should supplant him, but the old 
fox was not cunning enough to hide his apprehensions; I 
w^atched him, and was not slow in discovering that he was 
manoeuvring to get me into a snare. I appeared to be blindly 
led by him, and he chuckled internally at his anticipated 
victory ; when, wishing to catch me in a plot which 1 saw 
'ithrough, he was himself taken in the net, and in the end 
ehut up for oiglit months in tlie depot. 

I never allowed Gallre to surmise that J had suspected 
treachery, and he continued to dissemble the hatred which 
he boro towards me, and tliat so well, that wc were appa* 
rcntly the best friends in the world. I was on the same terms 
with many robbers who were secret agents, and with whom 
I liad associated during my detention. These latter detested 
ine heartily, and although we kept smiliftg countenances 
towards eacli other, they battered themselves that tliey should 
pay me off some day. Goupil, tlic Saint George of pngi- 
' iism, was amongst those who afforded me their friendship, 
and, ccmstantly attached to my person, filled the oHlcc of 
tempter ; but he was not more fortunate nor more adroit than 
Gaffrt'. Compere, Manigant, Corvet, Boutliey, Leloutre, also 
tried to catch me tripping : hut 1 was invulnerable, thanks to 
the advice of M. Henry. 

Gaffre having recovered his liberty, did not renounce Iiis 
design of ruining me. With Manigant and Compare he plot- 
ted to get me condemned ; b\it, persuaded that having once 
defeated him he would not leave me, hut return to the charge 
with vigour, I was incessantly on my guard. I awaited him 
firmly, when one day that a religious solemnity had attracted 
a vast crowd to Saint lloch, he announced to me that he had 
orders to attend there w'ith me. ** I shall take Compere and 
Manigant with us,” he added, as wt learn that at this mo- 
ment there are many strange robbers in Paris, and they will 
point out to us all they know.” “ Take whom you please,” I 
, answered, and we set out When we reached our destination, 
there was a considerable crowd ; the service we were upon did 
not require that we should all unite at one point Manigant 
and Gaffr6 went first • Suddenly, in the place thejiwrere, I re- 
marked an old man, who, by being pressed against a pillw» 
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did not know where to put his head ; he did not cry out, from 
) respect to the sacred place, but his whole person was disar* 
N. ranged and his wig knocked awry : he lost his footing ; his 
i hat, which fell off, and which hp anxiously followed with his 
eyes, was rolled from place to* place, sometimes from and 
sometimes towards him. “ Gentlemen, I beseech you, I beg 
of you,*’ were the only words which he pronounced in a most 
piteous tone ; and, holding iii one hand a gold-headed cane and 
in the other his snuff-box and pocket-handkerchief, he shook 
his hands in the air, as if he would have reached the ceiling 
;with them. I found he had lost his watch, hut what could I 
do? I ■/^as too far distant from the old geutlcriiau ; besides, 
:my advice would be too late ; and then Gaffre, was ho not ?lso 
a witness of the scene? and although ho said nothing, lie 
doubtless had some motive for it. 1 adopted the wisest plan, 
and was silent to sec what would ensue, and during the space 
of two hours, the duration of the ceremony, 1 had an oppor- 
tunity of observing five or six of these conceited squeezes, 
and saw Gafir6 and Maiiigant always in tliein. The latter, 
who has since u^^dergone a confinement of twelve years in the 
Bagne at Brest, was at this period the most expert pick-pocket 
in the capital ; lie excelled in extracting the money from a 
(person’s pocket and transferring it into his own; with him the 
;transmutation of metals was reduced to a simple displacing, 
Which he effected with incredible talent. 

The short stay in the church of St. Koch was not parti- 
cularly productive ; however, without including the old man’s 
watch, he had stolen two purses and some other articIOsS of 
value. 

After the ceremony had terminated, we w'ent to dine at a 
coffee-house ; the worthies paid the expenses, and nothing was 
spared ; we drank deeply, and at the dessert they confided to 
me what I could not fail to have known. At first they only 
mentioned the purses, in which they found a hundred and 
seventy-five francs in hard cash. The hill paid, there re- 
mained a surplus of one hundred francs, of which they handed 
me over twenty as my portion, counselling me to be silent 
and discreet. As money has no name, I thought there was 
no reason for a refusal. 

The party appeared enchanted at having thus initiated me, 
and two flasks of Beaune were emptied to celebrate the occa- 
sion. No mention was made of the watch, nor did I allude 
to it ; not only that I might appear ignorant of it, hut I was 
also all eyes and ears, and was not slow in learning that it was 
in Gaflir^’s possession 1 then began to assiune the appear- 
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ance of a drunken man, and shamming a call of necessity, I 
desired the waiter to lead me where I wished to go. He 
conducted me out, and when alone I wrote with a pencil this 
note : — 

“ G afire and Manigant have just stolen a watch in the 
church of Saint Roch ; in an hour, unless they change theii 
intention, they will cross the market of St. Jean. Gaffre car- 
ries the spoil,” . 

’ I hastily descended, and whilst GaftVe and his confederate 
thought me engaged up five pair of stairs, I got into the 
street and despatched a messenger to M. Henry. I went 
hack again without loss of time, and my abtence had not 
been of long duration. When I entered I was out of breath, 
anci as red as a turkey cock. They asked me if I felt 
heftcr ! 

“Yes, a great deal,” I stammered out, and falling nearly 
under the table. 

Steady, hoys, steady,” said Manigant. 

“ He sees double,” observed GaflVe. 

“ lie is done up,” added Compare, “quite done up, but the 
air will revive him.” 

( Thf'v gave mo some sugar and water. “ Go to I cried 

i out. “ WiiHt! water for me, water for me !” 

“ Yes, it will do you good.” 

“ Do you think so ?” 

I extended iny liand, hut instead of seizing the glass I upset 
and broke it. I then played a fe^ silly drunken tricks, which 
amused the party, and when 1 judged that Af. Henry had 
received my despatch, and taken measures accordingly, I in- 
sensibly came to myself. 

On going out, I saw wdth pleasure that our route was not 
changed. We went towards tire market of St. Jean, and there 
s^v a file of soldiers. When I saw them sitting at the door, I 
did not doubt hut that they were there in consequence of my 
message, and the less so as I observed Menager the inspector 
following us. When w'e passed they approached us, and, taking 
us politely by the arm, invited us to enter the guard-house. 
Gaffre could not imagine what this meant, but supposed the 
soldiers were in error. lie wished to argue the point. They 
desired him to obey, and lie was compelled quietly to submit. 
They began with me, hut found nothing ; when they came to 
Gafirt ’s turn he was not at all easy. At length the fatal watch 
was prcduced from hi«i fob: he was a little disconcerted, but 
at the moment of his examination, and particularly when he 
heard the commissary say, “Write: a watch set with brilliants** 
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he turned pale and looked at me. Had he any suspicion of 
what had passed ? 1 do not think so, for he was convinced that 
I did not know of the robbery ©f the watch ; and, besides, he 
was sure tliat^ if I had known it, as I had not left them, I could 
jnot have turned nose^ 

Gaffr6, on being questioned, pretended that he bad bought 
the watch ; they were persuaded that this was a lie, but the person 
who was robbed not being present to claim ius property, it was 
not possible to condemn it He was, however, confined for <i 
time in Bicelrc, and then sent under snrvclUancc. to Tours, 
.whence at a later period he returned to Paris. This villain died 
'tljcre'hj 1822 . 

At liiia period, the police had so little confidence in their 
agents, that there was no kind of expedient to which they had 
not recourse to prove them. One dayOoupilwas let loose 
• upon me, and came with a singular proposal. 

You know Franeuis, the publican,” said he to me. 

^‘Yes, and what of that?” 

*‘lf you will help me, w'c will draw a tooth or two from 
him 

” How V’ 

“Why he haS very frequently addressed the prefecture, to 
obtain permission to keep open house during part of the night, 
which request has always been denit'd ; and I have given him 
to understand that it only depends upon you to procure wliat 
he is so anxious to ha^'c.'" 

You are wrong, for I can do nothing.” 

“You can do nothing I very true, certainly I Oh you can 
do nothing, but you can buoy him up with the hope that you 
can do it.” 

“That is true, hut wherein would he the benefit to him ?” 

“ Say the benefit to us. Franffois, if well managed, would 
lUed well. He is already told that you are the man who is 
*all in all* in the administration; he has a good opinion 
of you, and so no doubt he will tip freely on the first requi- 
sition.” 

“Do you think he will part with the hhmi 

“ I am sure, my boy, he will shell out six hundred francs 
as easily as a penny; we shall handle the ready, that is 
tile main thing, and we can afterwards leave him to his re- 
flections.” 

“ Well, but he will be enraged.** 

“Never mind, let him do his worst; but give yourself no 
iKOUble, I will provide for all. No black and white work 
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j (writing) mind | you know the proverb, * Writings are men, 
j words but women.’ ” 

> “ True as gospel ; no receipt for cash in hand, and yet we 

; can safely pocket.’* 

Certainly, he who sows should reap : and no labour no 
proiit. Meanwhile 1 will go and see how the land lies, and 
sound the old boy.” 

Goupii tlien took my hand, and, shaking it heartily, added, 

I am now going straight to Ftanpois, I will tell him you will 
call ill the evening ; I shall fix the hour for eight o’clock, but 
do you not come till eleven, because (as you must say) you will 
have been delayed ; at midnight we shall be told to go out, you 
must appear to comply with this formality, and Fraiijjois will 
seize the opportunity of urging his request. You are a man 
of* experience, and know how to play your cards. Farewell for 
the present.*' 

“Adieu,” I replied and we separated. Scarcely, how- 
ever, had we turned our backs ou each other than Goupii 
rcturii(?d. 

“ Oh I” said he, “ you know that very frequently the fcatlicrs 
are more valuable than the bird; 1 want a pluck at the ibathers, 

otherwise ” and he assuiUfed a peculiar attitude, open- 

ing his enormous mouth, holding liis hands about six inches 
from the ground, as if he was about to scrape the pavement, 
and completing the menace by drawing back his body and ad- 
vancing his legs, in which the mobility of his feet were not the 
least comical part of his attitude. 

“ All’s right,” said I to Goupii, “you shall not^wallow me. 
We will divide, — it is a bargain.” 

“ Ou the word of a thief.” 

“Yes, make yourself easy.” 

Goupii immediately took the road to the Courtille, where lie 
very frequently went, and I that of the prefecture of police, 
wiieii 1 informed M. Henry of the proposal made to me, “1 
hope,” said he, “ that you will not lend yourself to the plot.” 
I protested that I was not at all inclined to do so, and ho 
evinced his pleasure at my free communication. “Now,” he 
added, “ I will give you a proof of the interest that 1 take in 
you and he arose to reach from his chest a packet of papers, 
which he opened. “You see it is full, and they are all 
reports against you : they are in abundance, but yet 1 em- 
ploy you, because I do not believe one word of what they 
say.” 

Gaifr^ and Goupii having failed in their plans for my do- 
itruction. Cor vet resolved to try his success in the same way. 
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One morning, when I was in want of some particular informa- 
tion, 1 went to the house of this agent, whose wife was also 
attached to the police, 1 found both man and wife at their 
lodging, and although I only knew them from having once or 
twice co-operated with them in some unimportant discoveries, 
they gave me the information I required with so much good- 
, will, that, like a man wlio has the feelings of good fellowship 
1 towards those with whom he is associated, I offered to regale 
’them with a bottle of wine at the nearest cabaret, Corvet alone 
Accepted the proffer, and we went together and seated ourselves 
in a private room. 

The wine was excellent; we drank one, two, three bottles. A 
I private room and three bottles of wine lead on to confidence, 

• About an hour afterwards, I thought I perceived that Corvet 
fhad some proposal to make, and at length he somewhat sud- 
denly said, Listen, Vidocq (and he knocked his gl,^ss on the 
table with some emphasis,) you are a jolly lad, but you are not 
open amongst friends; we know well enough that you area 
fellow workman^ hut you’re a deep file : we two might do a fine 
stroke of business.” 

1 pretended not to comprehend him. 

” Nonsense, come, come,” he replied, ‘‘ no ^ammun^ that will 
not go down with me, I know you are a cunning fellow ; al- 
though I don’t know yarn place of work, I will speak to you as 
J would to my own brother, if I think I may depend upon 3^0 u. 
It is all very well to sfYc the police, but there is uothijig to be 
made out of it, and a crown changed is a crown spout and 
gone. Now if you will keep counsel, there is a job or two 
which I have in niy eye which we will do together, and 
which will not hinder us from doing our friends a good 
turn.” 

” How,” said I, ” would you abuse the confidence placed in 
you? that is not right, and I am sure that if it were known 
at the prefecture, they would give you two or three years of it at 
Bic^tre,” 

” All ! you are like all the rest,” replied Corvet, ** you are 
going to be mealy-mouthed and squeamish ; you are delicate, 
are you ? come, come, we know one another.” 

I testified much astonishment at his holding such language 
to me, and added that I was fully persuaded that he only said so 
to try me, or perhaps lay a snare for me, 

” A snare !” cried he, ** a snare ! I bring you into trouble, I 
had rather put my own neck in jeopardy ; you must be mad to 
suppose it I do not beat about the bush ; when I say any- 
tiiing it ii blunt and straightforward; with me there is no 
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back door, and as a proof that all is not as you believe, I will 
tell you that no later than this evening 1 am going to work. 
I have already laid my plan, the keys are made, and if 
you will come with me, you shall see how 1 will do the 
job.” 

** I doubt you have either lost your senses, or you wish to 
entangle me in your net.’* 

** What, do you not give me any credit for better feelings? 
(Elevating his voice). I tell you then you shall not have a 
finger in the pic* What more would you have ? I shall take 
my^wife witli me, it will not be the first time, but it will be the 
last if you choose to make it so. Witli two men there is always 
a resource at hand. The business of to-day regards you no- 
thing ; you will wait for us in the coffee-house at the corner of 
the Hue de la Tabletteric. It is almost facing where we 
are going to work, and as soon as you sec us come out do 
you follow; we will sell the booty, and wc will go snacks. 
After that you will no longer distrust us. What think 
you ?” 

Tliere was so much appearance of siticerity in this discourse, 
tliat 1 really hardly knew how to act witli Corvet. Did he want 
an accomplice, or did he seek a means of destroying me? I 
have still my doubts on this point ; but in either case Corvet 
was a manilest rogue. 

i By his own confession, his wife and he committed robberies. 

; If he had spoken the truth, it was my duty to deliver him up to 
I justice; if on the contrary, he had lied, in the hope of entrap- 
ping me into a criminal action to denounce me, it was 
only right to prosecute the plot to its termination, that I 
might show to the authorities that to tempt me was labour in 
vain. 

I had endeavoured to dissuade Corvet from his design, 
but when 1 saw that he persisted, I feigned to allow myself 
to be seduced. 

**Wcll then,” I said, ‘'since it must be so, I accept the 
proposal.” 

He instantly embraced me, and tha rendezvous was fixed 
for four o’clock, at a vintner’s. Corvet returned home, and as 
soon as he had left me 1 wrote to M. Allemain, commissary of 
police, in the Hue Cimetiere St. Nicolas to inform him of the 
robbery which was to be perpetrated in the evening. I 
gave him, at the same time, all the necessary information 
for seizing on the culprits in the very commiszion of their 
crime. 

I was at my post at the agreed hour ; Corvet and hU wile 
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[ ‘w«Te not long after me, and after drinking a bottle or two of 
wine to cheer them in their work they proceeded on their cn- 

‘ terprise. A moment afterwards, and I saw them enter a court- 
yard in the Rue de la Haumerie. Tlie commissary had so well 
contrived that he apprehended the two at the moment, when, 
laden with booty, they left the apartment they had ran- 
sacked. This couple were condemned to ten years’ con- 
finement. 

During the trial Corvet and liis wife asserted that I had 
templed them to the robbery. Certainly in the line I liad 
piJisued, there was nothing that could be construed into oiych a 
teii^ptation ; besides in a robbery I did not see how there can 
he any provocation pos- dide. A man is honest or he is not : if 
he be honest, no consideration can be sufficiently powerful to 
determine liim on committing a crime : if he be not, ho only 
wants the opportunity, and is it not evident that it will offer 
itself sooner or later ? 



CHAPTER, XXVIL 


In 1810, robberies of a new kind and inconceivable bold- 
ness suddenly awakened ibe police to the knowledge of 
the existence of a troop of malefactors of a noy(‘I descrip- 
tion. 

Kearly all the robberits bad been committed by ladders 
and forcible entries ; apartments on the first and even second 
floor bad been broken into by these extraordinary thieves, 
who, till then, had confinc'd themselves to rich 'houses ; ajid 
it was evident that these rubbers must have hail a knowledge 
of tlte localities, by the method of tlunr burglaricH. 

All my efforts to discover these adroit thieves were without 
FLiceess, wlion a burglary, whicli seemed almost impracticable, 
w'fis conunitted in the l\uc Saint-Claiule, near the Kue Bour- 
l)on-Viilcneuve, in an a})arlment in the second floor above the 
**' entresol/' in a house In which the commissary of police for 
I the district actually ro.sided. Tim cord of the lantern which 
! hui]g at liis house-door liad served for a ladder. 

A nosebag (a small bag in whicli coni is ))iit for horses to 
feed from when on the coach-stand) had been left on the spot, 
which gave rise to a surmise that the perpetrators might be 
hackney -coachmen, or at least that hackney-coaches had been 
employed in the enterprise. 

M. ficiiry directed mo to make my observations amongst 
the coachmen, and I discovered that the nose-bag had be- 
longed to a man named llusson, who drove the fiacre, No, 
712. I reported this: Husson was appreliended, and from 
him we obtained information concerning two brothers, named 
; Delzeve, the cider of whijim was soon in the hands of the 
police ; and on his interrogation by M. Henry, he made such 
important discoveries as led to the apprehension of one Mi- 
tral, a room-cleaner in the palace of tfie empress Josephine. 
,He was stated to be the receiver of the band, composed almost 
(entirely of Savoyards, born in the department of Leman, 
The continuation of my search led to my securing them all. 
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rwenty-lwo in numbed, who were subsequently condemned to 
imprisonment. 

5 These robbers were for the greater part messengers, room- 
ieleaners, or coachmen ; that is, they belonged to a class of 
individuals proverbial for honesty, and who from time immemo- 
tial had been celebrated for probity throughout Paris ; in their 
district they were all considered as honest men, incapable of 
appropriating to themselves the property of another ; and this 
opinion contributed to render them the more formidable, as 
the persons who employed them, either in saw'ing wood or '^in 
\ any other kind of work, had no distrust of them, and gave 
i them free ingress and egress everywhere, and at all times. 
When it was known that they were implicated in a 
criminal adair, they were not believed to bo guilty : and I 
myself, for some time, hesitated in my opinion. However, 
evidence was adduced which was against them, and tlic ancient 
renown of the Savoyards, in a capital in wliich they had rc- 
■sided unsuspected for ages, was blasted never again to 
flourish. 

During the year 1812 I had rendered to justice the prin- 
cipals of the band ; but Delzeve, the younger, had baffled all 
efforts to capture him, and bid defiance to the pursuits of 
justice, when on the 31st of December, M. Henry said to tiio, 

, “ I think, if we manage well, we can get hold of the crab 
Ecrevisse (Dekeve’s cognomen) : to-morrow will he new- 
year’s day, and he will he sure to visit the washerwoman, 
who has so often given him an asylum, as well as his 
brother ; 1 have a presentiment that he will be there this 
evening or during the night, or certainly early in the morii- 

I w^as of the same opinion ; and M, Henry ordered me to 
go, with three officers, and place ourselves on the watch, near 
the washerwoman’s house, who lived in the Rue de Gres- 
sillon. 

I received this command with a satisfaction which is al- 
ways with me a presage of good luck. Attended by the 
three inspectors, I w'cnt, at seven o’clock in the evening, 
to the appointed spot. It was bitterly cold, the ground 
covered with snow, and never had winter been, more severe. 

We stationed ourselves in ambuscade ; and, after many 
hours, the inspectors, nipped with cold, and unable any 
longer to endure it, proposed that we should quit our station. 

I was half-frozen, having no covering but the light garment 
cf a messenger. I made some remarks to them ; and, al- 
ihough it would have been infinitely more agreeable to me 
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lo have retired, we determined to remain till midnight. 
Scarcely had the hour agreed upon struck, than they claimed 
of me the fulfilment of my promise, pd we quitted our 
post, which we had been ordered to keep till daybreak. 

We went towards the Palais Royal ; a coftee-'house was 
open, which we entered to warm ourselves, and having taken 
a howl of hot wine we separated, each to go to his own home. 
As I went towards mine, I reflected on what I was doing. — 
“ What !” said I to myself, “ so .soon forget instructions which 
have been given to me ; thus to deceive the confidence of 
my superior ; it is an unpardonable baseness ! My conduct 
not only seems reprehensible, but 1 think that it even de- 
serves the most severe punishment.’* I was in despair at 
having complied with the wishes of the inspectors ; and, reso- 
lute ill repairing my fault, determined to return alone to the 
post assigned, and pass the night there, even if I died on 
the spot. 1 then returned and ensconced myself in a cor- 
ner, that 1 might not be seen by Delz^vc, in case he should 
come. 

For an hour and a half I remained in this position, until 
my blood congealed, and 1 felt my courage weakening, when 
suddenly a luminous idea shone upon me. — At a short dis- 
tance was a (lunghil, whose smoke betrayed a state of fer- 
mentation: this depot is called the lay -stall : Iran towards 
it ; and having made a hole in one corner, sufficiently deep 
to admit me up to my waist, I jumped into it, and a com- 
fortable warmth soon reestablished the eirculalion of iny 
blood. At five in the morning, I was still in my lurking- 
place, wliere I did very well, except from the fumes which 
invaded my nostrils. At length the door of the house, which 
was the one pointed out to me, opened to let out a woman, 
who did not shut it after her. Instantly, and without noise, 
1 leaped from the dung-heap ; and entering the court looked 
about me, but saw no light from any part. 

I knew that Delzeve’s associates had a peculiar way of 
whistling for him ; it was the coachman’s whistle, and known 
to me ; I imitated it ; and, at the second attempt, I heard 
some one exclaim, “ Who calls ?” 

“ It is the ‘ chauffeur * (a coachman from w hom Delzfeve 
had learnt to drive) who whistles for the crab,” 

“Is it you?” cried the same voice, whicli I knew to be 
Delzdve’s. 

“ Yes ; the chauffeur w^ants you. Come down/* 

** I am coming— wait a minute.” 
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“ It is very cold,” I replied ; “ I will wait foi tho 

public-house at the corner ; make haste— do you hear ?” 

The public-house was already open ; for, on new-ycar*8 
day, they have custom betimes. But I was not tempted to 
drink; and that I miglit trap Dclzeve, I opened the side door, 
and then letting it shut with violence, without actually go- 
ing out, I concealed myself under a llight of steps. Soon 
afterwards Delz^ve came down, and on perceiving him 1 
jumped at him, seized liis collar, and holding a pistol to his 
breast, told him be was iny prisoner. ‘‘ Follow me,” 1 said, 
** and make the slightest signal at your peril ; besides, I am 
not alone.” 

Bumb w'ith surprise, Delz^ve made no answ'cr, but fol- 
low'ed me mechanically. I fastened his hands, and he was 
then incapacitated from cither resisting or flying from me 

I hastened to convey him away, and the clock struck six 
as we entered the line du llocher ; a liackiK'y-conch was 
passing, which I hailed, but the man seeing me covered with 
din, hesitated, until I ollc iecl him double hire : and led by 
that, he condescended to take us up, and we were soon roll- 
ing over the pavement of Paris. To make assurance doubly 
sure, I tightened his wrist-culVci, lest, having come to himself, 
lie might have rebelled ; and altbougli, in a personal conflict, 
I should have been sure of victory, yet, as 1 contemplated 
bringing him to a confession, I was unwilling to liave any 
quarrel ; and blows^ which would have been inevitably the 
result of rebellion, \,'oiild decid'hly liave produced this re- 
sult. 

Belzeve felt aware of the impossibility of escape, and I 
endeavoured to make liini liear reason ; that I might com- 
pletely wheedle him, 1 oflered him some refresliment, which 
he accepted ; and the coachman having procured us some 
wine, we kept driving about and drinking, without any deter- 
mined plan. 

It was still caily, and persuaded that it w^oiild he advantage- 
ous to prolong our lotc-a-tete, I proposed to Dolz^vc, that 
wc should go and breakfast in a place where we could have a 
private room. He was then quieted ; and appearing hopeless 
of escape, accepted my offer, and I took him to the Cadran 
Bleu ; but, before w^e got there, he had already told me many 
pieces of important information as to the number of his ac- 
complices still at large in Paris; and I felt convinced that, at 
table, he would make ‘‘ a clean breast of it.” I made him 
understaffd that the only way to propitiate the favour of justice, 
was to confess all be knew ; and to fortify bis rcsfdution in 
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this case, I used some arf^uments of a peculiar philosophy, 
which I have always employed with success' in consoling 
criminals ; and at length, he was perfectly disposed to do all 
I wished, when the coach reached the cook-shop, I made 
him go up stairs first, and when I had ordered the breakfast, 
I told him that, being desirous of eating my meal at my ease, 
I must confine him as 1 wished. I agreed that he should be 
left sufficiently unshackled to exercise his arms at the game of 
knife and fork ; and, at table, no one could desire greater frec' 
dorn. He was not at all offended at the proposition, and I thus 
contrived it: — with two napkins I tied each leg to the foot of 
his chair, three or four inches from the bar, which prevented 
him from attempting to rise without the risk of breaking his 
head by a fall. 

lie breakfasted with much appetite, and promised to repeat 
before M. Henry all that he had confessed to me. At noon 
we left the cafd, Delzeve being well primed with wine, and 
getting into a roach, quite friends and on good terms with 
each other, we reached the prefecture ten minutes afterwards. 
M. Henry was then surrounded by his police-officers, who 
wore paying him the compliments of tlie new-year’s day. I 
entered and addressed this salutation to liim : — I have the 
honour to wish you a happy and prosperous year, and to pre- 
sent to you the redoubtable Hclzevc.” 

^*This is, indeed, a new-year’s gift,*’ said M. Henry to me, 
when he perceived the prisoner, and then turning to the olficcra 
of peace and security : It would be a desirable thing, gentle- 
men, that each of you should have a similar present to ofler to 
your prdfet.’*' Tmiiicdiately afterwards he gave me the order 
for conducting Delz^ve to the depot, saying, witli much kind- 
ness, ** Vidocq, go and take some repose ; 1 am much satisfied 
with your conduct.” 



sso 


CHAPTER XXVIIL 


It in very rare that a fugitive galley-slave escapes with any 
intention of amendment ; most frequently the aim is to gain 
the capital, and then put in practice the vicious lessons ac- 
quired in the Bagnes, which, like most of our prisons, are 
schools in which they perfect themselves in the art of appro- 
priating to themselves the property of another. Nearly all 
celebrated robbers only became expert after passing sometime 
at the galleys. Some have undergone five or six sentences be- 
fore they became thorougb scoundrels ; such as the famous 
Victor Desbois, and his comrade Mongenet, called Le Tam- 
bour (Drummer), who during various visits to Paris committed 
a vast many of those robberies on which people love to des- 
cant as proofs of boldness and address. 

These two men, who for many years were sent away with 
every chain, and as frequently escaped, were once more back 
again in Paris ; the police got information of it, and I received 
the order to search for them. All testified that they had ac- 
quaintances with other robbers no less formidable than them- 
selves. A music mistress, whose son, called Noel with the 
'Spectacles, a celebrated robber, was suspected of harbouring 
these thieves. Madame Noel was a well-educated woman and 
an admirable musician ; she was esteemed a most accom- 
plished performer by the middle class of tradespeople, wlio 
employed her to give lessons to their daughters. She was well 
known in the Marais and the ttuartier Saint Denis, where the 
polish of her manners, the elegance of her language, the gen- 
tility of her dress, and that indescribable air of superiority 
which the reverses of fortune can never entirely destroy, gave 
rise to the current belief that she was a member of one of 
those numerous families to whom the Revolution had only 
left its hauteur and its regrets. 

To tljtse who heard and saw her without being acquainted, 
madame Noel was a most interesting little woman ; and be- 
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sides, there was something touching in her situation ; it was 
a mystery, and no one knew what had become of her husband. 
Some said that she had been early left in a state of widow- 
hood ; others that she had been forsaken ; and a third affirmed 
that she was a victim of seduction. I know not which of 
these conjectures approaches nearest to the truth, but I know 
very well that madame Noel was a little brunette, whose 
sparkling eye and roguish look were softened d^wn by that 
gentle demeanour which seemed to increase the sweetness of 
her smile and the tone of her voice, which was in the highest 
degree musical. There was a mixture of the angel and demon 
in her face, hut the latter perhaps preponderated ; for time had 
developed those traits which characterise evil thoughts. 

Madame Noel was obliging and good, but only towards those 
individuals who were at issue with justice ; she received them 
as the mother of a soldier would welcome the comrade of her 
son. To in uire a welcome with her, it was enough to belong 
to the same regiment " as Noel witli tlie Spectacles; and 
then, a'? miu'li for love of him and from inclination perhaps, 
she would do all in licr power to aid, and was conse(|uently 
looked u))on as a ‘Mnolhor of robbers/' At her ho\ise they 
found shelter ; it \sas she who ^provided for all their wants; she 
<“Mrri('fi her com])laisancc so far as to -(‘ck “jobs of work’’ for 
thetn ; and when a ])ass])(‘rt was ind!s))ensably rcojuisitc for 
tlicir safety, she was not fjuiet until by some nu.'ar»s she had 
succeeded in proenring one, Madame Noel had many friends 
among Ijer own sex, anrl it was generally m one of tludr names 
til, it the passport was obtained. A pow'erful mixture of oxy- 
gonated murialie acid obliterated the writing ; and the descrip- 
tion of the gentleman who required it, as 'well as the nauu; 
which it suit('d his purpose' to assume, replaced the feminine 
description. Madame Noel had generally by her a supply of 
these necoinmodating passports, which were filled according to 
cireiimstances, and tlio wants of the party requiring such 
assistance. 

All the galley-slaves were children of rnadame Noel, but 
tlmsc ivere the most in fivour who could give her any account 
of her son; for them her devotion was boundless; her house 
was open to ail fugitives, who made it their rendezvous ; and 
there must be gratitude even amongst them, for the police were 
informed that they came frequently to mother Noel’s for the 
pleasure of seeing her only ; she was the confidante of all their 
plans, all their adventures, all their fears ; in fact, they com- 
municated all unreservedly, and never had cause to regret their 
reliance on her fidelity. 
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MfiMOXES or VIOOCQ. 


Mother Noel had never seen me ; my features were quite un- 
known to her, although she had frequently heard of my name. 
There Was thenno difficulty in presenting myself before her, 
without giving her any cause for alarm ; but to get her to 
point out to me the hiding place of the men whom I sought 
to detect, was the end I aimed at, and I felt that it would be 
impossible to attain it without much skill and manage- 
ment. 

At first, I resolved on passing myself off as a fugitive galley- 
slave ; but it "was necessary to borrow the name of some thief, 
whom her son or his comrades had ixitntioned to her in 
advantageous terms. Moreover, a little resemblance was posi- 
tively requisite, and I endeavoured to recollect if there were 
not one of the galley-slaves whom I knew who had been 
associated with Noel with the Spectacles, and I could not re- 
member one of iny age, or whose person and features at all 
resembled mine. At last, by dint of much effort of memory, 1 
recalled to mind one Germain alias Hover, alias the Captain,’” 
who had been an intimate acquaintance of Noel’s, and although 
our similarity was very slight, yet I determined on personating 
him. Germain, as well as myself, had often escaped from the 
bagrics, and that was the only point of resemblance between 
us : he was about my age, but a smaller-framed man ; he had 
dark brown hair, mine was light ; he was thin, and 1 tolerably 
stout ; his complexion was sallow, and mine fair, witli a very 
clear skin ; besides, Germain had an excessively long nose, 
took a vast deal of snuff which, begriming his nostrils outside, 
and stuffing them up within, gave him a peculiarly nasal tone 
of voice. 1 had much to do in personating Germain; but the 
difficulty did not deter me ; my hair, cut a la moch des hn^nes, 
was dyed black, as well as my beard, after it had attained a 
growth of eight days ; to embrown my countenance I washed 
it with white walnut liquor ; and to perfect the imitation, I 
garnished my upper lip thickly with a kind of coffee-grounds, 
which I plastered on by means of gum arable, and thus be- 
came as nasal in my twang as Germain himself. My feet 
were doctored with equal care ; I made blisters on 
them by rubbing in a certain composition, of whicli I 
had obtained the recipe at Brest. I also made the marks 
of the fetters ; and when all my toilet was finished, dressed 
myself in the suitable garb. 1 had neglected nothing wliich 
could complete the metamorphosis; — neither the shoes 
nor the marks of those Jjolrid letters GAL. The costume 
was perfect ; and the only thing wanting was a hundred 
of those companionable insects which people the solitudes ol 
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poverty, and which were, I believe, together with locust* and 
toads, one of the seven plagues of old Egypt. I procured 
some for money ; and as soon as they were a little accustomed 
to their new domicile, which was speedily the case, 1 directed 
my steps towards the residence of inadaine Noel, in the Hue 
Ticquetonne. 

I arrived there, and knocking at the door, she opened it : a 
glance convincing her how matters stood with me, she desired 
me to enter, and on finding myself alone with her, I told her 
who I was, “ Ah, my poor lad,” she cried, “ there is no oc- 
casion to tell me where you have come from ; 1 am sure you 
must be dying with hunger “ Oh yes,” J answTi cd, “ I 
am indeed hungry ; 1 have tasted nothing for twenty-four 
hours.” Instantly, without farther question, she went out, 
and returned with a dish of hog*s puddings and a bottle* of 
wine, wdiich she placed before me. I did not eat, I actually 
devoured ; I studed myself, and all had disappeared witliout 
my saying a word between my first mouthful and my last. 
Mother Noel was delighted at iiiy appetite, and when the cloth 
W’as retnoved she gave me a dram, ** Ah, mother,” I ex- 
claiuu'd, emhraeiiig her, “you restore me to life; Noel told 
me how good and kind you were and I then began to give 
her a stateiricnt of how I had left her son eighteen days be- 
fore, and gave her information of all the prisoner.s in whom 
she f(*lt interested. I'he details were so true and well, known, 
that site could have no idea that I was an impostor. 

“ You must have heard of me,” I continued ; “ I have gone 
through many an enterprise, and experienced many a reverse. 
I am called Germain, or the captain ; you must know my 
name.” 

** Yes, yes, my friend,” she said, “ I know you well ; my 
son and his friends have told me of your misfortunes ; wel- 
come, welcome, my dear captain. But, licavens ! what a state 
you are in ; you must not remain in such a pliglit. I see you 

are infested with those wretched tormenting beasts w'ho ; 

but I will get you a change of linen, and contrive something 
as a comfortable dress for you.” 

I expressed my gratitude to madame Noel j and when I saw 
a good opportunity, without giving cause for the slightest sus- 
picion, I asked what had become of Victor Dcsbois and his 
comrade Mongenet. “ De.sbois and Le Tambour ? Ah ! my 
dear, do not mention them, I beg of you,” she replied ; “ that 
rogue Vidocq has given them very great uneasiness ; since one 
Joseph (Joseph Longueville, an old police inspector), whom 
they have twice met in the streets, told them that there would 
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Eoon be a search in this quarter, they have been compelled tc 
cut and run, to avoid being; tahen.” 

“'W\\at,” cried I with a disappointed air, “are they no 

longer in Paris ?** 

“ Oh, they are not very far distant,” replied mother ISocl; 
“ they have not quitted the environs of tlie ‘ great village * 
(Paris) ; 1 dare say we shall soon see tliem, for I trust they 
will speedily pay me a visit. 1 think wdll he delighted 
k) find you here.” 

“ Oh, 1 assure yon,” said I, “ that they will not he more 
delighted at tlic meeting Uian myself; and if you can write to 
them, I am sure they would* eagerly send for me to join 
them,” 

“ If J knew where they were,” replied mother Moel, “ I 
would go myself and seek Air them to please you ; hut I do 
not know their retreat, and the best thing for us to do is to be 
patient and await their arrival.” 

In my quality of a new comer, I excited all madame Noel’s 
compassion and solicitude, and she attended to nothing but 
me. “ Are you known to Vidocq and his two bull- dogs, 
Levesque and Compere ?” slie inquired. 

“ Alas ! yes,” was iny reply ; ” they have caught me twdee.’* 

“In that case, then, be on your guard : Vidocq is often dis- 
guised ; he assumes characters, costumes, and shapers to gc t 
hold of nnfortunales like yourself.” 

AVe conversed together for two hours, when madame No^l 
offered me a foot-bath, which I nce<‘pt.ed; and wlien it was pre- 
pared, 1 took off my slioes and stockings, on which she dis- 
covered my wounded feet, and said, with a most commiseratin;* 
tone and manner, “ How I ])ity you ; what must you suffer I 
Why did you not tell me of this at first; you deserve to be* 
^colded for it.” And whilst thus reproaching me, she examined 
my feet ; and then pricking the blisters, drew apiece of worsted 
through each, and anointed niy feet with a salve which she as- 
sured me would liave the effect of speedily curing them. 

The hatli concluded, she brought me some clean linen ; and, 
as she thought of all that was needful, added a razor, recom- 
mending me to shave. “ I shall then see,” she added, “ about 
buying you some workman’s clothes, as that is the best dis- 
guise for men who wish to pass unnoticed j and besides, good 
luck will turn up, and then you will get yourself some new 
ones.” 

As soon as I was thoroughly cleansed, mother Noel con- 
ducted me to a sleeping-room, a small apartment which serfed 
as the workshop for false keys, the entrance to which was con- 
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cealcd by several gowns hanging from a row of pegs. ** Here,'* 
said she, **is a bed in wliich your friends liave slept tliree or 
four times ; and you need not fear that the police will hunt you 
out; you may sleep secure as a dormouse." 

“ I am really in want of sleep," I replied, and begged hei 
permission to take some repose, on which she left me to my- 
self. Three hours afterwards 1 awoke, and on getting up we 
renewed our eonfercnce. ft was necessary to be armed at all 
points to deceive niadame Noel ; there was not a trick or mis- 
tom of the Bagnes with which she was not thoroughly informed ; 
she knew not only the names of all the robbers whom she had 
seen, but was acquainted with every particular of the life of a 
great many others ; and related with enthusiasm anecdotes of 
the most noted, particularly of her son, for whom she had as 
mucli veneration as love. 

“ Tiic dear hoy, you would be delighted to see him said I. 

“ Yes, yes, overjoyed." 

“ Well, it is a happijiess you will soon enjoy; for Not’d liss 
made; arrangements for an escapt', and is now only aw;* king the 
j)r()pitioiis moment." 

Madame Noel was happy iu the expectation of seeing her 
son, and shed tears of tenderness at the very thoughts of it. 

In the course of conversation, mother Noel asked me if I 
had any affair (plan of robliery) in contemplation; and after 
having offered to procure me one, in case I was not provided, 
ahe questioned me on my skill in fabricating keys. 1 told her 
1 was as adroit as Fossard. “ If that be tlie case," she re- 
joined, " I am easy, and you shall be soon furnished ; for as 
yon are so clever, I will go and buy at tlie ironmonger’s a key 
wliich you can fit to my safety lock, so that you will have in- 
gress and egress whenever you require it." 

I (*>:]iressed my feelings of obligation for so great a proof of 
her kindness ; and as it was growing late, 1 went to bed re- 
fiecling on the mode of getting away from tliis lair without 
running the risk of being assassinated, if perchance any of the 
villains whom I was seeking, should arrive before I had taken 
the necessary precautions. 

I did not sleep, and arose as soon as I heard madame Noel 
lighting her fire ; she said I was au early riser, and that she 
would go and piocure me wliat I wanted. A moment after- 
wards she brought me a kt‘y not cut into wards, and gave me 
Sles and a small vice, which I fixed on my bed ; and as soon 
s my tools were in readiness, I began my work in presence of 
iny hostess, who seeing that I was perfectly conversant with 
the business, complimented me on my skill,* and what-she 
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, raost admired was the expedition of xny work; for in fact, m 
i less than four hours, I had perfected a most workmanlike key, 
; which I tried, and it fitted most accuratelyf A few touches of 
the file completed the instrument ; and, like the rest, I had 
the means of unobstructed entrance whenever I wislied to visit 
the house. 

I was madame Noel’s boarder; and, after dinner, I told her 
I was inclined to take a turn in the dusk, that 1 might find 
whether “a job ’ 1 contemplated was yet feasible, and she ap- 
proved the suggestion, at the same time recommending me to 
use all caution. That thief of a Vidocq,” she observed, “ is 
a thorn in one’s path j mind him ; — and, if I were you, before 
I made* any atiempts, I would wait until ray feet were well.*' 
“I shall not go iar,” I replied ; “ nor stay away long.” This 
assurance of a speedy return seemed to quiet lier fears. ** Well 
then, go,” she said ; and I went out limping. 

So far all succeeded to my most sanguine wishes ; it was 
impossible to stand better with mother Noel; but, by remain- 
ing in her liouse, who w'ould guarantee that I should not be 
knocked on the head ? Might not two or three galley-slaves 
arrive together, recognise me and attack me ? Then farewell 
to all my plottings ; and it was incumbent, that, without losing 
the fruit of my friendship with mother Noel, 1 should prepare 
myself for tlie contingent danger. Jt would have been the 
height of imprudence to have given her cause to think that I 
had any motives lor avoiding contact with her guests, and I 
consequently endeavoured so to lead hrr on, that she should 
herself suggest to me the I'ccessity of quitting her house; that 
is, that she should advise me no longer to think of sleeping in 
her domicile. 

I had observed that madame Noel was very intimate with a 
fruitseller who lived in the house; and I sent to tliis woman 
one of my agents named iMauccau, whom I charged to ask her 
secretly, and yet with a want of skill, for some accounts of 
madame Noel. 1 had dictated the questions, and was the more 
certain Unit the fruit-woman would not fail to communicate 
the particulars, as I had desired my man to beg her to observe 
Becrccy. 

The event proved that I was not deceived ; — no sooner had 
ttiy agent fullillcd his mission, than the fruit-woman hastened 
o madame Noel with an account of what had passed ; who, in 
her turn,' lost no time in telling me. On the look-out at the 
stc])s of the door of her officious neighbour, as soon as she saw 
me,, she came to me, and, without farther preface, desired me 
to follow her, which I did; and, on reaching the Place des 
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Victoircs, she stopped, and looking about- her to be assured 
that no one was in hearing, she told me what had passed : — 

So,’* said she, in conclusion, “ you see, my poor Germain, 
that it would not he prudent for you to sleep at iny house ; 
you must even be cautious how you approach - it by day.** 
Mother Noel had no idea that this circumstance, which she 
bewailed so greatly, was of my own planning ; and, that 1 
might remove all suspicion from her mind, I pretended to be 
more vexed at it than she was, and cursed and swore bitterly 
at that blackguard Vidocq, who would not leave us at peace. 
I deprecated the necessity to whicli I was reduced, of finding a 
shelter out of Paris, and took leave of madame Noel, who, 
wishing me good luck and a speedy return, put a thirty-sous- 
piece into my hand. 

I knew that JDcsbois and Mongenet were expected ; and I 
was also aware that there were comers and goers who visited 
the house, whether madame Noel was there or not; and she 
was often absent, giving music-lessons in the city. It was im- 
portant that I sliould know these gentry; and to achieve this, 
I divsguised several of my auxiliaries, and stationed them at the 
corners of the street, where, mixing with the errand-boys and 
messengers, their presence excited no suspicion. 

These precautions taken, that 1 might testify all due appear- 
ance of fear, 1 allowed two days to puss before I again visited 
madame Noel ; and this period having elapsed, I went one 
evening to her house, accompanied by a young man, whom X 
introduced as the brother of a female wiUi whom 1 had once 
lived : aud wlio, having met me accidentally in Paris, had 
given me an asylum. This young man was a secret agent, but 
I took care to tell mother Noel that he had my fullest confi- 
dciicc, and that she might consider him as my second self; 
and as he was not known to the spies, I had chosen him to be 
iny messenger to her whenever 1 did not judge it prudent to 
show myself. Henceforward,’* 1 added, “ he will be our go- 
between, and will come every two or three days, that , I may 
have information of you and your friends.” 

” I’faitli,” said mother Noel, “you have lost a pleasure; for, 
twenty minutes sooner, and you would have seen a lady of your 
acquaintance here.” 

“ Ah ! who was it ? ” 

“ Mongenet’s sister.” 

“ Oh I indeed ; she has often seen me with her brothej^.” 

“ Yesi when I mentioned you, she described you as exactly 
ns possible ; — ‘ a lanky chap,* said she, ‘ with his nose always 
grimed with suufti’ ” 
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Madame Noel defeply regretted that I had not arrived before 
Mongenet's sister had departed ; but certainly not so much as 
I rejoiced at my narrow escape from an interview which would 
have destroyed all my projects ; for if this woman knew Ger- 
main^ she also knew Vidocq j and it was impossible that she 
could have mistaken one for the other, so great was the dilFer- 
ence between us ! Although I had altered my features so as 
to deceive, yet the resemblance which, in description, seemed 
exact, would not stand the test of a critical examination, and 
particularly the reminiscences of intimacy. JM oilier N oel then 
gave me a very useful warning, when she informed me that 
Mongenet’s sister was a very frequent visiter at lier house. 
From thenceforward I resolved that this female should never 
catch a glimpse of my countenance; and to avoid meeting 
■with her, whenever I visited Madame Noel, I sent my pretended 
brother-in-law first, w'ho, wlien she was not there, had instruc- 
tions to let mo know it, by sticking a wafer on t!\e window. 
At this signal I entered, and my aide-de-camp betook himself 
to his post in the neighbourhood, to guard against any disa- 
greeable surprise. Not very far distant were other auxiliaries, 
to whom 1 had confided mother Noors key, that they might 
come to my succour in case of danger; for, from one instant 
to another, I might fall suddenly amongst a gang of fugitives, 
or some of the galley-slaves might recognise and attack me, 
and then a blow of my fist against a square of glass in the win- 
dow was the signal Wiuch was to denote my need of assistance, 
to equalize the contending parlies. 

Thus were my schemes concerted, and the finale was at hand. 
It was on Tuesday, and a letter from the men 1 was in quest 
of, announced their intended arrival on the Friday following ; 
a day which I intended should be for them a black Friday. 
At the first dawn I betook myself to a wine-vaults in tlie vici- 
Jiity, and, that they might have i)o motive for watching me, 
supposing as was their custom, that they should traverse the 
street several times up and dow'ii before they entered madame 
Noel’s domicile, I first sent my pretended brother-in-law, who 
returned soon afterwards, and told me that Mongenet’s sister 
was not there, and that I might safely enter. “ You are not 
deceiving me ? ” said 1 to my agent, whose tone appeared al- 
tered and embarrassed, and fixing on liiin one of those looks 
which penetrated the very heart’s core, 1 thought I observed 
one of those ill-suppressed contractions of the muscles of the 
face which accompany a premeditated lie : and then, quick as 
lightning, the thought came over me that I was betraved, — - 
that my agent was a traitor. \Ye were in a private room, and,, 
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withont a moment*s hesitation, I grasped his throat with vio- 
lence, and told him, in presence of liis comrades, that I was 
informed of his perf.dy, and that if he did not instantly confess 
all, I would shoot him on the spot. ])ismayed at iny penetra- 
tion and determined manner, he stammered out a few \a)rds of 
c?xcuse, and falling on liis confessed Jthat he had disco- 

vered all to mother Noel. 

This baseness, had I not thus detected it, would pr(yl)ahly 
have cost me my life, but I did not think of any jiersonal re- 
sentment; it was only the interest of society which I cared 
for, and which I regretted to see wrecked when so near port. 
The traitor, Manceau, was put in confinement, and, young as 
he was, having many old ofrenees to expiate, was sent to 
Bicetre, and tlien to tJie isle of Olcron, where he terminated 
his career. It may he conjeetured that the fugitives did not 
return to the Hue Ticquetoniie ; but they were, notwithstand- 
ing, apprehended a short time afterwords. 

Mother Noel did not forgive the trick I had played her; 
and, to satisfy her revenge, she, one day, had all lier goods 
taken away; and when this had been etlectcd, went out without 
closing her door, and returned, crying out that she had been 
robbed. I'he nolghl)onrs were made witnesses, a declaration 
w'os made before a commissary, and mother Noel 'pointed me 
out as the thief; because, she said, I had a key of lier apart- 
ments. The accusation was a grave one, and slie was instantly 
sent to the prefecture of police, and tlie next day I received 
the information. My justilication was not difficult, for the 
prefet, as well as M. Henry, saw through the imposture; and 
we managed so well, that mother Noel’s property was disco- 
vered, proof was obtained of the falsity of the charge, and, to 
give her time for repentance, she was sentenced for six months 
to St. Lazarre. Such were the issue and the consequences of 
an enterprise, in which I had not failed to use all jirecaulion ; 
and I have often achieved success in aflairs, in which arrange- 
ments had been made, not so skilfully concerted or to abljr 
executed. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 


Apteh having undergone several sentences, two fugitives of 
the i.dcn, named Goreau and Florontin, called Chatolain 
(governor), of whom 1 luive already spoken, were detained at 
Bicetre, as incorrigible robbers. Weary of confinement in 
these cells, where they were buried alive, they sent to M. 
Henry a letter, in which they oilered to give such information 
as should lead to the apprehension of several of their com- 
rades, who were daily perpetrating robberies in Paris. 3^' os- 
sard, sentenced for life, who had frequently escaped from tlie 
Bagnes, w'as the one marked out as the most dangerous. 
“He wa.s,’^ they WTOte, “unequalled for intrepidity, and must 
be attacked with caution ; for always armed to the teeth, he 
had resolved on blowing out the brains of that police-agent 
who should he liardy enough to attempt to apprehend him.“ 

The heads of the police asked nothing better than to free 
the capital from such a daring thief, and their first idea was to 
employ me in discovering him ; but the informers having 
suggested to M. Henry that 1 was too well known to Fossard 
and his concubine not to defeat an operation which must be 
most delicately eflected, it was decided that the affair should 
be intrusted to the skill of some police-officers. To them 
therefore were given all the necessary instructions to regulate 
their searches ; but, cither they were not lucky, or they did 
not especially approve a rencontre with Fossard j who was 
“ armed to the teeth for he continued his exploits, and the 
numerous complaints to which his activity gave rise, an- 
nounced, that in spite of their apparent zeal, these gentlemen, 
as usual, made naore noise than work. 

The result was, that the pr6fet, who preferred doings to say« 
ings, sent for them one day, and reprimanded them in a 
manner which must have been severe, to judge by the dis- 
content which they could not help testifying. 

They had just received this official proof of disapproba- 
tion, when I happene/l to meet, in the market of Saint-Jean. 
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M. Yvrier, one of thc-officcrs in question, whom I saluted, 
and he thereupon accosted me, almost bursting with rage, 
saying, Ah ! there you are, Mr. Do-so-much ; you are the 
cause of our having been reprimanded about that Possard, ih^ 
fugitive galley-slave, who they Say is in Paris. If we are to 
believe nionsieiir le pr^'fet, there is no one but you who can 
do anything. ‘ If Vidocq,* he said to us, * had been ordered to 
this business, we should have had this fellow apprehended 
long ago.* Well then, let us see, M. Vidocq ; set your wits 
to work to find him, you who are so very clever, and prove 
that you have all the talent that they say you have.*' 

M. Yvrier was an old man, and it wa^. respect for his age 
wliich clieeked my rtply to his impertinence ; and[ although I 
was wounded by the tone of his address, I did not care to 
show it, contenting myself with replying, I had not then 
the leisure to occupy myself about Fossard, that Jie was a 
capture I should reserve till the first of January, thai I might 
have a suitable new-year’s gift, for M. le prefet, as the pre- 
‘vious .ycar 1 liad brought the famous iJelz^ve. 

* Go on your owm way,’' replied M. Yvrier, irritated at tliis 
boast ; “ the event will show what you are ; a presumptuous 
fellow, who creates difficulties to show his skill in surmount- 
ing them and he left me, griimhling out fi’om, between lua 
leetli some other epithets and qualities which 1 neither un- 
derstood nor heeded. 

After this scene, I went to M. Henry’s jnivute room, to 
whom I related it. “Ah! they wince — they are angry, arc 
they ?” said he, laughing ; “ so much the Ix'lter ; it proves 
that they defer to your ability. 1 sec,” added Henry, 
“ tliat these gentlemen are like the eunuchs of a seraglio ; tlic\ 
cannot do themselves, and would not allow others to be do- 
ing.” He then gave me the following particulars : — 

“Fossard lives in Paris, in a street leading from a market- 
place to a boulevard, on what story his apartments are, is un- 
known ; hut the windows may be recognised by having yellow 
silk curtains and other curtains of embroidered muslin. In 
the same house ■ resides a little hump-hacked woman, a 
seamstress, and intiiuate with the female who lives with 
Fossard.” 

These particulars ’svere, it may be seen, not sulficiently de 
finite to lead at once to the spot we wished to discover, 

1 was in doubt a!; to what steps I should first take ; hut a. 
r had generally found that, in all my undertakings, it war 
from females tliat I gleaned my information, whether women 
or girls, I soon determined on the disguise which was best 
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adapted fur my purpose. It was apparent that I must assume 
the guise of a very respectable gentleman, and consequently, 
hy means of some fMsSe wrinkles, a pig-tail, snowy-white 
rulTles, a large gold-headed cane, a three-cornered hat, buckles, 
hieeehes and coat to match, — -1 was metamorphosed into one 
jof those good sexagenarian citizens, whom all old ladies 
admire. 1 liad the precise appearance and air of one of those 
rich old boys of the Mar.iis, whose rubicund and jolly coun- 
tenance proves the case of his circumstances, and the desire 
to bestow charity on those who need it, by way of a recoin- 
pence to fortune. I was very sure that the hump-backed 
w'omen would set their caps at me ; and 1 liad the appear- 
ance of so good a man, that it was impossible they would 
make any attempts at deceiving me. 

Thus disguised I went into the streets, gazing upwards to 
discover all the curtains of the prescribed colour. I was so 
much occupied with this investigation that I was entirely lost 
to all around me. Had I been a iittle less substantial -looking 
I might have been taken for a metaphysician, or perhaps for 
a poet who was seeking a couplet in the region of the chiin- 
ney-pots , twenty times I narrowly escaped the cabriolets ; on 
all sides the cry of Gave? Garc!'* (mind, mind) assailed me, 
and then on turning round 1 was under the wheel, or else close 
beside a horse ; sometimes, w'hilst I was wiping the dirt from 
my sleeve, a lasli of a whip came across my face, or, if the 
driver were less brutal, it was some such salutation as this : — 
“ Out of the way, old duuny-head,” or else, “Conic, what are 
you at, old stupid ?’* 

My work was not to be completed in a single day, even as far 
as the yellow curtains went; I marked down more than one 
hundred and fifty in my memorandum book, which gave choice 
enough in all conscience. Might not the curtains, behind 
which Fossard was concealed, have been taken down and re- 
placed by white, red, or green ones ? However, if chance was 
against me she might yet throw out some favourable hint for 
my guidance ; and I took courage, although it is a somewhat 
j)ainful task for a sexagenarian to ascend and descend a hun- 
dred and fifty staircases, consisting at least of seven hundred 
and fifty stories — to take more than thirty thousand steps, or 
twice the height of Chimborazo ; but as 1 felt m} breath good, 
and my legs strong, I undertook the task, sustained by the 
same hope as that which impelled the Argonauts to sail in 
quest of the golden fleece. It was my hump- backed lady that 
I sought i and in my ascents, in how many landing-places 
have 1 not stood sentinel for hours together, in the persuasion 
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that my lucky fetnr would sliinc u))ou her ? The heroic Don 
Quixote was r.ot more ardent in tlie pursuit of his Dulcinea. 
J knocked at the doors of all the seamstresses ; I cxajnincd 
them one after another, but no huinpR; they were all perfectly 
formed ; or if by chance they had a projection, it was not a 
deviation of the spine, hut one of those temporary exuberances 
whicli resolve themselves into maternity. 

Thus passed several days without presenting to my longing 
eyes the object of my search, and 1 was heartily tired of my 
job, for every night my back ached past bearing, and yet the 
work was to he rc- commenced the next morning. I dared ask 
no questions ; for although tlien some cliaritahle soul might 
liave put me on llie riglit scent, yet 1 miglit get into danger; 
and at last, fatigued witli this unsatisfactory mode of search, I 
determined to adopt another. 

1 liave remarked that hump-hacked women are generally very 
inquisitive and great chatterers ; they arc generally the news- 
distributors of the district, and if not, tliey are then tlie re- 
gisters of petty slanders, and nothing passes vvitl) which tljey 
are not acquainted. Impressed witli this idea, I concluded that, 
under pretext of getting her little requisites supplied, the 
unknown humpy lad}, who had already cost me so much trou- 
ble, would not fail, any more than many others, to come and 
have her wonted gossip at the milkman’s, the baker’s, the 
fruiterer’s, the mercer’s, or the grocer’s. I resolved therefore 
to station myself at the doors of several of these chattering 
shops, and as every humpy woman, anxious for a husband, 
makes a great parade of her abilities as a clever caterer, I was 
persuaded that mine would he on foot early in the morning, 
and that 1 ought, to sec her, to station myself at an early hour 
at my p:>st of observation, And accordingly I went there at 
daybreak. 

1 first employed myself in considering how best to t-^kc my 
measures. To what milkwoman would a hump-backed Lady 
give the preference ? Certainly to licr who had most gossip, 
and sold cheapest. There was one at tlie corner of the Rua 
Thevenot, wIiQ .seemed to me to combine tliese two qualities; 
she had about her a great number of small cans, and from th® 
midst of her circle did not cease to talk and serve, serve and 
talk. Her castomer.=; babbled away to their hearts’ content, 
and slid chattered as indefatigably as licr customers; but this 
was not of any consequence to me ; 1 bad pitched upon an 
admirable and likely spot, and was determined not to lose sight 
of it. 

On going to xny second watch in the evening, I impatiently 
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nwaited the firrival of my female Esop, !)ut tl.cre were only 
young girls, well made, slender, with good figures, easy ap- 
pearance, neatly attired, and not one of them that was not as 
straightand upright as the letter 1. I was beginning to despair, 
when at length my star beamed in the horizon ; I saw the 
Venus, the prototype of all humped women! Ye gods! how 
handsome she appeared ; and how splendid was the contour 
that prominent feature for which 1 had so anxiously w'atchrd, — 
her adorable hump ! 1 gave myself time to contemplate this 

protuberance, which naturalists sliould, I think, take into con- 
sideration, and enumerate an addition race in the human spe- 
cies. 1 thought I was gazing on one of tliose fairies of the 
middle age, in whom n deformity of this kind was “ a double 
charm," Tins supernatural being, or rather extra- natural, 
approached the milkwoman, and having gossiped for some 
time, as 1 h ul anticipated, she took her cream; she then 
entered the grocer’s; then paused a moment at the tripe- 
shop, where she procured some lights, probably for her cat; 
and then her stores provided, she turned off in tlie Hue du 
Petit Carreau, down the gateway, to a house of which the 
ground-floor was occupied by a working turner. I cast my 
eyes instantly on the windows, but, alas! no yellow curtains 
met my longing lingering look. 1 however made the reflection 
which liad before suggested itself, that curtains, of wliatfvcT 
shade, have not the immobility of an original liump ; and 1 
resolved not to retire until I had some converse with the en- 
chanting little lump of deformity, whose appearance had so 
truly enchanted me. 1 surmised, that in spite of my disaj)- 
pointmenl with regard to one of the main circumstances de- 
scribed for my guidance, yet that a conversation would elicit 
some useful information to lighten my path. 

I determined to ascend the staircase ; and on getting up to 
the first landing-place, inquired for “ a little lady rather de 
formed.*’~-“ Oh, it is the seamstress you want," was the reply, 
attended by a significant grin. “ Yes, tlie seaioslress I want; 
a person who lias one shoulder somewhat higher than the 
other." Again I was laughed at, and her apartment pointed 
out as on the third story. Although her neighbours were very 
complaisant, I was rather nettled at their chuckling and laugh- 
ing; it >va8 exceedingly unpolite; but srich was my tolerance, 
that I freely pardoned the expression of their mirth ; and was 
not that commendable in me ? It preserved the cliaractcr I 
had assumed. The door was shown to me ; I knocked, and 
it was opened by my darling little ilumpa herself; and after 
fifty' a| ologacs for the visit, I beggod her to give me a few 
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moments’ audienre, adding, that I had personal business to 
discuss v;ith her. 

“Mademoiselle,” said I, with a solemn tone, after she had 
seated me oppos'tc to herself, “you arc ignorant of the motive 
which has led uio liither ; but when you shall know it, perhaps 
the step 1 have taken will excite your interest.” 

The hump-hacked damsel thought tliat I was going to make 
an open a vowel ; the colour rushed to her cheeks, and her look 
became animated, although she cast her eyes on the ground. I 
continued — 

“ Doiihtless, you will be astonished that at my ago one can 
be as deeply enamoured as at twenty years old.” 

“ Ah, sir, you are still young,” said the amiable Iliimpina, 
whose mistake 1 w'ould not allow to be prolonged. 

“ Why, .pretty well for that,” I added, “ but it is not of that 
I w'ould speak. You know that in Paris it is not an uncom- 
mon thing for a man and woman to live together without tlie 
benediction of lioly Mother Church.” 

“ What do you take me for, sir, to make such a proposal to 
me?” cried the little Humpclta, without giving me time to 
finish my sentence. I smiled at her mistake, and continued : 

“ I have no intention to make any such propositioiv; I only 
request that you will have the goodness to give me some infor- 
mation respecting a young lady, who I am told lives in this 
house witli a gentleman who passes for her husband.”'— “ I 
know nothing at all about it,” answered my little lady, very 
snappishly. 

1 then gave her a tolerably accurate description of Possaxd 
and the demoiselle Tonneau, his lady. 

“Ah, I now know,” said she; “a man of your figure^and 
size, about thirty or hvc-aud-tliirty years of age, a good-look- 
ing gentleman: the lady, a pretty brunette, beautiful eyes, 
lovely teetli, charming mouth, spperh eyelashes, dark brows, 
nose a little turned up, with a most engaging and modest de- 
meanour. They did live here, but they have removed.” I 
entreated her to give me their new address ; and on her reply, 
that she did not know it, I weepingly besought her to aid in 
the recovery of an ungrateful creature, whom I still fondly, 
dotingly loved, despite her perfidy. 

The seamstress was touched. The tears I shed moved her 
tender heart; and feeling that I had gained ground, I became 
more and more pathetic. “ Ah ! her infidelity will cause my 
death : pity, commiserate a wretched husband; I conjure you, 
do not conceal from me her retreat and I shall owe you more 
than life.” 
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Your liump- backed women are compassionate; moreorer, a 
husband is, in their eyes, so inappreeia})le a treasure ; and as 
they are not possessed of one, they cannot iin.agine how any 
one can be unfaithful ; and th«8 my seuinkress held adultery in 
utter abhorencc. She sincerely jutied me, and said she would 
do all in her power to serve me. “ Unfortunately,” she added 
“ their gooils having been removed by porters not belonging 
to the district, I am completely ignorant of where they have 
gone, or what has become of them ; but would you like to see 
the landlady ?’* As I had no doubt of her sinceritj^ I went 
to see the landlady, but all J learnt from her was, that they 
had paid for the term agreed on, and had not left any tidings 
of their new abode. 

Except having discovered Fossard’s old lodging, I was no 
forwarder than at first ; but I would not abandon the quest ' 
without exhausting every chance and enquiry that would suggest 
itself. Usually the porters of the various districts know each 
other; and 1 interrogated those of the Jliicdu Petit Carreau, 
to whom I introduced myself as a wronged husband ; and one 
of them pointed out to me a comrade who had aided in the 
removal of my rival’s goods and chattels. 

I saw4,hia individual, and told him my concerted story ; but 
he was a cunning chap, and intended to trick me. I pretended 
not to perceive it ; and, as a recompcnce for promising that he 
would conduct me the next day to the place where Fossard had 
pitched his tent, I ga\'e him two live- franc pieces, which were 
spent the same day at the Couriille, in company witli the lady 
he “protected.” 

This interview was on the 27th of December, and we were 
to meet again the next duy^ ; and to fulfil my assertion of the 
Ist of January, there was not much time to lose. I was punc- 
tual at the rendezvous ; and the porter, whom I had caused to 
be watched by some agents, was also to the time and place. 
Borne more five-franc pieces changed masters from my purse 
!o his, and I paid for his breakfast. We then started and we 
irrived at a very pretty house, at tho corner of the Hue Duphot 
lad that of Saint Honore. “ Now,” said he, “we must ask 
the vintner just by if they are still here.’’ He wanted me to 
regale him again. I did not refuse ; and we entered the shop, 
where we emptied a bottle of good wine ; I then left him, fully 
assured of the residence of my pretended wife and her seducer. 

I had no farther occasion for my guide, and dismissed him 
with a mark of my gratitude; but to be sure that lie did not 
betray me, in the hope of being doubly paid, I ordered the 
agents to watch him closely, and to prevent his returning to 
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the vintner’s. As well as I remember, to preclude all possi- 
bility of his so doiiif?, they put him in the guard-house : in 
such cases we are not over particular ; and, to be sincere, it 
was I who put him in the stone doublet, which was but a just 
retaliation. “My friend,” I said to him, “I have left with 
the police a note of five hundred francs, destined to reward the 
man who shall successfully aid me in recovering my wife. It 
is now yours ; and I will give you a note which will enable 
you to secure it and 1 gave him a small note to M. Henry, 
who, on perusal, said to a police-officer, “ CoudAct this gentle- 
man to the chest.” The chest w'as in this instance the Sylves- 
tre-Chamber (a place of confinement), where my friend the 
porter, had a little liesnre for salutary reflection. 

I was not certain of Fossard’s residence, hut yet relied on 
the indications given to me, and I was provided with the ne- 
cessary power for his apprehension. Then the “ richard du 
Marais” (the rich old man of the Marais) was suddenly me- 
tamorphosed into a coalman; and in this costume, under which 
neither the mother who bore me, nor of the agents of the 
police, who saw me daily, could have recognised me, I em- 
j)loyod myself in studying tlie ground on whicli I should so 
shortly be compelled to niaiUKUvre. 

The friends of FoNsard — that is, his denouncers — bad advised 
that the agents employed in bis apprehension should ))e warned 
that he was always iirovided with a dagger and pistols, one of 
which latter, with double barrels, was concealed in a cambric 
Handkerchief which he always licld in his hand. This infor- 
mation called for precaution ; and besides, from the known 
dcspcrjition of Fossard’s character, it was certain that, to avoid 
a confinement worse than death, he would not hesitate about a 
mimler. I felt no anxiety to become his victim ; and thought 
that it would sensibly diminish my chance of peril, if I came 
to a previous imderntanding with the vintner whose tenant 
Fossard was. The vintner was a good fellow enough, but thie 
j)oiice is always in such ill odotir, that it is no easy matter to 
procure the assistance of honest men. 1 determined to bring 
him over to my side, by making it much to his interest to do 
so. I had visited his house several times in my double dis- 
guise, and had leisure to make myself acquainted with all the 
localities, as well as with the sort of visiters who came there 
I then went in my usual dress, and accosting the man, told 
him I wished to speak with him in private. He took me inte 
a small room, when I tluis addressed him 

“ I have to inform you,from the police, that a plan is formed 
to rob your house *, the thief who has devised the means, anc 
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who probably intends perpetrating the robbery himself, lodges 
in your house ; the female who lives with him comes some- 
times behind your counter* sees your wife, and whilst convers- 
ing with her, has contrived to get the impression of the key 
which opens the door by which the proposed entry is to be 
made. All is airanged ; the alarum is to be cut with nippers 
whilst the door is a-jar ; once inside, tlicy wull ascend quickly 
to your chamber; and if they have any suspicion that you are 
awake, as it is a perfect ruffian who concerts the project, thcro 

is no need for me to tell you what will ensue ” ** Tliey 

will cut our throats,” £>aid the alarmed vintner, and then called 
Ills wife to communicate the iotolllgcnce. — ‘‘Oh, my love, 
what a world we live in— trust nobody ! That madame Hazard, 
who seemed too good to have a sin to confess — would you 
believe it — actually contemplates the cutting of our throats ! 
This very night they will come v^nd settle the business.”— “ No 
no, be quiet,” I replied, “not this night; the till is not full 
enough, they wait until the fitting time ; but if you are discreet 
and will second me, w^e will defeat them.** ' 

Madame Hazard was mademoispUe Tonneau, who had as- 
sumed the name by which Fossard was known in the Imuse ; 
and 1 desired the vintner and liis wife, who were gladly led hy 
me, to treat their lodgers as usual. It need not be asked how 
willingly tliey followed my instructions ; and it was agreed 
between us tliat to .see Fossanl go out, and to be able to decide 
on the be.st time to seize on him, I should cnseoiice myself in 
a small closet under the stairs. 

At an early hour on tin* 2t)th of December, I betook myself 
to my station ; it was desiicrately cold, the watch was y pro- 
tracted one, and the more painful as we had no hre: motioii- 
Jess, howiivor, and my eye fixed against a small hole in tlie 
fthutter, I kept rny post. At last about tlircc o’clock, i e went 
out; I doliowed, gladly, and recognised him; for up to that 
period 1 had my doubts. Certain now of his identity, I wi.shcd 
at that moment to put into execution the order for his appre- 
hension ; but the oiUcer who was with me said he saw the ter- 
rible pistol. •That I might authenticate the fact, 1 walked 
quickly and passed Fossard: and then returning, saw clearly 
that tlie agent was right. To attempt to arrest him would 
have been useless, and 1 resolved to defer it ; and on recalling 
to mind that u fortnight before 1 had flattered myself with the 
prospect of apprehending Fossard on the 1st of January, I was 
not displeased at the delay ; but till theu my vigilanc<» was nut 
to be relaxed for a single instant. 

On the 31fit of December, at eleven o’clock, when all my 
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!)atteries were charged and my plans perfect, Fossard returned, 
and without distrust ascended the staircase shaking with cold ; 
and twenty minutes after, the disappearance of the light indi- 
cated that he was in bed. The moment had now arrired. The 
commissary and gendarmes, summoned by mo, were waiting at 
the nearest guard- house until I should call them, and then 
enter quietly ; we deliberated on the most efl’ectual mode of 
seizing Fossard without running the risk of being killed or 
^ wounded ; lor tlicy'were i>ersuadecl that unless surprised this 
robber would defend himself desperately. 

My hrst thought was to do nollting till daybreak, as I had 
been told that Fossard’s companion went down very early to 
get the milk ; we should then seize her, and after having taken 
the key from her, we should enter the room of her lover ; but 
might it not happen, that, contrary to his usual custom, he 
might go out first I Tiiis reflection led me to adopt another 
expedient. 

The vintner’s wife, in whose favour, as I was told, M. Hazard 
was much prepossessed, had one of her nephews at her house, 
a lad about ten years of age, intelligent bej^ond his years, and 
i the more desirous of getting money as he was a ISorman. I 
promised him a reward on condition that under pretenec of 
his aunt’s being taken suddenly^ ill, he should go and beg 
Madame Hazard to give him some Eau de Cologne. I desired 
the little chap to assume the most piteous tone he could ; and 
was so well satisfied will) a specimen he gave me, that I began 
to distribiUe the parts to my j)erfonners. The di.niouemeiit 
was near at hand, 1 made all my party take off their shoes, 
doing the same ni3^self, that we might not be heard whils t 
going up stairs. The little snivelling pilot was in his shirt ; 
he rang the bell — no one answered ; again he rang ; — Who’S 
there was heard. — “ It is 1, Madame Hazard ; it is Louis : 

my poor aunt is very bad, and begs you will Ik? so very obliging - 
as to give her a little Eau de Cologne — Oh ! she is dying ! — I 
have got a light.” 

The door was opened ; and scarcely had Mademoiselle I’on- 
neau presented herself, when two powerful gendarmes seized 
on her, and fiistoiicd a napkin over her moutli to prevent her 
crying out. At the same instant, with more rapidity than the 
lion when darting on his prey, I threw myself upon Fossard, 
who, slupified by what was doing, and already fast bound and 
confined in his bed, was my prisoner before he could make a 
single movement, or utter a single word. So great was his 
amazement, that it was nearly an hour before he could articu- 
late even a few words. When a light was brought and he saw 
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my black face, and garb of a coalman, he experienced such an 
increase of terror, that I really believe he imagined himself in 
the devil’s clutches. On coming to himself, he thought of his 
arms, his pistols and dagger, which were upon the table ; and 
turning his eyes towards them, he made a struggle, hut that 
was all ; for icduced to the impossibility of doing any jnischi i.'f, 
he was passive, and contented himself with “ chewing the cud 
of sweet and bitter fancy.” 

On searching the domicile of this formidable brigand, a 
great quantity of jewels were found; diamonds and cash to tlie 
amount of eight or ten thousand francs. Fossard having r ■- 
covered his spirits, told n-e that under the marble of the (‘hiin- 
ney -piece were ten notes of a thousand francs each. “'PalvT 
them,” said he : “we will divide, or you shall take ns much ns 
you please.” I took the notes, and getting into a fiacre, 
soon reached M. Henry’s office, where we dejiosited the IxDty 
found ill Fossard’s apartment. On making out the inventory, 
w’hen w’e came to the last item, the commissary, who had ac- 
companied me in the enterprize, said, “ It now only remains to 
conclude the proctis-verhal.” — “Stay one moment,” 1 cried, 
“here arc ten thousand francs which the prisoner has handed 
over to me.” I displayed this sum, to tlie great regret of 
Fossard, who gave me one of those looks whicli would sa}^ 
“ This is a turn I will never forgive.” 

Fossard entered early on a career of crime. Born of reputa- 
ble parents, he had received a good education ; his friends 
had done all in their power to divert him from his vicious 
courses, but in spite of good advice, he had thrown himself 
Headlong into the vortex of bad company. He began by steal- 
ing trifling articles ; hut soon after, having acquired a decided 
taste for such pursuits, and blushing, no doubt, at being con- 
founded with ordinary robbers, “pe4ty larceny knaves,” lie 
adopted what the gentlemen style, a “ distinguished line.” Tiie 
famous Victor Hesbois and Noel wdtli the Spectacles, wlio now 
honour the Bagne at Brest with their dislingnishnd presence, 
were his associates ; and they committed togelj^fcr those rob- 
beries which led to their imprisonment for life. Noel, wlioso 
talents as a musician, and in his quality of teacher of the 
piano-forte, got access to all the rich houses, took impressions 
^ of the keys, which Fossard then fabricated. It was an art in 
which he defied Qpngei and all the locksmiths in the world to 
E surpass him : however complicated the lock, however ingeni- 
I ous and difficult the secret, nothing resisted the efforts of his 
skill. 

It may be easily conceived what advantage he made of such 
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a p(>rnicicus taient; being, moreover, a man who could insinu- 
ate himself into the company of honest persons, and then dupo 
them. Besides, he was a close and frigid character, to which 
he added courage and perseverance. Ills comrades regarded 
hini as the prince of thieves; and in fact amongst the ‘Uip- 
top cracksmen ’* that is, in the aristocracy of robbers, I never 
knew luit Cognard, Pontis, Comte de Si. Helene, and Jossas, 
who were at all comparable with him. 

After I had reinstated liiiu at the Bagno, Fo^^ard often at- 
tempted to escape. Some liberated prisoners who have lately 
seen him, Iiave assur^'d me that he only longs for liberty, that 
he may avenge himself on me. They say he has threatened to 
kill nte. If the accomplishment of this kind intention de- 
pended solely on him, 1 am sure he would keep his word, if it 
were only to give? a proof of his intrepidity. Two circumstances 
that have been told me, will give some idea of tlic man. 

One dav Ih^ssard w'as about to commit a robbery in an apart- 
ment on the second story : his comrades, who were wateliing 
without, were stupid enougii to allow the proprietor to ascend 
the staircast' ; and he, on putting the key into the door, opened 
it, went through several rooms, and on getting to an innei 
elosi-t, saw the thief at work; but Fossard, putting himself on 
die defensive, escaped. A window was open near him, and, 
darting out of it, ho fell into the street without injury, and dis- 
«ippearcd as swift as lightning. 

Another time, whilst ho was escaping, he was surprised on 
the tiles of Bicetre, and fired at. Fossard, never disconcerted, 
contiiiueif' to walk along without stopping or hastening his 
steps, and getting to that side which looks into the fields, he 
slid down. The fall was enough to have broken a hundred 
necks, but he received no hurt ; only the slide was so rapid 
that his clothes w'cro rent in shreds. 



CHAPTER XXX. 


I t>o not Otiiik that amongst the readers of these Memoirs one 
will be found who, even by chance, has set foot at Guillotin’r., 
an unsophisticated adulterer of wines, whose esUiMisIunent, 
well known to the most degraded classes of robbers, is situate 
o])posito to the Cloaque Desnoyers, which the rail’ of the Bar- 
riere call the drawing-room of la Courtille. A workman may 
he honest to a certain extent and venture in, en passant, to 
pap.a Desnoyers. Xf he he awake, and keep his eye on Iho 
(joinpany, although a row should commence, he may, by the 
aid of the gendarmes, escape with only a few blows, and pay 
no one’s scot but his own. At Guiilotin’s he wull not come 
off so well, particularly if his toggery be over spruce, and his 
pouch has chink in it. 

Picture to yourself, reader, a square room of considerable 
magnitude, the wails of which, once white, hav(* been black- 
ened by every species of exhalation. Such is, in all its simple 
modesty, the aspect of a temple consecrated to the wmrship of 
Bacchus and Terpsichore. At hrst, by a very natural optical 
illusion, we are struck by the confined space before us, but the 
eye, after a time, piercing through the thick atmosphere of a 
thousand vapours which are most inodorous, the extent be- 
comes visible by details which escape in the first chaotic 
glimpse. It is the moment of creation, all is bright, the fog 
disappears, becomes peopled, is animated, forms appear, they 
move, they are agitated, they are no illusory shadows, but, on 
the contrarj”, essentially material, which cross and recross at 
every moment. What beatitudes ! what a joyous life ! Never, 
even for the Bpicureans, were so many felicities assembled 
together. Those who like to wallow in filth, can find it here 
to their hearts’ content : many seated at tables, on which^ 
without ever being wiped away, are renewed a hundred limes 
s day the most disgusting libations, close in a square space 
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reiervcd for what they call the dancers. At the farther end of 
this infected cave there is, supported by four worm-eaten 
pillars, a sort of alcove, constructed from broken-up ship- 
timber, which is graced by the appearance of two or three rags 
of old tapestry. It is on this chicken c#op that the music is 
perched : two clarionets, a hurdy-gurdy, a cracked trumpet, 
and a grumbling bassoon — five instruments wliose harmonious 
movements are regulated by the crutch of Monsieur Double- 
Croche, a lame, dwarf, wdio is called the leader of ^e orchestra. 
Here all is in liarmony — the faces, costumes, the food that is 
prepared ; a genteel appearance is scouted. There is no closet 
in which walking-sticks, umbrellas, and clonks are deposited ; 
tlie women have their hair all in confusion like a poodle dog, 
and the kerchief perched on the top of the head, or in* a knot 
tied in front, with the corners in a rosette, or, if you prefer it, 
a cockade, which threatens the eye in tlie same mamier as 
tliose of the country mules. As for tlie men, it is a waistcoat 
with a cap and falling collar, if they have a shirt, whieh is the 
regulated costume ; breeches are not insisted on ; the supreme 
bon ton would be aii artilleryman's cap, the fr(K'k of an Inissar, 
the pantaloon of a lancer, the boots of a guardsman, in fact 
the cast-off attire of three or four regiments, or the wardrobe 
of a field of battle ; and there is no out mid outer thus attired 
hut is the fmicy vian of these ladies, wlio ndor.c the cavalry, 
and have a decided taste for the dross of the whole army; hut 
nothing so much pleases them as mustaclnos, and a broad red 
cap adorned with leather of the same colour. 

In this assembly, a beaver hat, unless napless and hrimless, 
w'onld be very rare ; no one ever remembers to have seen a 
coat there, and should any one dare to present himself in a 
groat coat, unless a fnviily man, he w'ould he sure to depart 
skirtless, or only in Ins waistcoat. In vain would lie ask par- 
don for those flaps which had ollended the eyes of the noble 
assembly; too happy would he be if, after having been bandied 
and knocked about with the utmost unanimity as a greenhorn, 
only one skirt should be left in the hands of these youthful 
beauties. 

Desrioyers’ is the resort of the lower orders ; but before 
stepping over the threshold of the cabaret of Guillotin, even 
the canaille themselves look twice ; as in this repository are 
only to be seen prostitutes with their bullies, pick-pockets, and 
thieves of all classes, some prigs of the lowest grade, and many 
of those nocturnal marauders who divide their existence into 
two parts, consecrating it to the duties of theft and riot. It 
.may be supposed that slang is the only language pf this dp* 
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lightful society; it is generally in French, but so perverted 
from its primitive signihcation, that there is not a member of 
the distinguished “ company of forty ” wlio can Ratter himself 
with a full knowledge of it, and yet the ** dons of Guillotin’s ” 
have their purists : those who assert that slang took its rise in 
the East, and without thinking for a moment of disputing their 
talent as Orientalists, they take that title to themselves without 
any ceremony, as also that of Argonauts, when they have com- 
pleted thcir«tudies under the direction of the galley-scrjeants, 
in working, in the port of Toulon, the dormant navigalion on 
board a vessel in dock. If notes were pleasing to m<v I could 
here seize the opportunity of making some very learned re- 
marks. 1 should, perhaps, go into a profound disquisition, 
but I am about to paint tlic paradise of these baccbunaliaiis 
ibo colours are prepared — let us linish the picture. 

If they drink at Guillotin’s, they eat also, and the mysteries 
of the kitchen of this place of delights are well worthy of being 
known. I'hc little father Guillotin has no butcher, but he has 
A purveyor; and in his brass stewpans, the venligrisc of which 
never poisons, the dead horse is transformed into heef a-la- 
mode ; the thighs of the dead dogs found in line Guthiegaud 
become legs of mutton from the salt uiarshes ; and the magic 
of a piquant sauce gives to i\u^. staggariu^ bob (dead-born vud) 
of the cow-feeder the appetizing look of that ofPoiitoise. W 
are told that the cL’ccr in winter is cxccilcnt, when the rot pre 
vails ; and if ever bread were scarce in summer during the* 
“ massacre of the iiuioeents,'* mutton was to he had here at a 
very cheap rate. 

In this country of metamorphoses the hare never had the 
right of citizenship ; it was compelled to yield to the rabbit, 
and the rabbit — how liappy the rats are I 

f ** 0 fortuiiati nimiun} — si 7i6rint,” 

It was the Domine of St. Mande who taught me this quota- 
tion; he told me it was Latin, perhaps it maybe Greek or 
Hebrew ; — no matter, I leave it, come what may, to the will of 
God ; but still, if the rats could ever have seen what 1 have 
seen, unless they had been an ingrate and perverse race, they 
would have opened a subscription for the erection of a statue 
to the Liberator^ little father Guillotin. 

One evening, led by iny inclination, which a good French- 
man always follows, I went out ; in my road I accidentally 
pushed against a door, it gave way, and, by the freshness of the 
air, I found I was in a court ; the place was propitious, and I 
groped along, until I made a trip over some paving stones 
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which had been left in the way. I stretched out niy arms te 
recover n^yself, and whilst with one hand I grasped hold of a 
post, I seized with the other something very soft and very long. 
I was in darkness, hut lancicd I saw several sparks shining, 
and by the touch I thought I recognised a certain velvet a})** 
pondage of a quadru})cd’s vertebral column. 1 kept hold ot a 
bunch of it, and drawing it through my hand, there remainc'd 
a packet of spoils, with which I entered the room at the very 
moment when M. Double-Croche, pointing out the figures t(. 
the dancers, was howling out la queue du chat "* — (the cat’s 
tail). 

It needs not to he asked how very a propos this was; there 
xvas throughout the assembly a general mewing, but it was nnlj- 
ajokc, the lovers of fricassee mewed lik;/^ the rest, and, after 
liaving taken their caps off, they said, “ Come on, here is t]u‘ 
good stufl’l Covered by cat-skin, and fed on cats, wo shall not 
soon be in want ; the mother of lom-cats is not yet dead.” 

Father Guillotin consumed generally more oil than cotton, 
hut I can, nevertheless, aifirm, that, hi n)y time, some ban- 
quets have been spread at his cabaret, which, subtracting the 
liquids, could not have cost more at the caf6 Riche nr at Grig- 
tiou’s. I remember six individuals, named Drianeourt, 

: Vilattes, Ritroux, and three others, who found means to spend 
Ififi francs there in one night. In fact, each of them had witli 
him his favourite hella. The citizen no doubt pretty well 
fleeced them, but they did not complain, and that quarter of an 
hour wliich Rabelais had so much difficulty in passing, caused 
them no trouble ; they paid like grandees, without forgetting 
the waiter. I apprehended them whilst they were paying the 
hill, wdiich they had not even taken the trouble of examining. 
Thieves are generous when they are caught “ i’ the vein.” 
They had just committed many considerable robberies, which 
they are now repenting in the Bagnes of France. 

It can scarcely be believed that in the centre of civilization, 
there can exist a den so hideous as the cave of Guillotin ; it 
must be seen, as I have seen it, to be believed. Men or women 
all smoked as they danced, the pipe passed from mouth to 
mouth, and the most refined gallantry that could he offered to 
the nymphs who came to this rendezvous, to display their 
graces in the postures and attitudes of the indecent Chahut, 
was, to offer them the prunequ^ that is, the quid of tobacco, 
submitted or not, according to the degree of familiarity, to the 
test of a previous mastication. The peace-officers and inspect** 
ors were characters too greatly distinguished to appear 
aixK^ngst such an assemblage* they kept themselves most sern 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ 


84G 

pulously aloof, to avoid so repugnant a contact; I myself was 
much disgusted with it, but at the same time was persuaded^ 
that to discover and apprehend malefactors it would not do to 
wait until they should come and throw themselves into my 
arms ; 1 therefore determined to seek them out, and that my 
searches might not be fruitless, I endeavoured to find out their 
haunts, and then, like a iisherman who has found a preserve, 1 
cast my line out with a certainty of a bite. I did not lose my 
time in searching for a needle in a bottle of hay, as the saying 
is; when \vc lack water, it is useless to go to the source of a 
dried- up stream and wait for a shower of rain ; but to quit all 
metaplior, and speak plaii.ly — the spy who really means to 
ft'rret out the robbers, ought, as much as possible, to dwell 
amongst them, tluit he may gras]) at every opportunity which 
presents itself of drawing down upon their heads the sentence 
of the laws. Upon this principle I acted, and this caused my 
rt'cruits to say that 1 made men rohhers ; I certainly have, in 
this way, made a vast many, particularly on my first connexion 
witli the police. 

On a particular afternoon I had a presentiment that a visit 
to Guillotin’s would not he without its results. Without being 
su])crstitioiis, 1 know not why, 1 have always followed those in- 
S])irations ; 1 put my wardrobe in requisition, and, after having 
suited myself so as not to bear any appearance of being a 
greenhorn, I left my house with another secret agent, named 
Jliboulet, a downy cove, whom all the liouris of the boozing Jeen 
claimed as their chevalier, as did also tlic milliners’ girls, who 
considered him as a complete kiddy. For such an excursion, 
a woman was an indispensable portion of the baggage, and 
lliboiilet had one who just suited us ; she passed as his mis- 
tress, and w'as a common woman, called Manon la Jllonde, 
on whom he assured me that reliance could he placed. In two 
seconds she rent her woollen stockings in twenty places, lore 
the edges of her red cloak, begrimed her shawl, trod her shoes 
down at heel, dishevelled her locks, and gave to the kerchief 
with wdiich she graced her brows that indescribable appearance 
which was necessary. She was highly delighted with the cha- 
racter she had to perform. 

Thus attired and prepared, we set out togctlicr, arrn-in-arm, 
towards la Courtille. On reaching the cabaret, we seated our- 
selves, at a table in the corner, that we might the more easily 
watch whatever should pass. Baboulet was one of those men 
who.se very appearance commanded instant attention: he 
bad not spoken nor bad I, but yet we were instantly attended 
to. 
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" You sec/' said lie, tlie cove knows the time o'cla}^ the 
h/eh (wine), meat, and salad." 

I asked if we could not have a matelote of eels. 

“ Snakes," cried Manon, do you want 1 cag-mag and sni-* 
YvUcrs (slinking meat and onions) would be as good." 

1 said no more, and we began to eat with as much appetite 
as if we had never been initiated into the mysteries of papa 
(riiillotin’s cookery. 

During the repast, a noise at the door attracted our atten- 
tion, It proceeded from some conquerors who made their 
triumphal entry : men and women six in number, forming 
three couples of individuals whose "human face divine " was 
most tremendously disfigured : they all had scratched counte- 
nances and black eyes ; by the bloody disorder of their attire, 
.and the freshness of their dilapidations in face and garments, 
it was easy to perceive that they were the heroes of some spree, 
in whiel) on both sides the quaiicl had been decided by iisty- 
euils. 'riiey approached our table. 

OF THE Heroes. " Hy your leave, my trumps, is thti'c 
j)Mm for us on this here seat.^" 

1. " We shall be squeezed a little, but never mind " {making 

V.'riot). 

lliROULET (nddressitfg me). " Come, my covey, make room 
f »r the gcntleinen." 

Manon ( io the. fresh arrivals). " Are these ladies with you ?" 

One OF THE Heroines. "Vat is it you say? {turning to 
he*' friends)^ vat does she say?" 

Her Pai., "Hold your jaw, Titine (Celestinc), the lady 
!sai(l nothing to adront you." 

The w'hole party seated themselves. 

A Hero. " Halloo! come here, daddy Guillotin; o. IHtle 
hJack father, four year old, for eight mag.'* (A four-quart jug 
for eiglit sous), 

Guillotin. "Coming, coming." 

The Waiter (with the jug in his hand). Thirty-two mag, 
if you please." 

" ITl give you two and thirty kicks of the , you’re 

chaffing us, my rum Tin." 

Waiter. " !No, my knowing ones, but it’s the custom, or, if 
you like, the way of this here house." 

The wine was poured into all the glasses, and they also filled 
Turs. " Excuse the liberty,” said the Ganymede of the party* 

" Oh, there’s no harm done," replied lliboulet. 

"You know one politeness requires another." 

" But you are too polite." 
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** Oh no, drink away, nunky pays for all.’^ 

“ You are riglit, my boys, so pusli the wiii< about/’ 

We did push it about, and so well that abo.it t('n o’clock in 
the evening all the sympathy left between us was manifested 
by protestations, sight being lost; and by tlu so explosions of 
<lrunken tenderness winch develop ?dl the inlirrnities of tlic 
human heart. 

When the hour of parting had arrived, oin new acquaint- 
ances, and particularly the softer sex, were coinph'tely drunk, 
iliboulet and his mistress were only somewhat elevated, as well 
as myself ; they liad preserved their senses, but to aj)pear all 
in unison we pretended to be so tipsy as to be unable to walk ; 
formed into a phalanx, because in that way the gusts of wind 
are less to be feared, we left the theatre of our pleasures. 
Then, that W'e might neutralize, by the aid of a c/tanf, the reel- 
ing tendencies of our troop, Riboulet, with a voice whose 
echoes vibrated in every court and alley, began to sing, in the 
most finished slang of his time, one of those ballads with a 
^chorus, which are as long as to-day and to-morrow. 

“ As from ken (a) to ken I was going, 

Doing a hit on the prigging lay; {?/) 

Who shoul i I meet, but a jolly blowen (i ) 

Tol lol, lol lol, tol derol, ay ; 

Wlio should I meet, hut a jolly blowen, 

Who was fly (d) to the time o’day.(t') 

“ Who should I meet, hut a jolly blowen, 

Wlio was fly to the time o’day ; 

I pattered in flash (/), like a covey (y), knowing, 

Tol lol, &c. 

* Ay, bub or grubby (//), I say.’ 

“ I pattered in flash, like a covey knowing, 

‘ Ay, bub or grubby, I say/ — 

‘Lots of gaiter’ (<), quo’ she, ‘ are flow'ing, 


(a) Ken — shop, bouse. 

(i>) Prigging lay — thieving business. 

(c) Blowen — girl, strumpet, sweetlieart. 

(d) Fly [contraction of^a.'j/f], awake — up to, practised in. 

(e) Time o' day — ^knowledge of businesSf thieving, &c. 

.(/) Pattered in jZa67*-— spoke \n slang. 

(y) Covey — man. 



01 Nvoocn. 


T >\ lol, &c. 

Loi I mu a lift in tlie family way. (J) 

** * L ts of gattor,* quo’ she, * are flowing, 

! ! iui me a lift in the family way. 

V« ; may have a crih(A:) to stow in, 

'Tol lol, 8cc\ 

V. el come, my pal, (/) as tlie flowers in May* 

“ ‘ You may liave a erih to stow in ; 

'Welcome, my pal, as the flow’crs in May.' 

To her ken at one* 1 go in, 

Tol lol, &c. 

'Where in a corner out of the wry ; 

To her ken at once I go in, 

'Where in a corner, out of the w’ay, 

With his smeller, (?») a trumpet blowing, 

Tol lol, &c. 

A regular swell -cove («) liishy (o) lay. 

With his smeller, a trumpet blowing, 

A regular swell-cove lushy lay ; 

To his dies (p) my hooks (</) I throw in, 

Tol lol, &c. 

And collar his dragons (r) clear away. 

** To his dies my hooks I throw in, 

And collar his dragons dear away ; 

Til on his ticker (»'>•) I set a-going, 

Tol lol, &c. 

And his onions, (^) chahi, and key. 

“ Then his ticker I sot a-going, 

With Ills onions, chain, and key, 

Next slipt otf his bottom do’ing, 

Tol lol, &c. 

And his gingerbread topper gay. 

(./) Fcimi / 1 /— ihh\e& in general. The family way — the thieving 
line. 

(/t*) Crib — bed, (/) Pal — friend, companion, paramour. 

(r«) Smeller — nose. Trumpet-blowing here is not slang, 

but poetry for siiwing. 

(n) gentleman, dandy, (o) Ltishy — drunk. 

( 7 ^) Cites — pockets. {q) IJooks — fingers; in full, 

hooUs, (r) Collar his dragntis — take his sovereigns. 

(.«) Ticker — watch. (/) Owio«j?-*-seals. 
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Next slipt oft’ his bottom clo’ing^, 

And his gingerbread topper gay. 

Then his other toggery (u) stowing, 

Tol lol, &c. 

All with the swag, (y) I sneak away. 

“ Then his other toggery stowing, 

All with the swag, 1 sneak away ; 

* Tramp it, tramp it, my jolly blowen, 

Tol lol, &c. 

Or be grabbed (w) by the beaks (.r) we may. 

' Tramp it, tramp it, my jolly blowen, 

Or he grabbed by the beaks we may ; 

And we shall caper a-heelrand-toeing, 

Tol lol, &c. 

. A Newgate hornpipe some fine day. 

* And we shall caper a-heel-and-towing, 

A Newgate hornpipe some fine day ; 

'Willi the mots, (y) their ogles (r) tlirowing, 
Tol lol, Sf'-:. 

And old Co- 'ion (aa) humming his pray. (U*) 

“ * With tlie mots their ogles tlirowing, 

And old Cotton humming his pray ; 

And the Ibgle-huiiters (ce) doii.g, 

Tol lol, tic. 

Their murning fake (d/f) in the prigging lay.’ 


Kiboulet having been safely delivered of his fourteen coup- 
lets, Maiion la lilonde was desiroua of evincing the powers of 
her lungs. “ Now for another T’ said she. 

The chorus, which we took up, as it were, from Maiioirs 
mouth, was repeated eight or ten times, in a manner which 
almost broke the windows of the house about us. After this 
burst of bacchanalian hilarity, the first fumes of wine, which 


w) Toggery — clothes, front to^a. (o) Swap — plunder. 
w) Grabbed — taken. Beaks — police-officers, 

(y) Mots — girls. (^) Offles^-eyes, 

(aa) Otd Cotton — the Ordinary, of ‘Newgate. 

(bb) Humming his pray — saying his prayers. 

(cc) Fogk^hunters — pickpockets. 
idd) Morning fake^motmng thievery. 
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axe usually most potent, beginning somewhat to dissipate, 
we entered into conversation. The chapter of confidences, 
according to custom, opened by interrogatories. I did not 
require to be much questioned, but went beyond the com- 
munications' which they desired to know: a stranger in 
Paris, I had only knovyn Riboulet in prison at Valen- 
ciennes, when he was sent back to his regiment as a de- 
serter ; he was a college chum (a fellow-prisoner), whom I had 
met again. As to the rest, I took care to represent myself in 
colours which charmed them : I was a thorough ouUand^outer^ 
I know not what I had not done, and was ready to do any- 
thing. I unbosomed myself that they might unbosom as 
freely in their turn ; it is a tactic which has often been suc- 
cessful with me: the party soon chattered like magpies, and 1 
became as well acquainted with all tlicir doings as if ] had 
never been separated from tliem. They told me their names, 
residences, exploits, misfortunes, hopes; they had met a man 
who was really worthy of their confiden . * returnetT it, i 
suited them, and all Wctis said. 

Such explanations always make a man thirsty, more or less* 
all tlio liquor-shops in our road were visited : more tlian a 
hundred toasts were drunk in honour of our new convention, 
and W(* were not to separate again. “ Come along witli us, 
come,” they said, and they were so pressing, that, quite un- 
able to refuse their importunities, 1 agreed to go to their 
abode, Hue des Filles-Dieu — No. 14, where they lodged in 
a furnished house. Once in their abode, it was impossible 
to refuse a share of their bed : it is difficult to describe 
what good fellows they were ; and so was I, and they were 
the better convinced of it, as, during an hour, whilst I 
pretended to be sleeping, my friend Kiboiilet passed a 
eulogy on me, in a low tone of voice, of which not even 
half was true, or I should have richly merited a sentence 
for ten times the term of my natural life. At last Kihoulet 
had so completely placed me in good odour with our hosts, 
that about break of day they ])roposed to me to go out upon a 
with tlicm, a robbery which they had planned in the Hue 
dii la Verrerie. 

I had only just time to warn the chief of the second divi- 
sion, who made liis arrangements so well, that they were ap- 
prehended with the property about their persons. Hiboulet 
and I remained on the look out, to give alarm in case of 
danger, as the thieves believed, but, in fact, to see if the po- 
lice were on tlicir posts. When tliey passed near us, all thre« 
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jTi a coach, whence they could not see us, “ Well said 
Riboiilet, “there they are, taken in the very act.“ They 
were also condemned ; and if the naines of Debuirc, Ilol^, 
and Hippolytc, called la Biche, are still on the muster-roll 
at the Bagnes, it is the result of an evening passed at 
Ouillotin’s amongst the children of the sun. 



CHAPTER XXXI 


'3’iTinvrs frequently fell into iny clutches when I least ex- 
pf'cted them ; it was said that their evil g-cnius impedled tlieiu 
to come and find me. It must he confessed that those wlio 
‘ thus flung themselves into the wolfs throat, were horribly 
unlucky or inf rnnlly stupid. ^Vhcll I saw with wliat facility 
the majority of them gave themselves up, I was really asto- 
nished that (liey should have chosen a jirotVssion in which, 
t<» avoid perihs, so many precautions arc necessary : some of 
them were such good-natured fellows, that I considered as 
almost miraculous the impunity which they liad enjoyed up to 
tlie moment wdu n they iriet me, and paid the reckoning of 
th(;ir crimes. It is incredible that any individuals created 
expressly to fall into any plot or snare, should have awaited 
my coming the noliee to be caught. Before my lime the 
])oHce was either most clumsily arranged, or else I was sin- 
gularly fortunate: under any circumstances it is, as they say, 

give a man luck and fling him into the sea.” The follow- 
ing recital is in point. One day, towards twilight, dressed 
lik(> a w'orkman of the dockyards, 1 was seated on the parajjct 
of the Quai de Gevres, when 1 saw', coming towards me, an 
individual whom I knew to he one of the frequenters of tlie 
Ih'titc Chaise and the Bon Puiis, two cabarets of renown for 
robbers. 

” Good evening, Jean Louis,” said this person, accosting 
me. 

Good evening, my lad,” 

” What the devil are you doing there ? You look as if you 
were funking ?” 

” What do you mean, my boy ? When the belly grumbles 
the mouth mumbles.” 

” What ! the cupboard empty, that is not right for you* 
who are one of thc/awi/y,” 
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Very true, but 'tis sa" 

“ Come along, then, let us have a quart at Niguenac’s : I 
have twenty browns left, and we will see how far they will gp/' 

lie conducted 4ne to a vintner’s, and called for a bottle, and 
then, leaving me for an instant, returned with two pounds of 
potatoes. “Here,” he said, putting them smoking hot upon 
the table, “ here are some gudgeons caught with a spade in 
the fields of Sablons ; they arc not fried tliough.” 

“ ’J’hcse are oranges, but we want some salt.” 

“ Salt, my lad, that will not ruin us.” 

The salt was brought, and, although an hour before I liad 
made an excellent dinner at Martin’s, 1 fell on the potatoes, 
and devoured them as if I had not tasted food for a couple of 
days. 

“ You peg away,” said he, “ as if you would crash your 
ivorws (teetli) ; one would think that you w'ere tucking in at 
a regular sprea/J.” 

I “ Oh, mv lad, all that goes down the gullet fills the belly.” 

“ Very true, very true.” 

Mouthful followed mouthful with prodigious rapidity, and 
I did nothing but peel and swallow' : I cannot tell how' it was 
that I was not literally crammed, but iny stomach had never 
been more complaisant. At last my task w'as done, my com- 
rade offered me a quid, and thus addressed me. 

On the word of a man, and as true as my name is Masson, 
and is the same as my father’s, 1 have always considered you 
a hearty blade ; I know you have been unfortunate, I have 
been told so, but the devil’s hoof is not always at the poor 
man’s door, and if you like I can put yon on a good scent.” 

“ That would not, perhaps, suit me, for my rigging is not 
over and above excellent.” 

*• True ! I see, I see (looking at my clothes, whicli ivero 
ratlior tattered), it .seems that at this moment you are not the 
luckiest cove in the world.” 

“ Very right : I have most urgent need of a new fit out.” 

“ In that case come w'ith me, I have a locksmith’s daughter 
with which I shall clear out an apartment this evening.” 

“ Tell me all about it, for I must leani the particulars be- 
fore I can join you in it.” 

“ What a flat you arc, there is no occasion for you to be 


/y-” - 

Oh I that is all true as gospel, and I am your man, only 
you can explain in two words — 

“ Now, hold your pab^ I tell you my plan w settled, and the 
Tbooty sure ; the feiwe's ken ( receiver’s house) is only a stone’s 
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throw off. As soon as prigged, so soon disposed of ; it is n 
good liaiil, and you shall have your whack." 

Come, then, let us be off." 

Masson conducted me to tlie houlevard Saint Denis, which 
we traversed until \vc came to a heap of stones. There he 
stopped, looked about him to see that no one was watching, 
and then going up to the pile, he took off several lumps, put 
Ills band into the cavity and fished up a bunch of keys. 

" I have now all the herbs of Saint John," said he, and 
we wiil go together to the corn-market." 

On reaching the place, he pointed out to me, at a small 
distance, and almost opposite the giianl-housc, the house 
wliich he intended to enter. 

“ Now, my hoy," said he, “ do not go far distant, wait for 
me, and keep your weather-eye open ; I am going to see if the 
mot has mU%led " (if U# woman of the house has gone out). 

Masson opened thfllKde-door, but no sooner had he shut it 
after him than I rau^ the post, whore making myself known 
to the chief, X hastily told him that a robbery was then com- 
mitting, and that no time w'as to be lost, if they would secure 
tlie robber with tlie property in his possession. Having done 
this, I returned to llie place wligre Masson had left me. 
Hardly had 1 gol there when some pe rson, advancing towards 
me, said, 

" Is it you, Jean Louis ?" 

" Yes, it is rue," was my reply, testifying my astonishment 
that lie had returned empty-handed. 

“ Oil, say notliing about it; a devil of a neighbour came up 
tbo staircase and deranged my plans ; but what is deferred is 
not lost. Minute follows minute and the mutton is boiled at 
last, as you will sec ; one must not compromise oneself." 

He then left me again, and was not long in reappearing with 
a very large bundle, under the w'eight of which he was almost 
sinking. He passed me without uttering a w^ord : I followed, 
and walking In close files, two guards, armed only with the 
bayonet, followed him also, making the least possible noise. 

It was necessary to know where he deposited bis booty. He 
entered a shopkeeper’s at the Hue du Tour (the death’s head), 
where he only stopped a moment. 

“ It was heavy," said he, on coming out, ** and I Lave still 
a good cast to haul in." 

I allowed him to go on, and returning again to the room he 
had beforr- entered he completed the gutting of it ; an4 
scarcely had ten minutes elapsed before he descended the 
•ce'>nd time, carrying on his head a bed, mattresses, quilts, 
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curtains, and shtM?ts. lie had not had time to make a good 
bundle of them, and on crossing the threshold, being stopped 
by the narrowness of the door, and unwilling to drop his prey, 
he stumbled and almost fell, but, recovering himself, he began 
his journey, beckoning me to follow liim. At a turn of the 
street he came up to me, and said, in a low voice, 

“ 1 think I shall go back the third time, if you will go up 
with me, as we can then get down the window-curtains and 
blinds.” 

“ Af%”ccd,” said I ; ** when one sleeps on straw, curtains are 
a luxury.” 

A luxury, indeed,” said he, smiling ; “ hut no tlirie must 
he lost in chatter, do not go far away and I will hail you ns I 
pass.” 

Masson went- on liis way, hut at a short distance from where 
wo Ijad met we were both stopped. We were lirst coiKluet(‘(i 
to the guard-house, and afterwards to the commissary, wlio 
interrogated us. 

“ There are two of you,*’ said tlie ))uhlic oflfiecr to Masson 
(pointing at me), “ who is this man ? 1 su])pose a thief like 

yourself.” 

” Who is this man? po 1 know him? Ask himself; 
when 1 shall have seen him once more, that will he the second 
time.” 

’* You must not tell me that there is no collusion between 
you, for you were nu‘t together.” 

“There is no collusion, my worthy commissary: he was 
going on one side of tlie way, 1 was coming on the other, just 
as he was nassing dost; beside me, somctlnng slid from me, it 
Was a pillow ; I told him of it, and he stooped to pick it up, 
and just t’nen the guard came up and nahhed us both : this is 
why I am now before you, and I wish I may die if it is not 
the actual truth. Ask him if it is not.” 

The story was not badly imagined, and I took care rrot to 
deny what Masson said, hut follow in his track : at length the 
commissary appeared convinced. “ Have you any papers,” he 
mquired. 1 sluwed a permission of residence, which was 
pronounced correct, and my dismissal was instantly ordered. 
An evident satisfaction pervaded the features of Masson, when 
he heard the words allez-vous coucher (go to bed) addressed 
to x\\e : it was the formula, of my liberty, and he was so much 
rejoiced .at it, that any person must have been blind not to 
perceive it; 

The robber was still kept, and nothing remained but to lay 
kandg on the female receiver before she had disposed of thf 
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property intrusted to }icr. An immediate search was irinde, 
and, surprised in the midst of most material evidence wliich 
condemned her, the death’s head was carried off from hef 
trade at the moment when she least expected it. 

Masson was taken to the prefecture cf police, and the next 
day, according to the custom of thieves, from time imine- 
niorial, when a brother labourer is grabbed, I sent him a tw'o* 
})cnny brown loaf, a hock of bacon, and a franc. 1 was told 
that he felt obliged by the attention, but had not the slightest 
suspicion that he wdio sent him the tribute of the fraternity w'as 
the cause of his mishap. It was only at La Force that he learnt 
that Jean Louis and Vidocq w'ere the same person, and therv 
he devised a singular means of defence ; he asserted that 1 was 
the author of the robbery with which he w'as charged, nni 
that, wanting his aid to remove the propert}^ I had gone lo 
seek him : hut this long story stated to tlie court w^ould not 
hear him out, and Masson in vain pleaded his innocence : he 
was sentenced to incarceration. 

A short time afterwards I was assisting at tlje preparations 
f(»r the departure of the chain of galley-slaves, when Masson, 
wliom 1 had not seen since his apprehension, saw nie through 
tlie grating. 

“ JIa 1” said he to me, “ Monsieur Jean Louis : and so it 
was you who got me into the stove jug. Oh ! if I had known 
that you w^'re Vidocq 1 would have made you pay for the 
oranges !” 

“ You are a well-wisher of mine, then ; you who made me 
tlie proposal of accompanying you 

“ Yery true, hut you never told me that you were a nose.** 

“ If 1 had told you so I should have betrayed my trust, and 
111 at would not have prevented you from doing the job ; you 
w'ould only have chosen another 

“ Hut you are not the less a rascal ; I, who was so kind to 
you ! Now, I would rather remain here as long as my life 
continued in my body, than be free, as you are, and equally 
dishoTioured.” 

^ “ Kvery man to his taste.” 

“ That is very line ! your taste— -a nose^ a spy — very fine* 
truly I” 

“ Why, it is as respectable a trade as thieving ; besides, but 
for us what w'ould the honest men do 

At these words he burst into a loud fit of laughter. 

” Honest men ! honest men V* he repeated, ” you really 
make me laugh when I am in no grinning mood. Honest 
men ! what would become of them ? do not trouble yourself 
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for it cannot concern you ; when you are at the meadow 
(Bagne) again, you will sing to a different tune.** 

“Oh! he will return there,’* said one of the prisoners who 
Was listening to us. 

“ He,’* cried out Masson, “ we do not want hliu ; luck to 
the jolly boys ! that’s the thing.” 

Every time that my duties called me to Bicctrc I was sure 
that I should have to put up with such reproaches as I received 
from Masson. I seldom entered into discussion with the ])ri- 
Boner who apostrophised me. but I wa.^; not always silent, for 
fear that he might s«])pose, not that I despised him, but that I 
Was afraid of him. Being in the presence of some hundreds 
of malefactors who had all, more or less, to complain of me, 
since they had all been uppreUeuded by me, it may be sup- 
posed that it was necessary to evince some firmness, but this 
firmness was never more requisite than on the day when 
I first made my appearance in the midst of this horrible popu- 
lation. 

I was no sooner the principal agent of the police of safety, 
than, most jealous of the proper fulfilmeut of the duty con- 
fided to me, 1 devoted myself seriously to acquire the nccea- 
,sary information. It seemed to mo an excellent method to 
■class, as accurately as possible, the descriptions of all the in- 
dividuals at whom the finger of justice was pointed. J could 
thereby more readily recogni.se them if they should es- 
cape, and at the expiration of tb.c sentence it became more 
easy for me to have that surveillance over them that was re- 
quired of me. I tlien solicited from M. Henry authority to go 
to Biectre with my auxiliaries, that I might examine, diiring 
the operation of fettering, both the convicts of Paris and tliose 
from the provinces, wlio generally assemble on tlio same chain. 
M. Henry made many observations to turn me from a step 
of which the advantages did not seeni to him proportioned 
to the imminent danger to which I should thereby expose 
myself. 

“ I am informed,” said he to me, “ that the prisoners have 
conspired to play you some mischievous trick. If you persist 
—if you go at the departure of the chain, yon will afford them 
an opportunity wliich they have long anxiously avc'aited: and, 
by my honour, whatever precaution you may take, I will not 
insure your safety.” I thanked this gentleman for the in- 
terest which he testified for me, but at the same time insisted 
that he should accord me the permission I asked for, and he at 
length gave me the order which it was necessary for me to 
obUiru 
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On tlie day of fettering 1 went to Bicetre with some of niy 
ngciUs ; I fjTitered the court, and instantly a most tumultuous 
uproar ensued, mingled with cries: “Down with tlie spies! 
doAvn with the villain! down with Vidocq! ” were heard from 
all the window’s, wliere the prisoners, mounted on each other’s 
shoulders, with faces pressed against the bars, were collected 
ill groups, i advanced a few^ paces, and the; v*ociferations re- 
doubled ; the whole jilace resounded with invectives and threats 
of destruction, uttered with accents of fury ; it w'as a most 
infernal sight to look at the visages of these camiibials, on wdiich 
were manifested, hy horrible contortions, the thirst of blood and 
tbc desire of vengeance. There was throughout the whole pri- 
son a most frightful uproar ; 1 could not restrain an iuipulsc of 
terror, and reproaching myself with my impiudence, w as al- 
most tempted to beat a retreat ; but suddenly my courage 
mounted. “What!" said 1 to nn self, “ thou hast not trem- 
bled when thou hast attacked tlie villains in their dens: they 
are here under holts and bare, and art thou now scared ? Cou- 
rage ; if thou must perish, at least niako liead against the 
storm, and let them not think they have intimidated thee !" 

This return to a resolution more suited to the opinion which 
should really he formed of me, was so rapid as to leave no op- 
portunity for any person to remark my weakness ; I soon 
recovered all my courage, and, no longer buriheiiedhy a shadow 
of fear, walked boldly forward with my eyes fixed on the win- 
dows, and advanced to those of the lower story. At this 
moment a new hurst of rage was evinced by the prisoners. 
They wxre not men, but ferocious beasts who w'cre i oaring : it 
was a tumult, a noise-; it might have lieen thought that Bicetre 
was about to be rent from its foundations, and that the w^alls of 
its cells were actually gaping open. In the midst of this out- 
rageous din, I made a signal that I wished to speak : a dead 
silence ensued after the tcmpe.st, and they listened. “ Scum of 
the mob," I .said, “ why <lo you howl thus ? It was wdien I 
grabbed you that you should, not have cried out, but defended 
yourselves. Shall yon be any better for thus reproaching me ? 
You treat me as a spy ; well ! I am a spy, hut so are you also, 
for there is not one amongst you who has not offered to sell his 
comrade to me, in the hopes of thereby obtaining an impunity 
which 1 w'ould not giant you; I rendered you to justice be- 
cause you were culpable. I have not spared you I know ; what 
motives have I ior doing so ? Is there any one here whom I 
ever knew when a freeman who can reproach me with ever 
having been his accomplice? Besides, even if I have been a 
thief, tell me wdiat does itpf prove but that I am more skilful or 
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fortunate than you, since I have not been caught in the fact 1 
defy the most malicious to show a tittle of evidence to prove 
that I have been accused of robbery or swindling. * It is use- 
less to seek for twelve o’clock at three in the morning ; oppose 
me by a single fact, one solitary truth, and 1 will confess my- 
self the greatest rogue amongst you all. Is it tlic profession 
that you disapprove ? Let those who blame me most for this 
tell me frankly* whether they do not a hundred times a day 
desire to be in my place ?” 

This harangue, during which no one interrupted me, wms 
followed by hooting and shouting. Soon afterwards vocifera- 
tions and roarings began again, but I felt no sensation hut that 
of indignation, and, transported with anger, I became bold 
even beyond my strength. They announced that the convicts 
were about to be led into the court of fetters; I went to post 
myself into the passage, at the moment when they came to the 
call ; and, determined on selling my life dearly, I awaited until 
they sliould'try to accomplish their threats. I confess that, in 
my mind, I desired much that one of them should attempt to 
lay liands upon me, so greatly did the desire of vengeance 
animate me. Ill-fated was the man who would have dared to 
assail me! huluot one of these wretches made the least at- 
tempt, and I had only to endure the scowling look, to which I 
responded with that assurance which always disconcerts the 
enemy. The call terminated, a low murmur was the prelude to 
a fresh uproar: trey vomited forth imprecations against me; 
“ Let him come on tnen, he remains at the gate,” the convicts 
bellowed forth, adding to my name the grossest epithets. 
Driven to extremity by this insolent defi.inee, I entered with 
one of iny agents, and went into the midst of two hundred 
jobbers, the majority of whom were arrested by me : ” Come 
on, my friends ! courage,” cried they in the cells in which tliey 
were shut up, “look at the pig, kill him, and let us hear no 
more about him.” 

Now or never was the time ; — “Now, gentlemen,” said I to 
the galley-slaves, “kill him, you see that they advise jmu well ; 
try.” 1 do not know what revolution of opinion actuated them 
but the more I was in their power, the more they became ap- 
peased. At the termination of the fettering, those men, who 
had sworn to exterminate me, were so much softened that many 
of them begged me to render them slight services. They had 
no reason to repent of having taxed my kindness, and the next 
day, at the hour of departure, after having thanked me, they 
bade me a cordial farewell. All was changed from black to 
white; the most mutinous of the previous evening had becomt 
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supple, respectful at least in appearance, and almost overpower- 
inp:ly so. 

This was an experimental lesson of which 1 never lost the 
reniernbrunce. It proved to me that, with persons of this 
, stamp, we can only be potent when resolute: to keep them 
^respectful, it is enougli to have awed them once. From this 
period, I never allowed tlio chain to quit unless I attended the 
fettering of the convicts, and with very few exceptions, I was. 
never afterwards insulted. The convicts w^re accustomed to 
see me ; if I did not go, it seemed as if they missed something, 
and in fact, nearly all of thei^ liad some commission to give 
me. From the moment they fell under the control of civil 
death, I was, in a measure, their testamentary executor. With 
a small portion resentnicnts were not obliterated, hut a thief’s 
- vengeance is not lasting. J^)r cigliteeii years that I have car- 
ried on the war with thieves, little or great, 1 have often been 
menaced ; n)any galley-slaves, celebrated for tbeir intrepidity, 
have made oatbs to assassinate me as soon as they should be 
at liberty ; — they have all perjured themsel\^s, and will continue 
to do so. Am 1 asked why? it is, that, at first, the only af- 
fair for a robber is to rob : that alone occupies him. If he 
cannot do otherwise, he will kill me to get my purst, that is 
his “ vocation — l.c will kijl me to do away vvitli a K stimony 
which would destroy him, this is again a part of his business ; — • 
he will kill me to avoid punishment; — but when the pu- 
nishment is inflicted, what purpose wouht it answer ? Robberi 
; do not lose time in assassination. 
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■One night, half of which had been spent in tlie obscure lurk- 
ing places of the Halle, hoping to fall in with some thieves 
who, in the OTerflow of that good-nature which two or three 
glasses of liquor, offered at a fitting time, produce, allow 
themselves to be pumped, as to their past doings, those now in 
hand, and those meditated, — 1 was retiring, very much discom- 
posed at having, to the detriment of my stomacli, swallowed 
from pure vexation a good numher of small glasses of that 
1 diluted spirit to which vitriol gives the strength and flavour, 

‘ when at the comer of the Hue des Coutures Saint-Gcrvais, 1 
saw several individuals squatted in the embrasures of the 
doors. By the light of the lamps, I easily distinguished be- 
side them packets wh’ch they w'cre endeavouring to squeeze 
into a smaller compass, but the susjiicious wliiteness of which 
could not fail to attract attention. Bundles at tliis hour of the 
night, and men who seek an obscure sbelterwhen no water 
was falling; — a prodigious portion of perspicuity ivas not want- 
ing to find, in such a combination ol' circumstances, all the 
characteristics of a suspicions occurrence. I made up my 
mind that they were tliicvcs, and the bundles the booty which 
they had just obtained. “ Good,” said 1 to m5^self, “ let us 
evince no suspicions, but follow the procession when it sets 
forth, and if it pa.sses by the corps de garde, catch is the word; 
on the other hand I will see them to their homes, take the ad- 
dress, and send the police after them.’* I thereupon made up 
Bfiy mind, withoi?t appearing to he troubled wdth what was be- 
uind me, but scarcely had I advanced ten paces W'hen someoius 
calls, ** Jean Louis !” it was the voiqi?of a man named Richelot, 
•whom I had often met at the various thieves’ haunts. I stopped 
iiaturally. 

** Ah! good evening, Richelot,” said I, “ what the devil are 
you doing here at this time of the morning? Are you alonef 
You look frightened.” 
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**Wcll I maybe, I have narrowly escaped being nabbed no 
the boulevard du Temple.” 

” Nabbed! and why ?” 

“Why? here, come this w'ay; do you see our friends with 
the bundles ?” 

“ I am awake ; you are loaded with swa^ ” (plunder). 

I approached them ; and the whole party instantly rising, 
as soon as they were on their feet I recognised Xapierre, Coin- 
inery, Lenoir, and Duhuisson ; they all four hastened to assure 
me how glad they were to see me, and to extend the hand of 
friendship to me. 

CoMMERY. “♦Ah! we narrowly escaped; my heart still 
thumps, put your liand upon it, feel how it goes tick-tack.'" 

ViDOCQ. “ That is nothing.” 

Lapierre. “ Oh I wc have had a fright in real earnest; I know 
very well that wlien 1 saw the "reens (the Parisian guard, whose 
uniform was green), my heart jumped bang into my mouth.” 

UUBUissoN. “And just above the -maikct-place were the 
dragoons of Paris, whom we met nose to nose on horseback 
just by the theatre.” 

ViDOCQ. “AVliat spoonies you arc! you should have had 
a drag to whisk off the swag in. You are but greenhorns.” 

IlicnELOT. “Greenhorns if you like; but tve had no 
means of conveyance, and we have therefore chosen the back 
streets.” 

ViDOCQ. “ And where are you going ? If I can assist you 
in any way ” 

IlicuELOT, “ If you will pilot us, and give us your company 
as far as the Hue Saint-Sebastien, where we are going to de- 
posit the swagf you shall have your whack.'* 

ViDOCQ. “ With pleasure,. my boys.” 

Kiciillot. “Well, then, go first, and spy if you twig any 
eoves or beaks." 

Richolot and his companions took up their bundles and I 
went forward. Our progress was fortunate and we reached .the 
door of the house without interruption, each of us taking 
off our shoes to make no noise as we went up stairs. We 
reached the landing-place on the third story ; they were await- 
ing us. A door opened softly, and we entered a vast chamber 
dimly lighted, of which the tenant was a shipwright’s man, who 
had already been before the police. Although he did not know 
me, my presence seemed to trouble him, and whilst he was 
helping to conceal the bundles under the bed, I heard him ask 
a question in a low voice, which I could guess by the reply 
which was spoken in a louder tone. 
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Richelot. “It is J ean- Louis, a good fellow ; be quiet, he 
is staunch.’" 

The Tenant. “That's all right; there are now-a-dayi 
so many fioses and sncalsj that we should be /y to every 
cove,** 

Lapierue. “Oh be easy! be easy! I can answer for him 
as for myself: he is a friend and a Frenchman.’' 

The O'enant. “ Since it is all right, I will trust him, and 
upon tlie strength of it we will have a shove in the mouth all 
round.” 

He got on a sort of stool, and lifting his hands up to the 
shelf of an old cupboard, he took out a full bladder. 

“Here’s the stufl’, brandy, and nothing hut some of niy own 
prigging. Come, Jean, you shall begin.” 

ViDOcQ. “^Vith all my heart (pouring:; forth into a green 
glass and drinking). It is capital out and out tipple ^ which 
cheers as it goes down — now it is your turn, Lapierre ; come, 
sluice your ivories,** 

The glass and bladder passed from hand to hand, and wdien 
(’.'ich had drunk enough we threw ourselves on tlie bed until 
the morning. At daybreak we heard in the streets the cry of 
the swee]). 

JliciiELOT f jogging his neighhour). “Ah! Lapierre, we 
must go to the fence,** 

Lapierre. “Let me sleep, do.” 

Richelot. “Come, come, stir your stumps.” 

Lapierre. “ Go by yourself, or take Lenoir.” 

Richelot. “ You bad Letter come, as you have already 
dealt with the old woman, and can make a surer bargain.” 

Lapierre. “ Let me alone, I am sleepy.” 

VinocQ. “ My G — , what sluggardsyou arc, I w'ill go if you 
will tell me where.” 

Richelot. “ You are right, Jean Louis, but the /ewce has 
never seen you and will not deal for the swag but with us. 
BiU: if you like we will go together.” 

ViDocQ, “ Yes, we two, and then another time she will know 
my phiz.” 

We went, the/ewee lived in Rue de Bretagne, No. 14, in the 
house of a sausage-maker, who appeared the owner of it 
Richelot entered, and asked if madame Bras was at home. 
Yes, was the answer ; and after having gone through the pas- 
sage, we went up the stairs to the three pair. Madame Bras 
had not gone out, but, actuated by a principal of honour, she 
would not take in any property by daylight. “At least,” said 
Richelot to her, “ if you cannot take the goods now, give us 
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ciirncst; conic, it is a good haul, and you know we deal all 
upon tlie square.” 

“ You say very true, hut I cannot allow myself to he com- 
promised by a pair of good eyes ; come iu the evening, then 
all cats are grey.” Ilichelot tried by every cllort to extract 
some coin from her, but she was inexorable, and we retired 
without having obtained anything. My companion .pursed, 
swore, stormed, till it did one’s heart good to liear him. 

” Well,” said I to him, “one would imagine that you had 
lost everything. Why vex yourself ? If slie will not, aimllier 
will ; come with me to u\y fcnccj 1 am sure she will lend us 
four or live crowns.” 

We went to the Hue Neuve-Saint-Franeois, where I had 
fixed my domicile. By a low whistle, 1 made Annette under- 
stand that I wanted her, and she quickly descended and came 
to us at the corner of the old Hue du Temple.” 

*‘(iood day, madame.” 

” Good day, .lean Louis.’* 

If >011 are inclined to be obliging, lend me twenty francs, 
and this evening you shall have them again.” 

Yes, this evening I if you gain anything you will go to la 
Courtille.” 

”No, 1 assure you I will be ])uuctual.” 

“May 1 believe you? 1 will not refuse you then; come 
with me, whilst your friend waits for you at tb-; cabaret at the 
corner of the Hue do rOseille.” 

On being alone with AiineUc I gave iier the requisite in- 
structions, and when 1 found that siie clearly understood them, 
I rt'joined Hichelot in the cabaret; “ Here,” said J to him, 
showing the twenty francs, “is what you may call a wc/, and 
nothing but a good one.'* 

“ Parblcu, vvo'n’t she post the blunt for the whole of the 
swag.** 

“ I th:nk not Slie is only a fence for metal, tickers, and 
frippery.*’ 

“ It ib a pity, for she is an out and out mot^ and just such a 
one as would suit us well” 

After finishing our bottle, we set out to regain the lodging, 
where we found ready a Normandy goose of first-rate quality, 
and some other prog. I produced the money, arid as it was 
intended for farther supplies for the victualling office, our host 
went out for a dozen of wine and some bread. We were all so 
sharp-^t that the provisions seemed only to appear and then 
vanish instantly. The bladder of brandy was drained to the 
last drop. Our iiieal terminated, it was proposed to open tli« 
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paekets. Th^y contained most beautiful linen, sheets, shirts 
of extraordinary fineness, gowns with superbly worked borders^ 
cravats, stockings, &c. all damp and wet The thieves told me 
that they had taken the booty from one of the largest houses 
in the Rue de TEcbiquier, where they had introduced them-^ 
selves by a window, of which they had broken the bars. 

The inventory concluded, I proposed that we should make 
different lots, and not sell them all in the same place. I in- 
sinuated that they would give as much for each lot as for the 
whole in a lump, and that two sales were better th«ii one. My 
comrades were of the same opinion, and made two divisions of 
the boot}''. It then became a matter of question as to how to 
get rid of them ; they were sure of the sale of one lot, hut 
wanted a purchaser for the second. A clothes- seller, called 
i Pomme Rouge, in the Rue de la Juiverie, was the man whom 
: I pointed out to them. lie had long been pointed out to me 
as a regular /cfwee, — goods taken in and no questions asked. 
Here was an opportunity of putting him to the test, and I was 
unwilling tliat it should escape, for if he were caught, the result 
of my plans was infinitely more agreeable ; for instead of only 
one/ence, I should cause the arrest of two, and thus I should 
kill throe birds with one stone. 

It was agreed that tliey should make an ofter to my man, 
but nothing could be done till the darUcy, and what was to 
keep us from ennui till then 1 What could we converse about? 
Amongst robbervS the coinimmion of martyrs had not mental 
resources sufficient to keep up conversation for more than a 
quarter of an hour. What can he done ? prigs do nothing, 
unless at tcor/r, and .vhen at work they do nothing. But yet it 
was necessary to kill time ; we had still some money before us, 
wine was voted for by acclamation, and we again commenced 
fi our libations to Bacchus, The sons of Mercury drink fast 
' and long, but yet one cannot always he drinking. If, indeed, 
topers were like the buckets of the Daiiaides, open at one end 
and with holes at the other, disgust would not proceed from 
plenitude I Unfortunately, each man has his capacity, and 
when, between the bladder and the brain, the wave, whose place 
of exit is too narrow, remounts towards its source, there is 
no need to say, my worthy friend, that if we would avoid un- 
pleasant consequences we must stop : this our companions did. 
As they thought they had need of their head for some later 
period, and as a thick cloud already began to spread over the 
osseous vault which covers the potent ruler of all our actions, 
that they might not lose all guidance, they insensibly ceased 
,lo make a funnel of their mouths, ami only opened them tr* 
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\ talk. What was the nature of their conversation ? The talk, 
which they would have been much posed to keep up on any 
other subject, turned on their comrades who were at the Bagne, 
or in prison. They also spoke about spies. 

‘‘Talking of spies,” said the shipwright, “yo.u must have 
heard of the celebrated rogue who has turned wose, that Yidocq ; 
do any of you fellpws know him ?” 

All together (myself in chorus). “Yes, yes, but only 
by name.” 

Dubuisson. “ I know they talk a good deal about him. 
They say he comes from the Bagne, where he was sentenced 
for twenty-four years.” 

The Shipwright. “ You are wrong, you fiat This Vidocq 
is a prig, who was sentenced for life for his many escapes. He 
was allowed to he set at liberty because he promised to blow 
the gaffy and that is the reason that he stops at Paris. He is 
a deep file / when he wants to trap a covey lie tries to make 
friends with him, and, as soon as he has done that, he slips 
some swag into his cly and then all is done ; or else he leads 
him on to some joh that he may he caught at work. He it was 
yfho ^oored Bailli, Jacquet, and Martinet. Oh G — , yes it 
was ho ! let me tell you how he did them.” 

All together, (myself in chorus). “Did them, well said, 
my lad.” 

The Shipwright. “ Whilst drinking together with another 

like himself, you know him, the rip Kiboulet, Manon’s 

fancy man.** 

All. “ Manon la Blonde’s ? ” 

The Shipwright. “Yes, she. They were speaking of one 
thing and anotlier, Vidocq says, as he had just left the Bagne, 
he wanted to find some friends to prig. The others are caught 
in the net. He tickles them so well, that he leads them to a 
spot of work, in the Rue Grand Zurleur. It was thought that 
he would blow the gaff to the police, and so he did. They were 
all taken, and in the meantime the rascal escapes with his 
comrade. This is his plan for catching good fellows. It was 
he who brought all the chauffeurs to be kissed by the heads’- 
man*s daughter after having been their leader.” 

Every time the narrator paused we refreshed ourselves with 
a glass of wine. Lapierre, profiting by one of these pauses, 
■poke thus. 

“ What, is it that cock-and-bull story ? He talks like a 
magpie. He is chaffing us. Do you think such gammon 
amuses us ? 1 like to amuse myself.” 
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The Shipwri(3HT. “What the deuce will you do, then! 
If we had any hooJcs (cards), we might handle theAi a bit.’* 

Lapierue. “ I’ll tell you what we will do, act a play.** 

The Shipwright. “ Go it then, M. Tarma (Talma).” 

Lapierre.- ** Do you think I can play by myself? ” 

llicHELOT. “We will help you, but what shall be the 
piece ? ** 

Dubuisson. “ The play of Cmsar ; you know there is one 
of that name, who says, the first who was king had a happy 
lot.” 

Lapierre. “ Oh, none of that blarney ; let us play the piece 
of Vidocq caught, after having sold his brethren like Joseph.” 

I scarcely knew wliat to make of this singular business ; 
however, without being at all disconcerted, I cried out sud- 
denly, “ I will play Vidocq ; they say he is a stout chap, and 
it will suit me.” 

“You’re stout,” said Lenoir, “but he is much stouter.** 

“That is no matter,” observed Lapierre, “Jean Louis is 
not a bad representation, be weighs his weight.” 

“ Come, then, we don’t want so much jaw about it,” said 
Ricbelot, lifting a table into one corner of the room. “ You 
Jean Louis, and you Lapierre stand tliore : Lenoir, Dubuisson, 
and Etienne (the shipwright), go to the other end ; they shall 
he the friends, and 1 will seat myself on the bed and be the 
people.” 

“What people?” inquired Etienne. “Why the audience 
if you like. The shipwright is a booby.” 

“ I am a spectator too.” 

“No, you stupid ass, T am. You are a friend, take your 
place, the play is going to begin.” 

We imagine ourselves in a public-house at la Com tille ; each 
talks. I get up, and, under a pre text of asking for some to- 
bacco, enter into conversation with the friends at tlie otner 
table, I sj>eak a little slang, they find me a dowyty covey and 
give me a knowing look, which I return, and it is found we are 
all lads of the same profession. They follow the customary 
usages of society, — a glass more than necessary. I complain 
of being without a job of worJe. They complain, and we all 
complain together. We commence to he very full of mutual 
compassion and sympathy; I curse the bcaksy they curse them 
too ; I swear at the big wigs of my quarter who persecute me ; 
my friends look at each other, consult each other’s eyes, and 
deliberate upon the opportunity offered by, or the disadvantages 
of, my acquaintance. They take my liand, they press it, I 
consent ; it is agreed that they may rely on me. Then comes 
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the propo;ial — the character I play is tliat which, with but few 
variations, I always have playeri—I only alter a little, by put- 
ting the stolen goods into the pockets of my friends. Then 
was heard the unanimous applause, accompanied by shouts of 
laughter. ‘^Well done, well done,*^ cried the actors and the 
witness of this scene. 

“Well done, certamly,” said Jlichelot, “but seethe sun is 
setting and it is time to tramp; the play can ftnish in ih^. 
drag, or cloewherc, when wc have done with the fence ; 1 will 
go and get tijarvey, if you fellow’’S like 'i 

“ Yes, yes, let us he ofti” 

The drama was progressing well, we v/ere approaeln'ng the 
climax, but it was doomed to he a very dill'erent one from that 
anticipated by these geutlemeii, for the catastrophe Avas not in 
accordance with the title of tli(‘ piece. We all got into a 
liaekney-eoaeh, and desired tin* coachman to stop at the corner 
oi’ llie Jim; de Bretagne and the Rue de Tourraine. Bras, 
oil''* of tiie/cwre.’, uas waiting at a short distance. .Duhuissou, 
Cc-iniiH'ry, and Lenoir, alighted, taking with them the portion 
(/f liie niercliandise wliieh we had agreed to scdl. Whilst tliey 
were agreeing about the price, I saw, on looking iVoiu tlie 
NN.nibiw, that Annette had fulfillvol my intention. Lersons 
v!:oin I some with their noses in tin,.' air, a.s if seeking for 
some nunihcr, otheis walking about, like idlers, were not i» 
ill ijuarter, 1 lluuigbt, without some m(>tive. ^ 

After ten minutes of cx])cctalinn, vc were n^joincfl by our 
c.oiurades who had been to Bras. 'J'hey had l)roiight away one 
Imndrcd and t\veiit\-<ive l:anes for tliing.s worth at least six 
t’oKs as miieh; hnt it was of no eousequcnce, they WTre noi 
f.orry to realize wliat thry were in haste to enjoy. 

'There remained thost' hiindles wliieh wc had reserved for 
I^)mme llongc. On reaeliing Rue de hi Juiverie, Riehelor. 
said to me, “Come, \ou must go and bargain, you know tiie 
dtuvni/ fc?icc.'* 

“ Tliat will not (lo,“ I rej>liod, “ I owe him money, and we 
have had a row about it.’' 

1 owed romme Ilouge nothing, hut we liad seen each oilier, 
and he knew that 1 was Vidoeq. It would, therefore, have 
been imprudent to show myself, and I left my friends to ar- 
range tliese matters, and on their return, as the appearance of 
Annette in the vicinity of the shop gave me the certainty that 
the police w’as on the qnl vive, I proposed to discharge the 
roach and go and sup in the cabaret of the Grand Casucl, on 
the Quai Pelletier, at tin? corner of the Rue Planche Mibray. 

After tne visit to l^omme Ilouge w'c were richer by eighty 

2i 
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frauc$t| and the sum at our disposal was so considerable, that 
we might give way to some excess without fear of distressing 
ourselves, but W'c had no time to expend it, for scarcely had 
we got our glasses in hand when the guard entered, followed 
by a posse of inspectors. At the sight of the veterans and the 
"spies all their countenances fell, and the general feeling was 
“we are caught.” 'j'hibault, the peace- olllcer, asked us for 
our papers ; some had none, and others were not correct, mine 
were amongst these latter. “ I'or the charge of all the.sc 
sparks,” said the peace-olficer, “safe hhul, safe find.” We 
were tied two and two, and conducted to the commissary. 
Lapierre Was coupled with mo. “Have you good legs ? I 
said to him In a low tone. “ Yes,“ was liis reply, and when 
we reached the top of tlie Rue tie la Taimf-rie, taking out a 
knife 1 had coiicealed up my sleeve, 1 cut the cord. “ C\ju- 
rage, Lapiorre, courage! ” i cried. With a blow of my elbow 
J piOhf) lied tlie veteran who had taken me by the arm ; darted 
iiway, and with a few leaps reac}u‘<i a small alley leading to the 
Seine. Lapierre followed me, and we reached the Q-uai dos 
Ormes together. 

They lost all traces of us, and I was very glad to have es- 
caped without being recognised. Lapierre was equally re- 
joiced, for not having had any lime lor rcilection, he was far 
from suspecting any sinister motives in me; but, in fact, if I 
favoured his e.scape', it was in the lio})e of introducing myself, 
under his auspices, into some other band of tiiicwes. }\y Hoe- 
ing with him 1 iHuncved all suspicions that himselt or his com- 
panions might have conceived, and ke])t n]> the good opinion 
which they liad of me. In this w^ay i hoj>ed to make luwv dis- 
coveries, for as 1 was a secret agent 1 was as desirous of acting 
as quietly as possible. 

Lapierre was free, but 1 kept him in sight, and was ready to 
give him up the moment he was no longer useful to me. 

We continued running towards the hospital, where at Icngtli 
we stopped, and entered a cabaret to recover breath and rest 
ourselves. I ordered a measure of wine to refresh us. “ Here, 
lad,’' €:iid I to Lapierre, “ here is a comforter.” 

“ Oh yes, it is hard work.” 

“ And difficult to keep up, is it not 

“ Nothing can drive tlie idea from my mind .” 

“ What ?” 

“ Here, let us drink.” 

And no sooner hud he emptied his glass than he became 

re pensive ; “No, no,” he repeated, “nothing can drive 
ca from my mind — 
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“* What do you mean ? tell me.” 

* W ell, then, I Will tell you.” 

“You are right : but first you will do well to take off the 
stockings you have on your feet, and the cravat about your 
neck.” 

As it seemed to me that I perceived in the eyes of my friend 
that dark scosvl of mistrust which, if one does not take care, 
increases so rapidly, 1 was glad to testify one of those marks 
of interest, the effect of which is to reassure a suspicious 
mind: siicli was my aim in advising him to remove from his 
attire some articles of small value, which during the overhaul- 
ing of the ])ooty, his associates aud himself had immediately 
applied to their own use. 

“ What shall I do with them ?” said Lapierre. 

“ Throw them into the river.” 

” ril not be such a fool 1 the silk stockings are quite new, 
and tlie cravat has never been hemmed.” 

“ Silly nonsense.” 

” You want to laugh at mo, my hoy ; throw away your own 
first” 

1 begged him to observe that I had nothing on that could 
coi!iproriiisc me. ” You are like the hares,” I added, “ you 
lose your memory as you run ; do you not remember that 
there was no cravat for me, and with trousers like these 
(touching tliose 1 wore) would you have me wear women's 
stockings ?” 

He took olF the stockings which, fokled up, he enveloped in 
the cravat 

Thieves arc at the same time misers and spendthrifts : he 
felt the necessity of removing these convicting articles out 
of sight, hut his heart bled at the thoughts of not making 
a profit by tliein. It is because the produce of robbery is 
often so dearly paid for, that the sacrifice of it is always 
painful. 

Jjapierre w'as most anxious to sell his stockings and cravat, 
and \vc went together to llie Kue do la llucdicrie to ofier them 
to a sho])keeper, who gave us forty- five sous for them. Lapierre 
appeared to have made up his determination since the ,catas- 
trophe of Grand Casucl; yet he was constrained in his man- 
ners, and if I am any j^idge of what was passing in his nnnd, 
in spite of n)y efforts to re-establish myself in his opinion I 
wa.s strongly suspected. Such feelings were not very favoura- 
ble to my projects, and persuaded that henceforward I must 
not temporize, but bring matters to a speedy termination, 1 
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said to Lapierrc, ‘‘If you like we will go and sup at Placs 
Maubert.** 

I will, if you please/* was the reply. 

I took him to the Deux Frercs, where I called for wine, 
pork-chops, and cheese. At eleven o’clock we were still at 
table, everybody had retired, and tlicy brought us in a bill 
which came to four francs fifteen centimes. I immcdi;'tely 
cried out, “ My five-franc piece, my fivi'-franc jilece ! whei t? 
can it be ?” 1 rummaged all my pockets and searched myself 

from head to feet. “ My God ! 1 must have lost it in running : 
look, Lapierrc, if you have it ?” 

“ No, I have only my forty-five sous, and not a dainp 
besides.” 

Look for it, 1 am going to try and arrange with tne ]>co- 
plc.” 1 olTered the eaharctier two francs fifty centimes, })ro- 
mising to bring him the remainder on tlie morrow ; hut lie 
would not listen to me. “Ah! you think,” saitl he, “that 
you may come and have all you want here, and then ji.iy me 
with monkey’s allowance.” 

“ But,” I observed to liim, ‘‘ it is an accident which might 
happen to the most honest man.” 

“ That’s all rny eye ! Wlicn one is low in cash we are trick- 
ish or so ; a cu]) of wine, or so, one would not mind, hut it h 
no ^0 to have a whole supper on tick” 

“ Oh, never mind, old lad ; if it accommodates good fellows, 
never mind,” 

“ Come, come, not so* much jaw ; pay me, or I’ll feteli the 
guard.” 

“ The guard 1 that for the guard and you too aeconijia- 
nying the words with a gesture of contem})t much used by 
common people. 

“ Ah, you vagabond i it is not enough to carry off ii;y 
jiropcrty ?” cried he, doulding his fist ami thrusting it in my 
lace. “Do not strike me,” 1 replied to liis apostrophe, “do 
not strike me, or ” 

He advanced towards me, ami I instantly hit him a blow. 
A quarrel ami uproar followed, which Lapierrc thinking would 
come to serious consequences, judged it best to mizzle ; l)ut 
on the very moment when lie was about to make off and leave 
me to extricate myself as best 1 might, the waiter seized him 
by the throat and cried out “ thieves.” 

The guard-house was nigh, the soldtcrs came in, and for the 
second time in that dny, we were placed between two ranges 
of those candles of Maubeuge whose wicks have a smell of 
gunpowder. My comrade endeavoured to prove to the cor- 
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.poral that he 'vjis not in fault, but the veteran was immovable, 
and we were shut up in the guard-house, Lapierre became 
silent and sad as a brother of La I'rappe, he did not even 
unclose his teeth. At length, about two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, the eoniniissary went his round, and asked to see the 
peisoji.s in confineinent. Lapierre iirst appeared, and was told 
he might go if ho would pay tlic hill. I was called in iny 
turn, and oji entering th(‘ room recognised M. Legoix. The 
recognition was mutual, and in two words 1 explained to him 
wliat 1 had done ; 1 told him the place where the stockings 
and cravat liad been sold, and wliilst he hastened to seize on 
tliOvSe artich's, wliich were requisite to convict Lapierre, I 
ret linn d to him. lie was no longer silent. 

“ The bandage has fallen,” said he, “ 1 see what is done, it 
was all a iilot.” 

“ AVhat ! you are laughing at me, hut 1 will speak frankly. 
Yes, it is done, and it i.s a plot, hut it was you who got us into 
tlie traj).” 

“ .No, my friend, it was not me ; 1 do not know who, hut I 
sus]i(’et ycHi more than any one else.” 

.'\t these words J grew angry, In* furious : to threats suc- 
ceeded l)lo\\s, and wc proceeded to tiglu until wc were separa- 
te<l. As somi as we were parted 1 humd my live-franc piece ; 
and as tlie caliarctier had not rccki ni'd the tlitimp 1 gave him, 
it was ennugli for me not only to satisfy all his demands, but 
also to offer to the eorjns de garde, I viJl not say the stirrup- 
cup, hut tliat small drop of farewell token which the snob 
always juiys willingly. This trihiite paid, there was no farther 
reasons I'or my detention, and 1 started oil* without paying my 
adieu to La])ieirc, who was now known ; and the next day ! 
learned that liic most com})lete success had crowned my efibrts. 
"^I'ln* twu) fci/rrs, J5ras and Pomme Kougc, liad he'cn surprised 
in the midst of amj)le })ro()fs of the iiefarioiis tralHc wliich they 
carried on ; the rohlxu’s had been apprehi'iided with the jiro- 
perh' which lliey had instantly applied to tlieir use, and tliey 
were compelled to confess ; Lapierre alone had tried denial of 
tlie fads, hut confronted wdth the shopkeeper of Hue de la 
Bueherie, he was decidedly and positively recognised — the 
stockings and cravat were his accusers. The whole gang, rob- 
bers and receivers, were sent to La Force, in the expectation 
of judgment ; there they soon learnt that tlie comrade who 
had played the part of ** Vidocq caught,” was in fact, Vidocq 
the catcher.” Great was their surprise; how they must have 
commended the admirable talents of the comedian I The 
sentence confirmed, all were ordered to the Bagne. The 
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evening? before their departure 1 was pursent wdieu the> 
were fettered, niid, on seeing jne, they could not forbear 
smiling.. 

“ Behold your work, you villain," said Lapierre, “ you are 
content, no doubt." 

“ I have, at least, no reproach to make against myself, 1 
did not advise you to steal. Did you not make up to me ? 
Why be so confiding ? When a man excreises a profession 
like yours, he ought to be more on his guard." 

“ It is all well,”, said Commery, “ you are sure to be at the 
galleys again yourself.” 

In the meantime a good joiirncj'^ to j'oursclf. Keep my 
place for me, and if ever you return to Paniin (Paris) do not 
play at such dangerous games again.” 

After this reply they conversed together, and Richelot said. 

Well, well ! I owe liiin a turn.’* 

“As for you,” replied the shipwright, “you brouglit him 
amongst us. Since you knew him, ,^ou ought to have known 
that he was a nose.'' 

“ Ah, yes ! it was Kiehelot who brought it upon u^," sighed 
Poinmc Rouge, who was being fettered, and nearly bad 
his head broken hy the hammer which was rivet ting his 
collar. 

“ Do not mo'-r," said the smith, roughly. “ It was he, it 
was he,” replied the fencCj “ who Jloored us, and hut for 
him .” 

“ Stand steady, you fool, .and mind your rye,’' These were 
the last words I heard, but as I went away 1 saw, by certain 
gestures, that the colloquy grew warmer. What are they say 
ing ? I know not. 
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CHAPTER XXXIIL 


In 1812, a professed tlncf, named Hatot, ^vho had long 
sought to be reiiii^iatod as a secret agent, in which employment 
he had been engaged previously to my admission into the 
police, came to oiler his services to me for the fi&te of Saint 
Cloud. Jt is known as one of the most celebrated of the 
environs of Paris, and that, led by the concourse of persons, 
pickpockets assemble tlierc in large bodies. ItwasonPri- 
clay that llotot w’as brought to me by a comrade. This step 
appeared to mo the more extraordinary, as I had previously 
given information against him which had led to his being 
brought before the court of assizes. Perhaps he otdy desired 
to connect himself with me that he miglit the more readily 
play me some ill turn : such was my first thought, hut I rc- 
etived him kindly and even testified my satisfaction that he 
had not doubted my wish to be of service to him. 1 evinced 
St) mucli apparent sincerity in my proffers of good-will towards 
him, that it was impossible for liim to conceal his intentioni^ 
from my penetration. A sudden change, whicli overspread his 
whole face, convinced me instantly, that, in accepting his ofter 
I was favouring some plans which he was not willing to confide 
to me. I saw his internal congratulations at having duped 
me. But be that as it might, I feigned to have the utmost 
confidence in him, and it w^ns agreed that, on the following 
Sunday, he should go, at two o'clock, and post himself near 
the principal basin, that he might point out the thieves of his 
acquaintance, who, he told me, would come to uwrk at that 
spot 

On the day appointed, I went to Saint-Cloud with the only 
two agents I then had under my command. On arriving at 
tlie destined place, I looked out for Hotot ; I walked back- 
wards and forwards, looked about me on all eideSi but no 
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Hotot. At length, after waitins: for an hour and a half, my 
patience being wore nearly threadbare, I despatched one of 
my staff to the principal walk, desiring him to endeavour to 
find an auxiliary ^yhose want of punctuality was as suspicious 
as his zeaL 

My agent searched for an entire hour, when wearied with 
exploring every hole and corner of tlie garden and park, he 
returned and told me that he could not find Ilotot. 'I’hc 
moment afterwards T saw my man himself running towards 
me batlied in perspiration, “You do m)t know," said lu' lo 
us, “ tliat I had 'list got hold of six prigs, hut tliey saw 
you and instantly ni'iZ':h'iL I am sorry, for they swallowed tlie 
bait, but what is difena d is not lost, and 1 shall liavc them 
vet.’' 

i pretended to take all tliis for gos))el, and Ilotot was eon- 
vmced that 1 had not any douht of his veracity. W(‘ spent 
the greater portion of tlie day together, and only separated 
about twilight, 1 then went to the gendarmes’ station wliere 
the peacc-oiViccrs told rne iliat many watches had been stolen 
in a dire(*tion precisely oj)posite to that in which, hy tlie ad- 
vice of Ilotot, our watcli was kept. It was then plain to me 
that lie attraeti'd us to one point, that he iniglit the more 
easily work in anollier. It is an old stratagcni in the tactic? of 
diversion and false infonnatiem given hy thieves, that they may 
have less fear of tlic police. 

Hotot, wliorn 1 look good care not to reproacdi in any way, 
imagined that he liad completely gulled me ; hut if 1 said 
nothing, T did not think the less, and inereasing my show of 
friendship towards him, whilst he was meditating a n newal of 
his Saint -Cloud trickery, I was on the alert to eatidi liim triji- 
ping at the first opportunity. Our friendsiiip being still very 
close, the opjiortunity ])resented itself earlier than 1 hah even 
dared to hojie. 

One morning I suddenly determined to make a visit to Hotot. 
We were near wlicre he resided. 1 j>roposed to my comrade of 
rhe watch to accompany me ; and, on Ids assenting, we went to 
Hotot’s, where, on knocking, he opened the door and aj)- 
peared surprised to see us ; what a wonder at this early 
hour." 

Are you astonislied said 1 ; **we come to have a glasg 
witli you." ^ 

"Oh! you are welcome;” and then jumping into bedy 

Where is the liquor ?" 

Gaffr6 will be so kind as to fetch it." 


14 
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I put my hand into my pocket, and as Oaffre, as a Jew, was 
less careful of his troul)le than his money, lie willincj^ly under- 
took the commission, and went out for that purpose. During 
his absence I remarked that liotot had the air of a man who 
has gone to bed later than usual ; the room was, besides, in a 
very extraordinary state of disorder. Ills clothes, rather torn 
than taken olf, seto^ied to have had a heavy soaking; atid his 
slices were covered with white clay, whieh w'as still wet. iS’ot 
to liavc concluded from all these indications that II otot liad but 
recently returned, would not have been Vidoeq. For the mo- 
ment 1 tliought nothing more of it, hut my fancy soon wan- 
dered into the wi(h' field of conjecture, and I conceived sus- 
]iieioiis whieh I took rare not to evince; I w'ould not even 
appear curious, tliat is to say indiscreet, and, for lear of dis- 
quieting my wortliy friend, L did not ask him a single question. 
'We spoke of tlic rain and the tin/? weather, hut more of tlie 
tine weather tliau the rain, and when we had nothing left to 
drink, we went away. 

Once out of the house, I communicated to OaflVe the re- 
marks I had made ; ‘‘ 1 am mucli deceived,” 1 added, “or lie 
has been abroad all night ; there has been sometliiiig in the 
wind.” 

I lliiiiK so too, for his clothes arc still wed, and Ids shoes 
covoi-ed with mud ! lie has not been walking in tlie dust.” 

liotot hardly thought that wc were talking of him, hut yet 
his cars must have tingled. “ Where has he been ? What lias 
lie done ?” wc inquired of each other; perhaps lie has joined 
some gang. 0 afire \vas no less puzzled tlian my.self, and 
we were comoelled to think that liotot might be lioucst after 
all. 

At twelve o’clock, we went to make our report of the trans- 
actions of the night; our account was not very’ interesting; 
nothing has occurred was the whole contents. “Ah I” said 
M. Henry to us, “ the peo]>le in the faubourg Saint Marceau 
are all honest ; I had much better have sent you to the boule- 
vard Saint Martin ; it appears that the lead-rohhers have re- 
newed their work ; they carried off more than four hundred and 
fifty pounds from a house newly built. The watchman, who 
pursued without catching them, says, they were four in num- 
toer. The robbery was effected during the heavy shower of 
last night.” 

“ During the heavy shower ! parbleu I” I cried, “ you know 
one of the robbers.” 

“Who is he?” 
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He who served the police, and who asked leave lievc to 
enter it?’* 

** The same.** 

I told M. Henry my suspicions and remarks, and as ho was 
convinced that I was correct, I went out instantly, that I might 
with all possible speed convert what was at present but pre- 
sumptive evidence into proeff positive. Tlie commissary of the 
quarter in which the robbery bad been effected, went with me 
. to the spot, and we found in one place on the ground the deep 
^imprint of two nailed shoes, and the earth had been indented 
by the weight of a man. These traces could afford precise 
indications ; and precaiitimis wore taken that they should not 
be effaced. 1 felt ])erfi‘ctiy assured that they were exactly 
ted to Hotot’s slices, and taking Gaffre with me to liim, tlmt I 
miglit verify my suspicions without alarming tlie culiirit, 
I devised tlu; plan, winch was thus executed. On getting 
to Hotot’s residence we made a tremendous noise at the 
door. 

“ Get up, gi*t up, wo have brought the poultry.”. He arose, 
turned the key, and we stiimhled into the room like men some- 
v.'hat stilled with liquor. 

** Hallo !” said Ilotot, ^^illow^ me to pay my respects to you. 
You have been tvarmini: the otru early this morning.”" 

” Yes, and we have come to you,” 1 replied, to linish the 
baking. You are very cunning,” I added, showing him in its 
covering a purchase which we had made as we came along, 
“ guess what we have in herc.^’ 

“ How can f guess?’’ Then tearing the corner of the paper, 
1 exposed the claws ot a bird. 

** Ah ! sacrc dieu !” he cried, ” it is a turkey.” 

Yes, a' brother of yours, and, as you see, it is by its feet 
that we know this sort of animal ; do you understand me 
now ?’* 

What docs he say ? ” 

I say it is roasted.” 

Oh ! it should he baked with venison fat.” 

** Venison lat I here look at it.” 

I handed the bird to him, and whilst he examined and turned 
it over and over, Gaffre stooped down, picked up his shoes, and 
put them in his hat. 

“ Well, and what did you give for this bit of hollow?^* 

“ Seven hob, a kick, and eif^ht mag'' 

** The d —— ! Seven shillings and tenpence. About the 
price of a pair of shoes.” 
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** Exactly so, my boy,** said the pilferer, rubbing his hands* 

**Here is plenty to biteat; and how well it smells, quite 
deliciously, it is perfectly tempting! We will soon settle his 
business.’* 

** Who carves ? ^ I cannot.** 

“Well, then, we will help you; is there a knifei^n the box ? ’* 

“ Yes, look in the drawer.’* 

I found a knife, and then sought an excuse to send Galfrfi 
out “ Oh, by the way,” said !,• whilst 1 laid the cloth, “you 
can oblige me by going to my house, and saying, that they 
need not wait dinner for me.'** 

“ Very well, and then you will he off without me ; that is no 
go; I shall not cm/ my stick until 1 have had some grxibbery,* 

“ But we cannot eat witliont drinking.” 

“ Well, then, I will have tiic liquor produced.” 

He opened the window, and called to a vintner, “And 
now,” he added, “you cannot play me any trick.” 

Gaffrc like the majority of police-agents, and, except 
being trcachcroins, a good-enough I'ellowt hut a perfect gour- 
mand. With him tlio belly superseded all other Inisiness; 
and thus, although he had obtaii>ed poss('Ssion of the shoes, 
which was the main poitit in the affair, I saw I could not ijidnco 
him to leave the ])laee until he had his share of the catfiblcs. 
I hastened, tlu^refore, to cut up the bird, and when the wine 
arrived, “ Come to the table,” I cried to my gastronomist, 
“ make haste, find cram your fill.” 

Ilotot’s bed was bis table, and without any forks hut those 
of father Adam, we made to the god wdio is withiu us, that is 
the god of P^entrusy a ‘sacrifice in the maimer of the ancients. 
We ate like ogres, and the repast was quickly terminated. 
“Now,” said Gaffrc, “ I can /w/d/e. 1 knowbot if you are 

like me, hut when the sun shines in my stomach, 1 am good 
for nothing ; when the chest is full it is a different matter.” 

“ Well, then, mizzle,*’ 

He took his hat, and disappeared. 

“ Now he is gone,” said llotot, wdth the tone ol a man wno 
is not sorry to be left alone with another for some time. 
“Well, my friend Jules, is there never to be a vacancy for 
Hotot ? ” * 

“ Patience, patience, all will come in good time.** 

“ It is only for you to say a good word for me, and M. Henry 
would listen, if you would ’* 

“ It must not be to-day, then, for I expect a good rowings 
Gaffre will not escape, for we have not sent in our report thes® 
two days. * 
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Tliis lie was not without its purpose; it was not necessary 
that Ilotot should tiiink 1 had been informed of the robbery 
in which I believed him a participator; he was without mis- 
trust, and I ke])t him in that security ; and, for fear he should 
think of gettin^^ up, I led the conversation to those points 
which most interested him. He spoke to me successively of 
many afTairs. “ Ah ! ” he said, si^liing, “ if 1 weia* eerlain of 
entering the police again, with a pay of twelve or fiftcam bob a 
; day, 1 could give such information ! I know now of a bur- 
glary, which would he a welcome disclosure to Henry.’’ 

“ ]3o you ? ” 

Yes, three rohlxTs, Berehier called liicetre, CafTin, and 
Linois, wliom 1 will give up to him in the actual fact, as sure 
as you and I make two.” 

” If you can, why don’t you? That would be an cxcelh'ut 
beginning.” 

“ 1 know it, hut — ” 

Are you afraid to make ’'ourself seem visible in the husi- 
iiess ? If ‘you perform sc- » ices, I will do my best to insure 
your admission.” 

“Ah, my friend, yo»i pom ^aim into my mind; you will 
procure my admission ’ 

“ Oh that will he easily eTected.” 

“Come then, a bumper to luck,” cried Hotot, transported 
witli joy. 

“ Yes, let ns drink to your approaching rec<'j)lion.” 

, “ And the sooner the better.” 

Hotot was enchanted, and already laid down a line of con- 
duct: he had his dreams of Iiappiiu'ss, and there was in his 
very legs tliosg iiujuii tudcs of hope wliich are produced by the 
prospect of coining pleasure. I was afraid h'st, he should quit 
ids bed, when at length some person knocked at the door ; it 
was GnfTre, holding in his hand a small bottle of brandy, which 
Annette liad given to him. “ Traijjl'v^"" said my Israclitish 
colleague as lie entered, in tliaY TfcTjrcw^ slang, wdiich was 
doubtless the favourite Jaiigiiage of our patron, JMonsieur 
Judas. As T pique my.self on being a Hebraist of the first 
order, I ins»*ant'y comprehended him, and saw' how to play my 
cards. Whilst I was pouring out for the Neophyte the nectar 
of a policeman, GafTre replaced the shoes. We continued to 
ohat and drink, and before w'e parted, I learnt that the plunder 
of the lead was that of which Hotot propo.sed to point out the 
jperpetrators. The father Bcllemont, a blacksmith of the Hue 
de la Tannerie, was the fence whom he mentioned to me. 

At these details were interesting, 1 told Hotot that I should 
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instantly conununicate them to M. Henry, and recommended 
him to lind out the place where the three thieves slept. lie 
promised to point out the house, and when wc hud agreed upon 
preliminaries, we se])arHted. Gallre liad not lelt me. “ W ell ! " 
said he, “ it is he, rlie shoes fit precisely, and the impression 
is very deep. In hjaping from tlie window lie must have fiilleu 
with all liis weiglit.” This was the signifieation of tlie word 
traijfc ; and now [ Inul only to take measures accordingly. I 
had already explainerl JJotot’s conduct to myself, and 1 readily 
conceived the jjart lie wished to play. In the first place, it was 
clear that he eommitted the lohherj^ with the intention of mak- 
ing liis j)ru(it hy il, but he was chasing two hares at once; by 
pointing out Ins neeomplices he attained his second object, 
that (;i‘ makiiig lujuself of consequence in tlie eyes of the police, 
that be might tlicreby be re-established in their emjjloy. 1 
trembied to iliiuk of the consequences of such a combination. 
'Wretcli, S lid 1 to myself, 1 will contrive that ho may Iiave the 
recom[>enee o( ills ejime, and if the unhappy ereatures wlio 
have aided him in his expedition are eoiivietcd, it is but just 
that hv should be a partaker of their senlenee. I did not 
hesitate to l)eli(‘V{; him the most guilty of the whole, and from 
what f knew of his <‘ijaraeter. it s'.’emed most probable to me 
that he i>ad led lluaii o:i to it, only to contrive a job ; I even 
W'cnt so far as to think thai it was possible that he alone had 
committed the ri^nbiov, but thought it advisable to accuse of 
Ills own crime tluKc individuals whose misconduct madv' tlumi 
suspected cliarac tei s. In each of these suppixitions, liolot 
Was a great rogue, and 1 determined to rid soeit ty of him. 

J knew that In; had two mistresses, one Hiniiie Simonet, 
\vlio had sevt r<(l children hy him, and with wliom ho lived as 
a husband ; the otlier Felicite Kenuud, a common girl, who 
doated upon liiin. 1 thought 1 could contrive to attain my 
ends by setting these rivals at loggerheads, and hy their mutual 
jealousy light tlie fiambeau that was to show him to justice. 
Holot was wateiied, and in the afternoon 1 learned /hat he w^as 
in the Cliamps EJysces with Felicite. I went to him there, and 
taking him aside, told him that I required him on an alfair of 
extreme importance. 

“ You must know,” 1 said, “you are to ho apprehended and 
taken to prison, wlicrc you must puinp a cove that we shall 
nab this evening. As you will be in quod before him, he will 
not take you for a sneaky and when he is brought in you can 
easily planet yourself upon him.*' 

Hotot accepted the proposition with joy. “Ah!" he ex- 
claimed, “ I am then a spy once morel You may rely on me. 
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but 1 must first take lej^ve of Felicit6/' He went towards her, 
and as the hour of nocturnal seductions, or padding the paw 
for the amorously disposed, was nigh, she was not angry with 
him for leaving her so soon. 

Now you have got rid of the nto/, I will give you instruc- 
tions. You know the little ken on the boulevard Montmartre 
in front of the Theatre des Vai*iet6s 

** Yes, Brunet’s.” 

Well, go there and seat yourself at the fiirther end of the 
room with a bottle of beer, and when you see two of the inspect- 
ors of the officer of peace, Mercier, enter — you know them ? ” 

“ Know them I do you ask me such a question, who am an 
old trooper ? ” 

“ Well, as you know them it will be all right - when they 
come in, make them a sign that it is you, that they may not 
mistake you for any other person.” 

You be easy, they v/ill not mistake me.” 

You know it will be disagreeable if they should lay hands 
on some unlucky citizen.” 

** Oh ! there shall be no mistake, 1 shall be there, and then 
the signal agreed on. The signal will do all.” 

“ You understand clearly ?” 

“ Y'es, do you take me for a fool ? I will not give them the 
trouble to take a second glance.” 

** All right, they shall have the countersign, and as soon as 
they j)erccive you, they will know what they arc to do ; they 
will arrest and jtmnvey you to the station of Lyccc, where you 
will stay two or three hours, and then the youth you are to 
pumpy liaving already seen you there, will not be surprised to 
meet you again at the depot.” 

“ Give yourself no uneasiness ; I will do the trick so well, 
that I will defy the most downy cove to discover that 1 am not 
situated exactly like himself. Besides, you will see how cle- 
verly 1 do my work, to the very letter.*' 

He seemed so hearty in the business, that I was really sorry 
at being compelled to deceive him thus, but, reflecting on his 
cohduct towards his comrades, the feeling of pity which 1 had 
momentarily experienced was dissipated, never to return. lie 
gave me lus hand, and wc parted; he walked with all the ve- 
locity of eager satisfiiction ; the earth seemed scarcely to bear 
him. On my part, no less swift than he, I flew to the prefec- 
ture, where 1 found the inspectors I had mentioned to him ; 
one of them was named Cocliois, now a watchman at Bic^tre ; 
I told them what they were to do, and followed them. They 
entered the house. 
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Scarcely had they crossed the threshold, when Hotot, faith- 
ful to the orders I had given him, pointed to himself with his 
finger, like a man who says, “ It is me.*' At this signal the 
inspectors went up to him, and asked for his letters of protec- 
tion. Hotot, as proud as Artabanes, answered that he had 
none, Then you must come with us,”, was the immediate 
rejoinder, and to prevent him from running away, if he should 
he so inclined, they secured his hands with cords. During 
this operation, a sort of internal content overspread the face of 
Hotot : ho was happy to find himself caught : he blessed his 
bonds: ho contemplated them almost with love, for, as he 
believed, all this preparation was but a cereiuonioiis form ; and 
in fact, like some piiilosopher of antiquity, ho could boast of 
being free in In's chains: and he said in a low voice to the in- 
spectors, “ Devil fetcli me if I run ! The mauleys and trotters 
are tied : you could not do more to secure a regular workman.'** 

It was about eiglit in the evening when Hotot was brought 
to tlie guard-house : at eleven o’clock they had not broiiglit in 
the persoji from whom he was to extract confession, and tite 
delay began to appear extraordinary to him. Perhaps the in- 
dividual might have escaped the pursuit of justice, or, perliaps, 
he had already confessed. In that case the aid of a sneak was 
usedess; 1 know not what conjectures the prisoner formed, i 
only know that at Icjiglli, tired with waiting, and thinking tiny 
Iiad forgotten him, ho asked the serjeant of the guard to inform 
the commissary of police that lie was still there. “ If lie he 
tlierc, let liiin remain there,” said the commissary, “ it is no 
business of mine.” Tliis answer transmitted to Hotot awak- 
ened no other idea than tliat of a negligence of the inspectors. 

“ Jf i had my supper now,” he added, with the comico-scrio 
accent of that lachrymose gaiety which is less touching than 
laughable ; — ” they arc making sport of me, perhaps they are 
stuffing avay in some comfortable corner, whilst I am supping 
here with Duke Humphrey.** Twice or tlirice he calleil, 
sometimes the corporal, sometimes the serjeant, to relate his 
griefs to them ; he did not even leave tlie officer of the guard 
alone, but supplicated him to allov/ of his being set at liberty. 

** 1 will return, if necessary,” he added ; “what do you risk, 
since I was only grabbed for a particular purpose ?” 

Unfortunately the officer, who told us all these particulars 
next day, w'as one of those incredulous personages whose ob- 
Btinay is not to be shaken. Hotot was only tormented by his \ 
appetite ; now, with persons who think there is such a thing 1 
as remorse, this might have been construed into presumptive 
innocence, but with those who trust only to lock and key — 
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fatality had indiuded this officer in the luunbor ; and, hosidf^, 
not having any power to act for himself, h')vvc'ver desirous of 
so doing, he drew the bolt upon Hotot, who, unal)le to obtain 
anything from the inspectors, made his moan in the following 
broken and interrupted soliloquy, which, heard through the 
door, excited mirth, by his alternatives 4 grotesque resignation 
and impatience. 

**Oh! I say, though, it is coming it a-dittle too strong to 
keep me here all night! — impossible — they are coming-— no ; 
no more an inspector than I am a king — what the deuce keeps 
the brutes? — If I were behind them I would apj)ly a quickener 
— if it is not their fault, to be sure, -nothing can be said. — They 
certainly planted me for the purpose — yet, why don't they bring 
in the cere — perhaps he has done them. — If he he not caught 
in the fact they can do nothing with liirn.— Tlu re is no fun in 
all this, though, to me, who have not tasted food since I arose. 
— Come, gentlemen, as soon as you pl(‘ase, at your earliest 
convenience — I am quite ready — but w'c can’t always have <»ur 
own way. — What a devil of an mtlucky go for niel — It plays 
tiie deuce with my stomach; 1 want to eat. and have notliiiig. 

— How my belly cries cajtboard This is a nice new year's 

present, I must confess. — Do they vvant to try my a’ppetite I - 
A very excellent method, certainly — fasting is good for young 
pcopb;. — N'ever mind, never mijid, itw'ill not kill me this tiino, 
and J. shall breakfast all the better in the morning. — 1 will 
wager they are guzzling away at .some cabaret, the l)rntes! — 
If 1 were near them —this is a good joke, Cc rtainly, an admira- 
ble farce. — In the name of nil the devils in h - . and the salnt.s 
in the calendar ! — Well, why jnit yourself out, my boy I — Hun- 
ger makes the wolf leave the woods — get out, get out yourself, 
hoy, it i.s easy enough — if I had hut my turkey ot ibis morning — 
if my friend Jules were hcia* — be docs not know, ah ! if he knew.” 

Hotot said, as the people say, “if the king knew:'’ hut 
w’hilst he was deploring iny ignorance, and so very far from 
foreseeing the consequences of an arrest, which he su]>p()sed 
pretended, I, exploring the little streets in the neighbourhood 
of the place du C hate let, had joined Emilio Simonet, in one 
of those low haunts where, to suit light purses, a landlady 
keeps liquors and lasses, both tending to the same end and 
serving for the same puri)oses. Here the liquors are like the 
secret entrance of the lottery-office, a means of deceiving the 
spy : the sliamefaced lover enters, under the pretext of taking 
a glass of wine, and is doubly poisoned. It is to this sort of 
blind cofl'oe-shop that the refuse of prostitutes crowd, and heap 
their favours on the beastly drunkard, or make terms with the. 
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poverty of tTieir customer. More tlian one ci-devant beauty, 
now reduced to her calico petticoat, her coarse apron, 
wooden slices, — unless she prefer philosophes (shoes of 
twenty, or twenty-iive pence), here boasts of the tradition 
almost forgotten, though recent, of those charms which pro- 
cured her the cacheniere and splendid veil which she dis- 
play<»’ .ii the cavalcades of Mo'-itmorcncy, or else in the ele- 
gant tilbury which conveyed her to Bagatelle. I have seen 
many of tliese vicissitudes, and to give one of the million ex- 
amples, there was a friend of Emilie, named Caroline, who had 
hc(‘n the mistress of a Russian prince. In her days of splen- 
dour, a InuHlred thousand crowns a-year did not pay the ex- 
penses oi her establishment; she Iiad equipages, horses, lackeys, 
coiirtiers ; she Ijad liecii very handsome, but her beauty had 
entirely faded. Slie was Kniille’s companion, and even more 
degraded than her. Constantly muddled by liquor, site never 
had «. lucid interval. The lady of the house, who provided her 
attire, for Cafolinc had no longer a rag of her own, watched 
her as closely as a cat does a mouse, lest she should sell her 
clothes, A hundred times sh-* had been found at some low 
liolo of vice, nak('d as a worm ; she had drunk fiw.iy every article 
of dress, oven to her chemise. Sueh is the sad conditron of 
these wretched creatures, almost all of whom have had, at one 
time of their li\es, a run of good luek*. after having the iiuranR 
of literally rolling in money, tliey 1 eel the want of a enist to 
stop the cravings of hunger, and those ]ialates on v/hieh the 
dellracies of Tortoni palled, find a relish in the potatoes of 
La Grove. Jt is in this catalogue c:f courLesaus that are to be 
found those damsels Wiho form the delight of the paviors, mes- 
sengrrs, and water-bearers ; kept by llic lihcrtiiu's of thii 
iahorious class, whose liberalities form their main ehance, they, 
in their turns, when not smitten by some funeing-masler or 
street-singer, support t!ic thieves, or, at least, if they are in 
good keeping, by way of return, they comfort them during 
their dungeon woe.s, and in tlie dead season of the year. 

The comrade of the priiuM ss Caroline, Emilio Siinonct, or 
madamc Hotot, was one of this stamp ; hers was a kind heart 
jiervertcd ; ] met her at mother Bariolc’s. Mother Bariolc^ 
a good woman, if tliere ever was one, and as honest as it was 
possible in her profession, had a sort of consideration amongst 
the debauched beings who infest these places in double capa- 
cities ; these revolting porticoes of a sanctuary, where, braving 
all disgust, lust and misery caress each other by turns. For 
nearly half a century her establishment was the providence and 
1 .rfst refuge of those daughters of Lais, whom the consequence 

2^1 



MCMOIIIS OF VIDOCQ. 


SS6 

of their fall from virtue, and time, so swift in his outrag^cs, have 
cast lieadlong under the same control as the stream and the 
bank : it is the old seraglio, where no one must penetrate who 
desires to rejoice his mind by delightful images : here is no 
enchantress I The Ariuida of the Chaussec d’Antin is but a 
hideous trullj who, alternating between a prison and a hospital, 
exhausts, in her own person, the vicissitudes of a, career — whose 
last hope must be to die on a dunghil. In this aGvlum, the 
luxury of the Rue Vivienne is superseded hy the trumpery of 
the temple : and she who, during the ephemeral trinniph of her 
attractions scarcely budded, disdained tlie first fruits of the 
fashion, finds still w'herewithal to deck herself in that faded 
lincry, wliicli, falling lower and lower, has at length reached 
the wardrobe ofnioUicr Rririide. Thus we see a broken-down 
jfiro// of the hackney draff assume, with pride, th<e harness 
wbielj humiliated hini in the da>s when Ids wcdl-f d carcass 
formed llic; glory of a sjdeiulid equij.'age. Jf tlie comparison 
laiJs in nobleness of idea, it is just in fact. 

It would be a curious history, and j-iofltahle to morality, to 
have the narrative of some of motln r Ihariole’s nymjdis ; it 
might he to the purpose to add to it the biograpliy of tins 
venerable matron, who, placed for hfty years in tin* very cen- 
tre of blows from lists, kicks from feet, thrusts from swords, 
&e., lias pass d through the whole period witlioiit a single 
scrateli ; the friend of the police, the friend of the thi(‘ves, the 
friend of the soldiery, in fact, cveryhody’s friend, she havS pre- 
served herself invulncrahle in the midst of storms innuirifra- 
blc, and of the thousand and one battles of wldcli she has 
been spectatress. Siihine or Roman when the combat com- 
menced, woe to him who louelietl a hair of tin? Divlhcr^s head ! 
Her count' r was like the holy arch, it waas the neutral terri- 
tory w'hicli even the flying bottles respeelc'd. 'idiis is, indeed, 
being loved ! not one of tlie Sabines wlio would not have shed 
her blood ibr her. It was a glorious sight to see licr in the 
morning, as they were all tlironging round her to tell their 
dreams about the lottery ; and at the approach of quarter-day, 
when the savings destined to pay the rent were insufficient, be- 
cause the money-box had been broken open, the poor girls 
would work themselves ill to make up the deficit ! What 
misery if the xibbess, to satisfy her landlord, w'as compelled to 
spout her silver niugwS I la what could she then warm tne 
little sugared wine which she drank with her Swtssy or her 
gossip, when, chatting togctlier, and deploring tlic hardship of 
the times, nose to nose, and with elbow's on the table, they 
eoothed their sorrows with a cup of comfort. This dear mother 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ. 


887 

Bariolc, ho\r often she sent to the Mont-de-Pi^ttf for the mi- 
litia of "00(1 conduct, to regale them with oysters and white 
wine ! How generous the inspectors found her, and how com- 
passionate the thieves ! The confidence of the latter she never 
betrayed. AVith what interest did she listen to the wailings of 
those who were out of worlc, and, sending a sprat to catch a 
herring, if she augured well of the fortune of any one of them, 
under the guise of friendship she handed over the cup of con- 
solation ; nay, even the creating on if the uiK'mploycd 
cracksman was likely soon to he fltish. /f er/r, my children,'* 
she said to tin? labourers of all classes, to be welcome to me 
you must always he doin^.*^ She did not advise the soldiery 
in the same way, hut gained their affections l>y attentions that 
were endless ; slic cursed the police wdth them, and to perfect 
their pleasures in case of a disturbance, slic never sent for the 
guard until the la-^t extremity. She detested colonels, cap- 
tains, adjutants, sub-li(.'utenants, in fact, all epaulettes; but 
then she doated on worsted lace, and nothing could equal her 
afftjction for subalterns in general, ajid particularly tliose who 
were well-looking : she was a mother to them all. “ Ah, i^iy 
darling !’’ 1 have heard liei often say, when you return with 
the sf-rjeant you vilj he a major.” 

“Yes, mother Bari-de, and l)i tween ilie lionrs ofj[*aradc the 
liouse shall he merry.” 

hladauie Bariole is still alive, hut since I am not now called 
on to-visit her, J know not if her cstahlishinent he su])portcd 
on the same system. At the time I knew her, she had all tlie 
lov('. for ]\ic whieli a spy could ( ver have ex]n}ctod from her. 
She was delighted wlnm 1 asked for KmiTK* Simom^t, who vas 
her favourite, Alotiier liariolc tliought 1 was ahout to tlirow 
the handkerchief in her harem. 

“ You cannot ask me for any one wlmm I would more 
readily give to you.” 

“ Is she, then, 3'our favourite V 

“ What do you mean ? I like women who take care of 
their children : if she had put them out of the way, I would 
never have looked at her again. Those poor little things did 
not ask to he horn : why should not Christians liave as much 
natural affection as animals? Her last is iny godchild — the 
very image of Ilotot, the very” spit of him. I wish you could 
sec her, she grows like a mushroom ; she will be no fool : 
there wnll be no occasion to teach her anything ; she will 
know everything.** 

“ She is forward, indeed.’* 

“ Yc.'=i, and pretty : a little love ! let her only be until she ia 
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ai old as a fiftpen-sous piece, and I know she will bring her 
motiicr in as much money as she can carry. With a daughter 
one always has a resource.” 

** Certainly.” 

*‘Yes, yes, the good (iod will bless her, Kmilie ; and then 
she has not, for a long time, had any mishap with the men.” 

“ Does the good God meddle with these things 

** Ah, certainly ; you chaps are unbelievers, you believe in 
nothing.” 

** You have some religion, then, mother Bariole.” 

“I hope 1 have: 1 do not like ])riests, hut that is al! the 
same. It is not eight days since 1 had a niiu* days* devotion 
made at Sainte- Genevieve for a safe passage of some licjiuM- 
from Brussels, and the butt arrived safe and sound.” 

” And the end of the vvax candle, have you burnt that ?” 

“ Hold your tongue, you heathen.” 

I will lay a bet that you have some Jjuster eake at vojr 
bed-head.” 

” A little, my hoy I people should not live liki* brutes.” 

Bariole, who did not like to he thwarted about her creed, 
began to call to Kmilie. 

Come, make haste,” she cried ; ** wait, my son, I am 
going to see if she has finished.” 

” That’s right, for 1 am in a hurry.*’ Kmilie soon a))peared 
vvith a corporal of artillery, vslio, without looking behind him, 
immediately look leave of her. 

” Since he did not ask for his dram,” observed Bariole, 
“ we will put it hack into the hotllc.*' 

“ f will drink it,” said Kmilie. 

” JS'o, no, Lisette.” 

” You joke, it is {)aid for ” (drinking). 

” Ah ! tliere are Hies in it.” 

” Tjiat will make your lieart gay,” I cried. 

” So it will, well said. Is it you, Jules, what are you doing 
in this quarter ?” 

“ I heard you were liere, and said to myself, I must see 
llotot’s wife, 1 will have a drop with her.” 

” Agathe,” called Bariole, ” bring a ))int and Agathe, 
according to custom, pretending to go down into the cellar, 
went out by the back door to the vintner’s, whence she 
brought a flasjc, of which she reserved three parts, and by bap- 
tizing the rest, obtained the quantity required. 

” This is not adulterated,” said Kmilie to me, whilst I 
poured it out into her glass, “ see, it inakps bubbles on the 
top, which is a good sign ; 1 will drink again.** 
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I pleased her much by giving her plenty of drink, but that 
was only the first step towards gaining Ikt coiilidence ; and 
wisliii^ to reacli, insensibly, to the catalogue of her com- 
plaints against IJotot, 1 managed so skilfully, that the change 
of conversation did not give her any suspicion. I first bc:>an 
by deploring my own lot, and these girls, when lamentations 
arc made wliieh have any relation to their own, are never slow 
in joini}ig chorus: 1 have seen many of them, before the 
second jdnt has been emptied, hurst into tears and wcej) like 
iMagdalenes ; at the third, I became their best friend ; then 
there was no fartlier restraint, all tliat was heaviest upon their 
hearts came forth with a sudden explosion ; it was that mo- 
ment of overflowing confidence, wdien the exordium is always, 
“ world is full of troubles, every one has his own.” 
Emili(', who had, during the day, tolerably well washed down 
In r griefs, was not slow in eomniencing bt'i* tale of woe on the 
subject of lier rival and llotot’s infulelitic's. 

Is lie sucli a rover, }our liotot ? fellows like him do not 
des('rve to have wives. To leave such a woman as you for a 

Ju'licite ! between ourselvu’s that Felicite is a ; iff liad 

to mak(> a clioice, I give you my word lliat 1 would give you 
the ))r(=f(’rence,’ 

“ (’(un(‘, Jules, you are huitcrin}*' n^o down. You are tryvi^ 
if on ! 1 know well enough that b f liciie is the hotter look- 

ing ; but if f am not so 6wW/, 1 have my lu'art in the right 
})lace. You saw it when I used to take the tirran to Loreefe 
(J^a I'orce) ; that is the time to judge if one is [rue or not.” 

“ 'I'liat is true, you took every care of him, 1 was witness to 
that.” 

“Now, Jules, have 1 not done all a woman could do for 
him '! The blackguard, one can scarcely keep one’s temper I 
I did it to the injury of my trade. 1 am sure that no one 
could say a word against me ; a married wife and all could 
not liave done more.” 

“ Wliat is it you say? she would not have done so much.” 

“ To be sure not, but it is not only that, he knows how^ dis- 
posed 1 am to have cliildreii — ^whilst he had been fifteen 
months in quod did I have a young one without liim ? Is not 
that virtue ? and now he would deprive me altogether. My 
shoe knows what I have undergone, and would tell long tales 
if it could speak ; did it not have those ten-sous pieces which 
passed under the very nose of Bariole ? Ho ought to remem- 
ber them ; but cut off the rope from a rogue's neck and 

“ You are right ! It w'as not F^licit^, then, who gAve them 
^0 him V* 
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“ F^lioit6 ! she would sooner have eaten liim. But it h 
always those that they love best” (she sighed and drank, 
sighed and drank, sighed and drank again). “ Since we two 
are together, tell me have you seen them together lately ? tell 
me the truth, and on the word of Emilie Simonet, which ia 
my real name, may every drop which has entered, and shall 
enter my lips, turn to poison, may I die on the spot, or may I 
be nahbed when easing the next cull I make a plant upon, if I 
open my mouth to him about it.” 

” Why should I tell you 2 you women are all blahs.” 

“ On my wojrd and honour ” (assuming a solemn air and 
tone), ” by the ashes of my father, who is as dead as you are 
alive 

This Homeric bjin of speech is no longer in use, except 
amongst the priestesses of Venus-Cioacina. Whence it came 
to them I know not. Had some washerwoman’s daughter 
sworn by the ashes of her mother — hut hy the ashes of my 
fatijer ! Tlie words are even more formidable than the pro- 
phetic nebulae* which alarmed Fontcnellc: tlicy comprise an 
entire monography. In the mouth of a woman who would 
seem to be honest, they are ahvays a bad augury, wliatever be 
her appearance or real situation ; W’itliout running the risk <;£ 
deceiving her, one can say, “ 1 know you, beautiful mask.” 
This oath, considering the quality of tlie persons who use it, 
has always appeared to me so burlesque, that it has never b« t n 
uttered in my presence without exciting in me an irresislible 
impulse to laugh.. 

“ Laugh away, laugh away,” said Emiiie to me, ” it Is 
laughable enough, is it not ? Come, now, be quiet : it is 
true, there is no pleasure with him, he believes notliing. IVlay 
I be the greatest wretch under the canopy of heaven ; hy all 
that I hold dearest in life i by^the life of my child, which is an 
oath I never make ; may all the miseries of life befal me if 1 
speak of you to him.” At the same lime pulling forward the 
thumb of her right hand, the nail of which, scraping against 
her tipper teeth, escaped with a slight noise — she added, 
crossing herself as she spoke, ” now, Jules, it is sacred: now 
it is all as right as if a notary had signed articles between us,” 

During this conversation our pint measure had been fre- 
quently filled, and the more the Penelope of Hotot drank, the 
more pressing she became, and the more solemnly pledged 
herself to silence. 

” Indeed, my boy Jules, you should tell me, when I pro- 
mise you that he shall know nothing of it.” 

” Ah 1 you are such a good wench that 1 can keep nothing 
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from you ; but I forewarn you, do not nosef if »o, take care of 
yourself. I would not be the death of you, but Hotot is my 
fiiend, you know.” 

“ There is no danger, and when any one tells me a thing 
(pointing to her breast) it is there—dt is death.” 

** Well, then, I went this evening to the Champs Elys^eg 
and there saw your man with F^licit^ ; they were quarrelling 
at first ; she declared that he had you in his room in the Kue 
Saint Pierre aux Boeufs. He swore that he had not, and that 
he no longer kept up any connexion with you. You know 
that when she was by I could not do otherwise than say as he 
did. ^I’hcy made it up, and, afterwards, from some words they 
let fall, 1 think he passed the night before last with F^licitd 
at the Place dii Palais Royal.” 

“ Oil, tlien, you’re wrong, for he was with his friends.” 

With Caflin, Ricelrc, and Linois ; lloto^ told me that.” 

“What, did ho tell you? He forbade my speaking of it: 
that is just like him, and then afterwards, if any accident 
should happen to him, lie would /</« me well.” 

“ Oh, don’t he alarmed ; I am not the man to bring a friend 
into a scrapo ; if 1 am a spy, I have mv feelings about irie 
still !” 

“ 1 know, my dear Jules, that you were compelled to enter 
the police, or else return to (he Bagno.” 

“ Jt is all the same, police or not, 1 am all right still ; and 
if 1 had any one to lay my clutches on, Ilotoi is not the man.” 

“You arc right, my boy, never snitch upon comrades: and 
now, my lad of mettle*, tell me, where did he go with the 

“ Do you wish to know ? They went to roust at Biectre’s. 
I cannot give you the address, for I did not ask for it.” 

“ Oil ! gone to Bic^tre ! right as my hand, riglit as a trivet 
— I will go and stir them up.' 

“ I will go with you — ^is it far off?” 

“ You know the Rue du Bon Puits ?” 

“ Yes.” 

Well ! it is then at Lahirc’s, on the fourth pair of stairs. 
Now she shall carry my ten commandments in her face. Jules, 
have you a six liard piece ? let me have it, that 1 may mark 
the soles of her feet with it.” 

“ I have not one.” 

** Never mind, I have my key in my handkerchief; — Oh 
I’ll kick up a h— of a row. I thought something would turn 
up this morning, for I had three knaves in my hand of cards.” 

“ Listen to me, don’t be too much in haste. That will not 
be the plan to find if they be there or not. You can ^9 
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me, let rnc have my way : if I reniaifi, you will know what it 
means — that I have found the birds at roost. ’ 

** That’s a good idea, let us be sure before we begin to make 
an uproar,” 

We reached the Jlue du Con Puits, and I entered, when 
having assured myself that Bicctre was in his lair, I rtyoiiied 
Emilie, whose brain was actually turned by wine and jealousy. 

** Well, now, see how unlucky we are ! they have just left 
with Bicctre hud his wife, to go and sup at Linois’s. I asked 
where, but they could not inform me.’’ 

P’r*aps they would not; but, that Is of no consequence, 
none at all. 1 know where Linois hangs oaiy at his mother’s, 
Come with me, you shall go and ask lier, that tliey may have 
no suspicion of anything.’* 

“ Oh ! you will take me from place to place till morning !” 

What, Jules, do you refuse me ? Ah, my dear hoy, don’t 
refuse, you shall have no reason to repent it --l will give you 
as many kisses as you like.” 

, How could a kiss, and siicdi a kiss, he resisted ? I went to 
the line Joequclot, and then 1 climbed to the sixth story, 
where 1 saw Linois, who did not know my name.” 

“ I am looking for llotot,” 1 said to him. “ liavc you seen 
him ?” “ No,” was tlie re]>ly, and as In* was in bed, I retired, 

after having wished liim good-night. 

“ We liave the luck of it! I liave again been tlirosvn off my 
scent : they liave been here, but are now' gone to seek for 
Caffiii to stand some wine. Where dpes Calfin pitcli his 
tent ?” 

Why I siiould be puzzled to fell you, but as he is a pi-t- 
licoat luintcr, T am Sv’rc we shall fmd him amongst the women 
111 the Place aux Veaux. Come along.” 

Why we shall traverse the four corners of Paris, It is 
getting late, and I have no time to spare.” 

Pray, Jules, do not leave me, the inspectors wull perhaps 
grab me.” 

As compliance was useful, I did not persist in my refusal. 
I went with Emilie to the Place aux Veaux, and, from ken to 
ken, taking draughts of courage in each cabaret, we flew on- 
wards to the place where I hoped to perfect my informations. 
We flew, I say, though the expression is somewhat strong, in 
spite of tliQ^ weight on my arm : Emilie, very much intoxi- 
•att?d, had much difficulty to put her feet on the ground. But 
the more she staggered, the more communicative she became, 
ISO that she disclosed to me the most secret thoughts of her 
laithless swain. I learnt from her all that I required to know 
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Hotot, and I had the satisfaction of convincing 
myself tliat I was not deceived in judging him capable of di- 
recting the thieves wlioin he proposed to give up to the police. 
Kniilie lioping to lind Hotot, and I to discover Cafiin, when a 
girl named Jjonison la Blagueuse, whom we met, told us that 
lie was with Emilie Taquet, and that he would pass the night 
cither at Bariole’s or at Blondinfs, who was also an encou- 
rager of loves. “ Thank ye, my little one,’’ said Simonet to 
the sister cyprian, who gave us this welcome information. 

*Mt is just so,” she continued, ** Bidctre is with his wife, 
Linois and Cafiin are with theirs, Hotot is with F^licite, every 
Jack has Ids Jill : the wretch ! he shall have my life or 1 vvill 
have his ; 1 don’t mind being kilb'd (grinding her teeth and 
tearing her hair) ; Jules, do not leave me, 1 will massacre 
tliein, my friend, I will massacre them !” 

During this ebullition of v(nige:'ne<\ we were still going 
forward, until at length v/e reached tlic corner of the lliU! dcs 
Arcis. What are you doing, Melie ?” grunted out a harsh 
voice, and a female approached us. “ It is the jielite Madelon/* 
cried Emilie. 

Ah, my lass! Imw are you ? I am on llie look (ud : have 
you sei'U Callin this {'vening?” 

“ Caliin. do you say V' 

Yes, Caliin.” 

“ They are at mother Bariole’s.” 

ISo liour is uniittiug that can he turned to its purpose. 
Besides, Emilie nas one of the house. We went in and learnt 
that Calhn was there, but that Hotot had not made his ap- 
pearance. On tills intelligence, madamc Hotot imagined tliat 
they wished to deceive Iier. 

“ Yes, you encourage his vice," slie said to Bariolc, ‘‘ give 
me my man, you old 

1 do not rememh-er the epithets she heaped upon her, but 
there was, for a quarter of aii hour, an ineessant firing, sup- 
ported by a succession of glasses of fapr poured upon the 
wine which had already fermented jealousy to its height. 
“ Will you cease with your bullying interrupted Bariole, 
who was an exeelleut trumpeter. “ Vour man! your man! 
he is at the mill, and the devil may fetch him. Did you put 
him into my keeping ? He is a fine kiddi/ ! Everybody’# 
man ! Sucli fellows as he are to be picked up — . You think 
he is with CafFin, then go and see : go to Taquet’s chamber.” 

Emilie did not allow her to say so twice, but went to con- 
vince hiTsclf, and returned. ” W'^ell,” said Bariole arc you 
satisfied now ?” 
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** There is no one there hut CalTui.” 

I not tell you so !" 

** Where is the brute, where is tlic monster / ’ 

** If you like,” I said to her, “ 1 will t ike you to Lon.” 

“ Oh, pray do, I hep; of you, .Tules.” 

“ It is a long distance from lierc, at the Hotel li’ Angle! rre.” 

“ Do you think he is there ?” 

** I am sure of it ; he went to pass an lionr or two and wait 
until Fclicite lias finished her evening, and thou he will go 
and meet licr in the Rue Froid Manteau.” 

Emilie did not doubt but that I had exactly guessed the 
fact, and would not delay a moment; she was bursting with 
rage, but would give me neither peace nor quiet until I had 
consented to undertake to go with her to the liotcl d’An- 
gletcrre. The transit appeared long, for 1 was the knight of 
a lady, whose centre of gravity, vacillating excessively, gave 
me much trouble to keep my own equilibrium ; however, half 
carrying the belle, I reached the Hue St. llonore and the very 
door of the haunt where she trusted to find her man. AVe 
went through the rooms, and without fear of disturbing tlio 
amorous tete-a-t^tes, glanced our eyes over each eloset which 
was ranged on both sides of the corridor, llotot was not 
there, and the rival of Fclicite was transported beyond bounds, 
her eyes were starting from tlieir orbits, licr lips covered with 
foam ; she wept, she stormed, she was an e])ile]itie, a demo- 
niac ; wdth dishevelled liair, pale, her features frightfully and 
spasmodically contracted, and the sinews of her neck stretched 
. by passion, she presented tlie hideous appearance of one of 
those corpses to*\rhom galvanism has restored motion. Terri- 
ble effects of love and brandy, jealousy and wine ! Yet in tlie 
crisis which thus agitated her, Emilio did not lose sight of 
me, but clinging to my arm, swore never to (piii me until slie 
had unkennelled tlie ingratc who had thus tormented her. 
But there was now no more that I wished to learn, and for 
some time I had been endeavouring to rid myself of her, and 
make her understand that 1 was -going to iiupiire if F61icit6 
had returned, which was soon done, as she lived in a house 
where thwo was a doorkeeper. Emilie, wlio had received so 
much complaisance from me, could but be pleased with m)'’ 
offer, and I went out without any attempt on her part to fol- 
low me ; but instead of performing Hie commission 1 had 
undertaken, I went to the corps de garde of tlve Chateau 
d*£au, when making myself known to the chief officer, I 
begged him to arrest and keep her in the closest confinement. 
It certainly pained me to push matters to this extre!^ity» for 
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sf)cr all sh had evinced it will be a/yreed that Emilie de* 
nerved a ]>» !!.er fate, but this night she certainly passed in the 
guard-liou^ - How painful it is sometimes to perform strict 
d ity ! No one knew ])c:Uer than myself where was the be- 
loved whoio she was cursing; was 1 not necessarily deprived 
nf the satisfaction of proving him innocent when she supposed 
him guilty 'i Perliaps, before 1 proceed farther, it may not 
be useless to say why I had caused Hotot to be apprcliendcd. 
It was tliat he might not have time to exculpate himself by 
the removal of all traces of his share in the robbery, or in 
bargaining for his safety with the police. But the tender 
Em i lie, why imprison her ? Had 1 not to dread her return 
to Buriole’s, where in the loquacity of intoxication, she might 
utter reminiscences which would put Caflin on his guard ? 
It may he objected that she was not in a state even to keep her- 
self upright ; I wdll not dispute that ; hut the reader must 
remember that, from the experience of children and drunk- 
ard's certain pliiloso])hcrs have been induced to think that men 
(and v-omen of course included) were originally qundru])eds, 
Emilie, even on four paws, could have regained her domicile, 
and thou licr tongue would soon liavo icturned, and my 
measures must infallibly have been betrayed. 

After all those precautimis, Hotot being already in rny 
elulch, 1 bad only to secure bis three accomplices, and I knew 
wliere to ])rick for them all. 1 took two agents wiili me, 
and .soon afterwards presented myself at Baiiole’s in the 
name of the law'. 

“ Ah !” said the motlier, “ when I saw you bring your 
l)ody h^'re, I h-ared .'dl was not right. ^Vhat will these gen- 
tleimm tak(‘ slie addtHi, addres. iug my two aide-de^camps, 
“ Vou will take soinethirig to be sure, wlnt shall it be? from 
the small bottle that 1 keep for friends?” and whilst speak- 
ing, slie stoo})ed to niminage in her counter-draw, wdience 
she took, from amongst a parcel of millinery, an old gilt flask 
which contained tlie precious liquid. I am obliged to bide 
it, or with tlicsc girls — ah ! peo]>le are much to be pitied who 
have to deal with women, J vow', if ever I can get a means 
of living — how liappy they are who have an income to live 
upon ! See, I have not enough to provide myself with an 
arm-chair. Here is one like a skeleton, we can see its 
bones.” 

“ Oh ! come tell us about your sofa ; it has beautiful hair, 
and one leg' in tlie air most gracefully,” said a young girl, 
who, when we entered, was sleeping on a table in the comer 
of the room ; “ it is like Philemon and Baucis V* 
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Wlmt is that you, little Real ? I did not see you. What 
are you chattering about with your PhUemus and Bauctni ? 
What are you talking about V* 

“ r said,” replied Fifine, “ that it is like the Sybil’s tripod." 
** Good, good, it is the Iripemau's arm-chair ; you shall not 
say so of it any longer. 1 will have it new stufled. You see 
she has had an education, and is not an ignorant beast like 
us: see what it is to have 2 )arents. J5ut 1 know eiiougli to 
carry on the war. ('onie, come, Fifmc, draw the cork ol‘ this 
bottle and have a drop." 

You are very kind, ma’am." 

Do not tell any of the others." 

'J'Jie glass was ])oured out, and a double lar.v (if ])carls w'crc 
formed on tlie suifaee of the Cogniac. 

Tt is delicious; I say it is in the Costico /?/n .V// e," ob- 
served Fifine. 

" Well, gi'ntlemrn,” resumed Barioh-, ‘‘shall w(' leivi* a 
drop for Die (hipuchins ? Jhll, I drink to you. Here’s to 
you, my men ; here we are all in jjerfeet harmony, and yet we 
must die some day! It is .so pleasant to ap,ree wlu'n iViends 
meet ! Ah ! my God, yt's we must die, and that pains me, 
and yet we have all toil and troiihie on this earth ; it is too 
mueli for me, there is not a minute when the idea dfies not 
pass ihrongh my mind ; but let us live lionestly, tliat is the 
main thing, and then we can always walk witli onr lieads: 
\i \). — Let us not be lf‘d into temptation. In my ease, die 
wlu'u I may, tio one can reproach me with wronging them 
of the value of a pin’.s head. But what leads you here at 
this hour, my children? Mot for my girls; they are all 
<]uiet; if you want a sam))ie, look at lu r (/>oht!i},(; to Fijinc). 
But, hy-the-hVj Jules, what have ^ou done with Alelie 
" ni tf‘ll you presemly ; give us a eaiulh'.” 

“ I will hot you w'ant Cafliu. (iood riddance ; I assure you 
he is a regular fancy man.'’ 

“ And a woman thumpt’r, ton !” added Fitlii!’. 

** We don’t often .see the colour of his h/uitt,'* said Bariolo. 
“ See, Jules, on this slate arc the expense and earnings of his 
wdfe ; she cannot get enough for the fellow. If Paris could 
be cleared of such vagabonds, we should be better ofi’." She 
offered to lead me to the pcMsiovcr' s chamher, hut as I knew 
the way as well as .she did, I declined the offer. “ The second 
door," she said, " with the key in it.” I could not mistake, 
and entering tlie room told Cafiii'. lie was my prisoner. 

Well 1 well ! what’s the row ?" said he, waking j ** what, 
ia it you, Jules, who have nabbed me ?" 
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“ What do you mean ? I am no conjuror, and if you had 
beoji snitched^ I should not have come to disturb your 
slct'o/* 

Wliat. at the old ftame, hut it won t do ; old birds are not 
caught with such chaff.’* 

“ Just as you please, it is your own affair ; but if what they 
say b{i true, your fortune is told — yon are bound for a trip to 
tlio Bagne.” 

‘‘ Ves, believe that and drinb water, vou will never be 
full.’* 

“ M'ell then, if you uiust have it all to conviuce you, listen. 

1 have no interest in pujnjjiu^ you. I repeat lliat 1 (‘ouid not 
have guessed your liaunt had 1 not been told lliat you Jilrhcd 
vome doub/r tripe (l(‘ad) on the boulevard Saiiit-iMartiTi, w)i(?n 
you narrowly esca))ed the watch, or you would not have needed 
my visit. Are you Jhj now ? Out of the t|uartette that inarl^* 
the gang, one has (dotvn tlie guess the uose and I will 

tell you.” 

Caffin reflected for a moment, and then, lifting his head up 
a liorse who rears, “ Jules, " lie said, 1 perceive <me of 
the party has alartetL take me to tlie hi^'^ici" and I'll uiake a 
cl^an breast on't too. There is no liarm in juachiup, when 
otiiors liave nc.<»c(/ first. It is anoiher tiling with you, who 
aie a spy by eompulsion, for f know ih it. if y ni could make 
a good hit, you would give the police the go-hy.” 

“ As you observe, my boy, if 1 had known wliat I now 
know, I slioul<l not have lieen amongst tlicm, but wiicii our 
senses leave us we do many things we cannot undo.” 

“ Where are you going to take me to ? 

“To the station of the Place du Cliatelet, and if you will 
tell tlie facts, I will iiiforni tlie eoinmissary.” 

“ Yes, tell him to come, I will trap that llotot, for 

it is only lie wlio could have blown us/’ 

The commissary came, (kaffiii confessed tlic crime, hut at 
tlie same time did not fail to accuse iJotol, wliom lie pointed 
out, as his only accomplice. He wa.s not a false brotlier. His 
two friends showed the same Iriendsliip ; surprised in bed, 
and interrogated separately, they could not do otherwise than 
confess their guilt, ilotot, w’hoin they aeeused of their mis- 
fortunt, was tlie only one w'hom each inculpated. In S})ite of 
this nobility of feeling, worthy of being cited with the fine 
traits of ” Active Moralityj” this generous trio were sent 
to the galleys, and the traitor llotot accompHuied them. He 
18 now^ at the Bagne, wlicre, most probably, be does but 
talk about the most curious particulars of ids apprehension 



MEMOIRS OF VIDOCQ. 


598 

Emilie Simonet was released after six hours* captivity. 
AVhen set free, she was half paralyzed hy the hampers she 
had quaffed ; she could no longer understand, speak, or see, 
nor had she preserved the least recollection of what had 
passed. When the first rays of light broke iji upon her, slie 
nked for lier lover, and on the reply of one of her com- 
panions that he was at La Force, “ Miserable man 1” she 
exclaimed, “what had ho to do with taking lead from roofs, 
had be not all that man could wish for with me ?" After- 
wards, the unfortunate hlmilic showed herself incoiisolahle, 
and tbc exemplary model of a grief that was daily ])oisoned ; 
if in the morning slie was only niaudlin, hy evening slie was 
dead — drunk. Terrible effects of love and brandy, of brandy 
and love ! 

A theft of small extent has sup])licd me wiili an opportu* 
nity of sketching a hideous j)ietiu‘e ; and yet the sketch is 
very imperfect and far from the a])onhiiable reality, from 
wliich the powers that be, who arc bound to promote all that 
is good and ei\!lized, will deliver us, when to them it 
secmclh Ix'st. permit these sinks of corruption wherein 
the people plunge body and soul, and wln’ch are never 
closed, is an imsult to morality, an outrage upon nature, and 
a crime against humanity. Let not these pages l)e accused 
as licentious; they are not the recitals of ik'tronius which 
add fuel to the already inflamed imagination, and make pro- 
selytes to impurity. J describe immorality, not to extend its 
influences, but to make them abomiu.ded. Who that has 
read this chapter, is not horrifu’d at tlu' vices it depicts, since 
they ])roduce the last degree of* brutalization ? 
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CHAPTER XXXIV, 


Amoncj^t professed voLbors, tiierc* were but few wlio did not 
consitier it b)rtuiiatc to be consulted by tbo ])olice f(;r ijdbr- 
niati.)n, or cinplo\cd in some enterprise. Xcaily the w;n)le of 
them would have been cut into quarters to evince their zeal, 
under the persaasion tliat they thereby obtained, if not tn- 
tire immunity, at least some little allowance. Those ulio 
most feared its ])ovv('rs were always most ready to servo it. 
I remember, as a case in point, the adventure of a liberated 
p;a]ley-s]avc, called lb)uch< r alias (’adet I’ol^-nou. b^or more 
than tlirce weeks 1 liad he^ui on the look out for him, when 
by chance 1 met liim at a cabaret in the iUic Saiitt; Antoin(% 
at the sie,u of the Bras d‘()r. 1 was alone, and he was in a 

large company. U'o attempt to seize him c.r aOaapfo would 
have been to risk n failure, for lie could liavc defended him* 
sedf, and insured assist imn*. Boucher haci been an agent of 
police. I bad known jtim as such, and wc were on very good 
terms together. It oceurred to me that I would accost him 
in a friendly manner, and give him a specimen of my craft. 
On entering the cabaret, 1 wtmt directly up to the table 
where lie '.\as sitting, aiul oirered him my hand, saying, 

Good day, friend Cadet.” 

** All, Jules, my hoy, will you have anything i call for a 
glass, or take mine.” 

“ incurs is good ; there is no gall on your lips. (I drank.) 

I want to say a word in your ear.” 

With pleasure, old fellow ; 1 am with you.” 

He rose, and, taking him by the arm, I said, “ Do you 
remember the little sailor Avho was in the chain with you ?” 

** Yes, yes, a little fat, short chap, who was in the second 
string, wasn’t he ?” 

“ Exactly so, at least so 1 tliink. Should you know him 
again ?” 
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** As well as if .1 saw my ow^n father. I think I see 

him now, on Bench No. 13, making straps for the covies" 
il trhi.es,** 

“ I have just appreheiulcJ a chap, who I think is he, 

but am not sure. By chance I went to the guard-house 

at Biraguc, and as 1 went out saw you enter here. Ihtr- 

blt'u I said I to myself, tliat is lucky ; here's Cadet, and he 
will tell me if I am right or not.** 

“ I am quite ready, my boy, if I can oblige you; but before 
we go, we will liave a glass or two. My friends, (lo his com- 
))aiiion.s,) do not be impatient; it is only the aifair of a minute, 
and 1 will be with you again instantly.** 

We started, and on reaching the guard-house door, polite- 
ness required that 1 should go f»rbt, and 1 did tlie lionours. 
He went to tlie bottom of the room, looked sliarply about 
him, hut sought lu vain for the individual of whom 1 had 
spok(*n to hi)n. 

WhtMT,” said he, “is this /(/go f (galley-slave) tliat I am 
to look at ?*’ 

1 was then near the door, and saw plac(‘(l against the wall 
ilie fragments of a looking-glass, such as is usually tbiind 
in most giiard-)ious''s f(»r tlie us(' of (lit' dandies of the gar- 
rison, and calling to Jjoucher, 1 showi'd lilin the shattered 
reflector. 

“ Here,” I said, “look here.*’ 

He looked, and turning towards me, said, 

“Ah, Jules, you^ are nu'. 1 see only you and 

myself in the glass; hut the man, the /inealed man, wliere 
is* he ?” 

“ Vou must know feat tlu r'* is no man arrested here hut 
yourself- See the order fervour ajijirehension.*’ 

“Ah! tliis is a villanous trick.” 

“Dtm't you know that the most crafty man is he who pros- 
pers best in this world ?’* 

“ The most crafty, ccrtaiiily ; hut it will do you no good to 
trap honest fellows in this way,” 

I liad obtained tlie liberty of two cch'hr ited female thieves, 
on condition of their uerving the police faiilifully. Tli.y 
liad already given jiroofs of tlicir skill in this way; hut em- 
ployed without salary, and compelled to plunder for an exist- 
ence, they were taken again in the very aet of robbery. The 
sentence they underwent was that of which 1 abridged the 
duration. - 

Sophie Lambert and the? girl JDomer, alias La Belle Lise, 
were thenceforward in direct communication with me. One 
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morning they came to tell me that tliey were certain of procur- 
ing the apprehension of one Toininot, a dangerous fellow, whom 
we had long been searching for. Thcj' were going, they de- 
clared, to breakfast with him, and he was to rejoin them in the 
evening at a vintjier’s in the Rue Saint- Antoine. Under other 
circumstances I might have been duj)ed hj' these women ; but 
Tominot Iwid been arrested by me the previous evening and it 
w^as a rather diliiciilt matter for them to ))reakfast with him. 
I was nevertheless determined to try how far they would pash 
tile imposture, and promised to acconi[^ny tliefn to their ren- 
dezvous. I went accordingly, but as may he supposed, no 
rorninot ajipearcd up to ten o’clock, when Sopliit', pretending 
iinjnitience, asked the waiter if a gentleman had not inquired 
for them. 

“ Him you breakfasted with ?’* said he. “ He came at dusk, 
and desired mo to say that he could not be with you this even- 
ing, hut would not fail in the morning.” 

I had no doubt tliat the waiter was an accomplice, who had 
received his instriictions ; but I evinced no suspicion, and de- 
termined on seeing what these ladies w'ould do next. For an 
entire week tlicy took me Kouietimes to one place, sometimes 
to another, where wc were ahvays to lijul 'i’ominot, hut who of 
course* never appeared. At lesigtli, on the Gth of .Ianuar.y, they 
swore they would lead me to him. I waited for them, but they 
ap])i‘arcd withoutdiim, and gave me such good risasous, that I 
could not bn angry ; on the contrary, 1 evinced much satisfac- 
tion at the measuiesthey had adopteil ; and to prove how well 
contented I was with them, I olfbred to give tlieiii a twelfth 
cake. 'rhc>" accepted tlie oiler, and we went to the Petit Broc, 
in tlie line de la Verrerie. Wc drew for king and queen, and 
the i(\talty fell to Sophie’s share, who was a queen in all her 
glory. We eat, dr.mk, laughed, and wlicii tiie moment of se- 
]>aration .approached, it was pro])osed to consummate our gaiety 
l)y a few huinper.s of brandy ; hut a vintner’s lirand^', stulf! 

I was good eiiougti for the India's of the lisli-rnarket ; but I 
scorned to use my queen in that way. At this period I was 
cstablislied as a distiller in tlie Tourniquet Sainl-Jean, and I 
offered to go to my house and fetch them a drop of the right 
sort. At this offer tlie party jumped for joy, and desiring me 
to return as quickly as possible, I Bet out and two minutes 
afterw’ards I appeared with a half-bottle of Cognac, which was 
emptied in a twinkling. The flask being dried, I exclaimed. 
Come. I have been a good boy to you — you must now do me 
a service.” 

2G 
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•* Both, my friend Jules'' cried Sophie; "let us see what 
it is." 

“ Why this it is. One of my agents has apprehended two 
lady thieves ; it is thought they have at home a great many 
stolen articles ; but to make the search we must find their 
abode, and they refuse to give it They are now at the guard- 
house of Saint-Jean ; if you go there you must try and pump 
them. An hour or two will suffice for you to draw tliein, and 
it will be easy work to two such deep baggages as you." 

** Be easy, my dear Jules," said Sophie to me ; " w'e will 
perform the commission. You know you can trust to us, and 
you might send us to the world’s end if it could serve you ; at 
least I can speak for myself." 

“ And for me too," said La Belle Lise. 

“ Well, then, you must convey a line to the officer on guard, 
that he may know you.” 

I wrote a note, which I sealed, gave it to tljcm, and we went 
out together. At a short distance from the market of Saint- 
Jean we separated, and w'hi 1st I remained on tlie w'atch, the 
queen and her companion went to the guard-house. Sophie 
entered first, and presented the billet to the serjeant, who on 
reading it, said, — 

" x\ll right, here you both are. Corporal, take four men 
with you, and conduct these ladies to the prefecture." This 
order was given conformably to a note 1 had sent to the ser- 
jeant on going out to get the brandy ; it was thus written : — 
Monsieur the officer on guard will send under sure and 
good escort, to the prefecture of police, the females Sophie 
Lambert and Li.se Doiucr, apprehended by order of M. Ic 
Pr^fet." 

These ladies must have made singular reflections, and doubt- 
less guessed that I was wearied with being made their play- 
thing. Be that as it may, I went to see them at the depot next 
day, and asked them what they thought of the trick ? 

“Not bad," replied Sophie, “not bad; we had not stolen 
though." Then addressing Lise, “ It is your fault ; why did 
you pretend to seek for a man who was already caught? 

“ Did I know it ? Ah, if I had, I promise you— besides, 
wliat do you mean ? he is caught, and they can accuse him." 

“ That is all very fine : but tell us, Jules, how long will tliey 
keep us Saint Lazare ? " 

Six months at least." ** 

“ Only that ? " they cried out together. 

“ Six months is nothing," added Sophie ; “ it is soon passed, 
"Well, my sweet lad, wc are at the disposal of the prifet." 



MEMOIRS OF TlDOCa* 


408 

They had a month less than 1 had told them, and as soon as 
they were at liberty, came to bring me fresh informations ; and 
t this time they were true. One remarkable peculiarity is, that 
I female thieves are usually more incorrigible than males. So- 
phie Lambert could never persuade herself to renounce her 
habitual crime. From the age of ten she had entered on the 
career of theft ; and when only twenty-five years of age had 
spent more than a third of her life in prison. 

A short time after my entrance into the service of tlic police 
. I apprehended her, and she was sentenced to two years* im- 
prisonment It was principally in fjirnished houses that she 
exercised her culpable industry : no one was more skilful in 
deceiving the vigilance of the porters, nor more fruitful in ex- 
pedients to escape their questions. Once introduced, she 
halted at each landing to make a survey. If she saw a key in 
any door, she turned it without noise ; and if the person who 
occupied the apartment was sleeping, no matter how lightly, 
Sophie had a hand still lighter, and in no time, watches, jewels, 
money, all found their way to her game-bag, the name she 
gave to a secret pocket under her apron. If the tenant of the 
room was awake, Sophie had excuses enough ready, declaring 
that she had made a mistake. Then if he awoke during the 
operation, without being at all disconcerted, she ran to the 
bed, and embracing him, exclaimed, “Ah, my poor little Miin, 
let me kiss you ! Ab 1 sir, 1 ask pardon. What! is not this 
umber 17 ? I thought 1 was at my lover’s.** 

One morning a person, whose apartment she was ransack- 
ing, having suddenly opened his eyes, perceived her near his 
drawers. He made an exclamation of surprise, and Sophie 
immediately began to play her scene ; but the gentleman was 
not to be deceived, and was determined to profit by the pre- 
tended mistake ; if Sophie resisted, a sound of money produced 
ny the struggle, might betray the motive of her visit; — if she 
yielded, the peril might be still greater. — What was to be 
done ? for any other than herself the conjuncture would have 
been very embarrassing. Sophie was not cruel, and by the 
aid of a lie removed all difficulty, and the individual, satisfied 
with what passed, allowed her to retire. He only lost at this 
game his watch, his purse, and six spoons. 

This woman was a daring creature : twice she ran headlong 
into my snares, but, after her liberation, in vain did I try to 
entrap her ; there was no watching which she did not baffie, 
so completely was she on her guard. But what I could not 
effect by my utmost efforts, to take hsxfiagrantg d^iictOf I owed 
to a circumstance entirely fortuitous. 
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Having left rny home at daybreak, I was crossing the Place 
du Cliatelet, when I met Sophie face to face. She accosted 
me with much ease. “ Good day, Jules, whither are you bound 
so early? I will wager that you arc going to catch some poor 
rook.*' 

Perhaps so ; hut certainly you are not the person ; but 
where are you going ? ’* 

1 am going to Corbeil to sec my sister, who is about to 
establish me in a liouse. 1 am weary of th(‘ stone jug, I a)u 
getting reformed ; w'ill you have a drop shorts ” 

** Willingly ; 1 will stand treat, and we will have it at Ln- 
pr^tre’s.” 

“ Well, do as you like, hut^.|ualve haste, lest 1 lose the dili- 
gence ; you will go with me, woii’t you? it is only in the Rue 
Dauphin.?.*’ 

*-liiipossihle, I have business at La Chapcdle, and am already 
late. All 1 can do, W to take a small glass stainling.*' 

AVe went to Lapvctre, and after a word or two, and a glass, 
I took rny leave. 

** Adieu, Jules, good luck !” 

Whilst So])hie trudged awa.y from me, T turned down the 
Rue de la llaumerie, and ran to hide myself in the conn r of 
the Rue jdauchc !^Iibray ; there I saw her file olf towards th(‘ 
Pont-aii- Change, walking very fast, and looking behind her at 
every instant. I felt assured that she feared Ixdng followed, 
and tlu'i'c'upon determined to pursue her. I gained the bridgi' 
of Notre Dame, and, crossing it rapidly, reached the cpi li in 
'time, not to lose sight of Ikt. f)n reaching the Rue Daujihine, 
she actually entered the oilic^e of the Corheil eoaehes ; hut, 
fiersuaded that her (i'*parture was hut a 7'nsc to deceive me as 
to the intention of h<T early appi-araiice, .1 ensconced myself 
in a corner, whence I could observe lier motions. Wliilst ilms 
on the watch, a coach passed, in which I installed myself, and 
promised an extra fee to the coachman if he would follow a 
iemale whom } should point out to him. Kor the moment we 
were stationary; llie diligence started, hut there was no Sophie 
there 1 would have betted my life; but some minutes after- 
wards slie c.'uno to ilie ofticc door, looked about on all sides, 
amt tlieu started olF towards the Rue Cliristine. She entered 
into several furnished houses, and by her air I could perceive 
that no op})ortunity had offered, hut as she persisted in explor- 
iug the same quarter, I drew the natural inference that she had 
not rnunceuvred succes.sfully, and as I was persuaded that 
she had lUtt yet finislied, 1 took care not to interrupt her. At 
length she entered (iu the Rue de la Harpe) a fruiterer’s, and 
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1 momeut afterwards appeared, carrying a large waslierwoman’t 
ivasket, v hich seemed heavy. She walked, however, very fast, 
and so n reached the Hue Malhnrins-Saint-Jacques, and then 
'hat of Mti<jons Sorboiine. Unfortunately fur Sophie, there is 
a passage which communicates with the Hue de la llarpc and 
the Hue dcs Macons, and there, after having alighted, 1 hast- 
en .‘d to hide myself, and when she reached th(‘ end of the alley 
1 canu' forth, and we met face to fac»e. On seeing me she 
iMiaiigcd colour, and attempted to speak, hut was so much 
agitated that slie could not utter a word. Ilowt-ver, slie came 
to herself gradually, and pietending to be in a grea t rage, said 
to n)e ; — 

“ You see a w’oinan in a passion ; my laundress, who ivas to 
have brought my linen to the diligence, failed in her promise; 
I have jual fetched it fiom her, and am going to convey it to a 
I'rieiid ; tliat has prevented mr from going to Corhcil.” 

Just my case ; on going to La Chajielle*, I met a person 
•\lu> told me that my man was in this quarter, and that brought 
mt‘ here.” 

'* tlo much the Ix'ttcr ; wait for me, I am going a few steps 
:ie ce with my basket, and \ve will havi.' a cinq) together.” 

“'.rhat 1 hare no ohji'ction to; 1 , but wliat do 1 hear?” 

So})hi(‘ and 1 stood thiinderstrnek at hearing piercing cries 
s.sue from the basket; 1 lifted up liie limn that covered it, 
;uid saw — a child of'two or three months old, whose roaring 
wamld have split the tympanum of a dead man. 

“Well!” said J to Sophie, “the hrat is yours, I suppose. 
J’ell me, is it a girl, or a boy ? ” 

“ Well, I am caught again. I shall remeinher this, and if 

er 1 am asked wliy, I slialJ an.swTr, oh, nothing, a childirsli 
Gair. Another time when 1 steal linen 1 will first look at it.” 

“ And this umbrella, who.se is it ? ” 

“ Oil ! my God, yes — . As you see; I had, however, where- 
withal to shelter myself; but when cliance is against you it is 
in vain to attempt it.’’ 

I conducted Sophie to M, de Fresne’s, commissary of police, 
wliose office was in the neighbourhood. The umbrella wa.s 
kept as a convicting evidence. As to the cliild, whom she had 
unwittingly carried off, it was Instantly returned to its mother. 
The thief had a senterfee of five years’ imprisonment. It was, 

I believe, the fifth or sixth sentence she liad undergone ; she 
is still in the hands of justice, and 1 should not be surprised if 
she remains at Lazare for life. Sophie thouglit tlie trade she 
carried on a very natural one, and its repression, when unavoid- 
able, she looked upon as an accident. Prison had no horrors 
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for her, far from it ; she was, in a manner, in her sphere, So- 
phie had contracted those inclinations, more than etrange, 
which are not justified hy the example of Sappho of old, and 
under lock and key the opportunities of abandoning herself to 
these shameful depravities were more frequent ; it was not 
without a motive, as we see, that she had so little liberty. If 
she were apprehended, it caused her but trifling pain, as she 
consoled herself hy perspective pleasures. This woman was a 
strange character, as we may judge. A woman named Gillion, 
with whom she lived in culpable intimacy, was taken whilst 
committing a theft. Sophie, who aided her, escaped, and had 
nothing to fear ; hut unable to endure a separation from her 
friend, she had herself 'denounced, and was not happy until she 
heard the sentence read w’hich was to reunite them for two 
years. The majority of these creatures make a sport of prison ; 
I have seen many, sentenced for a crime which they had com- 
mitted alone, accuse a comrade, and she, altliongli innocent, 
make a merit of resigning herself to her .sentence. 



CHAPTER XXXV. 


A SHORT time before the first invasion, M. S^enard, one of the 
richest jewt Hers of the Palais Koya], having gone to pay a visit 
to his friend the Cur^ of Livry, found him in one of those per- 
plexititjs which are generally caused by the approach of our 
good friends the enemy. He was anxious to secrete from the 
rapacity of the cossacks first the consecrated vessels, and then 
his own little treasures. After much hesitation, although in 
his situation he must have been used to interments, monsieur 
le Cure decided on burying the objects which he was anxious 
to save, and M. Senard, who, like the otlier gossips and misers, 
imagined that Paris would be given over to pillage, determined 
to cover up, in a similar way, the most precious articles in hi& 
shop. It was agreed that the riches of the pastor and those of 
the jeweller should he deposited in the same hole. But, then, 
who was to dig the said hole ? One of the singers in church 
was the very pearl of honest fellows, father Moiselct, and in 
him every confidence could be reposed, lie would not touch 
a penny that did not beJoiijr to him. For thirty years, in his 
capacity of cooper, he had the exclusive privilege of bottling 
off the wine of the presbytery, which was the best that could 
be procured. Churchwarden, sexton, butler, ringer, factotum 
of the church, and devoted to his vicegerent, for whom he 
would have risen any hour of the night, he had all the qualities 
of an excellent servant, without including his discretion, in- 
telligence, and piety. In so serious a conjuncture it was plain 
that they could not fix better than on Moiselet, and he was the 
chosen man. The hole, made with umcb skill, was soon ready 
to receive the treasure which it was intended to preserve, and 
six feet of earth were cast on the specie of the Cure, to which 
were united diamonds worth 100,000 crowns, belonging to ' M. 
Senard, and enclosed in a small box. The hollow filled up, 
the ground was so well fiattened, that one would have betted 



408 


MT-MOIRS OF vinoca. 


with the devil that it liad not been stirred since the creation. 
“This good Moiselet,” said M. Seiiard, rubbing bis liands^ 
“ has done it all admirably. Now, geutieiiK-ii cossacks, you 
must have fine noses if you find it out ! " At the end of a fiiw 
days the allied armies made farther progress, and clouds of 
Kirguiz, Kalnuies, and 'i'artars, of all hordes and all colours, 
appeared in the environs of Paris, 'j'hese unpleasant guests 
are, it is well known, very greedy for plunder: they made, 
everywhere, great ravages; lliey passed no habitation witliout 
exacting tribute : but in their ardour for pillage tliey did not 
confine themselves to the surface, all belonged to them to the 
eentre of the glolu' ; and that tliey might not he frustrated in 
tlieir preteusious, these iuirej)id ge()logistvS imide a thousand 
excavations, which, to ti:e regret of the naturalists of the coun- 
try, proved to them, that in ]'’»Mnce the mines of gold or mIvt 
are not so deep as in IVru, Such a discovery was well r'ahm- 
latcd to give tin m addit ion’al energy; th-cy ditg w ith 
rallelcd activity, and the spoil the) tcuiid in many }d:(ce^ of 
concealment tlircw the ('!•^e^uses of m.iu) eautons into pcr,''(‘t 
des]>air. Tlu' cuismI cossaek'<' P>ul yd the i’lstiuet uhoui '>>* 
siuidy h-d them !<' liu sjiot uiu-re tieasuia* \^as niddciu did '-.d. 
guide tluTu to the liidi)«g- jdaeC' of tin* Cure, it 'a. is lihi l!'c 
hlt'ssiiig of heaven, f-ach mrwuiug tlie aim ros-.* and 
IK'W; nothing u<’W when it .sc\. 

Most deci)'e-dl) the l.nger < f (ioii mo^l hv recognised iji !i,e 
impeneiraiulilv of the mysterious iuhum.oiou portormed iiy 
hloiseltd.. -M. Senard \vn so fuliy (‘onvineed of it, th.ii lie 
actually riiiugledth mksgiviugs with tlie iu-iwT" wliieh he mada' 
for the preservation and repose c)f liis diamonds. I’ersuadi d 
that his vows w(»uld he* heard, in growing seemity he la gan to 
sleep more soundly, wlitn one fine day, wliieh was, of ail davs 
in tlie week, a Friday, jMoiselet, more dead than alive, ran to 
the C’urtVs, 

Ah, sir, I can scarcely speak," 

" What’s the matter, Moiselet ?" 

“ 1 dare not tell you. Poor M. le Cure, this affects im* 
deeply, 1 am paralyzed. If my veins were opened not a drop 
of blood would flow^" 

“ What is t!ic matter ? You alarm me." 

“ The hole.” 

“ Mercy I I want to learn no more. Oh, what a terrible 
scourge is war! Jeanneton, Jeanneton, come quickly, iny. 
•hoes and hat." 

“ But, sir, you have not breakfasted." 

“ Oh, nevermind breakfast." 
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“ You know, sir, when you go out fastjilg* you have such 
spasms 

“My shoos, I toll von.” 

And tlum you complain of your sloinach/* 

“ 1 shall liavc no waul of a stomach a^^aia all my life. Never 
any more — no, never — ruined.” 

“ Iluined -Jesus M iria ! Is it possible Ah! sir, run 
tlien — run — 

WliilsT tlie (hire dri'ssed himself in haste; and, iinjiatient to 
hliekl(^ ti)(' straj), coi'hi scarr-elx put on }ii> slioes, AioiseJet. 
in llie most lament. dde tone imaginable, tolil him wliat he had 
urn, 

‘‘Are you sure of it said the (hire; “ jierhaps tliey did 
iiot take elk” 

” Ah, (aod :;raiit it, but 1 had not courag-e enougli to 
IrnK." 

'!'! ey went to^vllu r toward.', tiic o'd liarn, when they found 
t'l'U the spoil ;tinn h 'd hcon eoniT)!<ie. Ih. il -ftiug ou the ex- 
l-'ot of his if^S' , ll •’ t ure lUMriy h ll U' tlio pro.inni, Molsoh't 
was in ; most pin;d)h‘ st it*' ; ’ht- -.h •. n U) alllieted hiu'self 
more ih.an il'the loss inu his < v ii v, s U rriti;* to he-ir 

hi', sppis niui oj.eu,-- 'i his wa,' Ih^ r. a o v)f a Jove to on.'';.- 
ueiLthlo^ur, M, So.),!; i ht,;],' ttiotopi' ioo\ ur- ,• was ’lo- *1 ,» u. 

ialH'U at iuv'”' Wh.t w.is hni d' •... 'o. viep s 

ot' tile ov< ul 1 I II Pa.i is Un’ }>o>.'’v i;. tin I ■ 'V, :■ m\ oj u»a)])ie 
who liave lost anythiup. d’ln.' t’u.-t ide.i, o..l lie ir.aslnatur.il 
one, that oeomred to M. Senird was, th.il the looheryh.ad 
been eommitted hy tlu' eossaeks, ami, in such a case, tlie po~ 
]ic(‘ etiiild not. avail liim materially ; Imt M. keuard took care 
not to sus]»e<‘t ihe eossacks. 

One Monday tliat 1 was in the ofTiee of M. lieiiry, 1 saw one 
of those little abrupt, brisk men enter, who, at the first glance, 
we are eonvineed are interested and distrosiful ; dt was IM, 
Senard, wlio brief';, related his niisha]», Mri eouciuiled by sav- 
ing, that he had sii’ong susuieiens t)f Moiselct. Itl. llenry 
thouphr al-o that he was the antnor of the robbery, and I 
agreed with both. “It is very well,” lie said, “ but still our 
opinion is only founded on conjecture, and if Moiselet keeps 
Ills own counsel we shall liave no chance of convicting him* s 
It wull be impossible.” 

“ Impossible !” cried M. Senard, what will become of me T 
No, no, 1 shall not vainly implore your succour. Do not you 
inow all? can you not do all when you clioose ? My dia- 
monds I n>y poor diamonds ! I will give one hundred ihou- 
•and franci to get them back again.” 
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‘‘You may safely offer double, for if the robber has taken 
^ue precautions, we can do nothing in the business.’* 

“Ahl sir, you drive me to despair,” replied the jeweller, 
weeping warm tears, and throwing himself on his knees before 
the chief of the division. “ A hundred thousand crowns’ worth 
of diamonds ! if I must lose them, I shall die with grief. I 
beseech you to have pity upon me.” 

“ Have pity — that is easy for you to ask: but if your man 
is not excessively crafty, by setting some skilful agent to watch 
and circumvent liini, we may perhaps obtain the secret from 
him.” 

“ How shall I evince my gratitude to you ? I care not for 
money: fifty thousand .ra cs shall be the rewaid of him who 
succeeds.” 

“ Well, Vidocq, what think you of it ?” 

“ The affair is difficult,” I answered to M. Henry, “ but I 
will undertake it, and shall not be surprised if 1 come out of 
it with honour.” 

“ Ah ! ” said M. Senard, squeezing my hand affectionately, 
“ you restore me to life ; spare nothing I beseech you, Mon- 
sieur Vidocq ; go to any expense requisite to arrive at a for- 
tunate result. My purse is open to you, wliatevcr be the sacri- 
fice. Well do you think you will succeed ? ” 

“ Yes, sir, I do.” 

“Well, recover my casket, and there are ten thousand francs 
for you, yes, ten thousand francs. I have said it, and will not 
recede from my word.” 

In spite of the successive abatements of M. Senard, in pro- 
portion as he believed the discovery probable, I promised to 
exert every effort in my power to effect the desired result. 
But before anything could be undertaken, it was necessary 
that a formal complaint should be made ; and M. Senard and 
the Cur6, thereupon, went to Pontoise, and the declaration 
being consequently made, and the robbery stated, Moiselet was 
taken up and interrogated. They tried every means to make 
him confe.ss his guilt; hut he persisted in avowing himself in- 
nocent, and, for lack of proof to the contrary, the charge was 
about to be dropped altogether, when, to preserve it for a time, 
I set an agent of mine to work. He, clothed in a military 
uniform, with his left arm in a sling, went with a billet to the 
house where Moiselet’s wife lived. He was supposed to have 
just left the hospital, and was only to stay at Livry for forty- 
eight hours ; but a few moments after his arrival, he had a fall, 
jind a pretended sprain suddenly occurred, which put it oat of 
liis power to continue his route* It was then indispensable for 
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him to delay, and the mayor decided that he should remain 
with the cooper’s wife until farther orders. 

Madame Moiselet was one of those good, jolly, fat person- 
ages, who have no objection to living under the same roof with 
a wounded conscript, and bore all the joking about the acci- 
dent which delayed the young soldier at her house ; besides, 
he could console her in her husband’s absence, and, as she was 
not thirty-six years of age, she was still at that time of life 
when a woman does not despise consolation. This was not all 
—evil tongues reproached Madame Moiselet with not liking 
wine — after it had been drunk ; that was her local reputation I 
The pretended soldier did not fail to caress all the weak points 
by which she w^as accessible : at first he made himself useful, 
and then, to complete the conciliation of the good graces of 
his hostess, from time to time he loosened the strings of his 
tolerably well-filled purse to pay for his bottle of wine. 

Tlic cooper’s wife was charmed with so many little atten- 
tions. Tlie soldier couH write, and became her secretary ; but 
the letters which she addressed to her dear husband were of a 
nature not to compromise her — not the least expression that 
can have a twofold construction — it was innocence correspond- 
ing with innocence. The secretary pities Madame Moiselet 
and commiserates the prisoner, and, to provoke disclosures, he 
makes a parade of that extensive morality, which allows of 
every means of enriching oneself; but Madame was too deep 
to 1)0 duped by such language, and constantly on her guard. 
At lengtli, after a few days’ experience, 1 was convinced that 
my agent, in spite of his talent, would draw no profit from his 
mission. 1 then resolved to mancEuvre in person, and, dis- 
guised as a travelling hawker, I began to visit the environs of 
Livry. 1 was one of those Jews who deal in everything — 
clothes, jewels, &c. &c. ; and 1 took in exchange gold, silver, 
jewels, ill fact, all tliat was ofiTered me. An old female rebber, 
who knew the neighbourhood perfectly, accompanied me in my 
tour : she was the widow of a celebrated thief, Germain Bou- 
dier, called Father Latuil, who, after having undergone balf-a- 
dozeii sentences, died at last at Saint Pelagic* She had been 
confined for sixteen years in the prison of Dourdans, where the 
semblance of modesty and devotion which she assumed had 
caused her to be called the Nun. No one was a better spy 
over women, or could easier tempt them by the lures of orna- 
jments and gewgaws. She had what is called the gift of the geh 
in the highest degree. I flattered myself that Madame 
Moiselet. seduced by her eloquence, and by our merchandise, 
would bring out the store of the Curb's crowns, some brilliant 
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of the purest water, nay, even the chalice or paten, in case the 
bargain should he to her liking. My calculation wHsS not 
verified ; the cooper’s wife was in no haste to make a bargain, 
and her coquetry did not get the better of her. Madame 
^loiselet was the phauiix of women. I admired her, and, as 
tliere was no temptation which she did not resist, convinced 
that I should lose my time by attempting to play any strata- 
gem off upon her, 1 resolved to try my chance with her hus- 
band. 

The Jew hawker was soon metamorphosed into a German 
servant ; and under this disguise I began to ramble about the 
vicinity of Pontoisc, with a design of being apprehended. I 
sought out the gendarmes, whilst I pretended to avoid them ; 
but they, thinking I wished to get away from them, dcmandeil 
a sight of my papers. Of course I had none, and they desired 
me to accompany them to a magistrate, who, knowing nothing 
of the jargon in wliicli 1 replied to liis questions, desired to 
know what money I had ; and a search was forthwith com- 
menced in his presence. My pockets contained softie money 
and valuables, the possession of which seemed to astonish him. 
The magistrate, as curious as a commissary, wished to know 
liow they carwe into my hands ; and I sent him to the devil 
with two or three Teutonic oaths, of the most polished kind ; 
and he, to teach me better manners another time, sent me to 
prison. 

Once more the iron holts were drawn upon me. At the 
moment of my arrival, the prisoners were playing in the 
prison-yard, and tlie jailor introduced me amongst them in 
tliosi^ terms, “ I bring you a murderer of the jKirts of speech; 
understand him if you can.” 

They immediately flocked about me, and was accosted 
with salutations of Landsinun and Meinhevr without end. Dur- 
ing this reception, I looked out for the cooper of Livry. J 
thought he must be a sort of clownish looking tradesman, who, 
joining in the concert of salutes which were addrt’ssed to me, 
had called me Landsman in that soft silky tone, which is always 
acquired by those church rats who are wont to live on the 
meats of the altar, lie was not over fat ; but that was con- 
stitutional with him, and, liis leanness apart, he was glowing 
with health : he had a narrow forehead, small brown eyes sunk 
in his head, an enormous mouth, and although, in detailing 
his characteristics, some of a very sinister kind might be seen, 
the whole had that gentle air which would tempt the devil to 
open the gates of Paradise ; besides,' to complete the portrait, 
this personage was at least four or five generations behindhand 
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in costume, a circumstance which, in a country where the 
Oerontes can make reputation for honesty, always establishes 
a presumption in favour of the individual. 

i know not why I had pictured to myself that Moisei et 
should have the refinement of roguery, which, to give itself the 
appearance of honesty, and to conciliate the confidence of old 
men, dresses itself like them. Jn the absence of other more 
characteristic signs, a pair of spectacles on a prominent nose, 
large buttons on a coat of light hue and square cut, sliort 
breeches, a three-cornered hat of the old school, and clocked 
stockings, would liave instantly attracted my attention. The 
air and face were correspondent, and I had every reason to 
believe that I liad guessed correctly. I wished to assure my- 
self. 

‘^Mossic, Mossie,” I said, addressing the prisoner, who 
scojjied to think I said Moiselct, “now, ]\fossie Tine Hapit 
(not knowing his name, I so designated him, because his coat 
was the colour of th-sh), sacrement, ter teulle, no tongue to 
me; yer Framjois, 1 miscraple, I trmk vine; faut trink for 
gelt, plack vinc.^’ 

1 pointed to his hat, which was black ; he did not under- 
stand me ; hut on making a gesture that 1 wanted to drink, he 
found me perfectly intelligibh'. All li’.e buttons of my great 
coat were twenty-fiMiic pieces; I gave him one: he asked if 
they had brought the wine, and soon alterwards I heard a 
turnkey say, 

“ Father JMei'^det, 1 have taken up two bottles for you.” Tbe 
flesh-coloured coat was then Moiselct. I followed him into 
his room, and w'e began to drink with all our miglit. Two 
otlier bottles arrived ; we only went on in couples. Moisedet, 
ill Iris rapacity of eliorisfc r, cooper, sexton, &c. A'c. wasno less 
a sol than gossip; he got tipsy with great good-will, and in- 
cessantly spoke to nic in the jargon 1 Iiad assumed, 

“I like the German much,” said he; “you can remain 
here, my jolly Kinserlique.” And the jailor corning in to 
drink with us, he desir ed him to make me a bed beside his. 

“ Are you content, Kinserlique ?” 

‘‘As content as you.” 

“ Do you trink much ?” 

“ I trink altimes.” 

“ Altimes I a good comrade and more wine was ordered 

in. 

Matters progressed well ; after two or three hours such as 
these, I pretended to get stupid, Moisei et, to set me to rights, 
gave me a cup of coffee without sugar ; after coffee came 
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glasses of water. No one can conceive the care wliich my new 
friend took of me ; but when drunkenness is of such a nature 
it is like death — all care is useless. Drunkenness overpowered 
me. I went to bed and slept, at least Moiselet thought so ; 
but I saw him many times fill my glass and his own, and gulp 
them both down. The next day, when 1 awoke, he paid me 
the balance, three francs and fifty centimes, which, according 
to him, remained from the twenty-franc piece. I was an ex- 
cellent companion ; Moiselet found me so, and never quitted 
me, I finished the twenty-franc piece with him, and then 
produced one of forty francs, which vanished as quickly. 
When he saw it drunk out also, he feared it was the last. 

“ Your button again,” said he to me, in a tone of extreme 
anxiety, and yet very comical. 

1 showed him another coin. Ah, your large button again,** 
he shouted out, jumping for joy. 

This button went the same way as all the other buttons, until 
at length, by dint of drinking together, Moiselet understood 
and spoke my language almost as well as I did myself, and we 
could then disclose our troubles to each other. Moiselet was 
very curious to know my history, and that which I trumped up 
was exactly adapted to inspire the confidence 1 wished to 
create. 

My master and I come to Franco — I was tomestic — master 
of mein Austrian marechal — Austrian with de gelt in family. 
Master always roving, always gay, goint regijnentat Montreau. 
Montreau, oh, mein Gott, great, great patile — many sleep no 
more but in death, l^apolron coom — poum, poum go gannon, 
Prusse, Austrian, llousse all disturb. I, too, much disturb. 
Go on iny ways with uia.ster mein, with my havresac on mein 
horse — poor teufel was I — hut there was gelt in it. Master 
mein say^ ‘ Galop, Fritz.* 1* called Fritz in home mein. Fritz 
galop to Poiidi — there halt Fritz — place havresac not visible ; 
and if I get again to Yarmany with havresac, me rich be- 
comen, mistress mein rich, father mein rich, you too rich.** 

Although the narrative was not the cleverest in the world, 
father Moiselet swallowed it all as gospel ; he saw well that, 
during the batfle of Montereau, I had fled with my master’s 
portmanteau, and hidden it in the forest of Bpndy. The con- 
fidence did not astonish him. and had the effect of acquiring 
for me an increase of his affection. "This augmentation of 
friendship, after a confession which exposed me as a thief, 
proved to me that he had an accommodating conscience. I 
thenceforward remained convinced that he knew better than 
any other person what had become of the diamonds of M. 
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Senardy and that it only depended on him to give me full and 
accurate information. 

One evening, after a good dinner, I was boasting to him of 
the delicacies of the Rhine : he heaved a deep sigh, and then 
asked me if there were good wine in that countiy. 

Yes, yes,’* I answered, “ goot vine and charmong girte,” 

‘‘ Charming igirls too 1” 

“ya,yal” 

Landsman, shall I go with you 

“ Ya, ya, me. grat content.” 

“Ah, you content, well! I quit France, yield the old 
wcfmaii (he showed me by his fipgers that Madame Moiselet 
W'as three- and-tliirty), and in your land I lake little girl no 
more as fifteen years.” 

“ Ya, hien, a girl no infant : a ! you is a brave lad.” 

Moiselet returned more than once to his project of emigra- 
tion : he thought seriously of it, but to emigrate liberty was 
requisite, and they were not inclined to let us go out. 1 sug- 
gested to him that he should escape with me on the first op- 
portunity — and when he had promised me that we would not 
separate, not even to take a last adieu of his wife, 1 was certain 
that I should soon have him in iny toils. This certainty was 
the result of very simple reasoning. Moiselet, said I to my- 
self, will follow me to Germany: people do not travel or live 
on air : he relies on living well there ; he is old, and, like 
King Solomon, proposes to tickle his fancy with some little 
Abishag of Suneni. Oh, father Moiselet has found the black 
hev ; here he has no money, therefore his black hen is not 
lure; but where is she ? We shall soon learn, for we are to 
be henceforward inseparable. 

As soon as iny man had made all his reflections, and that, 
with his head full of his castles in Germany, he had so soon 
resolved to expatriate liimself, I addressed to tlic king's at- 
torney-general a letter, in which, making myself known as the 
superior agent of the Police de Surety, I begged him to give 
an order that I should be sent away with Moiselet, he to go to 
Livry, and I to Paris. 

We did not wait long for the order, and the jailor announced 
it to us, on the eve of its being put into execution ; and I had 
the niglit before me to fortify Moiselet in his resolutions. He 
persisted in them more strongly than ever, and acceded with 
rapture to the proposition I made him of our effecting an 
escape from our escort as soon as it was feasible. 

So anxious was he to commence his journey, that he could 
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not sleep. At daybreak, I gave him to understand tliat 1 took 
him for a tliicf as well as myself. 

“ All, ah, grip also,” said 1 to him, “ deep, deep FraiUMis, 
you not spoken, but t'ef all as von.” 

He made me no answer ; but when, with my fmgera 
squefczod together d Norman(h\ he saw me make a gesture 
of grasping something, ho could not provcmt Ir.msell j; om 
smiling, with lljat bashitil expression of wliieh he had 
not courage to niter. The hypocrite had some shame fdxjut 
him, tlie shame of a devotee. I am understood. 

At length the wished-for moment of departure came, which 
was to enable us to accomplish our designs. JMoiselct was 
Tcady thr(«? whole hours beforehand, and to give him courage, 
1 had not negleeted to push about tlie wine and brandy, and 
he did not leave the prison until after having recrived all his 
sacraments. 

We were tied witli a very thin cord, and on our way he 
made me a signal that there would he no dilTicnlty in break- 
ing it. He did not think that he should then break the 
charm which ’had till then preservi'd him. The fartlier "we 
went on, the more he testified that he placed his liopcs of 
safety in me : at each minute he reiterated a prayer that I 
would not abandon him ; and 1 ns often replied, ‘‘ Ya, Fraii- 
<,V)is, 1 not leav(‘ yon.” At length the decisive moment came, 
the cord was hrokeii. 1 leaped a ditch, which si'paratcd us 
from a thicket. Aloiselet, wlio seemed young again, jumped 
after me: one of the gcndarm(*s alighted to follow us, hut to 
run and jump in jack boots and witli a beavv sword v/as difli.. 
cult ; and whilst 1'<‘ made a circuit to join us, we disappeared 
in a hollow, and wero soon lost to view. 

A path into whicli we struck led us to tin* wmod of Vaujours. 
'('nere Moiselet stopped, and having looked carefully about 
him, went towards some hushes. I saw him then stoop, 
p]iing(’ fiis arm into a thick tuft, whence he took out a spade ; 
arising quickly, he went on some paces without saying a word ; 
and when we reached a birch tree, .several of the boughs of 
which 1 observed were broken, lie took off his liat and coat, 
and h(‘gan to dig. He went to work with so much good- will, 
lliat his labour rapidly advanced. Suddenly he stooped down, 
and then escaped from him that ha! which betokens satisfac- 
tion, and which informed me, without the use of a conjuror’s 
rod, that he had lound his treasure. I tliought the cooper 
would have fainted ; but recovering himself, he made two or 
three more strokes with his spade, and the box was exposed to 
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view. I seized on the instrument of his toil, and suddenly 
changing my. language, declared in very good French^ that he 
was my prisoner. 

‘*No resistance,’* I said, ** or I will cleave your shull in 
two.” 

At this threat he seemed in a dream ; hut when he knew 
tlint he w'as gripped by that iron hand wdiich Inis subdued the 
most vigorous malefactors, he was convinced that it was no 
vision. Moiseh't was as quiot as a lamb, f had sworn not to 
leave him, and ke]it my word. During the journey to the 
station of the brigade of gendarmerie, where I deposited him, 
he frequently cried out, 

** I am done — who could have thought it ? and he had such 
a siinple look too 1” 

At the assizes of Versailles, Moiselct vva.s sentenced to six 
months* solitary confinement. 

!^f. Senard was overpow'cied with joy at having recovered 
his hundred lliousand crowns* w'orth of diainojids. Faithful to 
his systc'm of ahateinent, he reduced the reward onc-half ; and 
still there was difiiculty in getting five thousand francs from 
Ijini, out of which I had been compelled to expend more than 
two thousand: in fact, at one moment 1 really thought I 
should have been compelled to Irenr tlie expenses myself. 


27 



CHAPTER XXXVI. 


A 8H0RT time after the difficult aflair which proved so fatal 
to the cooper, I was employed to detect the authors of a noc- 
turnal robbery, committed by climbing and forcible entry in 
the apartments of the Prince de Condd, in tlie Palais Bourbon. 
Glasses of a vast size had disappeared, and their abstraction 
was effected with so much precaution, that the sleep of two 
Cerh^ri, who supplied the place of a watchman, had not been 
for a moment disturbed. The frames in which these glasses 
had been were not at all injured ; and I was at first tempted 
to believe that they had been taken out by looking-glass 
makers or cabinet-makers ; but in Paris these workmer ire 
so numerous, that I could not pitch on any one of them \y ' )m 
1 knew with any certainty of suspicion. Yet I was resoived 
to detect the guilty, and to effect this I commenced my in- 
quiries. 

The keeper of a sculpture-gallery, near the quincaux of the 
invalids, gave me the first information by which I was guided. 
About three o’clock in the morning, he had seen near his door 
several glasses, in the care of a young man, who pretended to 
have been obliged to station them there whilst waiting for the 
return of his porters, who had broken their hand-barrow. Two 
hours afterwards, the young man having found two messen- 
gers, had made them carry off the glasses, and had directed 
them to the side of the fountain of the invalilds. According 
to the keeper, the person he saw was about twenty- three years 
of age, and about five feet and an inch (French measure). He 
was clothed in an iron-grey gpreat coat, and had a very good 
countenance. This information was not immediately useful 
to me, but it led me to find the messenger, who, the day after 
the robbery, had carried some glasses of large size to the Rue 
Saint-Hominique, and left them at the little Hotel C^anian. 
These were, in all probability, the glasses stolen, and if they 
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were, who could say that they had not changed domicile and 
owner ? I had the person who had received them pointed out 
to me, and determined on introducing myself to her ; and that 
my presence might not inspire her with fear, it was in the 
guise of a cook that I introduced myself to her notice. The 
light jacket and cotton nightcap are the ensigns of the pro- 
fession ; I clothed myself in such attire, and fully entering 
into the spirit of my character, went to the little Hotel de 
Caraman, where I ascended to the first floor. The door was 
closed ; I knocked, and it was opened to me by a very good- 
looking young fellow, who asked me what I wanted. I gave 
him aiv address, and told him that having learnt that he was 
in want of a cook, I had taken the liberty of offering my ser- 
vices to him, 

“My dear fellow, you are under a mistake,” he replied, 
“ the address you have given me is not mine, but as there are 
two Rues Saint-Dominique, it is most probably to the other 
that you should go,” 

All Ganymedes have not been carried oft' to Olympus, and 
the handsome youth who spoke to me had manners, gestures, 
and language, wuich united to his appearance, convinced me in 
an instant with whom my business lay. 1 instantly assumed 
the tone of an initiate in the mysteries of the ultra-philan- 
thropists, and after some signs whicli he perfectly understood, 
I told liim how v(3ry sorry 1 was thnt lie diii not want me. 

“Ah, sir,” 1 said to him, “ I would rather remain with you, 
even if you only gave me half what I should get elsewhere ; 
if you only knew how miserable I am ; 1 linve been six months 
out of place, and I do not get a dinner every day. Would 
you believe that thirty-six liours have eh‘psed, and I have not 
taken anything ?” 

You pain me, my good fellow ; what, are you still fasting ? 
Come, come, you shall dine here.'* 

I had really an appetite capable of giving the lie I had just 
uttered all the semblance of truth ; a two-pound loaf, half a 
fowl, cheese, and a bottle of wine, wliich he produced, did not 
make long sojourn on the table. Once filled, I began again to 
talk of my unfortunate condition. 

“ See, sir,” said I, “ if it be possible to be in a more pitiable 
situation, I know four trades, and out of the whole four can- 
not get employ in one, tailor, hatter, cook ; I know a little of 
all, and yet cannot get on. My first start was as a looking- 
glass setter.” 

“A looking-glass setter I” said he abruptly; and without 
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giving him time to reflect on the impruclencc of such an ex- 
clamation, I went on. 

** Yes, a looking-glass setter, and I know that trade the best 
of the four ; but business is so dead, that there is really no- 
thing now stirring in it.” 

“ Jlere, my friend,” said the young man, presenting to me a 
small glass, ” this is brandy, it will do you good ; yOu know 
not liow jiiuch you interest me, J can give you work for 
several days.” 

” Ah ! sir, you are loo good, you restore me to life; liow, if 
you please, do you intend to employ me T’ 

“As a looking-glass framer.” 

“ If you have glasses to lit, pier, Psyche, light of day, 
joy of JS'areissus, or any others, you have only to intrust me 
with them, and'l will give you a cast of my craft,” 

“ I have glasses of great beauty, they \vere at my country- 
house, whence 1 sent for them, lest the geiitieinen Cossacks 
should take a fancy to break them.” 

“ You did quite right ; but may 1 see them?” 

“Yes, my friend.” 

lie took me into a room, and nt the first glance I recognised 
the glasses of the Palais Jlourhon. J was ecstatic in their 
praise, their size, &c. ; and after liaving examined them with 
the minute attention of a man who understands what lie is 
about, 1 praised the shill of the workman who unframed them, 
without injury to tlie silvering. 

“ The workman, my friend,” said he, “the workman w-as my- 
self; I would not allow any other person to toucli them, not 
even to load them in the eairiage.” 

“ Ah ! sir, 1 am .ery sorry to give you the lie, but what you 
tell me is impossible : a man must have been a workman to 
undertake such work, and even the best he of the cruft might 
nor have succeeded.” 

In spite of my observation, he persisted in asserting that ho 
had no help, and as it w'oiild not have answered my purpose to 
have contradicted him, 1 dropped the subject. 

A lie w'as an accusation at which ‘he might have been angry, 
hut he did not speak with less amenity, and after having giuni 
me his instructions, desired me to come early next day, and 
begin my work as early as possible. 

“Do not forget to bring your diamond, as I wish you 
to remove those arches, which are no longer fashion- 
able.” 

He had no more to say to me, and I had no moie to learn. 

1 left him, and went to join my two agents, to whom I gave the 
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description of the person, and desired tliem to follow him if he 
ihould go out. A warrant wis necessary to effect his appro* 
hension, which I procured, and soon afterwards, having changed 
my dress, I returned with the commissary of police, and my 
agents to tjie house of the amateur of glasses, who did not 
expect me so soon. He did not know me at first, and it was 
(»nly at the termination of our search, that examining me more 
closely, he said to me; — 

“ 1 think 1 recognise you, are you not a cook ?** 

“Yes, sir,” I replied ; “1 am cook, tailor, hatter, looking- 
glass setter, and, moreover, a spy, at your service.” 

My coolness so much discoioerted him, tliat he could not 
utter another word. 

This gentleman was named Alexandre Paruittc. Besides the 
two glasses, and two clilmcras in gilt bronze, which he had 
stolen from the Palais Bourbon, many other articles were found 
in his apartments, the produce of various robberies. The in- 
spectors who liad accompanied me in tins expedition undertook 
to conduct Paruitte to the depot, but, on the way, were careless 
I'Mougli to allow liini to escape, nor was it until ten days after- 
wards that I contrived to get sight of him, at the gate of the 
ainljassador of his highness the Sultan Mahmoud, and I appre- 
lumded him at the moment he got into the carriage of a Turk, 
wlio apparently had sold his odalisques. 

I am still at a loss to explain how, in spite of obstacles, 
wliich the most expert robbers judged insurmountable, Pa- 
ruitte effected tlic robbery wd)ich twice compelled me to see. 
him. He was steadfast in his assertion of having no com- 
panions, for on his trial, when sentenced to irons and irn]>ri- 
soninent, no indication, not even the slightest, could be eli- 
cited, encouraging tlie idea that he had any })articipators. 

About tlic time when Paiuitlc carried off the glasses from 
the Palais Bourbon, some thieves effected an entrance in the 
ivuc de Biclielieu, No, 17, in the hotel de Valois, w'hen they 
carried off' considerable property, belonging to Mareehal 
Boucher, valued at thirty thousand francs. All was fish that 
came to net, from ilie plain cotton handkerchief to the glittcr- 
Mig uniform of the general. These gentlemen, aceust<)m(‘d to 
clear off all before them, had even carried off' the linen in- 
tended for the laundress. This system, uhieli has its rise in a 
desire not to leave a fraction 'of au 3 'thing to the person robbed, 
is very dangerous for tlie thieves, for it compels them to make 
minute researches, and occasions delays which sometimes 
terminate most unpropitiously, l^ut on tliis occasion they had 
worked with perfect securitv' ; the presence of tlie general in 
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liis apartment had been a guarantee that they would not 
troubled in their enterpri'je, and they had emptied the warn- 
robes and trunks with the same security as a broker who is 
making an inventory after a death. How, I shall be asked, 
could the general be present ? Alas! lie was — hut when one 
plays an active part at a good dinner, can the result be doubted ! 
Without hatred, without fear, without suspicion, we pass gaily 
from Beaune to Chamberlin, from Chambertin to Clos-Vou- 
geot, from Clos-Vougeot to Romance; then after having thui 
overrun all the wines of Burgundy and discussing their various 
merits, we come to Chamjiagne and the flatulent At, and but 
too happy is that guest, who, full of the joys of the delicious 
pilgrimage, does not get so far muddled as to be unable to find 
his way home. The general, after a banquet of this kind, had still 
preserved his reasoning powers entire, at least I think so, but 
had returned excessively sleepy ; and as in that state one is 
more anxious to tumble into bed, than to close a window, he 
had left his open for the convenience of comers and goers. 
What imprudence ! 1 know not if he liad agreeable dreams, but 
I remember, that in his statement of the transaction, he deposed 
tliathe had awakened from his sleep like a little St. John. 

I was very desirous of detecting the insolents who had per- 
petrated a robbery attended with circumstances so aggravating. 
In the absence of all indications by which I might endeavour 
to trace a path for myself, I allowed myself to be led by that 
inspiration which has so seldom deceived me. The idea sud- 
denly struck me, that the thieves who had introduced them- 
selves at the general’s might belong to the gang of one Perrin, 
a blacksmith, who had long been pointed out to me as a most 
audacious/ewce. I began by surveying the approaches to Per- 
rin's domicile, which was in the Rue de la Soniierie, No. 1 ; hut 
after several days' watching, nothing occurred to guide me, and 
I felt convinced that to arrive at any satisfactory result, I must 
have recourse to stratagem. 

I could not go direct to Perrin as he knew me, but I in- 
structed one of iny agents, who would not be suspected. He 
went to see him, and they conversed on various topics ; at length 
touching on robberies, — - 

I' faith," said Perrin, ** no bold hits are now made." 

What do you mean ?" replied the agent. " I think those 
who were at the general’s, in the hotel de Valois, have no cause 
for complaint; when I learn that in his full-dress uniform 
there was concealed a sum of twenty-five thousand francs in 
bank-notes," 

. Perrin had so much cupidity and avarice, that if he had been 
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possessor of the dress, this He, which revealed to him riches of 
which he had not dreamt, would necessarily make an impres- 
sion of joy, which he would be unable to dissemble ; if the 
uniform had passed into other hands, and he had already dis- 
posed of it, a contrary feeling would betray itself. I had fore- 
Been the alternative. Perrin's eyes did not sparkle, no smile 
was seen upon his lips : in vain did he seek to disguise his 
trouble, the feeling of his loss so sorely smote him that he 
began to dash the floor with his foot, and tear his hair most 
furiously: “Ah, mon Dieu, monDieu!’’ he cried, “these 
events always bcfal me, must I be for ever wretched 

“ Well, what do you mean ? Did you buy it ?“ 

“Yes, yes, I bought it, as you ask me, but I sold it 
again.” 

“ J)o you know to whom V* 

“Certainly I do : to a man in the Rue Feydeau, that he 
might burn the lace.” 

“ Oh, do not despair, there is a remedy atilV left, if the 
meltcr be an honest man.” 

Perrin gave a jump. “ Twenty-five thousand francs burnt! 
Twenty-five thousand francs! That is not picked up every 
day ,* why was 1 in such haste about it V* 

“ Well, if I were you, 1 should try to get back the embroi- 
dery before it is put in the melting-pot. If you like I will go 
to the inciter, and tell him that having had a good offer for it 
from one of the theatres, you are desirous of buying it back 
again. I will offer him a premium, and probably he will not 
make any difficulty about it.” 

Perrin thought the plan admirable, accepted the proposition 
with eagerness, and the agent, desirous of rendering him a ser- 
vice, ran to give me an account of what had passed. Then, 
taking search-warrants, I made a descent upon the melter. The 
embroidery w'as untouched ; I gave them to the agent to con- 
vey to Perrin, and at the instant when he, impatient to seiee 
on the notes, gave the first cut with his scissors to release the 
presumed trea.sure, I appeared with the commissary. We 
found at Perrin’s evidences of the illicit trade which he casried 
on ; an abundance of stolen property was found in his itorer. 
Conducted to the depdt, he was examined ; but, at first, only 
gave very vague replies, whence no intelligence could he col- 
lected. 

After his imprisonment in La Force, I went to «ee him, and 
ask him for information, but could only get from him some few 
indications ; he knew not, he asserted, the names of the per- 
sons who constantly dealt with him. However, the little lie 
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told me, aided me in forming suspicions. I had a con- 
siderable number of suspicious characters marched out 
before him, and, on his detection of them, they were put on 
their trials. Twenty- two were sentenced to irons, and amongst 
them was one of the authors of the robbery on General 
Boucher. Perrin was tried and convicted of receiving tfie 
stolen booty, but in consequence of the utility of tlie informa- 
tion he had given, only the minimum of punishment was pro- 
nounced against him. 

A short time afterwards, two other fences, the brothers Per- 
rot, in the hopes of clemency from the jadg«', followed the 
example of Perrin, not only in making confessions, but dc « 
Ciding several other prisoners or ])oinling out their accom- 
plices. From their statements 1 brought into tlie power of 
justice two famous robbers, named Valentin and Rigaudi, alias 
Grindesi. 

Never, perhaps, were there so many of those gentry, who 
unite the professions of thief and chevalier d'industyie, as in 
the year of the first restoration. One of the most skilful and 
most enterprising was Winter de Sarre- Louis. 

Winter was only twenty-six, and was one of tliose liandsorne 
brown fellows, whose arched eye-browns, long laslies, proininenl 
nose, and rakish air, have such charms for a certain class of 
females. Winter had, moreover, that good carriage, and pecu- 
liar look, which belong to an ofTiccr of light cavalry, and he, 
therefore, assumed a military costume, which best iiisplayed 
the graces of his person. One day he w'as an hussar, the nejt 
a lancer, and llien again in sothc fancy uniform. At will he 
was chief of a squadi on, coimnandaiit, aide-de-camp, colonel, 
and to command more consideration, he did not fail to 
give himself a respectable parentage ; he was by turns the sou 
of the valiant Lasalle, of the gallant Winter, colonel of the 
grenadiers of the imperial horse-guard ; nephew of the general 
Comte de Lagrange, and cousin-german to Ilapp ; in fact, 
tlierc was no name which he did not borrow, no illustrioua 
family to which he did not belong. Born of pareitts in a 
<leccnt situation of life, Winter had received an education 
sufficiently brilliant to enable him to aspire to all these me- 
tamorphoses ; the elegance of his maimer, and a most gentle- 
manly appearance, completed the illusion. 

Few men had made a better debut than Winter. Thrown 
early into^lhe career of arms, he obtained very rapid promo- 
tion ; hut when an officer he soon lost the esteem of his supe- 
riors ; who, to punish his misconduct, sent him to the Isle of 
Ke, to one of the colonial battalions. Tiiere he so conducted 
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hioiself as to inspire a belief that he had entirely reformed. 
IJut no sooner was he raised a step, than committing some 
fresh peccadillo, he was compelled to desert in order to avoid 
punishment, lie came thence to Paris, where his exploits as 
swindler and jiickpocket procured him the unenviable distinc- 
tion of being pointed out to the police as one of the most skil- 
ful in his twofold proA ssion. 

AV inter, who was what is termed a downy covn, plucked a 
multitude of pif^eons even in the most elevated classes of so- 
ciety. lie visited jirin 'Cs, dukes, llie sons of ancient senators, 
and it was on tliein or the ladies of their circle that he made 
tlie experiments of his mis-ap))lied talents. The females, par- 
ticularly, however s.'iueamisli tl\ey were, were never sufficiently 
so to prevent theinselvf s from being plundered by liini. For 
several months the jioliee were on the look out for this seduc- 
ing young man, who. ebanging his dress and abode incessantly,, 
escaped from their cluteh at the moment when they thought 
they had him securely, when 1 received orders to commence 
the chase after him, to attempt his eaptiua . 

AYintcr w'as one of those Lovelaces who never deceive a 
woman without robbing her. 1 thought tlirit amongst his 
victims 1 could find at least one, who, from a spirit of revenge, 
would he dis]>osed to put me on the sci'iii of this monster, lly 
dint of searching, 1 thought 1 had met with a willing auxili- 
ary, hut as llu'se Ari;oliios, however ill-used or forsaktm they 
may be, yet slirink from the immolation of tlnnr betray<T, 1 
determined to accost the damsel I met with cautiously, it was 
necessary befoie 1 ventured my bark, to take soundings, and 1 
took care not to manifest any hostility towards Winter, and not 
to alarm that residue of tenderness which despite iil-usage. 
alw'ays remains in a sensitive heart. I made my appearance 
in tlic eliaraeler of almoner of the regiment which he was- 
thought to command, and as such introducetf to tlio ci-devant 
mistress of the ])releii({cd colonel. The costume, the language, 
the manner 1 assumed were in perfect unison wdtli the charac- 
ter I was about to play, and 1 obtained to my wisli the conti- 
deuce of the fair forsaken one, who gave me unwittingly ail 
the iiiformaticm I re(]uired. She pointed out to me her favoured 
rival, who, already ill-treated by Winter, had still the weak- 
ness to sec him, and could not forbear making fresh sacrificeii 
for him. 

1 became acquainted with this charming lady, and to obtain 
favour in lier eyes, announced myself as a fiiend of her lover’s 
family. "J'he itdatives of tile young giddy pate had empow- 
ered me to pay his debts ; and if she could contrive an iiiteif 
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rjcvv with him for me, she might rely on being satisfircl with 
the result of the first. Madame * was i;.)t sorry to liave an 
opportunity of repairing the dilapidations made on her pro- 
perty, and one morning she sent me a note, stating that slie 
was going to dine wdth her lover the m*xt day at the Jloulevard 
clu Temple, at La Galiote. At four o’clock 1 went, disguiseu 
as a messenger, and stationed myself at the door of the res- 
taurant's; and after tw’o hours’ watch, I saw a colonel of 
hussars approach; It was Winter, attended by two servants. I 
went tip to him, and offered to take care of the horses, which 
proffer was accepted. Winter alighted, he could not escape 
me, hut his eyes met mine, and with one jump he flung him- 
self on his horse, spurred him, and disappeared. 

I thought I had him, and my disappointment was great; but 
I did not despair of catching my gentleman. Some time after- 
wards I learnt that he was to be at the Cafe Hardi, in the 
Boulevard des Italiens. I went thither with some of my agents, 
and when he arrived all was so well arranged, that he had onl,y 
to get into a hackney-coach, of which 1 paid the fare. Led 
before a commissary of police, he asserted that he was in)t 
Winter; but, despite the insignia of the rank he had conferred 
on himself, and the long string of orders hanging on his brca.st, 
he \wis properly and ofiicially identified as the individual men- 
tioned in the warrant which J had for his apprehension. 

Winter was sentenced to eight years’ imprisonment, and 
would now be at liberty hut for a forgery which he cominittcd 
while at Bicctre, which, bringing on him a fresh sentence pf 
eight years at the gaUeys, he was conducted to the Jiagiic at 
the expiration of his original sentence, and is there at present. 

This adventurer does not want wit: he is, I am told, the 
author of a great many songs, much in fashion with the galley- 
slaves, who consider him as their Anacreon. 1 append one of 
bis productions; — 


** Happy the days vhen I vorked avay, 

In my usual line in the prigging lay ; 

Making from this and that and t’other, 

A tidy living without no bother. 

When my little crib vas stored vith swag, 

And my cly (a) vas a velJ-lined money-bag. 

Jolly vas I, for I feared tio evil, 

Funked (6) at nought, and pitched care to doviL 


(a) Pocket (h) Feared. 
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** 1 l.ad, besides my blunt, my blowen, 

* So gay, so nutty (e), and so knowing ; * 

On the wery best of grub (d) we lived, 

And sixpence a quartern for gin I givedt 
My toggs (<?) was the sporting’st blunt could buy, 

And a slap up out and outer was I. 

Vith my mot on my arm and my tile on my head, 
That ere*s a,geminan every von said. 

•• A*coming avay from Wauxliall von night, 

I cleared out a muzzy covey (/) quite ; 

He’d been a strutting avay like a king, 

' And on his digit {g) he sported a ring, 

A di'mond sparkle, flash, and knowing. 

Thinks I, I’ll Vatch the vay he’s going, 

And fleece my geinman neat and clever, 

Or, at least, I’ll try my best endeavour. 

** A’tcr the singing and flrcvorks vas ended, 

1 follows my geniman the vay he bended ; 

Tu a dark corner I trips up his heels, 

Tlien for his tattler and reader I feels ; 

I pouches his blunt, and I draws his ring, 

Prigged his buckles and everything. 

And saying, * 1 thinks as you can’t follow, man,* 

I pikes me off to Ikey Solomon (/<). 

** Then it happened d’ye see that my mot. 

Yellow (i) a -bit ’bout the swag I’d got, 

Tliiiiking that I should jeer and laugli, 

Although I never tips no chaff (/), 

Tries her hand at the downy trick, 

And prigs in a shop, but precious quick 
* Stop tliief’ vas the cry, and she vas taken 
1 cuts and runs and saves my bacon. 

** Then says he, says Sir Richard Birnie, 

‘ I adwise you to nose on your pals (/c), and turn the 
Snitch (0 on the gang, that’ll he the best vay 
To save your scrag («*).’ Then, without delay, 

(r) Fond. (dj Victuals, 

(<?) Clothes. (/) Ilalf-tipsy gentleman. (g) Fingei. 

(/i) A celebrated fence or receiver of stolen goods. 

(i) Jealous. (/) Humbug. (A) Impeach your accomplioeib 
(I) Confess. C/n) Neck. 
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lie so, prewailed on the treach’rous varmint («)» 

That she vas noodled by the Bow- street sarmint (o). 
Then the beaks they grabbed me and to pris’u 1 wai 
dragged, 

And for fourteen years of my life 1 vas lagg’d (p), 

‘^My mot must now be growing old. 

And so am I, if the truth be tojd ; 

But the only vay to get on in the vorld, 

Is to go witli the stream and however ve*re twirled, 

To bear all rubs : and ven ve suifer 

To hope for the smooth ven vc feels the rougher, 

Though very hard, I confess it apjx'ars, 

To be lagged, for a lark (^), for fourteen years.’ ^ 

Winter, wlicii I apprehended him, had many associates in 
Paris, and the Tuileries was the notorious pl ioe wliere tlic most 
daring and eelebraU'd thieves assembled, who recommended 
tln'inselves to public veneration by impudently bedecking 
themselves with all the crosses of the orders of knighthood. 
In the eyes of an observer who can discern accurately, the 
Cliatoau was then less a royal residence tlian a haunt infested 
by these thieves. There congregated a crowd of galley-slaves, 
pick])Ojkets, and swindlers of every class, who presented tlu^m- 
selvos as the old companions in arms of (Jharette, La Iloehe- 
.Taepu lin, Stoflet, Cadoudal, &c. The days of review and court 
asstMnhlies witnessed the gathering of these pretended heroes.. 
In my ollice of superior agent of police, I judgt'd ii my duty 
to keep a strict look-out after these royalists of circuinstanet’s. 
1 stationed myself in their way, either in or out of the a])art- 
menls, and was soon fortunate enough to resU^re SL-veral of 
them to the Bagne. 

One Sunday, accompanied by one of my auxiliaries, I was 
on the watch on the Place du Carousel ; we saw, going out 
from tlie Pavilion de Flore, a person whose costume, not less 
rich than elegant, attracted the attention of every person. This 
personage must he a great lord; had he not been covered with 
orders, he would have been recognised by the delicaey of his 
embroidery, the grace of his feather, the sparkling knot of his 
sword ; but in the eyes of a police officer all is not gold that 
glitters* The agent with me, in drawing my attention to this 
splendid signor, observed that there was a striking likeness 

(n) Slanyici for vermin. (") Sermon. (;>) Tiansported. 

((/) Bit of fun. 
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between him and one Chambreuil, with wliom he had been at 
the Bagne at Toulon. 1 bad seen Chambreuil, and I went to 
station myself so as to see this person face to face ; find in spite 
of the dress d la Francaise^ the breeches d V Arigleierre^ the 
laced neckerchief and * ruffles, I instantly rcco<rniscd the 
ex-galle)^-slaYe ; it was in fact, Chambreuil, a notorious forger, 
who had obtained much celebrity by his escapes from the gal- 
leys, His first sentence was about the period of the successful 
campaigns in Italy. At this time he followed the army, that 
he might the more easily imitate the signatures of Uie ])ur- 
veyors. If c had a decided talent for this kind of imitation; 
but having been too prodigal of his al)ilities in tljis way, he liad 
ended by procuring for himself three years,’ imprisonment. 
Three years soon pass away. Chambreuil could tiot, liowerer, 
reconcile himself to his prison; he escaped, and fled to Paris 
where he put into circulation a vast many notes of lus o\ •x 
fabrication. This industry was converted into a crime ; and, 
Again placed on his trial, he was found guilty, and sect t(' 
Brest, where, by virtue of his sentence, he should have passed 
eiglit years. Chambreuil again escaped ; but as forgery was 
his constant resource, he was apprehended a third time, and 
appended to the chain, which was sent to 'Poulon. Scarevly 
liad he arrived (liere, when he again endeavoured to elude tin* 
vigilance of his keepers ; but ajjprelieuded and sent })aek to the 
Bagne, he was placed in the too velcbrat<nl room. No. d, where 
he passed his time, increased by three years. 

During this deteiition, he endeavoured to amuse himself by 
dividing his leisure between denouncement and swindling, 
w'lrfch were no less to his taste than his other pursuit. His 
choice, however, was forged letters, which, on his leaving the 
Bagne, Inouglit on him two years' imprisonment in the pri.son 
of Kmhrun. 

Cliamhrcull had just arrived there, when S A. R. lo due 
d’Angoulduie passing through ihi.s city, lie caused a petition 
to be presented Lo this prince, in which he stated that he wuas 
an old Vendean, a devoted servant, whose royalism had drawn 
down persecution upon him. Chambreuil was immediately 
set at liberty, and soon afterwards began to use his freedom as 
heretofore. 

IV'hen we recognised him, it was easy to judge by the figure 
he cut that he was in a good vein of fortune. We followed 
him an instant, to convince ourselves that it was indeed he; 
and as soon as all doubt was removed, I accosted him, declar- 
ing that he was my prisoner. Chambreuil thought then lo im- 
pose upon me, by spitting m my face a tremendous series of 
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qualities and titles, which he asserted belonged to hiflj. He 
was nothing less than director of the police of the ChaietsOf 
and chief of the royal stud of France ; whilst I was an insolent 
scoundrel, whom he was to punish instantly. In spite of 
threats, I persisted in making him get into a hackney-coach ; 
and as he made some difficulty about it, we compelled him by 
main force. 

In presence of M. Heniy, M. le director of the police of the 
Chateau was not at all disconcerted ; on the contrary, he as- 
sumed a tone of arrogant superiority, which actually alarmed 
the chief of the prefecture. They all thought that I had com- 
mitted a bliuider. 

“ 1 will never put up with such an audacious insult,'^ cried 
Chambreuil ; ** ft is an outrage for which I will have ample 
reparation. I will let you know who I am, and we will see if 
you will dare to use towards me those arbitrary measur s, 
wliich even the minister would not venture to employ.^* 

I actually thought the moment had arrived when they would 
apologise to him, and reprimand me. They did not doubt but 
that Chambreuil was an old galley-slave, but they were afraid 
they had offended in him some powerful man, on whom court 
favours were lavished. However, I asserted, with so much 
energy, that he was only an impostor, that they could not avoid 
gi\ uig a warrant to search his residence. I was to assist the 
commissary in this operation, at which Chambreuil was to be 
present ; and on the road he whispered to me, — . 

“ My dear Vidocq, there are in my secretary some papers, 
which it is important to me to keep from inspection ,* promise 
me that you will them, and you shall have no cause to le- 
pent it.’* 

“ 1 promise you.” 

“ You will lind them under a double lock, of which I will 
tell you the secret.” 

He told me how I was to proceed ; and T found tne papers 
in the ])lace he had pointed out, which I kept to add to those 
which conffrraed the propriety of his apprehension. Never 
had a forger so carefully arranged the materials of his swindling. 
There were found at his house a quantity of printed papers^ 
some with this inscription, Haras de Fraiice, others with the 
Police du Rot ; sheets d la TellUre bearing the titles of the 
minister of war, statements of services, brevets, diplomas, and 
a register of correspondence, always open as if by accident, 
that any looker- in might the more easily be deceived, — were 
among the docuxnents, proving the high functions which Cham- 
hreuil took upon himself. He was supposed to be on terms of 
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intimacy w th tie most distinguished personages princes and 
princesses wrote to him: their letters and his were transcribed 
beside each other, and what appears very strange is, that he 
was in c('rrespondence with the prefet of police, whose reply 
was to he found in his lying register, on the margin of one of 
his missives. 

The light afibrded by the search so well corroborated my 
assertions respecting Chambreuil, that they did not hesitate 
sending him to La Force, there to await his trial. 

Before the tribunal it was Impossible to induce him to con* 
fess that he was a galley-slave, which I persisted in calling 
him* He produced, on the contrary, authentic certificates, 
which kated that he had not left La Vendee since the year two. 
The judges were for a time in doubt how to decide between 
him and me, but I added so many and such powerful proofs in 
support of my assertions, that, his identity being recognised, 
he was sentenced tfo liard labour for life, and imprisoned in the 
Hague of L’ Orient, where he was not slow in resuming his old 
profession of denouncer. At the period of the assassination 
of tlie Due dc Berry, in concert with one Gerard Carette, iic 
wrote to the police that he had information to give respecting 
this fearful transaction. Chambreuil was known, and not cre- 
dited ; but some persons, absurd enough to believe that Louvcl 
had accomplices, demanded that Carette shouhrbe brought to 
Paris. This was complied w'ith, and Carette came, but nothing 
was elicited from him which threw any additional iight on the 
subject. 

The year 1814 was one of the most remarkable of my life, 
principally on account of the important captures which followed 
one another. Some of them gave rise to most whimsical inci- 
dents, and as I am in a vein 1 will relate one or two. 

During a period of three years, a man of ‘almost gigantic 
stature had been pointed out as the author of a vast many 
robberies committed in Paris. By the portraits which the 
sufferers drew of this individual, he could be no other than 
Sablip, an excessively skilful and enterprising thief, who, freed 
from many successive sentences, (two of which were in fetters), 
had resumed his old trade with all the experience of the pri- 
sons, Many warrants were issued against Sablin, and the 
cleverest agents of police set upon him, but in vain ; he escaped 
all pursuit, and if they had notice that he had appeared in any 
spot, by the time they arrived no trace of him remained. All 
he police officers being wearied by the useless pursuit of this 
invisible person, the task devolved on me to seek out and 
secure him, if possible. For fifteen months, I neglected no 
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opportunity of endeavouring to meet him l>ut he never made 
his appearance in Paris for more than a few hours at a time, 
and as soon as the robbery was efFected, he was away again 
wdlliout our being ^ble in any way to trace bini. 

Sablin was in a manner known only to me, and T, therefore, 
w'as the person whom he most feared to meet. As he could 
see me afar off, he took good care to keep out of my way, and 
1 never once got sight even of his sliadow. 

However, as lack of perseverance is not my fault, I at length 
learnt that Sahlin had just taken up his residence at Saint 
Cloud, where he had hired an apartnnmt. At this news, 1 sot 
out from Paris so as not to reach there until nigbtfal. Jt was 
in tlie month of November, and the weather very bad. VV^'lien 
I entered Saint Cloud, all iny clothes were ringing wet: 1 did 
not take the trouble of drying them, and in my impatience to 
learn if I bad been put on a false scent, I obtained, on talking 
aliout new comers, some news, which was that a ftMuale, w hose 
husband, a foreign merchant, was five feet ten inches, (French 
measure), had recently occupied a certain house pointed out 
to me. 

Five feet t(*n inches (French) is not a common nought even 
foi Patagonians,* and 1 no longer doubted but that 1 bad at 
last found tlie actual domicile of Sablin. But as it was too 
to present myself, I deferred iny visit until the next day ; 
and that I might be certain that my man did not escape me, 1 
resolved, in spite of the rain, to pass the night before his house. 
I was ill ambuscade wdtb one of my agents, and at break of 
day, the door being opened, I glided quickly into tlie houHc 
that I might take a survey, and see if it were time to conmieirce 
work. Scarcely had 1 put a foot on tlie first stair, when I 
jiaused, — some one was descending. It was a woman whose 
features and painful step betokened a state of sufiering. On 
seeing me, slie shrieked and went back again: I followed, and 
entering with her into an apartment of which she had the key, 
heard myself announced in these words, pronounced in accents 
of horror, “ Here is Vidoeq.’’ The bed was in an inner room, 
towards which 1 darted. A man was in bed — he raised lus 
bead — 'twas Sablin I flung myself upon him, and before he 

could recognise me I had handcuffed him. 

During this operation the lady, having fallen into a chair, 
groaned very bitterly ; she writhed, and appeared tormented 
by liorrid pains. 

“What is the matter with your wife?*' I inquired of 
Sablin. 

“ Do yon not see that she is in labour ? All night she has 
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been in the same state. When you met her, she was going out 
to mother Tire-monde’s (the midwife)." 

At that moment the groans redoubled. 

“ My God ! my God! I can move no longer, I am dying; 
pray have pity on me : relieve my sufferings ! give me help 1 

Soon only half-choked sounds were heard. Not to he 
touclied at such a situation would have evinced a heart of mar- 
ble, But what could I do ? It was evident that a midwife was 
nectlcd, hut who was to go in search of her? Two were not 
too many to guard a felh)w of Sahliri’s strength. I could not 
go out, nor could I determine on leaving a woman to die ; and 
between humanity and duty, 1 was the most embarrassed man 
in the world. Suddenly an historical anecdote, well told by 
Madame de Genl is, occurred to me: T recalled to mind tiu* 
“Grand Monarque" j)erforming the office of accoucheur to 
Lavallifere. Wliy, said J, should 1 he more delicate than he? 
Come quick a doctoi : J am one. I immediately took off my 
coat, and in less tlian twenty-five minutes Madame Sablin was 
dedivered : it w'as a boy, a line boy, to whicli she gave birth. 
I s\s addled the infant, after having made this toilet of his first 
ingress or first egress, for I believe tliat in this instance the 
two expressions are synonymous ; and when the ceremony wag 
ov«'r, on looking at m> work, 1 had tlic satisfaction to find that 
botli mother and child were doing “as well as could be ex- 
p('(*ttd.“ 

Tium 1 ♦lad to fulfil a form, the entry of the little neweome 
on tlic register of tlie civil magistrates; we were all anxious ; 
I, offered to he siihscrilmig witness ; and when 1 had signed, 
Madame said to me, 

“ All ! INIonsieur Vidocq, since you are here, tlieri' is anotlicr" 
service you could rendtr us." 

“What?" 

“ 1 dare searcel\ name it." 

“ Speak, if it be in my power-——." 

“ We have no godfiilier ; would you be kind enough to stand 
for the boy ? " 

“ Certainly, as well as another; where Is the godmother?" 

Madame Sablin begged us to call in one of her inughhours ; 
and as soon as all was in readiness, wc went to church, accom- 
panied by Sablin, whose escape 1 had rendered impossible. 
The honours of this sponsorship did not cost me less than fifty 
francs, and yet there was no christening feast. 

In spite of the vexation which Sablin necessarily experienced, 
he was so deeply penetrated by my proceedings, that he could 
not forbear testifying bis gratitude. 


2d 
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After a good breakfast, which was brought to us in the cham- 
ber of the ijdiig-in lady, 1 .conducted her husband to Paris, 
where lie was sentenced to five 5 cars‘ hnprisomnen^ Being 
imaster turnkey at La Force where he underwent hL sentence, 
Sabliii found in this employment, not only a means of living- 
well, but also that of saving, at the expense of the prisoners 
and the persons who visited them, a small fo-itunc, which he 
proposed to share with his wife ; but at the period of his liber- 
ation, my friend Madame Sablln, who also had a partiality for 
ti e ])roperty of others, was expiating her crime at Saint-Lazare. 
Ill the isolation consequent on the incarceration of his mate, 
Sablin, like many others, turned to evil courses, that is, having 
one evening in liis pocket the fruits of his savings, whicli he 
had turned into specie, lie went to the gambling-table and lost 
the whole. Two days afterwards, he was found susjiended in 
the wood of Boulogne ; he had selected as the instrununt of 
his death one of the trees in the Alice dcs Voieurs. 

It was not, as may have been seen, wdihout much trouble that 
I w is able to render Sablin up to justice. Certainly if all my 
seal dies had been of necessity as tedious and diflicult, 1 could 
not liavc accomplished them : but success generally attended 
me, and sometimes was so close at hand, tliat I myself was 
amazed at it. 

A few days after my adventure in Saint-Cloud, the Sieur 
Sc'billotte, a vintner in the Hue dc CharenUm, Iso. 145, com- 
plained of having been robbed. According to his Statement, 
tlie thieves had etleeted an entrance by cUmliing, between 
seven and ciglit o’clock in the evening ; had carried oil* 
twelve tliousand francs i»i cash, two gold wattflies, and six 
silver spoons. There had been force used externally and in- 
ternally. All tlic circumstances were so extraordinary, that 
the veracity of M. Sehillotte was somewhat doubted, and 1 wag 
ordered lo deal tlie aliair up. A conversation 1 bad with 
him convinced me that his complaint comprehended only 
plain facts. 

M. Scbillottc was a landlord ; he was in easy circumstances, 
and out of debt ; consequently I could not detect in his situ- 
ation a shadow of a motive wdiich might lead me to believe 
that the robbery of which he complained was false ; and yet 
at was of such a nature, that to commit it, the persons of the 
house must have been perfectly well known to tlie thieves. 1 
asked M. Sebillottc what persons frequented his cabaret ; and 
when he had mentioned some, be said, 

** That is nearly all, except chance customers, and those 
strangers who cured my wife.; on my word wc were very lucky 
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to have met with them I the poor thing had been suffering 
these three years, and they have given her a remedy which has 
done her much good.” 

“ Do you often see these strangers ?” 

They used to come here, but since my wife is better, we 
only see them occasionaliy.” 

** Do you know what they are ? Perhaps they may have 
ohserved — *’ 

“ Ah ! sir,” cried Madame Sehiliotte, who joined in the 
conversation, “ do not suspect them, they are honest, 1 liave 
proof of that.” 

“ Ves, yes !” added the hushand, ” she has proof, which 
she will tell you : you will hear. Tell tlic gentleman, my 
dear.” 

Then Madame Sehiliotte began her recital in these 
terms : — 

“ Y(‘s, sir, they are honest, or I will be burnt alive. Well, 
you must know, it is not more than a fortnight agf), it was 
just a week after the term, 1 W’as counting out some money, 
vfhew one of tin; hunalcs who is with them came in ; it was she 
wiio liad given me the nunctly, from wliich I have had so much 
relief; and, 1 must tell 30U, she would not accept a sous for 
it, quite the eoidravy. You must suppose that I was very 
much ]deas(‘(l at s<'eing her; f made her sit down beside me, 
and whilst I was laying out the money i!i parcels of a huu- 
dretl francs, she saw one on which was a large nntii leaiiing on 
two young ones, witli a skin on his slioulders like a .savage, 
Ifohling a club : ‘ Ah !’ said she, *' have you many like thc'se 1” 

* Why.* said F. ‘ Hceause, you must know, that is worth a 
hundred and four sous. As many ns you have, my husband 
will take at that price, if you will lay them aside.* 1 thought 
she was jesting ; but in the evening I was never more sur- 
prised than to see her return with her husband. We looked over 
the money togetheu*, and as we found amongst it three hun- 
dred pieces of a hundred sous, like those she had pointed out, 
I let him have them, and he gave me a premium of sixty 
francs. You may judge after that if they are honest people 
or not, since tlioy might if they had liked, have had them 
coin for coin.” 

By the work wt know the workmen. The last sentence of 
Madame Sehiliotte informed me what sort of people w(n'e 
those honest creatures whose eulogy she made ; nor did T need 
more to be assured, that the robbery, the authors of whicli I 
sought to detect, had been committed by the Boh£*miens. The 
matter of exchange was quite in their way ; and then Madame 
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Sebillottc, in describing them, only confirmed me more and 
more in my preconceived opinion. 

I soon left the couple, and from that moment all dark com- 
plexions were looked at by me with suspicion. 1 was thiukiiicr 
how and where I should be most likely to fall in with some f>f 
the persons I wanted, when, passing along the lloulevard du 
Temple, I saw, seated in a cabaret, called La Maison Ilus- 
tique, two persons, whose cop])cr-luied skin and foreign 
look awoke in my mind reminiscences of my sojourn at 
Malinos. I entered; who should 1 see but Christian, with 
one of his pals^ whom 1 also knew. I went up to them, and 
presenting my hand to Christian, sainted liim l)y the name of 
(hnoin. Ho looked at me for a moment, and then my features 
l.c'coining knowm to him, ** Ah,” he cried, jumping on my 
nec'k with transport, ” mv old friend.” 

So long a period had passed since we met, that, of course, 
after the customary compliments, we liad manv (piestions to 
ask aod reply to mutually. lie wanted to know why I left 
Maliues ; and witliout intimating iny inlontiou to him, 1 
trumped up a story which ])ass('d currce.t. 

“All right, all right,” said he ; ” wliell'.er true or not, I 
credit it : besides, 1 find yon again, and tliat is tlie nuain point. 
All ! all our old cronies will rejoice to sec you. They art* all 
in Paris. Caron, fjangatin, Hnlller, Marlin, Sistpie, Midi, 
Title ; even old mother Lavio is with us; and lietchc loo, 
little Ik'tehe,” 

” All, yes, your wife.” 

“ How jdeasod slu' will be to see you. If you will he 
liere at six o’clock the union will be eonijiletc ; wc arc to 
meet here, and to go to tljc theatrt* togolher. You shall be 
of the ])arty ; but we will not pait now. You have not dined ?” 

” No.” 

“ Nor 1 eith.or ; we will go to Ca])ucin.” 

” If you like ; it is close at baud.” 

Yes, only two steps, at the corner of the Hue d’Aij- 
gouleiue.” 

'I'his vintner and cook, whoso establishment licars a gro- 
tesque image of a dlsei]>le of Saint Francis as a sign, then 
enjoyed the favour of the puhlic, in whose eyes tjuantittf is 
always more valued than (judlilt/ ; and then lor t lie holiday 
keriiers on Sunday and Saint Monday, — for those jolly fellow*, 
w’no carry on tlic war the whole week, is not very pleasant 
to have a place where, without faring badly or offending any 
person, they may appear in all sorts of garbs, with any growth 
of beard, and in every slatvi of intoxic ition ? 
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SucIj wore the advantages which offered tlieniselves at Ca^ 
puciji’s without incntioiiiiig the large snuff-box always open 
on the citizen's counter, vt tlie service of whosoever, in pass- 
ing, wished to refresh liis nostrils with a })in(di. It was four 
o'clock when we installed ourselves in tliis spot of liberty and 
joy. I'lic sjuice was long till six o’clock. 1 was impatient 
to n turn to the JMaison Jlustique, wliere Cljristian’s com- 
panions were to meet. After the repast we rejoined them ; 
tlierc were six, in accosting whom Christian spoke in their 
peculiar language. ^J’hey instantly surrounded, hailed, em- 
hraeed, \\(deomed me with acclamation; pleasure sparkled in 
their e\es. 

‘‘ JSo ])lay, no play," cried the wanderers, with iirianinious 
voice. 

“ Tou are right," said Cliristian, “no play; we will go 
to the ihcatrc another time; let u.s drink, my hoys, let us 
drink." 

“ Lot ns drink." echoed the gipsies. ^Vinc and punch cir- 
culated fn'cly. 1 drank, iauglied, t dkt'd, and carried on my 
trade, 1 watclied tlieir countenances, motions, actions, and 
iiotliing- escaped me. 1 recrdled to myself some indications 
furnished by Monsieur and Madame Sehlllotte ; and the his- 
tory of the hundred sous ])iLcrs, which Ind only been the first 
sliglit groundwork of a conjecture, became the basis of con- 
firmed conviction. 

Clliristian, or liis mates, I could no loiigcu’ doubt were the* 
authors cf tlie robbery announced to the police. Jlow did 1 
eoiymeiul tiu' casual glance madt* so u ))rv>pos at the interior 
of La Maison Jlustique ! But it was not all to have delected 
the guilty ; I wailed until their brains w’cre properly h(‘atod 
by the alcoholic applications; and when the whole party was 
in a vSlate wlnai one candle was enough to show two persons, I 
went out, and, rumdug luistily to tlic Thea're de la Gaite, in- 
formed ihf otlicer on <luty th it 1 wa^. v\ith some thieves, and 
arranged wiiii Jiim tliat in an hour or two at the latest he 
should apprcheinl us all, nn-n and women. 

These instructions given, I returned quickly. My absence 
liad not been remarked ; but at ten o’clock the house w^as 
visited, the peace oflicer presented himself, and with him 
a formidable body of gendarmes and agmts. They se- 
cured each of us separately, and then conducted us to the 
guard-ijousc. 

The c()Inmi^sary had pp'cedcd us ; he ordered a general 
search. Christian, who cidlcd himself Ilirch, in vain endea- 
voured to conceal M. Sebillottc’s six silver spoons ; and hia 
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companiCTi, Madame Vilkinain, (the title the lady gave her- 
self,) could not preserve in secret, from the rigid search she 
underwent, the two gold watches mentioned in the complaint. 
The others were also compelled to produce money and jewels, 
which were taken from them. 

I was anxious to know the opinion of my ancient com- 
rades on this matter, 1 thought I read in their eyes that 
they did not in the least distrust me ; nor w'as J mistaken, for 
scarcely had wo reached the violon, (the watch-house,) than 
they made me excuses for having been the involuntary cause of 
my arrest. 

** It was not ])urposely done,” said Christian, “ but who the 
devil could have expected such a thing / You were quite right 
to say you knew nothing about us : he quiet, and we will not 
say a word to the contrary ; and, as n(»thhig has been found on 
your person to put you in any danger, you may he certain 
they will not long detain you.’' 

Christian then recommended discretion to me, as to his real 
name, as w'ell as those of his companions. 

Although,’' he added, the recommendation is super- 
^uoiis, since you arc not loss interested than we, in keeping 
^-ilence on this score.’' 

I offered to the gipsies to use the first momcjits of my 
liberty in their service ; and in tlie hope that T should not he 
kept long in durance, they told me their domicile, so that in 
getting out 1 might inform their comrades. About mid- 
night the commissary sent for me, under pretence of examin- 
ing roe, and w'c instantly went to the Marche Lenoir, w?iere 
dwelt the famous Dtu'hcsse and three other paU of Chris- 
tian, whom w^e nppreli^nded by virtue of a warrant, ami 
after a search, which produced all necessary proofs for their 
conviction. 

This band consisted of twelve persons, six men and six 
women ; they W'ere all condemned, the former to irems, the 
latter to close confinement. The vintner of the Rue de 
Charentoil recovered his jewellery, plate, and the greater por- 
tion of his money. 

Madame Sebillotte was overjoyed. The specific of the Bo- 
b^miens had the effect of rendering her health less precarious, 
the information of the twelve thousand francs regained per- 
fectly restored it, and doubtless the experience she had was 
not lost upon her ; she remembered that, once in her life, she 
had nearly been a great loser, by having sold five-franc 
pieces for a hundred and four sous. ** A burnt child dreads 
the fire.” 
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This meeting with the gipsies was almost miraculous ; but 
in the course of eigliteen years that I have been attached to 
the police, it lias happened more than once that I have been 
casually brought in contact with persons whom in iny early 
days 1 had known. 

A propos of oecunences of this kind, I cannot resist the 
desire of mentioning in this chapter one of the tlioiisand ab- 
surd ot)mplaints wliich it was my lot to receive daily ; this 
in particular ])iocur<‘d for me a very singular renewal of ac- 
tjuainlaiiec. 

One morning whilst [ was occupied in drawing up a re- 
])ort, I w’as told th;it a lady of resj)t>otahle appearance dcsiiaal 
to sec me; she wislns to s’p.aik v. illi \oii on an affair of iin- 
])ort;mce. I ordered tint sue sliould be admitted instantly. 
She entered. 

I liave to heg pardon for disturbing you ; you are Mon- 
sieur Vitiocf] V' 

“ Yes, madame ; and in wliat can I he of service to 
you ?” 

‘‘ Oh, you can aid mo materially, sir ; you can restore to 
me appetite and sleep. 1 neither rest nor eat. — Ah, how 
wretched is it to he gifted with excessive sensibility. Ah! 
.sir, how I pity persons of our .sentiment ! 1 swear to you that 
it is the most distressing (jualitication that heaven can be- 
stow ! — He w.is so well l)rought up, so interesling. — If yon 
bad known him you could not have forborne loving him — 
Poor dear I” 

, ‘‘But, jnadame, condescend to explain: you may }U‘ilin])s 
suffer b}" a causeless delay, and lose precious time.” 

“ He was iny only comfort — ” 

“ Well, madame, what is it?” 

“ 1 have not power to tell you.” 

Slie put her hand into her reticule, and thence produced 
a paper whiih slie gave me with averted eyes, saying, ” Head, 
rc;id.” 

“ These are printed papers you have given me ; you must 
have made some mistake.” 

“ Would that I did, sir ; would to heaven that I did. I 
beseech you to cast your eyes over tlie number 32,740 ; my 
grief forbids me to utter more ! Ah ! how cruel is my fate. — 
(Tears fell from her eyes, the word expired upon her lips, she 
was convulsed by sobs, and could with apparent difficulty 
prevent them suffocating her). I am strangled ! I am 
choking ! I feel something swelling in mv throat.-— Ah ! ah t 
ah 1 ah V* 
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1 handed a seat to the lady, and whilst she abandoned her- 
»elf to her sorrow, 1 turned over two or three leaves, until 1 
reached No. 32,740, under the head of lost property ; the page 
was moist with tears ; I read : 

“A small spaniel, with long silvery silky hair, dropping 
ears ; lie is perfectly trimmed ; a mark of fire above each 
** eye : physiogi\omy excessively animated, the tail trumpet- 
“ fashion, forming the bird of paradise. His natural diposi- 
lion is very endearing ; will cat notbing but the white of a 
“ chicken, and answers to the name of (largon, pronounced 
“with mildness. His mistress is in despair; fifty francs* re- 
“ ward will he given to vvliosoever will bring him to the Kue de 
“ Turenne, No. 

“Well, madanie 1 what am I to do for Garr/on? Dogs 
arc not under my control. 1 see that he was a most amiable 
creature.'* 

“Ah! sir, amiable I that is the exact word,’* sighed the 
lady, in ac(tonts that peinitrated the very lienrt ; “ and his in- 
telllgeiiee could not he surpassed; he never left me. — Di'crest 
Gareon ! Would you believe it, that during the holy exer- 
cises, he had a mon* devout look than myself? In truth, ho 
was generally admired, his appearance alone was n lesson to 
mankind. — Alas I alas ! on Snnday last we were going to the 
sacrament, 1 was carrying him under my arm ; you know lluse 
little creatures have per|)etual wants — at the moment wc were 
entering the e.lmrcli, 1 put' him on the ground, that lie might 
do as he wished ; 1 went onwards, iu)t to disturb him, and 
when I returned— no Gtir(/on, — 1 called Gareon, Gareon I — * 
lie had disappeared. 1 IciY the Jlencdictine to run after him; 
and — judge of my mi.sery — i could not find him. This is the 
business that has induced me to trouble von to-day, to ('utreat 
that yon would have the excessive kindness to liave a 
search made for him. I will pay all tliat is needful ; but 
take care he is not ill-used. I am sure the fitult has not 
been Ills.” 

“ Indeed, madame, whether he is in fault or not is no 
concern of mine ; your complaint is not of that nature 
to which I am allowed to attend ; if we were to give 
our time to dogs, cats, and birds, there would be endless 
work.*' 

“Well, sir; since you take that tone I shall address his 
excellency. If there is no respect shown to persons who 
think well — Do you know I belong to the congregation, and 
that — *’ 

** You may belong to the devil for mo—** 
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I nould not finish my speech : a deformity which I ob- 
served suddenly in tlie devout mistress of Gareon, produced 
from me a sudden fit of laughter, which entirely disconcerted 
her. 

I an object of inlrlh ?” said she, laugh away, sir, 
laugh aw'ay.” 

When my sudden gaiety had a little ahiited, I said : — 

‘•Forgive, inadaine, this impulse, whieh I could not con-. 
tvol ; I did not know at first with whom 1 was conversing, hut 
now 1 know how I should beliave. Do you really deplore the 
loss of Gareon ?” 

“ Ah ! sir, 1 cannot survive it.” 

You have never linni expciienec d a loss which more scii* 
sihlv afTected you ?” 

“No, sir.” 

“ V'et you have had a hushand in thi.s Uviild, you liad a son, 
yrni liave iiad lovers — ” 

” I, sir ! how d .re you — ” 

“ Yes, Madame Duflos, you have had lovf'rs ; you have* 
really had them. Do you renunniier a certain night at 
Versailles ?” 

At these words she looked at me attentively for a moment ; 
the colour came to her ehci k. 

“ Fugenc I” she cried, and instantly hastened from the 
room. 

Madame Duflos was a milliner whose clerk T had been for 
some time, wlien, to hide from the search of* the polie(; at 
Ai*ras, I iiad concealed myself in Paris. She was a droll sort 
of woman ; slie had a fine head, bold eye, good eyebrow, 
majestic forelicad ; her mouth, elevated at the corners, was 
large, but adorned with thirty-two teeth of dazzling white- 
ness ; hair of a beautiful black, ami a(}uiline nose, above a 
tolerably well-funii'-lu'd mou.stachc, gave to her piiysiognomy 
an air which would liave bcfii imposing, if her bo.som 
})laccd between two liuinjis, and licr neck plunged into 
these doulde shoulders, Iiad not snggc.sted the idea of a fc- 
m.ilc Piincli. 

She was about forty when I first saw her : her appearance 
was most studiously al tended to, and she gave licrself the airs 
of a queen ; hut from the height of the cdiair whereon she 
was perched, so tliat her kness were elevated above tlie 
counter, she seemed less like a Scmirainis than the grotesque 
idol of some Indian pagoda. When 1 saw her on this species 
of throne, 1 had much difficulty to be serious ; but I pre- 
served the gravity which circumstances demanded, and had 
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Jiist KiiSicieiit coniniaiid over myself to convcM't into saluta- 
tions of the most respectful kind a strong disposition to do 
entirely otlierwise. Madame Duflos took from her bosom a 
large eye glass, through wliich she viewed me, and wlicn she 
had taken iny dimensions from liead to foot, 

What is your ])tcasiirc, sir T’ she said. 

1 was about to reply, but a clerk who jad undertaken to 
present me, having told her that I was the young man of wliorn 
he had s]>oken, she looked at me again, and asked me what 1 
knew of business. Of business 1 was utterly ignorant ; I 
was silent ; she repeated the question, and as she evinced some 
impatience, I w’as forced to explain. 

“Madame,”! said, “I know nothing of the business of 
fashions, but wdth zeal and perseverance, 1 hope to give you 
satisfaction, particularly if assisted by your advice.” 

“ Well, 1 like that; I wish people to be frank with me. 1 
receive you ; you shall fill Theodore’s situation.” 

** I am at your orders as soon as you please, madame.” 

** Well, then, I engage you at once ; from this very day you 
may begin on tidal.” 

My installation was at once eirectcd. In my situation as 
junior clerk, 1 bad the task of arranging the magazine and 
work-room, where about twenty young girls, all very pretty, 
were employed in fashioning gewgaws, destined to tempt tin* 
provincial coquettes. Thrown amongst this bed of beauties, 1 
thought myself tr.'insported to a seraglio, and, looking some- 
times at the brown and sometimes at the fair, 1 thouglit of 
circulating the handkerchief pretty freely, wlien, or the morn- 
ing of the fourth day, Madame Duflos, who had no doubt seen 
something not quite to her satisfaction, sent for me to her 
room. 

“ M. Eugene,” she said, “ I am much displeased with you ; 
you have been here hut a very short time, and already hearin to 
form criminal designs upon my young people. I tell you that 
will not do for me at ail, at all, at all.” 

Overwhelmed by this merited reproach, and unable to ima- 
gine how she had guessed my intentions, 1 could only stam- 
mer out a few unconnected words. 

“ You would have considerable difficulty in justifying your- 
self,” she added, “ but I know very well that at your age we 
cannot repress our inclinations ; but these girls must not be 
thought of in any way ; in the first place, they are too young ; 
then, again, they have no fortune ; a young man should have 
some person who can as.«^ist him, some person of sense and 
reaion.” 
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During this moral lesson, Madame Diiflos, carelessly ex- 
tended on an easy couch, rolled about her eyes in a way that 
would infallibly have led to an overpowering burst of laughter 
from me, had uotlier head-wonum entered very opportunely to 
tell her that she \vas wanted in the work-room. 

Thus terminated this interview, which proved to me the 
necessity of being on my guard. Without renouncing my in- 
tentions, I only appeared to look on the young women with 
indiflerence, and was skilful enough to set her penetration at 
default ; she watched me incessantly, spied my gestures, my 
words, my looks; but she was only astonished at one thing — 
the rapidity of my progress. I had only passed one month's 
apprenticeship and could already sell a shawl, a fancy gown, a 
cap, or a bonnet, as well as the most experienced hand. Ma- 
dame was deliglited, and had even the kindness to say, tluit, 
ifl continued as attentive to her lessons, she did not despair 
of making me the cock of the mode. 

“ But,” she added, ” mind, no familiarity with the ]Hillets ; 
you uiulerstnnd me, M. Mugeiu- ; you understand me. And I 
have also another thing to recommend to you, that is, not to 
neglect your personal app'^arance, noUiing is so genteel as u 
well-dressed man. Besides, 1 will undertake to ])rovi(le your 
dross for tlie piesont ; let me do so, and you will see if I will 
not make a little Love of you.” 

I thanked Madame Dullos, 'r)iu as 1 feared with her o.xtraor- 
diiiary taste she might makvC of me some such a Cupid as she 
w'as herself a Venus, 1 told her that I wished to spare her the 
,care of a metamorphosis which appeared to inc impossible ; 
hut that, if she would confine herself to her kind advice, I 
sliould receive it with gratitude, and seek to prolit by it. 

Some time afterwards Madame Duflos told me, that intend- 
ing as usual to go to the fair ofVersailles with some goods, she 
had decided that 1 should .attend her. Wc started the next 
day, and forty-eiglit hours afterwards were established at the 
Champ-dc- Foire. A servant who had attended us slept in the 
shop ; as for me, I lodged with madnine, at the auberge ; we 
had ordered two rooms, hut in consorpaeneo of the influx of 
strangers, we could only have one : resignation was compul- 
sory. In the evening, madame had a large screen brought, 
with which slie divided the room into two, so that we each had 
our own apartment. Before we went to bed, she preached to 
me for an hour. Afterwards, we went up-stairs ; madame en- 
tered her division, I wished her good evening, and in two 
minutes was in bed. Soon sighs began to escape her, doubt- 
less caused by the fatigue which she had experienced during 
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tlie day ; she si^liod a^ain, but the candle was our, and I went 
to sleep. Suddenly, I was inlornipted in 7ny first nap, I 
thought some one pronounced my name ; 1 litctened. 

“ Eugene.” 

It was the voice of Atadame Duflos. I made no reply. 

” Eugene,” she called again, “ have you closed the door 
properly ?” 

“Yes, madatne.” 

“ I think you mistake ; look, I hog of you, and see if the 
holt is properly secured ; we cannot he too careful in theso 
auberges.” 

j did as desired, and returned to my bed. SearceJy was I 
laid once more on my left side than inadame began to com- 
plain. 

“ IVliat a miserable h<'d ! I a7n eate n nj) by the hugs, it is 
Impossible to close an eye! And ymi, Eugene, have } on any 
of these hisupportuble insects?” 

I turned a deaf ear to the (juestion. 

“Eugene, answer me; have you any of these bugs, as I 
have ?” 

“On my word, rnadaiiic, I have not yet found any.’ 

“ You arc very fortunate then, and 1 eongratnlate you ; as 
for me, I am devoured by tliem, I have bites ot‘ such a size! 
If it goes on in this way, I shall pass a s1ee])less night.” 

I kept silence, but was coirnpedled to break il when Madai7)e 
Eiifios, exasperated by her sulFeriugs. and not knowing liow, 
between tin? biting and itcdiing, to relieve heiseb', hegaii to cry' 
out willi all her strength, 

“Eugene! Eugene! do get up, T beseech you, and he so 
good as ask the iimkec})er fur a light, tlial we may drive away 
these cursed animals. Make haste I entreat you, my friend, 
for I am in hell.” 

I went dow'ii, and came up again with a lighted candle, 
which 1 put on the table near the lady’s hctl. As 1 was but 
lightly clad, that is to say, with my flags flying in the wind, I 
retired as quickly as possible, as well out of respect to the 
modesty of Madame Duflos, as to escapi' the seductions of an 
legant neglig^, in which there appeared to me to be some de- 
sign. Ilut scarcely had I got round the screen, when Madame 
Duflos gave a piteous shriek. 

“Ah! what a size, wdiat a monster, 1 can never have the 
courage to kill it : how it runs, it will get away. Eugene 1 
Eugene ! come here, I supplicate you.” 

1 could not retreat, hut, like a second Theseus, 1 risked all, 
and approached the bed. 
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AV here, when’,” said J, “is this Minotaur, Jet me exter- 
minate liiiii V 

“ I conjure j"ou, Kugene, not to jest in that way — there, 
there, see how it runs : tlid you see it on the pillow I how it 
jroes down ihe bed — what swiftness! it seems to know the fate 
you have in st(U‘e for 

In vain did 1 use all diligence; I could neither catch nor 
even sec the dangerous animal. I looked and h'lt everywhere 
to discover its hiding-place. I made every possible exertion 
to find it, hut in vain. Sleep overpowered us in our cndca- 
vonrs ; and if, on w:iklng. liy ti return to the ])ast, 1 was led to 
rel’.i'ct that Madame Dnfh’.s liarl been more fortunate than 
Potiphar’s wife, I had the pain of thinking tliat 1 had not had 
all the virtue of .fosejdi. 

From tills time 1 liad the job of watching evciy niglit that 
madame was not tormented hy hugs. My sinvice by day was 
rendered mueli rasirr. Considerations, anticipations, little 
})resents — m'th.ing was spared ; I was, like the conscript of 
Charh't, noiirislu'd, shod, clothed, and ]mt to bed at tlie ex- 
]M'iise of tlie princ»‘ss. Unfortunately, the princess was soine- 
wliat jeahuis, and lier rule a little despotic. Madame Duflos 
asked nothing more hut that, in more senses tluin one, 1 should 
amuse myself like a liumji-hacked man ; hui she went into 
most trcmdidoiis fis of rage if I even glanced at another 
woman. At last, worn out hy tins l}vaimy, 1 diclarcd one 
c vi'iiing that I would free myself from it. 

“ Ah I you will l<.a\e me tlien,” said she, “we will vsee about 
that.” 

Then arming herself with a knife, slie darted at me to plunge 
it in my heart. I seized her arm, and lierrag{‘ being appeased, 
I agreed to rt'main, on condition that she would be more 
la’asoiiahle. She promised ; hut, from the next day, curtains 
of green tadety w'crc placed over the windows of the room in 
whicli I was ])laced, as madame had thouglit it tit to intrust 
me exelusivady with keeping lier hooks. This proceeding was 
t)io more vexatious, as J had then no prospect of any control 
over the work-room. 

?*Iadame Duilos was most ingenious in isolating me from 
the rest of tlie world ; every day there was a new precaution for 
my security. At last my slavery was so rigorous, that every 
person saw through the tenderness of which 1 was the object, 
Tlie shop girls, who liked nothing butter than teasing madame, 
came to speak to me every instant, sometimes with one ex- 
cuse, sometimes another; poor Madame Duflos was tormented 
to death hy it ! how pitiable ! Kvery hour in the day shb 
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poured forth her reproaches on mo ; and never gave one in 
staiit’s intermission. 1 could not for anj length of time re> 
main easy under such a despotism. To avoid a hurst, which 
in my situation, might have involved me (I had then just e^ 
caped from the Bagne.) 1 secretly took a place by the dili- 
gence, and ahsconded. 

flow little did I then think, that, after a lapse of twenty 
years, I should meet again in tlie p(>liee>othce, my little Ihim* 
pina of tlio Rue Saint Martin • the proverb would have it so : 
two mountains never meet. 
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For upwards of four months a groat number of murders and 
highway roblioncs had been committed on all the roads con- 
ducting to the cajiital, without its having boon jiossible to dis- 
cover the perpetrators of those crimes. In vain had the police 
kept a strict watcli upon the actions of all suspected persons — 
their utmost diligence was fruitless ; when a fresh attempt, 
attended with circumstances of the most })orrible nature, sup- 
plied thcin will) lunts from wliicli they could at length antici 
pate bringing the culprits to justice. A man named Fontaine, 
a Imlcher, living at la Courtille, was going to a fair in the dis- 
trict of Corl)eil, carrying with him his leather bag, in wliicli 
was safely deposited the sum of 1 ,5t){) francs ; he had passed 
the Cour dc France, and was walking on in the direction of 
Kssonne, when, at a trifling distance from an auliergc where he 
had stopped to take some refresliinent, he came up with two 
very* well-dressed men. As evening was ap}>roaching, Fon- 
taine was not sorry to obtain fcllow-traveliers ; lie therefore 
addressed the two strangers, who were not slow in returning 
the salutation, and a eon versation soon arose between them, 
^■Good evening, gentlemen,” said hero them. — “The same 
to you,” replied they. “ We shall soon liave night overtake 
us,’* resumed the butcher. “ We sliall, indeed, sir,” answered 
one of the two pedestrians, “ and at this season of the year 
we must not reckon upon much assistance from the twilight.” 

“ I should care very little about it,” added Fontaine, “ but 
unfortunately, I have still a considerable distance to walk to- 
night.’* 

“ And where may you be proceeding to, if it be not too im- 
pertinent a question ?” 

** Where am I going ? Why, to Milley, to purchase sheep.** 

“ In that case, if agreeable to you, we may as well join com- 
pany ; my friend and self are proceeding to Corbeil on busi- 
ness, so that chance has been most favourable to us.” 
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Agreed / exclaimed the butcher, ‘^things could not have 
lallen out better; nor shall 1 be slow in profiting by it; for, 
in my huruhlc opinion, vdien one has inonev about one, travt l- 
1 ingin good company is far more ph-asaiit than being quite alone*’" 

“ You have money about you, then?’" 

You are right there, my friend, atul a pretty considerable 
sum too.” 

•• W ell, we likewise have large sums ; but we were informed 
tliat we ran no risk, as this pan of the country was considered 
perfectly safe.” 

“ Indeed ; I am glad to hear it ; hut, wore it otliervvise, 1 
have something here (showing a luige stick) that would make 
a tu]( rable resistance ; besides, I think the most daring thieves 
v.avaid hardly have the courage to attack three such formidable 
ai'.tagonists as w'e should make.” 

‘‘ .No, no ; tliey wo\iid not dare to meddle witli us.” 

Conversing thus, the trio reached the door of a small house, 
wiiich the brancli of juniper, decorating the entrjince, desig- 
mtte.l as a cabaret. Fontaine proposed to Ids eomjianions to 
take a bottle togcthei. They entered : pnxmred some Jleau- 
g«‘ney at eight soU the flask, and seated themstdves to enjoy it. 
'I’lie cheapness of the wine — its harmless nature — their meet- 
ing with it at a time when weariness had begun to steal ovtu' at 
least one of the party — were so njany reasons for lengtliening 
their stay. At last they rose to de])arl ; and a general emula- 
tion arose as to wlio should defray tl»e rec'koning. N(‘cu)y an 
iuMir, during which more than one fresh bottle was discussed, 
passed in this aTnicabU* dispute ; which, being at last yielded 
in favour of Fontaine, eonqdeted the elovaiiun of his spirits, 
and raised him to llic highest ])itch of gaiety. UikUt similar 
eircumstances, what inau could havv* harboured suspicion ? 

J^oor Fontaine, delighted at having met with such agr(?eable 
conq.'anions, tljought lie coiihl not do better than t.ike tliem a.i 
guides for the rc-uiaining part of his journey ; and in full con- 
iidence of their integrity, abandoned himself to their g\iidaiu;e 
along the hv-road they were then travelling. Ho walked on, 
therefore, w'iih one of liis newly found friends, whikst the se- 
cond followed close behind. The night was very dark, scaretdiy 
allowing the trnvtdlers to distinguish one step before the otlier; 
but guilt, with its lynx- like vyi-f can })enetiale the thickest 
gloom; and while Fontaine wa.s unsus])ectingly following tiie 
path recommended by his companion, tlie one who remained 
bediind lun\ struck him over the lieid a violent blow with his 
cudgel, which made him reel : surprised, but not intimidated, 
he was about to turn round to defend himself, when a second 
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blow, more fatal than the first, brought lilrn to the grouinl : 
iininccliately tiie other roliher, armed with a short dageer, 
threw Iiiin^elf upon him, and ceasett not tf> deal our murderous 
wounds, till liehelieved Ins victim had ceased to exist. 

I'outaiue liad yielded after a long and desperate struggle, and 
lay as aj>parenti\ lifcic'-s as his assassins would have had liim. 
^'iiey (juickly stripped him of the cimtents of his money-hag 
witli wideh tlu*y made olf, leaving Iiim weiteriim in his blood, 
ilapjjiiy, it was not long hidoie fi passeiigm-, attracted hy his 
groans, came to his sueemir, and diseovered the wretehed man, 
wlioiu the tiashness cff the night air had recailoil to his senses. 
After liaving reiulered lum wind, ass’slanec was in liis power, 
the siiMuger iiasteueil to the nearest hamlet in search of farther 
aid — inform. dam was imnu'diately th>''pate}u‘d to tlie niagis- 
tralos of (lorhed —thf attorney -general arrived, without delay 
at the place of crime, and eommeiuad the most diligent in* 
(jiiiries respeelitig tin* ‘'lightest cir»-ninstances attmiding it. 
Kight aiul-tvsenty u<»un':s, more or ie->s deep, 1 ore anijilo testi- 
\nony how iT’mh the munlereis Inu! feared that their victim 
shonhl e.^caju^ t I k m. Sjute of tin* enn Ity of their intention, 
I'hnitaiiie was yt i <ilne to utter a f« \v uonis, altliough his ex- 
treme exliaii'-tion from lo's (»f blood rendered linn unable to 
giM'all the ]iart leuiars \N hieh were m-eessary for tlie ends of 
instiee. He was rcTnovtai to tlie hosp tal, end at tlie eiul of two 
(!a,\ s. so fav oiirahle a ehaiigi' took place, that he was proiioimeed 
out t)f danger. 

'I’hi- nne^t inii'.nte ex'ncf itude had been observed in removing 
tlie liody. Notinng bad boen negh eted which might lead to 
the discovery e( tlie assassins. Accurate impressions wa're 
taken of the footmarks; buttons, fragments of pajier dyed in 
f>loo.I wa*n; carefully ctdlected : on om* (>f iliesc pieces, which 
apjx .-.red to lniv(^ )H'i*n hastily torn off to wijie the blado of a 
I’.nitc found at no gri^at distance* from it, wero ohse^rveal some 
written chaiaelers, but lliey W'ere without any connecting sense 
and, e(mse<{uenlly. unable to afford any intorirnition likely to, 
throw a liglit on the atlair. Kevertlieless, the attorney -general 
attaelied a great importance to the exjdanation of these frag- 
im nl''; and, upon jnore narrowly exploring tlie spot where 
J-'oiiraine iiad ’otaai lying, n second morsel w.'is picked up, which 
prestailed evtry a] pearance* of being part of a torn address* 
by dint of ejose examination, the follow'ing words w'ere de- 
ciphered *, — ^4 Monsieu?' Kuo — 

Murchand dc vins^ bar^-* 
liochi^ 

ai'- 

20 
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This piece of paper seemed to have once foriiicni part: of tv 
printed address ; but of wliose address ? .It waj hi present 
wholly impossible to make out. However that may be, cs no 
circumstance is too slight to deserve notice in the abseiice of. 
more substantial proofs, notes were carefully made of every- 
thing that might be hereafter available information. The 
magistrates assembled on this occasion received the thanke 
their extreme zeal and ability so fully merited. So soon as they 
had fulfilled this part of their mission, tlicy returned with all 
haste to Paris, in order to cCncert farther plans with tlic judicial 
and administrative authority. At their desire, 1 had inimciUatr* 
conference with them, and, furnislied with a proch verbal pre* 

■) red by them, 1 opened the camp.iign against the assashins. 
h t eir victim had sufliciently described them ; bat how eould 1 
place implicit relinn e on information proceedings from sucli a 
source? Pew' men in iinmineni danger can prcsrrve sulHcient 
presence of mind to lake accuxite views (d’ all tliat is passing j 
and upon the present occasion 1 was the more inclined to 
doubt the testimoViy of Fontaine, from the extreme nicety with 
which he ch tailed the most triiling particulars ; lu* lelatial, that 
during the long struggle lu* had with tlic assailants, oiu* oi them 
had fallen on liis kness, uttering a cry of pain, and that he 
heard him moaning and complaining to his ac(‘oin})lice of sut- 
fering extreme })aiii. Similar remarks to this wliich Lo J*^'*;'* 
tended to have made, ri]>peHred to me very extraordinary; 
sidering the state in which lie was found. 1 could not bring 
myself to believe that he himself felt quite assured of tlie 
correctness of his reminiseences. I determined, nevertheless, 
to turn llu'in to the best account I could; but still I required 
•A more definite point to start from, d’ho torn address was, in 
iny estimation, an enigma, which must first bo solved; and, 
to effect tliis, I racked my brains day and night, and ,.*t 
last felt satisfied, that excepting the name (respecting 
which 1 had but few doutus,) the perfect address would 
run thus : — 

A Monsieur , 

Marchuud dc rins, 

Barr ihe R uch erh o tiar t . 

Chaussce de Clignavcotirt, 

It was therefore evident that the as.sassins were in 
league with a wiiie-mcrchant of that neighhouihood 
perhaps the wine-merchant himself was one of tlie perpe- 
trators of the crime. 1 set my plans to work, so as to know 
the truth as quickly as possible ; and before the end of the 
day 1 was satisfied tht^t I had been right in directing my 
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&us|>icions towards an individual named Kaoul. This man had 
become known to me under very unfaVOU'ratile auspices: he 
passed for one of the most daring traffickers in contraband 
goods, and the cabaret kept by him had long been marked out 
as the rendezvous where a crowd ef suspicious persons nightly 
ceichrated tlieir riotous orgies. lloiii had moreover married 
the sister of a liberated galley-slave, and I was informed that 
he was linked in witli persons of both sexes, of characters as 
desperate as their fortunes. In a word, his reputation was that 
of a loose and profligate man; and whenever a crijnc was 
denounced, if he had not p(/sitiv('!y participated in it, all 
thought themselves warranted in saying to him, “ if it were not 
done by yourself, at least it was the W'ork <if your brother, or 
some of your relations.” 

Ilaoul, however, contrived to anticipate every 'scheme laid 
for entrapj)ing him, eitluT tlirough his <nvn sagacity, or the 
liints of his associates. 1 resolved, as a flrst step, to keep a 
Careful watch over all tlio npj)roaches to tlie cabaret ; and I 
charged inv .*\gents to observe, wiih a scrutinizing eye, the dif- 
ferent ])ersous wiio fv('<{uentcd it, in order to ascertain wd^ethev, 
.‘.mongst the numher, tliere might not ho fluind one who was 
wounded in the ktitu’. Wliile my sphs weic at tlie post I had 
assigned to tliom, ni}' own ()l»servatit)nR soon informed me that 
Ilaoul was in the constant habit of receiving at his house one 
or two persons of infamous eliaraetcr, will', whom he vSeemed 
upon terms of the closest intimacy. The neighbours affirmed 
that they w'cre freqiiently seen going out together, that they 
nvide long absences, and that it was universally Indieved that 
the greater part of honest Kaoul’s proi'its were those drawn 
from his dealings in coiitrahand goods. A wine? mereiiaiit 
v\]io ])Osses.se(l tlie great', st facility of observing wliat was going 
on in Raours domieilo, told me that he had often observed 
these worthy friends .stealing from tlie house in the gloom of 
tlie evening, and returning at an early liour the following 
morning, apparently exhausted with fatigue, and splashed up 
to the neck. I farther learned that he had s( i up a target in 
his garden, and was constantly practising thing with a pistol. 
Such were the particulars 1 gal hered le-^ peeling this notable 
character from all vvlio knew any thing ol him. At the same 
time my agents brought me the iiiteliigenec of their having 
observed at the house of Ilaoul a man, whom, for many reasons, 
tliey had surmised to he one of the assassins we were in search 
of. This person had first attracted their suspicions by a halt 
in his gait, proceeding not soinnch ftom habitual lameness, as 
from recent injury ; and upon farther examination of his per- 
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»on and dress, both were found in close agrermtint with the 
description given by .j^'ontaiue of one of the robbers. My 
agents farther informed me that the man in question was gene- 
rally accompanied by bis wife ; and that both appeared on the 
best possible terms with liaoul. My emissaries had suc- 
ceeded in tracing their abode*, vviiich was on the first lloor of a 
house shuated in the Jiuc ( 'i-i;nenard ; and here, in the appre- 
hension of giving the slightest hint of their suspicious to tin- 
auspeetc^i j»arty, tln.ir investigations had rested. 

Tliese particulars strengthened all iny conjectures, ; lul I was 
no sooner in ))ossessif)u of than 1 determined to go my- 

self, and wateii near the House which had been descrihed to me. 
It was now uiglit, and 1 was compelled to defer my p'.:r>;ose til! 
tlie coming uioni; bowi'ver, Ik fon* the sun bad risen, i was on 
the loolv-ont in the Rue (\Kpiemiid. I remained there wltlnmi 
perceiving anything worthy of notice till four o’clock in tlie 
afternoon, and was begi.ininir to grow impatient of tbe little 
success our [)laiis so. nu'd Ido ly to realize, when Uiv ag: nls 
pointi'd out to me an indivi 'ual, whose I'-atures ami name 
suddenly occurred to my mi'nn.ry. “ S('e ! tliere he is,” e.ried 
they; and scarcely had my e;. --s glanced over liiin, tinm ! re- 
cognised a pers.)ii named Comi. whom, from previous eirenm- 
stances iiesli in m\ reeoifeello.i, 1 instantly set down as one m' 
the assassins 1 was in seareli o(. llis principles, which wore of 
th(^ most alaaiidoned naUita', Iw.d dravMi clowm \ij)on him, 
many important oecMsi..ns, severe eonsequenci'S. Jle had just 
l)eei> j)imir»he(l by a '^ix muntlas’ impr isonrnenl for some fram- 
tiulont act, and i wall remeiiihemd having nrn'sted liim oi'.cc 
bt^fore for a higluvay n)hhery. In a wa)'(l, lie was oiu* of t'lose 
degraded being.s, who, like Cain, bore on liis forehead the stamp 
of shame and de.tth. 

Without Ik ing much of a prophet, one might boldly have 
predicted that this man was destined to a scalTold. One of 
llioso pres' ntiments, whicii have never deceived im*, tol.l me 
that lie had at length readied the term of tiiat perilous carr(‘r 
to whicli a blind tatality had conduct(‘d him. However, no? 
wisliiiig to hazard succh’s.s by j)recipitaiicy, 1 inquired, witli ali 
possible (MUti'Ui, vvlnat were iiis means of procuring a sul»- 
sistcnce. No one could satisfy me; and it appeared a, noto- 
rious truth, that he Wt'is never known either to possess a shilling 
or to liave any o.stt'usible uietlmd of earning one. The m igh- 
bours, when questioned, assured me that he led a most ^bssolute 
life, and, in fact, was considered a.s a person of extremely bad 
connexions and pursuits ; his very looks would have condemned 
him in a court of justice; and fir my ownselti who liad such 
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powt'iful reasons for concluding both iilinsrlf and Ins con- 
tc derate Raoul to be iiiiished rogues and highwaymen,, it may 
he readily supposed 1 lost no time in applying for warrants for 
their a})prchension. The necessary papers were no sooner 
asked for tlian given; and the very next morning, almost hc- 
loia* daylight appeared, 1 repaired to the house where (hnirt 
lodged; lu'.ving ascendetl the staos till 1 reached the lainiing* 
]daee on the lirst floor, 1 knocked at his door. 

“ "Who is there V' asked a voice from vvitliin. 

A\'ho should it he but Raoul V* sahl 1, imitating Tuc voice 
(>!' tlic “come, conn*, friend, open the door.*’ 

“ V.h’li, don’t he in a hurry then,” answered h(* ; ami listen- 
;Mg, 1 could distinctly hear the hasty movements of some one 
]irep,.niig to unfasten the door, wiiieh was no sooner, unclosed 
liom, believing he was sjieaking to his friend Raoul, “ Well,’’ 

I .'iclaimcd lie, “wli.at news anylhmg flash turned up V* 

“ Yes, yes,” reiilied 1, “ 1 liave a thousand things to say to 
Noii;” hut by tliis, through the glimmer of morning twilight, 
he diseovan-d his error, and cried out, in a voice ex[)r<. S'-ive of 
:!ie gwaUvt alarm, ‘‘ Jlle.ss me, it it is not Monsieur .lulcs 1” 
.''I'his w,';> the nam<‘ which I was g- uciaHy calk'd by common 
V omc'u and thieves;. 

“ M. dules!” reixatid tin* wife of rour*', still more alarmed 
'.Im'U ii(‘r liusbaiul. 

Suppose it is M. Jules,” said 1, “ why slu uld that frighten 

'< 1 ! ? ’fhe de\il is iu'\cr so black as lie is painted.” 

“ 1\> b<' sure,” ul-seiwed the hur^luind ; “ M Jules is a gooil 
fellow; and althougli be me once, nevs’r mind, 1 owe 

hvi'. no ill-will for in” 

“ 1 know that, my n’g«/or,” .said 1 ; “besides, why .should 
yon be angry with me i is it mv fault if you do a bit of moon* 

“ ! Ah I” refdled Com*!, witli the accent of a man 

who fi'lt liimself all at ouci* relie ved ot* the wadght of a moun- 
tain ; ** moonli^hi^ oil, M. Jub s, if it were so, you know 
vor}' well 1 should make no secret of it with you ; how- 
ever you arc welcome to look about you, and see what is to 
be seen.” 

'Wliilsf he was every moment becoming more tranquil as to 
the nature of my visit, 1 proceeded to turn over everything in 
the apartment, in which 1 found a jniir of pistols ready loaded 
and primed ; some knives ; clothes, wdiich appeared to have 
been recently washed ; with several other articles, all of which 
I seized. 

There now only remained tc put the finishing stroke to my 
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expedition, arresting both liusbaiicl and wife ; for, to have 
allowed cither of them to remain at large, would have insured 
tlie destruction of my plan for cntraj)ping llaoul, wlio would 
have learned from them sullicicnt to defeat iiiy scliemc. 1 
therefore conducted them both to the station in tlie Place 
Cadet. Court, whom 1 liad ])inioiie(l, n lapsed all of a sudden 
into his original terror, and hecame gloomy and pensive. The 
precautions taken by me rendert (i him uneasy, and his wife 
appeared to participate in his tL'iTii)le rcilections. Their coii- 
sternatiou was complete, wlien, upon our arrival at the guard- 
house, they he.'u’d me give orders that they sliould be kepi 
apart and cMrefully watched. 1 directed tint they should be 
plentifully supplied witli food ; but they were neither hungry 
nor thirsty. 

Whenever Court was questioned on the subject, a mournful 
shako of the lie ui was the only answer returned ; and eighteen 
hours elapsed witliont his opening ins lips. Ills eye W'as fixed 
and heavy, and liis whole countenance rigid and immovable. 
This iinpassahility convinced me but too well that he was 
guilty. Under similar circumstance.s 1 have almost always 
observed the two extremes, a profound silence, or an extreme 
volubility. 

Court and bis w'ife being lu a place of safety, my XK-xt busi- 
ness was to seize llaouk 1 immediately repaired to hi.s cabari't; 
he W'as not at home. The waiter left in charge of the liouse 
told me that ho had slept at Paris, where lie })()ss( ssed a small 
country-seat ; hut that being Sunday, he would be sure to re- 
turn home quite carl\ 

This absence of llaotd was a mischance I liad not calculated 
upon, and 1 trembb d, lost on his way home the wliim might 
have seized him of calling upon his friend Court, in tliat case 
he would of course have learned bis arrest; ami the knowledge' 
of that might put him too much on his guard to enable nu' to 
lay hold of him. I feared likewise that he might have liad a 
view of our expedition from the Hue Coqueiiard; and iny 
apprehensions were redoubled win n the waiter told me that his 
master’s country house was in the Fauxbourg Montmartre. 
He had never been at it, and could not point out lh« road to 
me, but be believed it was in the close vicinity of the Place 
Cadet. Every additional particular 1 derived from him re- 
doubled my fears, and led me to attribute the unusual absence 
of llaoul from his business to his having got scent of my in- 
tentions towards him. 

At nine o’clock he had not returned ; and the waiter, whom 
I questioned as closely as 1 could do, without allowing liii.i to 
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6-36 into my designs, appeared all wonder and uneasiness that 
l\h master should thus delay his return upon so busy a day as 
Sunday invariably was with them. Even the servant^ who was 
busied in preparing the breakfast I had ordered for myself and 
my agents, expressed her surprise at her master, and still more 
her mistress, being so much less exact to their usual hour for 
appearing than she had ever known them. “If I only knew 
where to send to,’* said the poor woman, “ I would certainly 
inquire whether any accident can have befallen them.” Al- 
though fully persuaded that her fears were without foundation, 
I felt as much at a loss as the whole household to guess the 
reason of lii;. non-appearance. Twelve o’clock struck, still no 
tidings bad reached us, and I began really to believe that the 
train lind blov. n up, when the waiter, wb(> had for the last half- 
hour been posted sentry before the door, came running towards 
me, crying out, “ Here he is, here he comes!” 

“ V\']io wants me ?” asked llaoul as he entered. Hut scarcely 
had li is foot crosbcd ih.e threshold, than, recognising me, he 
exclaimed, “Hlcss me, Jules! wliy, whit brings you in our 
neighhourhood tin’s moruing ?” He had evidejitly not the 
aligiitest suspieion lli.it it was on Jiis account J had come, 
and I ciKleavoiivcd t(' lead liiin still farllier from guessing the 
true nature of my \isit. “ .So, friend !” s.iid J, ‘‘you arc a 
liberal, are you T' 

“A liberal 

“Yes, even so; and you are farther accused — but 
this is no place for conversation. ('an 1 speak to you 
alone ?” 

“Certainly; step up to the room on the first floor, and I will 
follow yon in a minute.” 

i did so, after having by signs instructed my agents to keep a 
strict eye over Raoul, and to t.ike liim into custody if he dis- 
covered the least disposition to quit the house. Ho\vcvcr, the 
unhappy man had no intention of escape, for in a very few 
minutes he joined me, and, wdlh a look and manner expressive 
of jovial content, desired I would let him into the mighty 
mystery of my proceedings. 

“ Well, then,” said I, “no\v that w^e can convene without 
interruption, I will frankly explain the cause of my present 
visit. But tell me first, can you not partly guess it V* 

“Not J, upon my honour.” 

“You have already experienced great inconveniences on ac- 
count of those singing clubs, which you have persisted in 
holding in your cabaret, spite o! the formal prohibition issued 
by the police against them. Inforxniitiou hat been given 
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every Sunday there are meetings held in your liousc, at which 
leditious toasts and songs libelling government are perRiitteU. 
Not only is it known that you comiU nance the assonibling of 
a mass of suspicious characters, but it is understood tliat this 
very day a more than usual number is ex}>ectf;d to collect within 
these walls from twelve to four o’clock. You see there is ua 
hlinding the police as to your goings on. This is not all ; you 
are farther accused of having in your possession a vast (piantity 
of disloyal and immoral songs, w'lieh arc so earefully coiuu’ah'd 
by yon, that my orders were :;ot to appear btdore you exce])t 
in a disguise, that would have prt'vented your recognising my 
person, and to deh r my operations till the gentlemen of tlu' 
singing cluh should have opemed their meeting. 1 am truly 
conecTued to he charged with so very unpleasant a mission. 
Had I been apprised that you w^ere tin- person alluded to.. I 
aliould tuost certainly have declined the oflice : for with you. 
what would a disguise avail me ?’* 

llaoul smib'd, “ I think, Master dules,’' said he, “ I slnmld 
have been inucli anuisod at seeing yon attemj)t to deceive me 
that way.” 

“ Stiil,” continued 1, “it is hotter for you that 1 should be 
employed on this business than a stranger; you know very well 
that J have no ill-will against you. So take my advice, and 
give me up every s(mg in youi possession ; and larlhcr, to dis- 
pel tlie present doubts against you, refuse admission to every 
person whose presenee liere might, in the most tiilling degree, 
compromise your saf ty.” 

“Upon my north” said llaoul, “ 1 had no luuion boliv'c 
how deep a politician you were.” 

“AVliy, as to that, friend,” cried f, “ a little of everytiiing is 
a useful trade, and I for one find that if I desire to get on in 
this world, J must be able to ride on any saddle.” 

“ AVell,” replied llaoul, “ you can’t Inl]) it, Master Jules, 
but as true as my name is Clair llaoul, I swear to you tli.nt I 
am wrongly accused. People havo surely gone mad ! 1, who 

think of nothing hut just how to earn a bit of honest bread! 
"What a world is this! Nothing but envy and spite against 
those who seem likely to meet \\ith anything like success! — 
however, M. Jules, if you doubt my word, you can easily judge 
for yourself—just make up your mind to ; J*ey*h cre A'ith your 
people ; observe us well throughout the day, and form your 
own opinion of our principles and loyalty.” 

“Agreed,” said I, “but hark ye, friend Kaoul, no gammot% 
if you please; you are just the chap to destroy all these ob- 
jectionable songs, and nothing would be easier than for you ta 
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n hint to your company, that would efTectually silence the 
sing'crs Iroui cornmitlinp; thcmscivc? hi my hearing.** 

“Who do you take mo for, sir?*’ exclaimed Ilaou, with 
(juickness. “J am iiicrn)ahlc of such conduct; if I promise 
ou to let everything proceed as if you were not present, no- 
ihing could iiidnce mo to deviate from it; you can either 
helii^ve me or not, at your pdeasure, but to convince you of my 
lionour in ttie husiiiess. you shall remain hy iny side the whole 
of the day ; I jdedge myself not to breallie one word re- 
specting you to a living soul, not oven to my wife when she 
comes honu', so tlnit ymi may he verv sure ; — however, you 
will, I ho[iC; se(' no ohjiclion to my attending to iny customers 
as usual.” 

“ A'.sinvdly not ; let everything go on as usual, and to lull 
all sns]n‘eion J d(;n't earc if 1 lend you a helping liaiul.” 

“ VoLir oiler is too ai;T(‘ea!)le to he refused.” replied llaoul : 
so if you plea'll', M. .1 tiles, we will proceed to work at once.” 
” (kune on then,*' said I, an<l we descended the stuairs to- 
gether. Jla(>ui prep. ned his hnp;e carving* knife, and, with my 
''lecves tuckc'd Uji, and a napkin fast-nual Ix'fore nn*, I aided! 
him Iti carving the veal, which, with the accompaniment of 
sorrel sauce, was destiiu'd for the lianquet ol’ the Lueulluses of 
the eftharet. From the veal \vc proceeded to the mutton ; ive 
set out some dozens ofelmps in t)ie most tempting maniUT, and 
trimmed up the leg, tint delicate moisel so gc'iierally relished 
and longed for. 1 next assisted in preparing some turkeys for 
the s})it, after which we cieaia'd aw'ay the litter, and repaired to 
the wine-cellar, wliere I m.'ide myself equally useful, hy hel])ing 
my companion to mannfacture ge/tmuc wine at six sols the 
tlask. 

During this operation I was 'quite alone with Kaoul, who 
])asscd me olf to every one as his most intimate friend. I stuck 
as close to him as liis very shadow, and he himself appeared as 
unahlc to dispense with me as with his large carving-knife. 1 
must confess that s -vcral times I trembled lest he should sus- 
pect the motive of my watching him so closely; had he done 
so, be w'ould certainly have murdered me, and I must have 
perished honeath his violence, without any human creature 
being able to assist me ; liappily he saw in me only a familiar 
of the political inquisition, and as to the seditious imputations 
urged against him, ho was perfectly at his ease. - 

U]) to four o’clock I continued my assistance as second in 
office, when the commissary of })olicc, whom I had informed 
of the affair, arrived. I was on the ground-floor, when I per- 
ceived him at a distance, and hastening to him, I begged he 
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-would not make liis appearance for a few minutes. 1 then 
returned to liaoul, and alfccting to be exceed ingiy angry, 
**The devil take theml” cried I, “the police have just sunt to 
me to say that our business lies at your house in Paris, and 
that we must remove thither iustaiuly.” 

“ Oh, if that b(? all,” said Raoul, “ let us go there at onuu.’' 

‘‘Yes,” repliud 1, “ and when we are tlicie we shall be or- 
dered back again here; faith, they do not staml very nice as to 
the trouble they give us wdth the contradictory orders ! if I 
were in your ]»lace, since we are in your bouse. 1 would sund 
to request the eorniuissary of police to allow your premises to 
be soarclicd ; it would be a convincing argument that you were 
wrongly accused,” 

Raoul applauded this advice as most e.Kcdk'nt, did as 1 l e- 
cominendod, and liaving obtained the comiiiiasary’s eoiusent. 
the strictest search took place, without, howevei*, its protinciiig" 
anything to criminate him. 

“ Weil,” cried lie (when the wdiole was concluded), witli 
that tone of exultation which might have spruii'; from a man of 
conscious integrity; “well, geuthmun, 1 Impc you arc now 
satislied. Upon my word, 1 do not think m>SLlf at ail weii 
used to be suspected and searched in this manner. Why you 
could not have done more had 1 committed murder I *’ 

Tile assurance with which the iatU.T part of the sentence was 
pronounced really startled me, and for a moment 1 repented of 
having ever suspected him, but the many reasons J had lor 
concluding him guilty quickly eftaced my regret. Still it was 
frightful to consider that a robber and murderiT like iiimsclf, 
wliose hands were yet recking with the blood of liis victim, 
could, without a shudder, utter words whicli thus iccallecl his 
guilt. Raoul was calm and almost triumphant in his manner; 
and when we were seated in tiie hackney-coach whidi was to 
traiKsport us to Paris, an iiidillcrent spectator might have sup- 
posed he was proceeding to a festival; he rubbed his haiuis, 
and said with all the glee imaginable, “ I am thinking how my 
wife will be astonished at seeing me return to her in such good 
company.” It happened to be his wife who opened the door; 
at Uie sight of us her countenance underwent not the slightest 
alteration ; she presented us with scats, but as we had but lliUe 
time to lose, the commissary and myself immediately set to 
work to perform our task of examining the house. Raoul did 
not appear desirous of quitting us for a moment, but guided us 
through our search with the utmost complaisance. 

In order to give a colouring to tlie story 1 had first told him, 
wo affected the greatest solicitude respecting his papers ; he gavt 
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me the key of his escritoir. 1 seisscd upon a bundle of papers, 
and the first upon which i cast my eyes was a direction, part 
of which had been turn off. instantly tlie shape of tlie torn 
fragment, on which was written the address found on the place 
of murder, and affixed by the magistrates of Corbeil to their 
proch verbal^ occurr(‘d to my recolleetion. The piece now 
before me had evidently formed part of it. The commissaiy 
to wlioTU 1 commuiucaled my opinion coincided with me in it. 
liaoul had at first s('en us take ui) the note and examine it, 
with perfect indifference: possiiily, lie might not Iiimself re- 
collect, just at that moment, its fata! signification ; but as he 
obser\ed our scrutiny more and mrtre iicch d in it, his meunory 
evid(‘iuly r« freshed him with its full force: his countenance 
changed in an instant ; the muscles of his face contracted; a 
ghastly paleness came over h/nn ; and s]>iiiiging towards a 
drawei in which \vere his loaded ]>islols, he endeavoured to 
seize tlunn; when, by an eijuaily rapid movement, my agents 
and myself threw ourselves upon him, and soon deprived him 
of all })Ovv('r oT resistance. 

It WHS nearly midnight when Kaoul and his wife w’erc con- 
ducted to the ])rcfeclme; — Court arrived there a quarter of an 
hour afterwards. The two accomplices were separately eon- 
fmed. U]) to lliis pi'i iod iheie ijad been nothing but presump- 
tive evidence against tliem ; 1 theiaiore uiuk-rtook to obtain 
their own confession whilst tiny remained in first stiqnor 
It was on Court that 1 first employed my eloquence. 1 worked 
him, as it is called, in every possible way. 1 used every species 
of argument to (;onvinee liim that it was to liis own interest to 
make a full avowal. 

“ Take iny advice,” said I to him, “declare the truth of tlie 
matter ; why should you persist in endeavouring to conceal 
wdiat is known to every one ? you will find, by the very first 
question put to you at your examination, that your judges are 
mucli better informed than you think for — death has not sealed 
the lips of all the persons you have attacked. Many of those 
you believed your victims will produce overwhelming proofs 
against you ; you may he silent if you please, but jmur silence 
will not prevent your condemnation ; jniblic execution is not 
all you expose yourself to ; think of the punishments and 
severity with which your obstinacy will be visited; justly irri- 
tated against you, the magistrates will show you no mercy up 
io the hour of your execution ; you will be watched, tormented, 
worse even than by the tortures of a slow consuming fire : it 
you persist in your obstinate refusal to make a full confesslor., 
your prison will be a perfect hell to you. On the r*^r:itj’arv. by 
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avowing your pnst iniquities, expressing sorrow and contrition 
for them, and meeting your fate with resignation (since you 
cannot hope to escapi' from it), you will at least have a chance 
of exciting the pity of mankind, and the Imniane consideration 
of those appointed to try you.” 

1 had carefully forehorne mentioning to Court of what murder 
he was accused ; fully impia sseil with the idea of liis h iving been 
accessary to more than one, I avoided speeifying tlmt of wdiich 
he then stood charged. 1 Ijoped that, by using only vague 
words, and refraining from every precise detail, 1 inl:^ht be 
enabled to draw' liiin on to the conii ssion of other eilmes 
])i sides the one for whic'h he rvas then in custody. Couit re- 
i]<'i*ted for a niMucnt — 

Well, th('n,” said he, “since you advise it, I wiil aeknow- 
1 dge that it was I win) nniuh ia'd the travelling jioulterrr, — 
^Vhy, is soul must have stuck faster to his body than I guessed 
it i-ould — poor devil ! and did lie really come hack to life alter 
s’ach a dn'ssing as I gave iiim/ I’ll ltdl you, M. Jules, liow 
the tiling happened, and I whsh I may die it 1 tell a lie aluuit 
it: — A number of Norm.ms were lelurning; Ihuih', after ha\ing 
sold til eir wares at Paris. I fancied they must he loaded with 
morn y, and in cmiscijuencr lav in wait for them. J stoppeti 
the first two wlio came hy, Init found little or nothing ujjon 
tlnm. I w’as at that time in the most(\treme neecssitv : want 
drove me on to the deed, for my wife w is destitute of every- 
thing, and the thoughts of her w-refehed stab w’nmg my h('art. 
At last, whilst I wais giving mys' If up to desji.iir, j heaid the 
noise of wlieels : I i* islened to meet it; it was a poulteiar’s 
cart ; tlie j)oor Avreteh was lialf asli-ep whtm I calletl to him. to 
deliver u]) his purse, lie emptied liis pocki t^. I felt in tlieni 
myself, hut liis wliole ])osvtsbions were hO francs I — hU francs! 
what was tliat to me who was in debt to rv. ry one / 1 ow'ed 

two (|u,u levs’ rent, and my laiuilord was hourly threatening to 
turn us out of doors, 'fo lieighten my misi rv, i was dunned 
hy other Creilitors equally merciless. What was 1 to do with 
tnis jialtry suj)ply ofhO francs? Jiage took jiosscssion of me. 

1 seized my pistols, ainl, without one moment’s ivdeetion, dis- 
cliarged llnon holli at my gentleman’s heart. A fortniglit 
afterwards I learned that he still lived ! you may iurigme, 
therefore, that my present situaiion does not sui])rise me ; for, 
since the moment 1 have been deserihiiig to you, J have lu ver 
enjo> ed one hoiu*s peace, in the fear of his p lying me off sooner 
or later.” 

” Your fears were Avell fomuled,” said I, “ hut this unfortu- 
nate dealer in poultry is not your only victim ; what do yoi; 
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expect from tin* hutclicr whom you pierccrl through and 
through with your knife, after having carried off his purse ? 

“ ()h, as to that,” exclaimed the villain, “ may God receive 
his soul ! r will answer for it, that if he witnesses against me, 
it can only he at the last judgment.” 

“ Yoti are mistaken, the butcher did not die of his wounds, 
any more than the former victim yo\i were speaking of.” 

“ Ah ! so much the better,” cried Court. 

“ No, lie lives ; and I must warn you tliat he has pointed out 
))oth you and your accomplices, in a manner too distinct to 
admit of any mistake.” 

Court ('iidec'ivoun'd to persist in aflirming that he had no 
aceom])1iees ; hut he became weary of his own falsehood, and 
at length admitted that Clair Jlaoul had participated in the 
crime for wliicli he was accus('d. J urged him (but in vain) to 
name otliers as well: he maintained the .same story, and I was 
eom])elled to content myself with what I had already drawn 
from him ; however, in the fe.ar of !)is retracting, I sunmioued 
the commissary, in uliosf^ pr«*senee Court repeated, and even 
('III irged u])()n, wh.it he had previously told rue. 

'j'o ha\e brouglit Court to an acknowh-dgment of his crime, 
and to o])tain ironi liiin a written declaration of it, was no 
doubt an importvant ])oii)t gained ; hut a more diflicult battle 
remained to he fought ero li.aoul could bo persuaded to follow 
bis exnm])]e. To effect tlii.s, I stole softly to the room in which 
he nas confined. Ilewas sleeping; and, stepping cautiously in 
tl.e fear of awaking him, 1 ])]aced myself beside him, and wliis- 
))errd gi'iitiv in his ear, in the ho]>e of leading him, as under 
the infhienet* of a dream, to amswer the questions thus put to 
him. ^Vithont raising the low tone in which 1 had first ad- 
dn'ssed hiin, I interrogated him as to the particulars of the 
min der. Some uninl-elligible w(u*ds escaped him, but it was 
impossible to make any sense of tliem, Tliis scene lasted fur 
nearly a quarter of an hour, when, at my asking him, “ Wliat 
b( came of the knife with wliicdi you murdered your victim ?” 
lie gave n sudden st.arf, uttered some inarticulate sounds, and, 
flinging himself from the bed on which he was lying, opened 
liis wild and glaring eyes full upon me, as if he dreaded the 
aj)}u'uiuon of some horrid vision. 

from the terror and astonishment with which he continued 
to regard me, even after he had recognised my person, it might 
easily he peiceived that he dreaded my having been the witness 
to his late severe internal struggle, and I could readily see in 
his eyes tlie eagerness with whicli he sought to divine how far 
his restless guilty conscience had betrayed him during hu 
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unquiet slumbers. A cold perspiration covernl his face, h« 
was deathly pale, and whilst he endeavoured to force a smile, 
his teeth chattered and ground together in spite of him ; he 
presented an exact representation of a damned spirit in all the 
tortures of an agonizing conscience — a second Orestes pursued 
by the furies. Krc the last vapours of his uneasy dreams had' 
passed away, 1 wished to turn the circumstance to account; it 
Wiis not the lirst time I had called tlic night-marc to my aid. 
You appear,” said 1 to liaoul, to have had a frightful 
dream ; you have been talking a great deal, and seemed to be 
in great pain ; I cuuld not l)ear to see you siiUt.r so much, 
and woke you to dispel the anguish and remorse to which you 
ses.tncd a prey. Do not feel displeased at this language — it is 
in vain to dissimulate farther; the confessions of your friend, 
Court, have informed us of everything — justice is in full pos- 
session of every circunistnnee rcdaliveto the criujc uhercof you 
arc accused. Do not seek to palliate your paaicipation in it, 
— tile evidence of your accomplice cannot be invalidated by 
anything you can say ; if you set'k to save yourself by a system 
<»f denial, tlie voica; of your unhappy associate? will confound 
>ou in the presence of your judges; and if that he not sulli- 
cieiit, tnc butcher whom you murdered near l^lilly will appear 
as your accuser.” 

At these words I steadily examined the counteuanee of 
Raoul ; a slight discomposure was observable in iiis ieatuivs, 
but it soon passed r^way, and recovering himseli', lie replied 
with firmness : — 

” M. Jules, you are trying to eriliap me; you only ihrdw 
away your time ; you are deep and cunning, but 1 know my 
own innocence. As to what you .say of Court, you will not 
persuade me that lie is guilty; still less do I btdieve that he 
can have implicated my name, wlien then' exists not the sliglil- 
est appearance of prohabiiity of his doing so.” 

I again declared to Kaou) tluit it was useless for him to seek 
to conceal the truth from me — ” Well, then,” said 1, “if no- 
tliing else will do, you shall be confronted with your friend ; 
wc shall then see whether you will venture to persist in deny- 
ing the facts he has sworn to.” 

” Let him come,” cried Raoul, I do not ask for anything 
better; I am confident that Court is incapable of a bad or dis- 
honourable action. — Why sliould he accuse himself of a crime 
he has not committed, and implicate me in it for mere wanton- 
ness ? unless indeed he has lost his senses, which is not very 
likcly.^ — Hark ye, M. J ules ; 1 am so certain of what 1 assert, 
that if he says he committed this murder, and that I had a 
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eliare iii it, I consent to pass for the greatest Bcoundrci :hat 
ever walked llie earth.— I will acknowledge, as true, whatever 
he may say; and I farther engage, either to clear my innocence 
through his means, or to ascend the same scaffold with him.-^« 
I do not dread the guillotine, whether its blow descend for this 
^or any other offence ; if Court confirms what you have said, be 
it so — all is over — the veil is raised, and two heads will fall at 
f)necd* 

I quitted him m these dispositions, and wont to propose the 
interview with Ids ooturado : this latter, liow'ovor, refused, de- 
claring that, after the confession ho had made, he had not the 
courage to ( llaoul.-~*‘ Since 1 have regularly signed 

and attested my dojiosition,’' said hi‘, “ let it be read to him, it 
will suffice to Lnmvinc^ him; besides, he will recognise my 
writing/’ 

'j’his ri'pugnance, wliich I \vas far from expecting, vexed me 
so much the' more, as i have fre(jiient]y known the Ibouglus of 
a man arraigned of crime to change in an inslsni from one 
('pillion to the o]>])Osito extreme. I exerted all my irdlucnee 
to ovei'C'.'ine CourL's o)>jeetions, and at iengtli •ucceoded in de- 
ciding ) iiii to act as 1 wisln-d. After a trifling delay, the two 
friends found themselves in each other’s piosence: they em- 
brric< (I ; and the iijg(.*miity of Court suggested to him a ru::e by 
w Inch to }Killi:ite Ills liuving involved liis coadjutor in liis ac- 
knowledgment of guilt; and this, w'ithout iiaving originated iu 
my advice, materially assisted my jiluiis “ J'h’iond Kaoul,” 
cried C( urt, *’ 1 am informed you have followed my example, 
and made a lull confession of our unfortunate crime. It was 
tile wry best tiling wc could either of us do; for, as M. Jules 
ohservi s, there arc too many couviuciug proofs against us, to 
mahe I'arljier dcjiial of any avail.” 

The person to wlnuu these words were addressed stood for 
an instant as if ju-trified witli astonislnnejit ; but, quickly gather- 
ing- Ills spirits, — “ Faitli, M. Jules! ” cxcl limed lie, “you have 
managed well — we are both completely drawn! Now, then, 
as 1 :mi a man ol’ my word, I will keep that 1 gave you, by 
concealing notliing;” and immediately he began a recital 
which fully confirmed that of his associatf'. 'i’hese now revela- 
tions having received the usual fonns of law, I remained in 
conversation with the two assassins, who bore their })art in it 
with inexhaustible mirth and hilarit}', tlic geiaral effect of 
confession with the greatest criminals. J sujqwd with them, 
and although they ate heartily they drank very moderately. 
Their countenances had resumed their usual calnmcss, and no 
vestige was perceptible of the late catastroplie ; they looked 
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upon it as a vscttled thing, that by their con fcsslon they had 
undertaken to pay t]»eir debt to ofTeiided justice. 

After supper 1 informed them we sliould set out in tlie night 
for Corbcil. “In that case,” said llaoul, “it is not worth 
while going to bed;” and ho hogged of me to procure him a 
pack of cards. Wlicn tlie vehicle which was to convey us was* 
ready, they were as deeply engaged with tlieir game of piquet, 
as any two ])eaccful citizens of Paris could have been. 

They ascended the carriage without aptuarlng to suflbr th.e 
least emotion .at so doing, and we had scarcely reached i}:e 
B/J.rrlcrc d’ Italic, wlicn t)»ey w'ere lia})pi]y asle(‘p and snoring; 
nor had they aroused themselves, wlien, at eiglit o’clock in the 
morning, we entered Corbcil# * 



CHAPTER XXXVIII. 


The iu)ise of oiir arrival was quickly spread abroad, and th« 
inhabitimts Hocked to liave a view of the assassins of the butcher 
wbo.so story Iwid excited so imich comm iscrat ion. 1 wat 
equally an olqect of curiosity to them, and was pleased witf 
tlie present o]>portiinity of leaniin« tlu; opinion entertained 
me at the distance of six leagues from Varis. I hastened tc 
mingle in the crowd aasemhl^'d before the prison, from wdience 
1 could easily overhear the most amusing observations : “ 'J’here 
lie is, that is he,” exclaimed the spectators, raising themselves 
on tip-toe every lime the wicket ui>ened to allow ingress OJ 
egress to any of my agents. 

Look, look, do yon see him ?” said one of them, that 
little hop o’ my thumb tbere, scarcely five feet high.” 

‘•Stuff! a shriiiij) like that ! 1 could put lifty such in my 
j'oeket.” 

“ Shrimp as you call liim, he is more than a match for you : 
he is a first-rate boxer, and has a sort of a back throw that 
would astonish you.” 

“ All fudge, I (lare say ; do you suppose he is the only one 
that knows a good tliing r” 

/ No no !” bawled out a second sp(‘clator, this is he, thii 
tall slender ftdiow witli tlie reil hair,” 

“ What a lath !” cried out the next hystandcr, ‘‘ why with 
one hand in my pocket 1 could double him in two.” 

“ y oil conhi,” 

Yes, I could !” 

“And d(> you fancy th;it he would allow you to lay your fin- 
gers upon him ? No, no! you have mistaken your man; — 
ho comes sometimes as if meaning to speak amicably to one 
and just the moment you least expect it, comes a diff in iht 
bread-basket^ or, as he may hap])en to prefer, a pelt of the conk, 
wdiich will make you see fifty candles at once.” 


30 
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**The gentleman wlio spoke last is perfectly right,*' said an 
old citizen, eyeing me through his spectacles ; this Vidocq is 
a most extraordinary character ; 1 have ))een told that when 
he wishes to seize a man, he has a certain blow, which once 
aimed never fails to deprive the person against whojn it is 
directed of all power of resistance." 

And I have been told," said a carman, joining in the con- 
versation, “ that he never goes without large c/oufs in the soles 
f I'.is slices and whilst lie is giving you a punch of the head, 
he breaks shins wi'h a kick a thousaiui tinus heavier than 
any horse." 

“ Mind where you are w'alking, you great clodhopper," ex- 
claimed a young girl, whose corns the eliimsy carman had 
been most unceremoniously stamping on. 

^*Just a little treat for you, my pretty one," replied the 
rustic. " Never mind trifles like that, you are not quite kilh d. 
I dare say if Vidocq were to give you a gentle taste ol' the ficel 
of his hoot upon your favourite toe you might indeed call out." 

“Indeed, 1 should like to see him dare to do so." 

** Ah ! he would spoil yuur dancing, 1 can promise you-— 
hut who is that coining from the prison? look." 

At this instant I addressed the carman. “ I hope," said I, 
“ that the sparkling eyes of my pretty neighbour here would 
insure her s ifety from Vidocq, wicked as he may be." 

“Yes, yes!" rejoined the carman, “1 believe he is vastly 
civil to the women, I have Itccn told that he is a merry tlllow 
enough with them, and bears an exceilcnt reputation. Al- 
tlioiigh many a pretty girl has lost hers througli the honour of 
his good company." words were accompanied by a loud 

horse-laugh, in which the rest of the company joined. 

“ What is the matti r th-. re / ' cried some wlio were not suf- 
ficiently nigh the scene of action to uiiurrstaiul tlie cause of 
the burst of voices which assailed their ears, 

“Nats off" 

“ Do you observe that man in the wig ?" 

“ Arc those the murderers ?” 

“ There he is, there he is 1" 

-‘Who? who?" 

-*Do not crowd so dreadfully." 

“ Take your hands off, you blackguard." 

-‘Knock him down ! down with him !" 

. -* How wrong of females to risk their lives by coming to a 
scene like this." 

‘‘ Here, climb up on my shoulder." 

Down there, you are not made of 
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Are they all mad to make such a noise 

Oh, it is nobody after all, only a guardsman V* 

“ Are any of tl\e spies amongst them ?” 

Spies ? Yes, four I have been told,'* 

By the time these different exclamations were ended, the 
ffiix and reflux of the multitude had borne me away to the 
idst of a fresh group, where a dozen gossips were busily con- 
versing of rue in the following manner: — 

First gossip, (This speaker appeared, by his silvery locks, 
of venerable age). “ Yes, sir, he was condemned to the gal- 
leys for a hundred and one years — commuted from sentence of 
death.” 

Second gossip. " A hundred and one years ! bless me, why 
that is more than an age !” 

An orm w'oman. “ The Lord he good unto me, what is that 
you favoured me by saying ? A hundred and one years! in- 
deed, as the other gentleman observed, tltat is rather more 
than a day !” 

Third gossip. "No, no; something more tlrm a day in- 
deed ; upon my credit, a Uderahly long lease of it.” 

Fourth gossip. " And so he had committed murder, had 
he ?” 

JTftii gossip. " Y'hy did not you know that ? bless you, he 
a villain loaded witli every sort of crime ; he has been guilty 
of every enormity by turns, each of which has merited the guil- 
lotine ; hut he is a deep rascal, and has managed to keep liis 
Iiend on his sliouhlers to llie surjuise of every one.” 

* ANOTiirii GOSSIP. (In what order his speech wa.s made I do 
not now remember; 1 recollect only that lie was dressed iu 
black, end from the style of his dress and hair I coueliided 
liim to he one of the clmreliwardcns of tlie ])ari.sh). 

The FLEUR DL LIS. "No, better still I f am informed by 
my friend the commissary, that this Vidocq always aecmstoins 
himself to wear a ring round his leg — is it not strange ?” 

Myself. " Come, do not seek to us wdth your 

stories of rings, do you suppose we could not perceive it, if it 
were worn as you say.” 

The gossip in black. (Gravely). No, sir, you could not 
Boe it ; in the first place, you are not to imagine it an iron ring 
of four or five pounds weight. No, it is a golden ring, as light 
as possible, and nearly imperceptible. Ah ! indeed, if like me 
he wore short knee-hreeches, you would soon discover it, but 
llioae trousers hide everything. — Trousers indeed ! an absurd 
fashion. We may thank the revolution for that introduction 
■B well as for cropped heads, hair d /a Tifus as they terna 
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whioK no longer leave it possible to discover a gentleman from 
one who hat tugged at the galleys. I only ask you, gentle- 
men, whether if this Vidocq were to introduce himself amongst 
you, you would feel particularly flattered by his company V* 

“Pray,” asked the old woman who had before spoken, “ is it 
true that he was publicly branded ?” 

“ Certainly, madam ; that too with a red-hot iron on both 
shoulders. I will answer for it tliat if he were stripped, you 
would read the mark in all its briglitness.” 

A gendarme, who had been seeking me amongst the spec- 
tators, appi cached me, and, gently touching my shoulder, said, 
** M. Vidocq, the king^s solicitor has been inquiring for you, 
and wishes to see you immediately.” It was really ludicrous 
to see how every countenance changed at these words. “ VVliat! 
can it be Vidocq ?” exclaiim d iny late audience, with length- 
ened faces. “ Vidocq ! Vidocq !” shouted out otljtTs, ami 
immediately all was fighting, struggling, and confusion, to 
endeavour to force a passage for the eager looks of tliose who 
were not sufficiently near to gratify their eye-sight with a view 
of the so much coveted monster, for such ih<'y certainly ex- 
: ected CO find me. Some even climbed on the shouldtu's of 
their neighbours, to satisfy thcmselv(?s as to whether I really 
was a human creature or not ; of this I had eonviucing proofs 
by the following flying remarks which reached my ears: — 

“Bless me! lig.it complexion ! 1 fancied him quite dark 

I lieard he was ill-looking. 1 see nothing so very ugly about 
him. What a strange manner of walking lie has!” 

These and similar observations were made by the crowd,- 
j\'hose sole interest now secnie l centf'red in .’'oting down every 
particular relative to my per'sona! appear'ince. So great was 
the concourse of gazers, that 1 had much difficulty in forcing 
my way along to the procureiir. This magistrate wislied me 
to conduct the accused persons before tlie interrogati)>g judge. 
Court, whom I first h’d thither, appeared intimidated at finding 
hirmelf in the presence of so many persons; 1 exhorted him to 
keep up his courage, and to confirm his confessions. U'liis he 
withont any great difficulty, as far as related to the assas^ 
sination of the butcher; but ivhcii questioned on the subject 
of the poulterer, he retracted all his previous declarations, and 
it was impossible to lead liim to confess that he had liad any 
other accomplices than Kaoul. This latter when introduced 
into tlie chamber, unhesitatingly confirmed every fact men- 
tioned in the proers verbal^ which had been drawn up after his 
arresL lie related in full detail, and with the most impertur- 
bable sang iroid, all that had passed between the unfortunate 
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Fontaine and his murderers, up to the moment of his striking 
the first blow at his victim. 

The man,” said he, “ was only stunned by the two blows 
he received from a stick ; when 1 saw that they had not suf- 
ficed to bring him to the ground, I drew near, ns if to support 
him, holding in my hand the knife which is lying upon that 
table pronouncing these words, he sprang towards the desk, 
abruptly seized the instrument of his crime, made two steps 
backwards, and rolling his eyes, sparkling' with fury, he as- 
sumed a menacing attitude. Tliis movement, which was 
wholly unexpected, filled With terroi* all who wtTe present; 
tlie sous pr^fet was nearly fainting, and 1 myself underwent 
some alarm. N< veitheless, I felt the necessity of concealing 
from Kaoul the elfect he liad produced, and I even sought to-,* 
attribute his violent gestures to a good motive. Gentle- 
men !” cried 1, smiling, “ what is it you fear ? Raoul is in- 
caj)ahle of acting like a coward, and .ihusing the confidence 
re})osed in him ; he merely took up the knite, the better to 
explain his share in the business.’* '’J’hauks, M. Jules I” 
cried he, delighted with my explanation, and quietly laying 
(low'll the knife on tin; table, lie added, “ I only wished to 
show }ou how I made use of it.” 

'i'o complet(' the ])reliminaries it only remained to confront 
t]ie accused with I'ontaine ; the surgeon was applied to, to 
ascertain whi'ther the sick man was sunicienlly recovered to 
hear so trying a seme, and he having replied in the afiirma- 
tive, Court and Kaoul w(‘re taken to tlic hospital. Introduced 
into tlie apartment occupied by the hiitelier, their eyes eagerly 
souglii their victim, b'oiitaine wi^h his head and face nearly 
covered witii h iiid.-iges, and his whole person wrapped in linen 
cloths, w'Ms indeed searedy to h»e recognised ; hut beside him 
wi re displayed tin; elotlies and shirt worn hy liiin on the night 
b(^ was so eiuelly assaulted. “Ah! poor Fontaine!” cried 
Court, falling on his knees at the foot of I lie bed, decorated 
hy these bloody trophies ; “ forgive the miserable wretches 
who have reduced you to this condition ; that you still survive 
is a stiiking iiitcri)Osition of Ih'ovidence, who has been pleased 
to ])r('S('rve you the helt(‘r to punish us as our crimes deserve.” 

Whilst ho was expressing himself thus, Raoul, who had 
likewise knelt dowm, pieserved a deep silence, and appeared 
plunged in the deepest affliction. 

“ Stand up, both of you, and look *he sick man in the 
face said the judge who accompanied them. Thej^ roi 

i:]> — 

“ Take those murderers from my sight !” shrieked Fon- 
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taine, ** their countenances and voice are but too familiar 
me.’* 

This recognition, and the manner of the culprits, was more 
than sufficient'to establish the fact of Court and Raoul having 
been the actors in this frightful tragedy ; but I was firmly 
persuaded that they had other crimes besides this, with wliich 
to reproach themselves, and that, in order to commit them, 
they must have been more than two in number. This was a 
secret of the greatest importance. I determined to exert my~ 
self to the utmost to come at the truth ; and not to quit them 
till I induced them to unload their consciences by a full con- 
fession of tlicir past misdeeds. On our return to the prison 
after this meeting, I caused supper to be served for the ac- 
cused and myself. The porter inquired whether he should 
place knives on the table. 

“ Yes, yes 1’* cried I, “ set knives to each gentleman, by 
all means.” 

My two guests ate their meals with as great an appearance 
ol’ appetite, as though they had been tlie most honest men 
breathing. When they had drunk a few glasses of wine, I 
dexterously brought back the conversation to the subject of 
their crime. 

“ You are not naturally had fellows,” said I to them, ‘‘ I’ll 
engage that you have been led into all this by some scoundrel 
or other ; why not owm it ? From the confession and repent- 
ance you displayed at the sight of Fontaine, it is easily seen 
that you would willingly recal, at the price of your own blood, 
the violence he received at your hands. And do you not con- 
sider that by concealing your accomplices, you arc responsible 
for all the crimes they may commit. Many persons who have 
come forward to depose against you, have declared that you 
were at least four in number in all your expeditions.” 

They w^ere mistaken then,” exclaimed Raoul ; “ 1 give 
you my word of honour, M. Jules, that they were ; we were 
never more than three, the other is an old officer of the cus- 
toms, named Pons Gerard ; he lives just on the frontier, in a 
little village between Capclle and Hirson in the department of 
the Aisne ; but if you think to catch him, 1 must warn you 
that he is not to be caught napping, he always sleeps with ona 
eye open whilst the other is shut.’* 

** No !*’ said Court, ” it would be no easy job to nab him, 
and if you do not set your wits to work you will only get your 
labour for your pains.** 

” Oh, he is a queer hand indeed,** cried Raoul ; “ you are 
no^ bungler yourself, M. Jules, but ten like you would not 
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frighten him ; at any rate you must be on your guard if he 
gets scent of your being in search of him ; he is not far from 
Belgium, and will soon be off ; if you surprise him he will 
make a desperate resistance, so try if you cannot manage to 
take him asleep.” 

“ Yes, if you could find out that he ever does sleep,” added 
Court. 

1 made strict inquiries as to the usual habits of Pons 
Gerard, and obtained a full description both of them and his 
person. As soon as I had learned ev(‘ry particular requisite 
for being secure of identifying my man, thinking to stamp the 
confession I liad just elicited with all possible authenticity, I 
proposed to the two prisoners to write off immediately for a 
magistrate to receive ilieir depositions. Raoul instantly took 
up his pen, and when his letter was completed, I carried the 
letter mysc'if to the king’s solicitor; it was conceived in the 
following terms : — 

” Sir, — Being now in a frame of mind more suitable to our 
mill n})])y condition, and resolving to profit by the advice you 
bestowed upon us, we have come to the resolution of acknow- 
ledging to you every crime of which we are guilty, and to 
point out to you a sharer in them, whose name is at present 
unknown to you. We entreat of you, therefore, to have tlie 
kindness to visit us in our prison, in order to receive our 
depositions.” 

The magistrate lost no time in acceding to their request, 
and Court as well as Raoul repe<iled before liim all that they 
had previously told me of Pons Gerard. 

This latter now occupied all my thoughts, and as it would 
not do to allow him time to learn the destruction of his com- 
rade’s schemes, I instantly obtained am order to arrest him. 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 


PlSGUisED as a dealer in horses, I set out with my a^f nts 
dement and Goury, who passed for my ostlers ; and siieh was 
the diligence used by us, that, spite of the severity of the sea - 
son and the badness of the roads (for it was in tlie midst of 
winter), we arrived at La Capelle on the evening of the fol- 
lowing day, which happened, fortunately for my purpose, to 
he the eve of a large fair. Having traversed the country mc'ie 
than once during my military caraer, I requiri-d hut a vt ry 
short time to arrange my plan of action, and to assume the 
dialect of the place. All the inhabitants to whom I spoke of 
Pons Gerard described him to me as a rubber, who subsist d 
only l)y fraud and rapine ; his very name was suflieieut to (’x- 
cite universal terror, and the authorities of tin plae.e, ahliongh 
daily furnished with ])roofs ol Ins (‘iionnities, duist take no 
steps to repress them. ?n a word, he \ras one of those te rrible 
lieings who compel olx di.-nce from all who summoned them,, 
for my own part, little accustomed to draw' buek from a ])eiil- 
ous enterprise, these particulars only stirnuliiled me tlu‘ more 
to etiter upon the underlaking. My vanity was piqinat to 
accomplish a task which apyjeared to vie in (lifTiciilty with the 
labours of Ih rcules, but did 1 know that success would attend 
my arduous attempt ? As yet I v/as ignorant of many esstm- 
tial points, but trusting for the best, J sat clown to breakf-st 
with my agents, and when we had suflicieiitly fortified our 
stomachs, we set out in search of the liardened accomplice ' f 
Court and Raoul. These latter had pointed out to me a lone 
auberge as the favourite haunt of Pons. This house was the 
rendezvous of a nest of smugglers, and the woman who kept 
it, considering Pons as one of her best customers, felt great 
interest in all that concerned kirn. So well had this auberge 
been described to me, that I required no farther directions to 
find it ; 1 therefore repaired thither with rny two companions, 
and eiitering, aeated myself without any ceremony, assuming 
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the tone and manner of one well used to tlie ways of the 
house. 

“ Good day to you, Mother Bardou, how goes all with 
you ?” 

“ The same to you, my good friends, and many of them. 
You are welcome to my poor place; thank God, we are all 
pretty comfortable, thuiks for your inquiry. What would 
you })lease to have, gentlemen V* 

“Dinner, dinner! my ^ good soul; we are starving with 
hunger.’* 

“You sliall have it directly, sirs; — please to step into the 
next room, where you will find a good fire.” 

W’liilst she was employed in laying the cloth, I drew her 
into the following conversation : — 

“ 1 begin to fancy, my good hosteSH, that you have forgot- 
ten my features.” 

” \V;iit a little till I have time to look wtll at you.” ^ 

“ Why what a memory you must have to forget how 1 used 
to eorne witli Pons to your house last wdntcr ! many a lime 
have we paid you a monnshhn' visit." 

“ Bless me ! now I begin to recolk'ct." 

“ I'o be sure you do, look agaiti.” 

” Oh ! now 1 remember you pejfectl^.” 

“ Weil, bow is our jolly cove Gerard, how Ls he getting on? 
quite strong and hearty, eh ?” 

“ r faith is he. he w'as here only tliis morning, and took a 
^lass or two on his way to Lamare house, where he had em- 
ploymeut.” 

Of this house, or of its situali<m, 1 was utterly ignorant, 
nevertheless as 1 had given myself out as a person well ac- 
quainted with the neighbourhood, I was careful not to betray 
myself by risking any inquiry. Still 1 trusted that, wiiliout 
directly asking the question, I should he enabled to lead my 
voluble friend, by indirect means, to the point at which 1 
wished to arrive. Accident favoured me, for scarcely had we 
swallowed a few mouthfuls of our dinner, than Mother Bardou 
entered the room. “ You were talking of Gerard just now,” 
satd she, “his daughter has just called ind’ 

“ indeed I which of the daughters ?” 

** The youngest.” 

I rose inimediatrly, and running up to the child embraced 
her before she had time even to look at me ; and rapidly 
naming each member of her family, made many and warm 
inquiries after their health. When she had replied to them, I 
cut short the parley by giving her a trifle of money, and re- 
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commending her to hasten home, whither I would accompany 
her, as I was extremely anxious to present myself to her ex- 
cellent mother ; beckoning to my companions, ^Ye left llie 
house, following the footsteps of our little guide, who, sur- 
prised at the novelty of the rencontre, was making with all 
speed for the dwelling of her mother. No sooner, however, 
had we got out of sight of the auherge, than I called to the 
girl, ** Hark ye, my little one, do you know tlie place they 
call Lainare house V* 

“ Jt stands just down there,” said she, poiiiting uitli her 
finger to the other side of llirsoji. 

“ Weil, then, I’ll tell you what you shall do; just run on 
and ' your mother know that you have met three paitieular 
friends of your father, and that \vc shall return to sup with 
him. So that she may as well have it all ready for four of us. 
Tih'it’s right — make tlie best of your way ; good evening, my 
pretty maid.” 

The daughter of (lerard pursued her way, and we wore not 
slow in following the road she had described to us, which 
brought us nearly facing the liouse we sought, hut no persons 
were to be seen about, and \ipon questioning a countryman 
wlioin v.'e met, he iiifonucd us that Tons was at work with a 
number of labourers at a short distance from thence ; we pro- 
ceeded onwards, and having gained an eminence, obtained a 
view of about thirty men employed in repairing the high road. 
Gerard, by virtue of liis ollice of overseer, was in the midst of 
this group. AVe advanced within fifty steps of the workmen, 
wl’.en I made iny agents oh.serve an individunl wiiose counte- 
nance and general appearance exactly eorresjjondcd with thc^ 
description we had receivtd of the ferocious Pons; although 
we entertained no doubt of his being the luau, we durst not 
attempt to seize him, for should his companions undertake 
his rescue, we, of course, should come off but badly, and even 
his single arm, when impelled by the fear of being taken pri- 
soner, might be more than a match for iny small party. Our 
situation was embarrassing enough, yet had we displayed the 
least symptom of it Gerard would either have made us pay 
dearly for our temerity in daring to attack him, or he w'ould 
eaca]>e our grasp by a hasty retreat to the frontier. -Never 
had I felt a greater need of prudence and self-possession. I 
consulted with my agents, two firm and intrepid men. “ Act 
as you think proper,” said they, ‘‘ and rest assured of our se- 
conding you in whatever steps you may take.” 

*• Well then,” cried I, “ follow me, and do nothing till a fit 
opportunity arrives ; perhaps we may turn out the more oun- 
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Ring party of the two, although the ciieiuy may have the ad* 
rantagc of superior strength.” 

i walked directly up to the individual wlioin I supposed to he 
Gerard, my two companions keeping at a little distance. The 
nearer I approached the more assured did 1 feel that 1 had not 
mistaken iny man : thus convinced, and without farther hesita- 
tion, 1 hurried up to Pons, and embracing him with every 
demonstration of regard, exclaimed, Pons, my good fellow, 
liow are you I how is your excellent wife, and all your family ! 
quite well, 1 trust ?” 

Astonislu'd at this un«‘xpected salutatit.n, Poi\s remained in 
sileiU examination of my face f^r some minutes; “.Devil take 
me,” said Jic at last, “ ii‘ 1 know who or wliat you are ; where 
the deuce did }Ou spring from ?” 

“ What said I, “ not recollect me ? inn I then indeed so 
much altered 

“ ISot 1, 1 do liOt remember ever seeing you in all my 
llhv, can’t you ju-t tell me your name? Stay, now 1 look 
;i!»-ain, I fetd eeitr.in ttr t I liave met tliat face of yours somc' 
v.'iiere or other, althnugh where 1 hax* seen you is more 
than 1 can t.eli/’ 

“ 1 am a friend of Idnoul and Court,” said I, wluspering in 
Ins ear, “ and am sent to you hy them.” 

” Ah !” cried lie, pressing my hands warmly in hotli of his, 
and turning to the workmen who were gazing in wonder at 
this unexpe cted change of his reception of me, “ I must have 
lost my senses', 1 think, not to rememher one of my best 
friends ! JSot to recognise niy dear friend ! the devil must 
have flown away with my memory. My dear fcllo’w, let me 
embrace you and, suiting the action to tlie word, he gave 
me sucli ail emphatic hug as well nigh stifled nu*. 

During this scene my agents had insensibly advanced 
nearer to the spot where we stood. Pons perceiving them, 
inquired if they belonged to me ? They are two of my 
ostlers,” said I. 

I thought so, but you must stand greatly in need of 
refreshment, and those gentlemen yonder would, 1 dare say, have 
no objection to a glass of something good ; — what say you ?” 

“ With all my heart. A bottle of your best wine will do 
us no harm.” 

” Well, then, let us go ; but in this cursed place, which pro- 
duces nothing but wolves, there is nothing to he had ; how- 
ever, if you don't mind walking over to Hirson, (which, to be 
sure, is a good league from hence,) w'c shall get as good m 
bottle of wine as ever was uncorked.” 
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** Come along then, let us go to Hirson.** 

Pons bade adieu to his comrades, and we set out together* 
As we walked along I could not help confessing that tlic im- 
mense strength of this man did not appear to have been at all 
exaggerated by Ilaoul or Court ; he was but of middling height, 
probably hot more tlian five feet four inches at the utmost, but 
square built, and cxliibiting every indication of muscular 
power. Ilis swarthy face, embrowned still more by a constant 
exposure to the sun and wind, was distinguished by deeply- 
marked features, exj)i'essive of energy and determination ; lie 
had enormous limbs, and a strong, sinewy lliroat, in strict ac- 
cordance with the whole of his robust frame ; in addition to 
this he wore immense whiskers, and a more than usual quan- 
tity of beard ; his hands were short, thick, and covered will] 
hair, even to the fingers’ ends; liis harsh and ])ililcss aif 
seemed to belong to a countenance which might exhibit a 
^.mecliauical relaxation of the risible muscles, hut had never once 
smiled from an internal feeling of benevolence or good-will. 

Whilst I was intently occupied in making these observa- 
tions, I could perceive that Pons was regarding me with equal 
attention ; at last stopping suddenl}^ as if to take a closer 
view, he exclaimed, “ Why you really are a very fine fellow, 
and fill oiu your clothes as well as 1 have ever seen a man ! I 
tJiink you ;md I sliouid make an excellent pair, for I am none 
of the sliglit'^st figures any more than yourself; not like that 
little hop-o’-my-lhurnh,” added he, pointing to Clement (who 
was the smallest man amongst my agent.s) ; “ why I could 
swallow a dozen siu-h as he at mv breakfast.’* 

“ iJon’t fiatter yourself,” said 1 ; “you might not find it so 
easy a task as you may fancy.” 

“Very possibly,” replied lie; “these undersized chaps arc 
frequently all nerve and muscle.” 

After these trifling remarks, Pons inquired after his friends. 
I told him that they were quite well ; hut that not having seim 
him since the affair of AvesneSy I had left them very uneasy as 
to what had beeoiiie of him. (The aflair of Avesnes was a 
murder. When I alluded to it, his countenance exhibited not 
the slightest emotion.) 

“ Wtdl, and what brings you to this part of the country V* 
asked he ; “ are you after a hit of moonshincy eh ?” 

“You have just hit it, my friend,” said I. “ My business 
^cro is to endeavour to dispose of a string of broken-down 
horses,, which are famously doctored up for takiug-in the 
knowing ones. Our friends told me that you could lend me a 
helping hand.* 
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** All, to be sure, you may depend on me,” protested 
Pons. 

With this sort of conversation we reached Hirson, where 
we halted at the house of a clock-niakcr who sold wine. We 
were soon placed round a table ; our wdne was brought, 
and, whilst we were drinking it, I led the conversation 
back to Court and Raoul. “ Poor fellows,” said I, “ I 
fear tliat at this present moment they are very queerly 
situated.” 

” How so ?” asked he. 

** Why I did not wish to tell you all at once ; but 
the fact is, they are in considcral)le trouble ; they have 
been arrested, and 1 greatly fear that ♦hey are now in 
prison.” 

“ On what aceount ?” 

“ Of tliat 1 am ignorant: all I know’ is, tliat I was break- 
fasting with Court and Raoul, when the police broke in upoi^ 
ns, and, after closely interrogating us all three, they allowed 
me to go about my business. As for our two poor friends, 
tliey WTre detained in solitary conlincmcnt ; nor would you 
have learned their misfortune, had not Raoul, in returidng 
from liis exaiiiiiialion, managed to whisper n few words to me 
unobserved, hedging of me to warn u)u to he on your guard, 
for that they had been closely questioned as to their ac- 
quaintance witli you. 1 cannot give you any farther par- 
ticulars.” 

“And wlio arrested you?” inquired Pons, who seemed 
thunderstruck at tlie intelligence. 

“ Vidoeq.” 

“ Oil I the scoundrel, tlie scamp ! Rut who is this Vidoeq, 
of whom we hear so mucli ? I have never been aMi* to meet 
him face to fdcc ; once only I perceived him following an in- 
dividual into the lioiise of Causette. I wms told it was him, 
hut I forger all about him ; and 1 w’ould clicerfully give half- 
a-dozen bottles of wdiie lo any one who would procure me a 
good stare at him.” 

“ Bless you, it is easy enough to meet with him,” rejilied I ; 

“ he is aUvays about in one place or .mother.” 

” Well, J would advise him to keep out of my reach,” ex- 
claimed Pons. ” If ]jc were here, I’ll engage ho would 
pass the worst quarter of an hour he ever experienced in 
his life.” 

“ Oh ! you arc like all the rest of them, talking of what 
you would do ; and yet if he were before you at this moment, 
you w^ould sit perfectly still, and be the first to offer him 9 
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j^'iass of wine.” (At the time 1 was saying this I hekl out my 
glass, which he filled). 

** I ! I ofier him wine! May a thousand devils seize me 
first !” 

Yes, you, I say, would invite him to drink with you.” 

I tell you r W'ould die sooner.” 

Then you may die as soon as you please, for / ani Vidocq, 
and I arrest you !” 

“ Hoav, how ; w’liat is this ?” 

Yes, I arrest you !” and approaching my face to his, “ I 
tell you, villain, I arrest you, you are i/owe ; and if you dare to 
stir one stc’p, I will tweak oT your rascally nose. Clement, 
Iiandcuir this worthy gentleman.” 

Tlie astonishment of i'ons defies description. Ever}^ fea* 
lure appeared distorted, liis eyes starling from their sockets, 
liis checks quivering, his teeth chattered, find his liair stood 
pon end ; hy degrees these symptoms of a general convulsion, 
which had efiTected only the upper part of his frame, gave way 
to a fresli revulsion of nature. After his arms were fastened, 
]ie remained for nearly half an hour motionless, and as though 
petrified. Ills lips were apart, and liis tongue glued to the 
palate of his mouth ; and it w'as only after repealed dibrts 
that he succeeded in detaching it ; in vain his parclicd ami 
swollen tongue souglit a moisture, which the dried-up lips 
wt're unable to afford, and the countenance of the ruflian ex» 
hibited alternately the pale, livid, cadaverous hues of a 
corpse ; at last, rccovcriug from his lethargy. Pons articulated 
these words : — ■ 

'‘What, are you VIdocq? ah, had 1 but known it wbru 
you first spoke to me, I would have rid the earth of such a 
sneaking beggar.” 

“ Well,” said T, “ 1 thank you all the same for your kind 
intentions; meanwhile, as you Jiave fallen into the trap, you 
owe me the six bottles ol* wine you promised to whoever 
would show you Yiclocq, and you cannot deny my having 
done so. Another lime I advise you not to tempt the 
devil.” 

The gendarmes who w^ere called in after the arrest of 
Pons, could scarcely credit their eyes ; during the search we 
had been directed to make throughout his house, the mayor 
of the place begged to see us, that he might express his 
grateful sense of the service we had rendered to the whole 
province, 

” You have,” said he, “ delivered us from a frightful scourge, 
from a wretch who was our torment and dread,” 
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AU llie iuhabitaiils joined in expressing their joy ut the 
capture of their late foe, as well as their astonishiricnt at the 
ease with which it had been effected. 

The search over, we removed to sleep nt La Capelle. Pons 
was closely handcuffed to one of my agents, who had orders 
not to quit him night or day ; at our first halt, I caused him 
to be undressed, in order to ascertain whether or not he had 
any concealed arms about him. When he was stripped I 
really doubted liis belonging to the human race ; the whole of 
his body was covered with atliiok bushy glossy hair ; he might, 
indeed, have been mistaken for the Hercules Farn^se, en- 
veloped in the skin of a bear. 

Pons a])pcared perfectly tranquil, nor did anything more 
than common arise till the following day, wlien 1 ascertained 
tli.it, during tlie niglil, lie had eaten more than a quarter of a 
jxumcl of (oliaeeo. 1 had, from previous observation, noticed, 
that men nlm are greatly accustomed to the use of either 
tohacco or suiilf, make an immoderate use of it in times of 
^re.it ])('iii or immeri’eney. J knew well that a pipe is never 
more <{uiekly cuusiimed than when in the hands of a con- 
(iiniiK'il erimiieii, whether it be immediately after receiving his 
>('iilcne(', or on the o\e of its being juit into execution ; but 1 
had ju'Vi r yet seen a prisoner, situated as Pons was, introduce 
into his stonr.eli a substance, which, t iken in so large a quan- 
tity, might produce the most fatal effects. 1 very much feared 
tli.it lie woulil suffer from his excisss, and even suspected he had 
committed it in llichojx* of its acting as poison. I, therefore, 
to(>k from liim what toliaccohe had remaining, and gave orders 
th.it it should only be dealt out to him in small doses, and 
this on condition that he would engage only to chew it. ]h)ns 
yichied with a tohrahly good grace to this regulation ; he 
ce.ised t(> devour liis tobacco, although I never lia'd any reason 
lo f;uppos{’ he had experienced tlic siiglitest inconvenience from 
lie had previousi^^ taken. . 
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*‘1 RETURNED directly to Paris, and then proceeded with 
Pons to Versailles, wliere C«urt and liao\il w'ere eonilncd ; 
immediately upon my arrival 1 went to see them. 

“ Well/’ said I to them “ our mar, is taken !” 

‘ You have caught him I” exclaimed Court, “ so much the 
better.” 

But/’ inquired Raoul, “ tell us how you imanaged to 
cage him, you must have had a tine business to tame so lierce 
a creature.’ 

lie fierce !” said I, “ on the contrary, he has lieen gentle 
as a lamb. " 

“What, did lie make no detenec ? ha J ha I K-aoul, do >ou 
hear ttiat ? he did not even deft*nd liimsell I” 

” The particulars you gave me of him/' said i, wen* not 
thrown away ii}»on me.” 

Before quitting WrsaUles, 1 wished to show my sense of the 
kindness of the prisoners in thus aiding im; in the rapture of 
tlie ferocious Pons, and, accordingly, invited them to dine with 
me. ^ly invitation was acc'-pted with the most lively satisfac- 
tion, and during the remaimh r of the lime we pass<Mi togt'lher, 
not the least gloom or sadness could be observed on tlieir 
countenances ; t)ie\ appeared entirely resigned to tlieir fate, 
and even their language seemed to have undergone some 
change, indicative of better feelings having resumed tlieir em- 
pire over tlieir minds. 

It must be confessed, my friend,” said Court, ” that we 
were following a rascally trade.” 

“Oh!” returned the other, do not mention it; it makes 
no one rich in tlic end but the executioner.” 

“ And that is not the worst part of it — to be in continual 
misery from constant alarm — never to know one moment’# 
tranquillity — to tremble at the sight of a stranger.” 
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“True, indf'ed ! 1 used to fancy I s:i\v sj.ics or disguised 
ger.fianucs in nil who aj)proaclicd me, ai!<l tlie least noise, nny, 
my owfi shadow, would sonictinies frigiilcn me out of my 

sense?.” 

“ And, lor my part, if I perceived myself an ohjeet of noture 
to any person, 1 instantly supposed lie v/as lakin^^ down the 
(lesc-rlptiou of my pf‘rs<M\, and the hlood would riislj to my face 
with sucii imp(dut'sitv as to suffuse my eyeballs with a guilty 
blu:h.” 

“ Uttl-, ind eJ ai ' the ]):ini*s of remorse and the tt'rrors of a 
ruilry c‘Ot)seu’tie*‘ guess(‘d hy those who are innoct'iit of crime; 
for my own | ..I't. nther than endure them as i have done fur 
} -’ars ita'.t, ! '.'.(■i.'d blowout mv brains.” 

“ I ! ’ / '•inidren, hut if I tboiieht they were likely ItV 
ill tb" jus (if their unii-.pjj} lather, 1 would implore ef 

;!)i if nuitiu-v le atranylc thc.i.” 

•' Ah. Uiv ^''iciid 1 had w e !■•■» •.•to'. ed half the ca^e and rt' g 

‘lion in liome, \V('U it lia •'o.',' - ^ •■<> ] roseeule our wicked 
m s, we miuht notv b- ' nbo op. ,> very dill’ rem lot, and 
. ouatii;:!’ f.-r loi'rotir pf<. than t'mse imfe.re ns.” 

“ ’'‘i'e’j. Well I ’tis uoj«s.-s rc'i.jnmo;. I MU', •s'e it was our 

“ Mmi't Itli 10 * that. Hi. we no su-. 1: iMne, ’e: fu** ; we are 
H'»' w oi i.er*- \)i‘ <>nr own di siiibies, ei upon it; and J do 

7 ) )» s( ' L S'leii ;i wi’.ak exeuse fur my e/'Uie s , m', 1 acl, iiowitdee 
T’n* to a luve (if brid eomp.anv aloi'e I ni<*y a.tri!>ule my heiii^- 
Hie wicteli } am; do you not remember how, alter every fiesli 
.tct «'d wi'*l;edio ss, ! smuHit to drowti liie whispers of a re- 
■'ro;v Id'ul eonseiciKo i>y drunken cxeess ? 1 fit a.s though the 

'A'-'giu (d‘ a mountain were Ujxm me, and inivi I swallowed gal- 
1 ;r.s it woiiild lu’ve iieeii in. ’illicient to remove it.” 

” Am’, fi.r my ]X'irl. 1 used to feel as though 1 had a hot iron 
ii'uiA.ng mr \“i'y vitals; if 1 fell into a short sleep, a thousand 
dc'i!-. seennd d.mcing around Jiie ; sometii/e 1 fmeied myself 
niscoV(T£'«l in clothes dyed in blood, huryin;* the corpse of a 
victim ; or stopped whilst in the act of conveying it away on 
my slioulders ; shuddering 1 have awoke, bathed in perspira- 
tion, wrung from me by the horrid visions of my tortured 
spirit; drops of agony, whicli might have been gathered in 
spoonfuls, stood U 2 )on my aeliing brow ; in vain have I sought 
i)y any change of position to taste a quiet sleep ; turning upon 
my pillow, which seemed filled witli tlu^riLs, oven the pressure 
of my nightcap has appeared to my throbbing brain like the 
sharp points of an iron band, which drove its rugged teeth 
through my temples." 


;1 



482 


Mi:MOlK.-» i)F VIdOUQ. 


“ All ! I know well what all this is, I have felt as though 
tliousaud needles were piercing every nerve.’" 

** Possibly, what you have described, may he what is gene- 
rally styled remorse.” 

** Remorse or not, it has been a liery torment — a torment, 
M. Jules, which 1 am weary of; — 1 can bear it no longer, and 
it is time to end my misery. Some persons might owe you a 
grudge for tlie part you have acted towards us, but for my part 
J consider that you have done us a service ; what say you, 
Raoul? 

“ (Since our confession, I feed as Ihoiigh I were in Paradisi' 
in comparison with my former sulh rings. 1 know that wi^ 
have a trying .seene to go through, hut oui })Oor victims sullhrcil 
'fs much at our liands, and it is but fair that we should serve as 
examples to otliers.” 

At the moment of separating from them, . Raoul and Court 
begged of me to do them the kindness to come and see them 
(iireelly they had received their senlenee ; this I promised, ami 
1 kept my word. 'I'wo days after they had been condemned 
to (leatb, f wont to tlnmi. When 1 entered their dungeon, tiiey 
t)oth uttert'd a cry of joy, and made its gloomy walls echo with 
the joyful wfdcomc of their libf'ralor,” as tley I'-rimal me. 
They assured me that my visit allurded them the greatest ]dea- 
^ure they were ca])ahle of receiving, and entreated iiu' to he>tow 
(Ut them one friendly embrace, in token of my forgivencss’ol 
(-heir jiast, and satisfaction at their present conduct. 1 had not 
(he lieart to refuse ti.'Ciu. 'J’hey were fastened to a camp bed, 
wiili tlieir liands and leet heavily fettered. 1 advamual tc'wards 
timm, and tlicy jircsscd me in their arms wit)) all ti)e warmtli 
and enthusiast)! vvitli wliiei: the sinccnest friends would welcome 
ecich other after a long separation. A frii-iid ofinitie, who was 
present at this interview, exjierienc -d con',uh‘ra);le alarm at 
.seeing me in a manner entirely at the juercy of two assassins. 

“ Fear nothing,” said I. 

‘Ko, no.” (’xclaimed Raoul, “fear nothing, there is little 
chance of onr wishing to injure our good friend M. Jules.” 

“ M. Jules !” cried Court, “ no, indeed, he is our only friend ; 
and what is more, he does not forsake us now ' ” 

iVs J was leaving them, I perceived two small hooks lying 
beside them, one of which was half open, and was entitled 
“ Christian Meditations.” 

“You have been reading, my friends,” said I ; “ ia religion 
a favourite study with you 

‘•Oh no,” said Raoul, “I know very little about it; these 
books were IcP us this morning by a clergyman wlio lia.s beeo 
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to visit us. 1 liavo just oiuuied theuj, and certainly if people 
would follow the precepts they contain, the world would be 
better than it now is.” 

“ Yes, so I think,” said Court, “ I am beginning to sec tliat 
religion is not such a humbug as 1 once thought it ; depend 
upon it we were not sent into the world to live and die like 
brutes.” 

I congratulated tlic ihuv converts upon the happy change 
Avhieh had taken place in tliem. 

Who would have thouglit, two months back,” resumed 
(.h)urt, “ that I should sufl'er myself to he noodled by a priest ! ” 

“ And you know,” rejoined Jvaoul, ” my contempt for tliem 
and ihcir sermons, but when men stand in our present awtS ' 
rxtremity, it becomes them to lt)ok well about tl\em ; not that 
d(;ath alarms me ; 1 care as little for it a^ I do fi)r tliis cii}> cd’ 
•>vati‘r. You will st-e whether I <!read mere]}' leaving this world, 
:\l..Iuh's.” 

” Ah yos I ” said Court to me, “ you must come.” 

“ 1 will do so, 1 promise you.” 

“ Honour.” 

‘‘ J ple<lg(‘ you my lionoiir, T uill be ])res('nt.” 

The (lay ajipoiiitf'd for the execution i re]>.iired to Versailles, 
it was ten o'clock in the m(>niing when ! (iitered the' prison, 
tliC two unliaj)})}’ men were dee’ply engaged with ihi'ir confess- 
ors. 'Jdiey no sooner perceived me, than precipitately rising, 
thi'V ap))roaclu'd me. 

Kaoi l (taking iuy hand). You do Jiot know what pl('n- 
.^uie tlie sight of you aifonis im*, my fiiend ; wc \vt‘re just pre- 
paring to leave tills world wiili a clear conseicnco.” 

MvsuLr. “ Pray do not let me interfere with so sacred and 
important a duty.” 

('ouuT. “You disturb us, iM. Jiihas! surely you are jest- 
ing.” 

JIaoul. ** Our time draws to a clo^e, v.e have but a poor 
ten minutes before us. (Turning to llie ministers). These 
gentlemen will exeiisc us.” 

JIaoul’s confessoh. “Proceed, my son, proceed!” 

CoiJKT, ” There arc but very few in the world like M. Jules ; 
nevertheless he it was who caged us — but tliat is nothing.” 

Haoul. “If he had not done so, some one else would.” 

Court, “ Yes, and some person, in all probability, wlio 
wmuld not iiave treated us half so well.” 

Kaoul. ‘ Ah ! M. Jules, I shall never forget all your kind- 
ness to me.” 

Court. “ No friend could have done more.” 
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ll\oui.. ‘‘ Anil to coino nin\ witness tin. l;'.?it concluding 
scene inlo the hiu j^aln." 

Myself (ollering him some siuitt* in tl\e hope of chnnj.'ing 
t.ho conversation}. ** Conn-, my trleml, l:»ke a pincii, ymi will 
find it very good." 

.Haoul (taking a hernty pinch). ** ?sot so had ; (he sm*e;zcs 
sevenil times) ; th;.'. is nofire to i.s it not, M. Jules 't *' 

iUySFM’. *' I fear you may, indeed, look xipon it as siioli.’" 

At this moment Uioiil opened the box, wliich In' had taken 
int'» his own Jiniuls, looked at it attentively, and ofli ring it to 
(.’ourt, inquireil his opinioii rd* it. “ It is a line thing of tin 
sort, is it not, Court ? t<'ll me of what material it is composed ! " 
^ (ioi iiT (Miming away and shuddering). “ It is gold.” 

ll Aorr.. “ Von arc right to avert your eyes from the sight 
of tliat fatal met;.], \slii('li has can.si'd the ruin of man since its 
introduction ; ahe!- I v.i‘ ar.* melancholy inst.mees of the 
]j.' micious cdleets it has produced.'’ 

(’ouriT. “To say that for such tr.isii we shevihl draw dovot 
S') mucli trouhle and suHe>’ing U])on onrM'ivf"^ ; Imov Tiiueli lict- 
ter had we di'voted our time to lionesi labour. We had holli 
of us excelktit parents ; what are we now hut a disgrace to 
tli nu a.nd oxa* familii s ! '* 

Raouu. “ 'J’hnt is imj uiv greatest gvii fat this awful moment. 
'I’liink t)f the gentlemen ’..In - > /rcu.sr/..u> we i, t,e cut 1 the un- 
fortunate beings! ne. Ixc iit l)Itterly reprua- h' me for tin ii 
sufrerings.*’ 

CoUKT (cinhraeiiig hiinj. “But you sli'iCv'rely ri'pent of 
your past oirence<^, and are about to pay with your own life for 
those lives > ou I)av<’ taken. — ‘He who sheddt'tii man's lilooit, 
by man shall liis blood he shed.' i think that was what the 
woithv fatlier Inna* was n .iding to me as M. .hiics entered.” 

tvOLirr's TON “ (.‘omc, iny cdiildrcn, lime is hasten- 
ing on.” 

llAoifL. “ "Tis all in v.iln , the Supreme Beitig (if tliere 
really be one) can nmer pardon sue!) guilty wretches as we 

are.’* 

Court’s coM ias.^oit. “ God’s mercy' is iiicx]iaustii)]e. Jesus 
Clirist dying on tlic cro^.s inlcrcedcd with his Fatlier for the 
prnitent thief.” 

Court. “ May lie he ])leascd to intercede for us likewise.” 

One of the confk.ssous. “Raise you soul to God, my 
children, prostrate yourselves in humble prayer before him.” 

Tile two suflerers looked at me as if to discover what they 
ouglit to do. They a]>|.‘eared to fear my ridiculing any devo- 
tional feelings as the result of coxvardice or weakness. 
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Mysf.i F. “ Lot no f:i!sc slnme prevent your oliey’ui^' t!,* 
rcveroiul father.*’ 

Raoi l (to bis eonir.'Hh). “ My frieiul, let us recoiniiieuf: 
our souls to our Maker.” 

Both llaoxil and Court kneeled down, and remained foif 
about a quarter of an hour in that position. They seeineit 
rather collected than ahsorhed. The clock struck half-past 
tdeven, tliey looked at each other, and botli speakini^ topfcther, 
exclaimed, “ In half-an-hour it will he all over with us.” As 
they pronoimcod these words they rose ; J. saw that tliey wished 
to speak witli me, 1 therefore drew aside, and llu'y a])proaehed 
lot'. ‘‘M. Jules,” said Court, “we w*njld hci'- a last favour in 
athiilioii to those we alrea<l> owe 

” What is it depend iqie-u my readiness to perform hat - 
< \ er you may requir 

“ We have each of us a wife in Paris. — My kind wif- ! the 
llioug'lit of lier breaks my heart — it overcomes me!” — tea. * 
filh‘(l his (‘ves, — liis voice Ixeame inarticulate, and ho could 
not proceed. 

“Come, Court,” said Raoul, “what is tiie matter willi you / 
(?ome, never play the haby; afUr all, you astonish me! can 
you be the brave fellow .1 took you for * Have not 1 a wife as 
Well as you? Conu*, my hoy, coiua<*‘e, courage !” 

’Tis over now,” resumed Court ; “ what 1 had to say to M. 
Jules was respecting some commissions we would fain intrust 
him w’ith for our poor widows.” 

I pledged my word for the exact fiiUilment of their desires ; 
aiul when they had made known their wishes, I renewed tlie 
asMtrance of their being strictly performed. 

Raoul. “ \ w as quite sure that you would not refuse us.” 

Court. “Ah, M. Jule^, how can wc hope to repay your 
kindness 1 ” 

Raoul. “ If what our ghostly friend here asserts he true, 
v.e shall meet in another and a better world.” 

Myself. “ 1 trust so ; and sooner perhaps than wt at present 
think for.” 

Court. “ Ah, Tis a journey that must be taken sooner or 
later. AVe are upon the cve of our departure.” 

Raoul. “ M. Jules, is your w'atch correct ? ” 

Myself, “ I believe it is too fast.” (I drew it from m> 
pocket). 

Raoul. “ Let us sec — twelve o’clock.” 

Court. “The hour for our execution; heavens! how tli* 
lime gallops on! ” 

Raoul. “ Look, the large liand is just about to overtake 
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rL(‘ small one ! We shall never be weary of talkinp; with you, 
M. Jules, but still we must part; — bore, take these prattlers, 
we luivc no farther need of them.” (The prattlers wore the 
hooks I have before described). 

(hjiJUT. “And these two crucifixes, take them also; tliey 
will at least serve to remind you of us.” 

A noise of carriages was heard, the two culprits turned pale, 

Kaoul. “ It is a wise })lan to repent of our sins, hut wliat 
if 1 determine to die — JMo; let me not turn brav.ido as 

many have done, hut meet my fate with tlie courage of a man, 
.'uid tlie resignation of a sinner.” 

CoiiiJT. “ ^Veil s<nd, my friend, let us he linn, yet enntrlte.” 
** 'Hk' executioner arrived at the monn’iit for ascending tlu' 
fatal <‘aii, and tlie suH'erers hade me ad»cii. 

“You have just embraced two de.ith’s lu'ads,” said llaoul, 
as he followed his friend. 

^ 'd'lio proeession movi-d on towanis tin* phna' nf punishment. 
Kaoul and (.anirl were intently listeiiijig to !:iru' confessor, 
when, all «'it once, I saw' them start; — a voiei', mwer to be for- 
gotten, had struck upon tlnur ear ; it was that of I'’ontaiiu‘, wlm, 
recovered from his w'ouuds, had mingled with tin* s})ectators ; 
aiiimal( d by the spirit of vcngeimce, he ahaiidomd jiimseii’ u, 
the most ferocious expressions ofjoy. llaoiil rec<>;';iii‘5ed liitn, 
and easting a look towards me, full of contein}'-! arid jut}' fnr 
the unmanly exultation displaved hy the man to whojn lu' was 
making all the atonement in his ]io\vcr, he sc'cmed to ( xpre^s 
that the pn'sence of Fontaine was unpleasant and ]oiinfni to 
him. As the viudiciivc butcher had taken his station eUve 
by me, I lost not an instant in compelling him to wlilidraw, 
and hy a slight movement of the head, both Kaoul and his 
companion testified their grateful sense of this atteutiou to 
their wishes. 

(h)urt w'as first executed ; even w'heii he had ascended the 
scaffold his eye &oug]it mine, as if to inquire whether 1 wa.s 
satisfted with him. liaonl displayed equal firmness, he was in 
tlie very })rime of life ; twice did his head rebound upon the 
fatal })lank, and the blood spirted out with so much violence 
as to cover the spectators even at the distance of twenty paces! 

Such was the end of these tw'o men, whoso villany was less 
the effect of natural depravity than the consequence of having 
associated w ith dissolute characters, who in the very bosom of 
society form a distinct race, possessing their own principles, 
virtues, and vices. Kaoul was only tliirty-eight years of age, 
tall, active, agile, and vigorous j his eyebrows were high and 
arched, his eyes small, liveljr. and of a KiDarkling black ; his 
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/orrhcad, without being depressed, retreated backwards a little, 
and his ears, wliich stood out from his head, appeared as though 
grafted upon two protuberances, like the generality of the 
Italians, whom he likewise resembled in the olive tint of his 
complexion. Court possessed one of those countenances 
which defy the rules of physiognomy ; he had a half-squint with 
oiu' eye, and the whole of his features could be said to boast of 
neither a good nor a had expression ; unless the sharp angles 
a!id projeeting check bones, might be construed into an indi- 
cation of ferocity, l^robably these symptoms of a Idoodthirsty 
dispositiem h.id developed themselves thvougli the constant 
murders and other atrocious arts in which he was constantly 
engaged. Court was forty-live years of age, and from his 
yoiitli had hecii continually involved in guilty courses: — 
h.ive gone on so long with im})uuiiy must hwe vi-quired a more 
than ordinary su})ply of boldness and cunning. 

'i'he cniiuiiissions intrusted to me l>y the two murderers wer>^ 
of a nature to prove that their lu’c.rts were yet accessil)i(^> 
good ft'cling. 1 discharged them with punetuality; as to the 
j-r-'sents whieli they made me, 1 have preserved them and can 
still show tile hooks and the two crucifixes. 

I’ons Gerard, wltom it was impossible to convict of ilie nooT 
der, was sentenced to perpetual hard labour 


in L LINO AND SON'S, vioNTKKs, ouiLDvoim, si’imrv. 







